
Bankruptcy Attorney Bonnie Baker Recently
Featured on Close Up Radio

ANDERSON, CA, UNITED STATES, March

3, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- When

someone mentions bankruptcy, images

of lost assets, ruined credit, and

unending court battles often spring to

mind. Enter Bonnie Baker, seasoned

attorney and founder of The Law

Offices of Bonnie Baker, who makes

the prospect of a Chapter 7 proceeding

less like a financial cliff dive and more

like a carefully planned parachute

jump. With nearly four decades of legal

experience covering criminal appeals,

family law, civil litigation, wills and

trusts, and now bankruptcy, Bonnie

combines deep legal know-how with

genuine compassion. Her approach

helps debtors stop the creditor calls,

keep the essentials of life, and reclaim

financial breathing room.

“Bankruptcy is super dangerous without legal help,” Bonnie explains with the frankness that her

clients appreciate. “All of our bankruptcy hearings are now held on Zoom, which makes

appearing at the hearing easier. These hearings typically last only a few minutes for Chapter 7,

and approximately fifteen minutes for Chapter 13.”

Under Chapter 7, the court trustee assumes control over all assets and debts, and the debtor

cannot dismiss the case once filed. Missteps, such as hiding assets or misunderstanding

exemptions, can cost more than money and a loss of assets: they can cost peace of mind. Bonnie

guides clients through data-driven exemption analysis, helping them keep their home equity

under California’s generous homestead exemption (up to $365,000 for counties with lower home

values and up to for counties with $722,000 or higher home values) and she will strike the right

balance between vehicle values, personal property, and secured obligations.

http://www.einpresswire.com


A recurring theme in bankruptcy is the immediate relief it provides by allowing individuals to

prioritize essential living expenses over other debts, which often results in clients finally being

able to afford their necessary prescriptions. For instance, a client recently shared that she had

been suffering from a treatable illness for years but was unable to afford the care she needed

despite having a physician; following her consultation with Attorney Baker, she is now finally

moving forward with her treatment. In another example, an 86-year-old individual reported that

credit card collectors had told her she must prioritize her card payments over food, leading her

to go without meat for over a year. After learning about her options, she was finally able to go

out and purchase hamburger meat for herself.

Sticking to Facts While Using the Latest Tools

Artificial intelligence is reshaping every profession. Bonnie welcomes AI for quick research,

document templates, and routine case summaries. Yet she warns, “I tried an AI service that

generated fictitious cases and mixed-up legal jargon. You just cannot hand that to a judge.”

Before filing, she verifies each citation, refines every argument with client facts, and adds

nuances based on judicial preferences. While AI is a useful assistant, Bonnie remains at the

helm, tailoring every legal argument with the Issue-Rule-Application-Conclusion (IRAC) format

that law schools teach and case law requires.

Beyond Zero-Balance Statements

Bonnie’s work is not just about wiping out credit cards. She also negotiates “compromise of debt”

for small businesses and professionals in transition (which is less expensive than some of the

business bankruptcies where retainers are $15,000 to $50,000). Whether it’s a small business

that has suffered unexpected losses due to COVID or an entrepreneur recovering from a medical

emergency, Bonnie lowers interest rates, extends payment timelines, and crafts exit strategies

that avert full Chapter 7 filing. When clients face $50,000 or $500,000 in obligations, she designs

customized debt resolution options, from restructured family business plans to full liquidation,

with an eye on preserving livelihoods and quality of life.

A Career That Came Full Circle

An international relations major who spent a year at Waseda University in Japan, Bonnie landed

English-Japanese translation work for a World Expo before pivoting to law. As she became

interested in attending law school, she witnessed the first-year male law school class walkout

demanding gender equality in law school admissions. She went to night school, earned her JD,

passed the Bar, and began by helping her partner who was practicing criminal law, including

appeals. Over time she tackled personal injury, marital disputes, wills, trusts, and now

bankruptcy. Along the way, she has negotiated millions in settlements, guided countless families

through grief, and set the stage for new beginnings.

Bankruptcy as the True “Fresh Start” Remedy



Clients often arrive at Bonnie’s office teary-eyed and on the brink of giving up. “I’m suicidal,” one

woman confessed. Two hours later, she left with her first real plan since her hospital stay that

had racked up $80,000 in helicopter bills. “Tonight, I will be able sleep again,” the client told

Bonnie. Indeed, federal law allows debtors to stop paying nonessential creditors overnight, and

then file for Chapter 7. Weeks later, credit scores rebound, sometimes reaching 750 or higher

within eight months after the four to six months Chapter 7 bankruptcy. Income remains steady

while debts vanish. The result is the quickest way to boost debt-to-income ratios and permit new

lending opportunities.

Based in Shasta County, CA., Bonnie is equally at ease in bankruptcy court as she is tending to

feral cats on her office patio. Founder of ABC Paralegal, she expanded her pro bono work since

this business also provides a short and free legal evaluation for parties interested in using its

services.

While headlines tout AI takeover and fear mongering over robots replacing human jobs, Bonnie

bets on human judgment. “AI cannot gauge a judge’s demeanor in the courtroom,” she notes.

Instead, she monitors new case law, shifts in exemption amounts, and evolving IRS rules to keep

strategies modern and cost-effective.

A Call to Credit-Hungry Californians

With California’s housing costs at record heights from Southern California to North of the Bay

Area and with Northern California housing prices also increasing, more people are seeking

answers to looming debt. Bonnie Baker reminds them there are lesser-known strategies to

protect assets: Chapter 13 timely filing stops foreclosure sales and allows debtors to catch up on

their mortgage payments so they become current, as well as protective creditor negotiations.

“Kevin O’Leary may call you a marked man on Shark Tank,” Bonnie laughs, “but if you have less

than $1 million in equity and use the rules wisely, you’re about to hit restart.”

About ABC Paralegal

ABC Paralegal was established over 35 years ago with the dedicated purpose of assisting parties

who may not have the financial means to hire a traditional attorney. The firm provides a

complimentary 15-minute consultation to help individuals navigate their specific form choices.

Should a client require additional time beyond this initial period, those 15 minutes are credited

toward the hourly rate, which facilitates a process where individuals can obtain sound advice

from an attorney and then proceed with the paralegal business for a minimal financial

investment. It is common for clients to utilize a sequential approach multiple times throughout

the duration of a single case to ensure they receive consistent and affordable assistance.

About The Law Offices of Bonnie Baker



Operating out of Anderson in Shasta County, CA, The Law Offices of Bonnie Baker specializes in

bankruptcy law, out-of-court debt negotiation, and estate planning. With a background in

criminal appeals, family law, and civil litigation, Bonnie Baker offers a breadth of legal expertise,

high ethical standards, and a friendly touch. For clients, she turns one of life’s toughest

challenges into a well-charted path forward.

Close Up Radio recently featured bankruptcy attorney Bonnie Baker in an interview with Jim

Masters on Wednesday February 25th at 3pm EST

Listen to the Podcast

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/close-up-radio-spotlights-bankruptcy-attorney-

bonnie/id1785721253?i=1000751739370

https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-close-up-radio-242020413/episode/close-up-radio-

spotlights-bankruptcy-attorney-324907802/

https://open.spotify.com/episode/2vIs9d92B4RoodditqPFsC

For more information about bankruptcy Attorney Bonnie Baker, please visit

https://www.lawofficesofbonniebaker.com/
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