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What’s New?

Rules/Advisory Opinions
• Comprehensive rule review continues

• New sworn complaint rules in place

Legislative Update 
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• Foreign Adversary Disclosures and lobby rules 

• Payee home addresses redacted 

• Pension adjustments delegated to TEC

• Sunset Bill did not pass

Personnel 

• New Commissioners

• New Executive Staff 

Case Law Update

• Ex Parte Charette 

• Ex Parte Stafford

• TEC v. Sullivan  
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Personnel Update 

New Commissioners
• Geannie Morrison replaces Katie Kennedy 

• Mark Strama replaces Steve Wolens 

• Chris Flood elected chair

• Pat Mizell elected vice-chair 

New Executive Staff
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• Marie Primm joins as Director of Enforcement 

• Amanda Arriaga joins as General Counsel 

• Jim Tinley appointed Executive Director 

New Positions

• Two new attorney positions

• New project manager positions 
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Rules 

Sworn Complaint Rules 

• Discovery Control Plans 

• Limits durations and number of discovery requests

• SB 869

• Settlement offers made earlier

• Preliminary review hearings set earlier 

Lobby Rules 
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• No major changes proposed  

Comprehensive rule review, plus more

Comprehensive Review Continues 

• Disclosure of Interested Parties (Chapter 46)

• Conflicts of Interest (Chapter 45) 

• Political and Legislative Advertising (Chapter 26)

Rule Review Guideposts 

• Simplify and clarify

• Sync with statute, practice

• Seek public engagement 
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Advisory Opinions

EAO 622
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• A legislative staff member may not accept outside 
employment assisting a registered lobbyist because 
such a dual role would put the legislative employee in 
a situation where he may reasonably be required or 
induced to disclose confidential information or where 
his official independence and judgement may be 
reasonably expected to be impaired.

Comprehensive rule review, plus more

EAO 616
• The generally applicable lobby registration and 

disclosure requirements apply to a person who 
lobbies on behalf of a tribal nation.

EAO 620

• The requestor or the requestor’s corporation may 
grant the use of the aircraft to legislators as long as it 
is used to transport the legislators to a conference or 
similar event where they provide a service. 

• However, providing the aircraft appears to be a lobby 
expenditure that will likely trigger lobby registration 
and reporting obligations for the person providing 
the use of the aircraft.
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Legislative Update 

Foreign Adversaries 
• HB 119 (Gerdes): Major restrictions on lobbying for a 

“foreign adversary” 

• No compensations threshold for registration

• Cannot accept lobby compensation from foreign adversary

• SB 2514 (Hughes): All government employees and volunteers 
must report contacts with foreign adversaries
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Sunset bill fails, new disclosure rules, pensions get adjustments   

“Elected Class” Pensions
• SB 293 (Huffman): TEC must adjust pension formula every 5 

years for the “elected class”

Reporting Changes

• HB 551 (Swanson): Payee home address redacted

• HB 3575 (Noble): appraisal district candidates file CFRs with 
county not the appraisal district 

Sworn Complaints 
• SB 1220 (Hughes) courts must not imply an exhaustion 

requirement for  

• SB 2781 (Birdwell) Limits civil penalty lobbying during two-
year waiting period. 

• SB 869 (Birdwell) Limits when TEC can toll sworn complaint 
deadline. 
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Caselaw Update 
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Ex parte Charette reversed, Ex parte Stafford affirmed

• CCA originally finds a referral from TEC is a 
prerequisite for filing criminal charges for an 
offense of a law the TEC enforces. 

• On rehearing, CCA reverses itself. 
• Concurrence stands by original opinion but 

would reverse because of change in law. 
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Caselaw Update 

9

Ex parte Charette reversed, Ex parte Stafford affirmed
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Caselaw Update 
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Ex parte Charette reversed, Ex parte Stafford affirmed
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Avoiding Common 
Filing Errors 
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Dave Guilianelli

Director of Disclosure Filings
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Lobby Registration
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Lobby Registration
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Lobby Registration
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The Texas Ethics Commission – Disclosure Filings
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Filing a registration for the wrong year

Paying a Registration at the end of the month

Filing a report late

Having no activity does not mean no report

Reporting with wrong dates for a given report

Administrative Process – Statement of Defense

Common Errors
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The Texas Ethics Commission – Disclosure Filings
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Common Errors


