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HSNT Annual Field Trip 22-24 July 2005 
 

Limmen Park including Roper river,  
St Vidgeon, Borroloola & Cape Crawford ,     
by Bev Phelts 
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Itinerary - Down the Stuart Highway to Roper River, through Limmen National Park-Nathan River Road - 

visiting Roper Bar Store & Old Police Station, south to Hodgson River / Mountain Creek waterhole. North 

to Nathan River Road to Port Roper (Young Australian wreck), St Vidgeon homestead ruins, Little Towns 

River, Cox River, Southern Lost City, Ryans Bend Road out to Cape Crawford. On to Borroloola stopping 

at Police Museum and Caranbirini Conservation Reserve, back along Carpentaria Highway stopping at 

Heartbreak Hotel (Cape Crawford), turn north at Stuart Highway visiting Daly Waters Pub, Larrimah Pub 

and last night at Mataranka Homestead (Sunday  24th) ending at Darwin.  

 

Four ladies were in my group and we shared the car hire, cooking, washing, food and good wine. Brisbanite, 

Dr Ruth Kerr who is a Federation of Australian Historical Societies Executive Member, joined myself and 

fellow HSNT Council Members, Yvonne Forrest and Janie Mason.  

 

There was too much to see and do between Darwin and the Roper Bar Store (where the group were 

meeting), so we set off a day earlier and spent the night at Mataranka Homestead. Next morning (Show 

Friday 22nd), we looked at the Elsey Homestead replica and took a small bush walk at Bitter Springs before 

setting off to Roper Bar Store to meet the others. At Roper Bar Store we had lunch and walked around the 

old Police Station ruins.  

 

 
At Bitter Springs, from left:  Bev Phelts, Yvonne Forrest and Ruth Kerr 

 

 

 
 

Old Roper Bar Police Station interpretive signs. From left: Bev Phelts, 

Yvonne Forrest and Ruth Kerr 
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Old Roper Bar Police Station, the Ludwig Leichhardt memorial 

 
Old Roper Bar Police Station elevated water tanks 

 
Old Roper Bar Police Station 
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Old Roper Bar Police Station cells. From left: Ruth Kerr, 

Yvonne Forrest and Bev Phelts, 

 

 

 
 

Leaving south from Nathan River Road towards Hodgson River where we set up camp for the night. When 

nine vehicles descended upon the tranquil scene, the people already there must have regarded it busier than 

"Bourke Street" and soon evacuated  
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Hodgson River 

 

 

 
Kate Senior and David Carment at Hodgson River 
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Brian Reid and Fiona ? collecting wood for the bonfire 

 

 

 
 

After setting up camp for the night, Anthropologist, Kate Senior who had spent six years at Ngukurr took us 

to Mountain Creek about 60kms away to view an Aboriginal rock art site and interment. We had to a bit of 

rock climbing to get to it and most of us made it to the top!  
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Aboriginal rock art and interment 

 

 
Janie Mason  
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This gives you an idea how high we climbed up the rock face to view the art 

Bev Phelts and the fantastic scenery 

 

 
 
Jan Hills, Strife and Janie Mason 
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Looking across towards the Aboriginal rock art  

 

 
Geological sculptures 

 
more geological monuments! 
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The group 
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Breakfast at Hodgson River  (Sat 23 July) 

From left: Ruth Kerr, Janie Mason and Yvonne Forrest 

 

 
Returning north to Nathan River Road and on our way to Port Roper and St Vidgeon homestead ruins David 

is the second to get a flat tyre.   Kate Senior with spare & David Carment 

 
Inspection time - and yes, almost done 
From left:  Brian Reid, Ruth Kerr, Kate Senior, David Ritchie 

& David Carment 
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A flat also means an opportunity to have a stretch and chat with others 

 

 
 

We arrive at Port Roper boat ramp. Young Australian wreck is situated about  

one kilometre away and cannot be seen from the ramp.  
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How fresh food and provisions are delivered at the camping ground.  

And yes, the thong is holding up the sign on the tree.  

 

 
Roper River 

A kind fisherman offered to take three people in his dingy to see the Young Australian which is situated just 

around the bend from the boat ramp. The Young Australian was used for transporting supplies and the posts 

for the Overland Telegraph Line. Myself, Helen Haritos and her partner Brian jumped at the opportunity.  

 

 
Wreck of the Young Australian. It was a two metre tide which is about the highest 

for Roper River. Consequently all that could be seen were the boiler & crankshaft. 
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Wreck of the Young Australian showing the boiler and crankshaft from different angles. 

 

 

The three of us had diverted from the others so we speed down to St Vidgeon homestead ruins to catch up 

with the rest of the group. 
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St Vidgeon homestead interpretative sign  

 

 
St Vidgeon homestead ruins 

 

 
Stopping at Little Towns River Xing 

Dennis Stanbury 
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Little Towns River Xing 

From left:  Yvonne Forrest and Ruth Kerr on right 

 
Little Towns River Xing 

 
Lunch at Cox River Xing 

From left:  Yvonne Forrest, Ruth Kerr & Janie Mason 
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The Lost City, Limmen National Park 
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A selection of photos from Southern Lost City 
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Southern Lost City 
Left: Ruth Kerr and Bev Phelts 
 

 

 
Southern Lost City 

Left: Ruth Kerr and Janie Mason 
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Interpretive Sign on water and well diggers at the intersection of Nathan River & Ryans Bend Roads. 

 

 
We camped here on the river bank. (Sunday 24th) 

Our camp and Earl James' at the intersection of Nathan River & Ryans Bend Roads 

 
Borroloola Police Station Museum  

From left: Bev Phelts, Ruth Kerr and Yvonne Forrest (Sunday 24th) 
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Just to show how horrendous the flies were - look at Janie's back ! 

 
Lunch at Heartbreak Hotel, Cape Crawford (Sunday 24th) 

From left:  Ruth Kerr and Janie Mason  

 
Daly Waters Historic Pub 

From left:  Ruth Kerr, Yvonne Forrest and Janie Mason  

(Sunday 24th) 
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Inside Daly Waters Historic Pub 

Bev Phelts (Sunday 24th) 

 
 

On the return to Darwin, we stopped along the way to view the Alexander Forrest memorial, the Elsey 

Cemetery and National Park, the Mataranka Museum, Katherine Tourist Bureau and lunched at Edith Falls.  

 

Explorer, Alexander Forrest's memorial approximately 40 kms south from Larrimah on the Stuart Highway. 

Forrest and his party had almost perished from lack of water when they reached an Overland Telegraph well 

near this memorial. Prior to then the party had killed a horse and hawk to drink their blood.  Ruth Kerr in 

photo. 
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A selection of photographs on Elsey Cemetery and National Park  

 

 
Elsey Cemetery and National Park, Jennie and Aeneas Gunn memorials 

From left:  Ruth Kerr, Yvonne Forrest, Janie Mason & Bev Phelts 

(Sunday 24th) 

 

 
Cairn marking the site of the original Elsey homestead 300 metres from the 

Elsey  Cemetery  

 



 

24 

 

 

 
 

 
Lunch at Edith Falls 

From left:  Ruth Kerr, Yvonne Forrest & Janie Mason 

(Monday 25th)  

 

 

The tally was three flat tyres, one bogged vehicle and one lost thong. 
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