
The Agenda of the Board of Zoning Adjustments is subject to change prior to the scheduled meeting. The Board Chair reserves 
the right to vary the order of the meeting, if warranted.  Questions regarding the agenda and meeting may be directed to the 
Department of Engineering and Zoning at (205) 332-6854.

Page 1 of 2

Homewood Board of Zoning Adjustments
Agenda

Thursday, July 10, 2025, 6:00 P.M.
City Council Chamber

2850 19th Street South, 2nd Floor
Homewood, Alabama 35209

Board Members
Chair, Michael Pirkle, Ward 3 Vice-Chair, Callan Childs, Ward 1

Mario Neavez, Ward 2               Megan Hand, Ward 4
William Johnson, Ward 5

Supernumeraries
John Geer Winslow Armstead

*NOTE: Prior to the scheduled public hearing, a brief work session will be held for Board members beginning at 5:30 
p.m. in the City Council’s Committee Workroom located on the 2nd floor behind the Council Chambers. Members of 
the public are welcome to attend and observe the work session; however, questions and/or comments from the public 
will only be considered during the scheduled public hearing. 
While the scheduled hearing is available for live-stream viewing here: https://www.cityofhomewood.com/live-stream, 
persons who wish to comment during the meeting may only do so in person.  Comments in support or opposition, may 
be submitted via email to the Department of Engineering & Zoning by clicking the following link:  
www.cityofhomewood.com/engineering-zoning or to the Secretary to the Board of Zoning Adjustments at 
fred.goodwin@homewoodal.org. Comments may also be hand delivered to the Department of Engineering & Zoning, 
located on the 4th floor of Homewood City Hall.  Please include the address or case number and submit them no later 
than 24 hours prior to the meeting.

Order of Business
I. Call to Order                         
II. Roll Call
III. Minutes Approval– June 5, 2025
IV. Communications/Reports from Chair & Vice Chair
V. Old Business
VI. New Business

1) SV-25-07-01, 208 Devon Drive, Parcel ID. No: 2800181002047000, 
Applicant/Property Owner: Gregg Hewitt Gilbert

a) A request for a variance to Article IV. District Uses, Sec A. Neighborhood 
Preservation District, (3) development regulations, (h) to increase the 
permitted maximum total lot impervious coverage from 45 percent to 56.5 
percent for a total increase of 11.5 percent.

2) SV-25-07-02, 401 Devon Drive, Parcel ID. No: 2800172004014000, 
Applicant/Property Owner: Virginia Foster

a) A request for a variance to Article VI. District Development Criteria, Sec. L. 
Erection, Location, and Construction of Exterior Fences and Walls, (1) 
General Regulations, (2) (d) to reduce the required setback along the street 
right-of-way from 9-feet to 1-foot in order to construct a fence 4-feet in height.
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3) SV-25-07-03, 1001 Drexel Parkway, Parcel ID. No: 2900231007008000, 
Applicant: Shemea Walk /Property Owner: Faircrest Real Estate Partners 

a) A request for a variance to Article IV. District Uses, Sec. A. NPD Neighborhood 
Preservation District, d. Setbacks, ii. Side, to reduce the required side setback 
from 10-feet to 7.5-feet for a total reduction of 2.5-feet in order to construct an 
uncovered wooden deck. 

VII. Communications from Staff 
VIII. Adjournment 



SV-25-07-01













Hardship statement for Homewood City variance request  

We would like to make some landscaping changes to our front yard that include placing a 
new parking pad area and repairing a sidewalk. The current impervious percentage for the 
lot is approximately 57%.  We request a variance for these reasons: 

 despite attempting several phases of improvement over several years, the front 
yard's appearance from the street view remains a local neighborhood eyesore 
(please see the attached photograph). We are trying to make our neighborhood 
better.  A variance will allow us to make a net improvement for the neighborhood. 
 

 our proposed changes reduce the current impervious square footage (although only 
by 48 square feet). 
 

 the calculation of the current impervious percentage includes a covered back 
porch. Although this coverage prevents immediate penetration of rain, this porch is 
approximately 20 feet above ground that has a substantial slope. Uncovered ground 
adjacent to it does have runo  that drains to this ground (please see the attached 
photograph), so there is some groundwater penetration here even though it is 
calculated as entirely impervious.  
 

 conforming to the new 45% impervious standard would require us to do substantial 
and costly demolition of our driveway, even though its current condition is very 
good. 
 

 Our opinion is that a variance is warranted because we are not increasing the 
percentage that is impervious, and we are improving our neighborhood. 
 







 

104 TRADE CENTER DRIVE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35244   (205) 520-8943     FAX (205) 848-2499   E-MAIL:trademarkeng@aol.com 
 

6 May 2025 
 

Mr. Cale Smith     Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Gilbert 
City of Homewood Building Dept.  208 Devon Drive 
2850 19th St. South, Suite #4   Homewood, Alabama 35209 
Homewood, Alabama 35209    
Tel. (205) 332-6800    Tel. (205) 908-6839 
      Email:  ggilbert2925@gmail.com 
 

Re: Adverse Effects Letter for Proposed Site Improvements to Single-Family Residence 
Located @ 208 Devon Drive,  Homewood, Alabama 35209 

 

Mr. Smith: 
 

We at TradeMark Engineering Services, Inc. have been requested to evaluate the subject project property with the 
Proposed Landscaping Improvements to the subject existing Single-Family Residence. The existing single-family 
residence has a Total Lot Area of 8,269 s.f. (0.19 acre) with the existing residence having a Footprint Area of 
2,435 s.f., 1,790 s.f. Concrete Driveway, Covered Rear Deck with an Area of 325 s.f. and the Front Stone 
Sidewalk Area of 170 s.f., for a total impervious area of 4,720 s.f. corelating to 57.1% of total lot area having an 
impervious surface. The proposed site improvements consist of the following scope of work. 
 

Scope of Work: 
1. Remove three existing Cedar Trees and Replace with three Magnolia Trees 
2. Remove existing Nandina and install River Rock Planter Bed with Various Plantings 
3. Replace Front Stone Walk with New Mortared Flagstone Walkway, Reduced by 48 s.f. 
4. Add Large Planter Bed in Front Yard with Various Plantings with a Seating Area 
5. Add 508 s.f. of Pervious Stone Paver area for additional parking adjacent to existing driveway. 

 

The proposed total impervious area will decrease to 4,672 s.f. corelating to 56.5% of total lot area. Since the total 
impervious area will decrease, there will not be any significant change in Storm Water Runoff. Trademark 
Engineering has evaluated the existing property with the proposed Site Improvements and have determined that 
No Adverse Effects could be anticipated to any neighboring or downstream properties. 
 

It is the opinion of Trademark Engineering Services, Inc., that the subject project will not adversely affect any 
wetlands, upstream properties, downstream properties, or neighboring properties as a result of the proposed 
modifications. Also, there will be no critical areas created as a result of this project. Furthermore, we have 
determined that the property proposed site improvements do not negatively impact any existing storm water 
systems nor any existing structures.  
 

We appreciate the opportunity to cooperate with you on this matter and will make every effort to comply with the 
“City of Homewood Building Department” standards, specifications, regulations, codes, and ordinances. If you 
have any questions regarding the content of this letter, do not hesitate to contact our office at your earliest 
convenience. 
 





[This attachment has two pages] 

Photograph of front yard showing perennial eyesore  despite n mero s e orts 

 

  



Photograph of back yard showing that there is some permeable drainage into the ground 
underneath the back deck, even though all of this area is calculated as impervious 

 



CCITY OF HOMEWOOD
ENGINEERINGG && ZONINGG DEPARTMENT

2850 - 19th Street South - 4th Floor
Homewood, Alabama 35209

Phone 205-332-6800 | Fax 205-332-6955

Alexx Wyatt,, Mayorr Calee Smith,, PE,, Directorr 

June 25, 2025
Gregg Gilbert
208 Devon Drive
Homewood, AL 35209

Re: 208 Devon Drive, Homewood, Alabama 35209

Dear Property Owner:

This letter shall serve as a public hearing notice to the parties in interest and to all adjacent property 
owners.  The Homewood Board of Zoning Adjustments has been petitioned to modify the zoning 
regulations, as they apply to the above referenced property, as follows: 

Case Number SV-25-07-01, 208 Devon Drive, Parcel ID. No: 2800181002047000, 
Applicant/Property Owner: Gregg Hewitt Gilbert

A request for a variance to Article IV. District Uses, Sec A. Neighborhood Preservation District, (3) 
development regulations, (h) to increase the permitted maximum total lot impervious coverage from 45 
percent to 56.5 percent for a total increase of 11.5 percent.

The Board of Zoning and Adjustments will consider this petition at its regular meeting to be held at 
6:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 10, 2025, in the Council Chambers (2nd Floor) of Homewood City Hall, 
2850 19th Street South.  You or your agent must attend the public hearing to present your 
request to the Board. Public comments in support or opposition to the petition shall be heard by 
the Board at this time. Additional information regarding the electronic submittal of comments is
provided on the reverse side of this notice.

Sincerely,

Sherri Williams, Zoning Supervisor

cc: Applicant
Adjacent property owners



Public Hearing Notice 
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Information and Instructions: The public hearing will be preceded by a brief work 
session between Board Members and city staff beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the City Council’s 
Committee Workroom located on the 2nd floor behind the Council Chambers. 
 
Comments in support or opposition may also be submitted via email to the Board Secretary 
at fred.goodwin@homewoodal.org.  Comments should be submitted no later than 24-hours 
prior to the meeting and will be provided Board Members for their consideration.  Please 
reference the case number or the address of the subject property in your comments. 
 
A copy of the meeting agenda packet, which includes the file for this case, will be available 
for viewing and downloading the Friday before the scheduled public hearing.  You may 
access the agenda packet on the home page of the city’s website @ 
www.cityofhomewood.com by clicking on the “Upcoming Meetings/BZA” tab. 
 
For further information or to review any files or drawings pertaining to this application you 
may contact our office at (205) 332-6800 or visit between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday. 





SV-25-07-02











We are applying for a variance in order to build our fence such that we can maximize safe play 
space in the back yard. Since we live on a corner lot, as it stands now we would need to build 
our fence 9 feet back from the right of way. Our property line along Rumson Road is set back 
14 feet from the curb. Our hardship and reason we are applying for a variance is that if we have 
our fence set back 9 feet from this line then we have a very small fenced in area. We have a 
small lot (0.2 acres in total) and we have two toddlers. We would love to make our back yard 
into a great safe play space for them. 


We would like a variance to build our fence closer to the property line, with a 1 foot set back 
(there are two trees along the property line so would need to be set back at least 1 foot).  We 
plan to make our fence very tasteful - a four foot aluminum fence with two arched pedestrian 
gates. We do not want to impact visibility - we simply want a fence for safety for children and 
pets. Thank you for your consideration - we really appreciate it!
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CCITY OF HOMEWOOD
ENGINEERINGG && ZONINGG DEPARTMENT

2850 - 19th Street South - 4th Floor
Homewood, Alabama 35209

Phone 205-332-6800 | Fax 205-332-6955

Alexx Wyatt,, Mayorr Calee Smith,, PE,, Directorr 

June 25, 2025

Virginia Foster
208 Devon Drive
Homewood, AL 35209

Re: 401 Devon Drive, Homewood, Alabama 35209

Dear Property Owner:

This letter shall serve as a public hearing notice to the parties in interest and to all adjacent property 
owners.  The Homewood Board of Zoning Adjustments has been petitioned to modify the zoning 
regulations, as they apply to the above referenced property, as follows: 

Case Number SV-25-07-02, 401 Devon Drive, Parcel ID. No: 2800172004014000, 
Applicant/Property Owner: Virginia Foster

A request for a variance to Article VI. District Development Criteria, Sec. L. Erection, Location, and 
Construction of Exterior Fences and Walls, (1) General Regulations, (2) (d) to reduce the required 
setback along the street right-of-way from 9-feet to 1-foot in order to construct a fence 4-feet in height.

The Board of Zoning and Adjustments will consider this petition at its regular meeting to be held at 
6:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 10, 2025, in the Council Chambers (2nd Floor) of Homewood City Hall, 
2850 19th Street South. You or your agent must attend the public hearing to present your 
request to the Board. Public comments in support or opposition to the petition shall be heard by 
the Board at this time. Additional information regarding the electronic submittal of comments is
provided on the reverse side of this notice.

Sincerely,

Sherri Williams, Zoning Supervisor

cc: Applicant
Adjacent property owners
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Information and Instructions: The public hearing will be preceded by a brief work 
session between Board Members and city staff beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the City Council’s 
Committee Workroom located on the 2nd floor behind the Council Chambers. 
 
Comments in support or opposition may also be submitted via email to the Board Secretary 
at fred.goodwin@homewoodal.org.  Comments should be submitted no later than 24-hours 
prior to the meeting and will be provided to Board Members for their consideration.  Please 
reference the case number or the address of the subject property in your comments. 
 
A copy of the meeting agenda packet, which includes the file for this case, will be available 
for viewing and downloading the Friday before the scheduled public hearing.  You may 
access the agenda packet on the home page of the city’s website @ 
www.cityofhomewood.com by clicking on the “Upcoming Meetings/BZA” tab. 
 
For further information or to review any files or drawings pertaining to this application you 
may contact our office at (205) 332-6800 or visit between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday. 





SV-25-07-03
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Phone: (205) 985-9315 (Fax 205-985-9385)
2032 Valleydale Road, Birmingham, AL 35244
Arrington Engineering & Land Surveying, Inc.
Jeff D. Arrington, AL Reg. #18664

STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

 I, Jeff D. Arrington, a registered Land Surveyor, certify that I have surveyed    Lot 33   , according to the survey of   DREXEL HILLS   , as recorded in
Map Volume 36 , Page 71 , in the office of the Judge of Probate JEFFERSON County, Alabama;  That all parts of this survey and drawing have been
completed in accordance with the current requirements of the Standards  of Practice for Surveying in the State of Alabama to the best of my knowledge,
information and belief; That there are no encroachments on said lot except as shown; That improvements are located as shown above. No Flood Zone
Determination was requested or performed as part of this survey.

Party Chief:
Order No.

By:
Date of Survey:
Drawing Date:
Address:

KS

1001 DREXEL PARKWAY, HOMEWOOD
4-4-2025
4-4-2025

85323

JDA

PhoPhoPhoPhoPhone:nene:ne:ne: (2(2(2(2(205)05)05)05)05) 98989898985-95-95-95-95-9315315315315315 (F(F(F(F(Faxaxax axax 205205205205205-98-98-98-98985-95-95-95-95-9385385385385385)))))
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CCITY OF HOMEWOOD
ENGINEERINGG && ZONINGG DEPARTMENT

2850 - 19th Street South - 4th Floor
Homewood, Alabama 35209

Phone 205-332-6800 | Fax 205-332-6955

Alexx Wyatt,, Mayorr Calee Smith,, PE,, Directorr 

June 25, 2025

Shemea Walk
Faircrest Real Estate Partners
208 Devon Drive
Homewood, AL 35209

Re: 1001 Drexel Parkway, Homewood, Alabama 35209

Dear Property Owner:

This letter shall serve as a public hearing notice to the parties in interest and to all adjacent property 
owners.  The Homewood Board of Zoning Adjustments has been petitioned to modify the zoning 
regulations, as they apply to the above referenced property, as follows: 

Case Number SV-25-07-03, 1001 Drexel Parkway, Parcel ID. No: 2900231007008000, 
Applicant: Shemea Walk /Property Owner: Faircrest Real Estate Partners

a) A request for a variance to Article IV. District Uses, Sec. A. NPD Neighborhood Preservation District, 
d. Setbacks, ii. Side, to reduce the required side setback from 10-feet to 7.5-feet for a total reduction of 
2.5-feet in order to construct an uncovered wooden deck.

The Board of Zoning and Adjustments will consider this petition at its regular meeting to be held at 
6:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 10, 2025, in the Council Chambers (2nd Floor) of Homewood City Hall, 
2850 19th Street South.  You or your agent must attend the public hearing to present your 
request to the Board. Public comments in support or opposition to the petition shall be heard by 
the Board at this time. Additional information regarding the electronic submittal of comments is
provided on the reverse side of this notice.

Sincerely,

Sherri Williams, Zoning Supervisor

cc: Applicant
Adjacent property owners



Public Hearing Notice 
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Information and Instructions: The public hearing will be preceded by a brief work 
session between Board Members and city staff beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the City Council’s 
Committee Workroom located on the 2nd floor behind the Council Chambers. 
 
Comments in support or opposition may also be submitted via email to the Board Secretary 
at fred.goodwin@homewoodal.org.  Comments should be submitted no later than 24-hours 
prior to the meeting and will be provided to Board Members for their consideration.  Please 
reference the case number or the address of the subject property in your comments. 
 
A copy of the meeting agenda packet, which includes the file for this case, will be available 
for viewing and downloading the Friday before the scheduled public hearing.  You may 
access the agenda packet on the home page of the city’s website @ 
www.cityofhomewood.com by clicking on the “Upcoming Meetings/BZA” tab. 
 
For further information or to review any files or drawings pertaining to this application you 
may contact our office at (205) 332-6800 or visit between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday. 




