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Massabesic Experimental Forest 
As the geographic anchor point for the Massabesic Region, fuels reduction and forest resilience treatments on the Massabesic 
Experimental Forest (MEF) are a top priority. WUI expansion adjacent to National Forests is higher than surrounding areas (Mockrin et 
al., 2022). The MEF is unique in that while it is federal land, it is not a part of the National Forest System and therefore, its management 
direction is not outlined in a national forest plan (USDA, 2006). The MEF is owned by the USDA Forest Service Northern Research 
Station, and its management is the responsibility of the Research Work Unit NRS-4155 “Ecology and Management of Northern 
Forests”, whose staff is in Durham, NH, Bartlett, NH, and Bradley and Orono, ME (USDA, 2006). The MEF also has a management 
agreement with the Maine Forest Service (MFS) where the MFS maintains an office onsite in exchange for maintenance of some 
facilities, trails, gates etc. 
 
A 2020 Categorical Exclusion (CE) and the 2023 MEF Hazardous Fuels and Resource Management Project final environmental 
assessment and finding of no significant impact (EA) cleared the way for implementation to begin on the MEF. The CE identifies 205 
acres across 15 units for thinning and/or prescribed burning. The EA identifies 1,155.4 acres across 12 units slated for various 
silvicultural treatments that include thinning, prescribed burning, patch cuts, group selection, release (cutting of non-merchantable 
trees), and shaded fuel breaks (USDA, 2023). Work under the 2020 CE has already begun.  
 
Participants on this field trip will visit recent treatment areas, including the one pictured below. The discussion will center on 
observations from participants on the oak/pine response to treatment and the role of fire in restoring these fire adapted systems.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Shelterwood treatment on the MEF Aerial view of shelterwood treatment and group/patch selection 
circled in red 
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