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SAINT AGNES CHURCH

PHOENIX, AZ

Dear Sons and Daughters in Christ,

We now come to the final Corporal Work of Mercy,
which is to bury the dead.

This is the last physical act of love for one who has
died. It speaks to the respect we have for the body
given by God and our belief in “the resurrection of the
body and life everlasting.” As I have said in prior
columns, we do for the baptized what was done for
Jesus. He was lovingly taken from the Cross and laid
in a sacred place. Such things as throwing ashes away
or not interring them in a blessed place is not in accord
with our beliefs.

The act of mercy itself, the prayer, the presence, the
words of comfort and the prayerful attendance at
funeral Mass and the burial to support of the family
and friends of one who has died is an honorable and
compassionate act. For most of us, funerals are not our
preference when it comes to how we spend our time.
Nonetheless, they are important and we should do our
best to be present at funerals because our prayer
benefits those who have died and shows their loved
ones know that they are not alone. As well, our faith
and prayer with them at that time can help them to trust
in God. If you have ever lost someone close, you know
what a blessing it is to have that support in grief.

Most especially, when we offer the Mass along with
burying the dead, we are entrusting them to the Father
of Mercies with the very offering of Jesus that destroys
death itself. No greater prayer could be offered. Our
hope is that they will personally thank us for this act of
love in heaven.

This work of mercy continues as we pray for the dead
daily, when we visit the cemetery, at every Mass, on
All Souls Day and on the various anniversaries of the
deceased.

Your Father,
Fr. Paul

P.S. Next week, I will begin with the Spiritual Works
of Mercy.

Queridos hijos ¢ hijas en Cristo:

Llegamos ahora a la ultima Obra de Misericordia
Corporal, que consiste en enterrar a los difuntos.

Este es el ultimo acto fisico de amor hacia quien ha
fallecido. Refleja el respeto que tenemos por el cuerpo
que Dios nos ha dado y nuestra creencia en «la
resurreccion de la carne y la vida eterna». Como he
mencionado en columnas anteriores, hacemos por los
bautizados lo mismo que se hizo por Jesus: El fue
bajado amorosamente de la Cruz y depositado en un
lugar sagrado. Actitudes tales como desechar las
cenizas o no sepultarlas en un lugar bendecido no estan
en consonancia con nuestras creencias.

El acto de misericordia en si mismo —Ila oracion, la
presencia, las palabras de consuelo y la asistencia
orante a la Misa exequial y al entierro para brindar
apoyo a los familiares y amigos del difunto—
constituye un acto honorable y compasivo. Para la
mayoria de nosotros, los funerales no son precisamente
la actividad que prefeririamos realizar en nuestro
tiempo libre. No obstante, son importantes, y debemos
esforzarnos por estar presentes en ellos, pues nuestra
oracion beneficia a los difuntos y demuestra a sus seres
queridos que no estan solos. Asimismo, nuestra fe y
nuestra oracion junto a ellos en esos momentos pueden
ayudarles a confiar en Dios. Si alguna vez han perdido
a un ser cercano, sabran qué gran bendicion supone
contar con ese apoyo en medio del duelo.

De manera muy especial, cuando ofrecemos la Misa —
unida al acto de sepultar a los difuntos—, los
encomendamos al Padre de las Misericordias mediante
la misma ofrenda de Jesus, aquella que destruye la
muerte misma. No podria ofrecerse una oracion mas
excelsa. Nuestra esperanza es que, desde el Cielo, ellos
mismos nos agradezcan personalmente este acto de
amor.

Esta obra de misericordia perdura a medida que
rezamos a diario por los difuntos: al visitar el
cementerio, en cada Misa, en el Dia de los Difuntos y
en los diversos aniversarios de su fallecimiento.
Vuestro Padre,

P. Paul

P.D.: La proxima semana comenzar¢ a tratar las Obras
de Misericordia Espirituales.




This Week At St. Agnes

Esta Semana en Santa Inés

Saturday May 2, 2026

8:00AM-5:00PM: Catholics in Actions Retreat —
Cafeteria

8:00AM--4:00PM: Spanish Cursillo Retreat —
Parish Hall

6:00-8:00PM: Young Adults Group — St. Therese
Hall

Sunday May 3, 2026

Regular Mass schedule

Monday May 4, 2026

Legion of Mary St. Therese Hall 3:00-5:00pm
Tuesday, May 5, 2026

8:30AM: Legion of Mary — Church Sacristy
7:00PM - 9:00PM Grupo de Oracién - Donohoe
Hall & St. Therese Hall

6:00-9:00 PM: Catholics in Action—Cafeteria
Wednesday, May 6, 2026

6:30-7:30PM: Bible Study —Cafeteria
Thursday, May 7, 2026

7:00PM - 9:00PM Grupo de Oracién - Donohoe
Hall & St. Therese Hall

Friday, May 8, 2026

Sisters of Life Event—Parish Hall

Saturday, May 9, 2026

8:00 —5:00PM Sisters of Life—Parish Hall
6:00-8:00PM: Y outh Group—Parish Hall.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, May 2, 2026
8:00AM +Marianna Szarek
9:00AM Confessions

4:00PM +Arthur Grochowski
Sunday, May 3, 2026

9:00AM +tIsela Antonia Garcia
12:00PM +Petra Barraza
6:00PM  Todo Los Feligreses
Monday, May 4, 2026

8:00AM +Ben & John Winters
Tuesday, May 5, 2026

8:00AM Fred Lozier (sick)
Wednesday, May 6, 2026
8:00AM Teresa Peraza
Thursday, May 7, 2026
8:00AM Livingston Family
Friday, May 8, 2026

8:00AM Nolola Conner
Saturday, May 9, 2026
8:00AM All Parishioners
9:00AM Confessions

4:00PM All Parishioners
Sunday, May 10, 2026
9:00AM +Daniel Gomez
12:00PM +Federico Zavala & Zenaya Olvera
6:00PM  Todo Los Feligreses

SUNDAY COLLECTION FOR 4/26/2026
Tithing: $7,446.50 RE Children: $108.00
Online Giving: $1,660.00

Thank you for your generous and faithful giving!

iGracias por su gnerosidad y donacion fiel!




Come and See

You are invited to attend the Legion of Mary Meeting on Tuesday, following the
8 a.m. Mass in the sacristy. See how you help bring Christ to others in our parish.
For information call Dorothy at 602-944-6811 or attend the meeting.

Monday, May 4

Tomorrow there will be a Come and See Meeting of the Legion of Mary follow-
ing 8 a.m. Mass in the sacristy. Come and see how you can be part of this im-
portant work in our parish.

Tuesday, May 5
Today the Legion of Mary will meet in the sacristy. You are invited to learn how
you can be part of this important work in our parish.

Veny ve

Estés invitado a asistir a la reunion de la Legion de Maria este martes, después de
la Misa de las 8:00 a. m., en la sacristia. Descubre coémo puedes ayudar a llevar a
Cristo a los demas en nuestra parroquia.

Para mas informacion, llama a Dorothy al 602-944-6811 o asiste a la reunion.

Lunes, 4 de mayo

Manana se llevara a cabo una reunioén de “Ven y ve” de la Legion de Maria,
después de la Misa de las 8:00 a. m., en la sacristia. Ven y descubre como puedes
formar parte de esta importante labor en nuestra parroquia.

Martes, S de mayo
La Legion de Maria se reunira en la sacristia. Estas invitado a conocer como
puedes formar parte de esta importante labor en nuestra parroquia.

Congratulations to Fr. Edgar Varela’s

Ordination to the Gobp BLEss You

Priesthood! ON YOUR
Thanksgiving Mass at St. Agnes @fmd)(
Catholic Church
12 pm, May 3, 2026

iFelicidades al P. Edgar Varela por su
ordenacion sacerdotal!
Misa de Accion de Gracias en la Iglesia
Catolica Santa Inés
12:00 p. m., 3 de mayo de 2026




