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Set Priorities 
 

 If things aren’t right at home, you won’t be effective at work over the long haul. If you’re at 
odds with your family, you set a poor example of what God intends for the home. Put your 

family ahead of your work.
     1.  Go home each day at a appropriate time. Be dependable. Don’t exploit your family 
with frequent last-minute emergencies.
     2.  Give your best concentration at home. Be there in body and spirit. Work hard at the 
office and dedicate yourself to your family at home.
     3.  Get away occasionally with your mate, if just for a few hours. Escape interruptions 
and concentrate on those you love most.
     4.  Give access to your family. I let my wife and children know they can phone me or 
walk into my office anytime. They seldom take advantage of that, but I think it helps them 
know they’re special to me.
     5.  Be there when your mate or children are involved in important activities. Rearrange 
your schedule if possible so you can be at concerts, games, or award banquets.
     6.  Be real.  Be the same person at home that you are at work. Be as patient, kind and   
understanding with them as you are with the people at work. They deserve it more.

Taken from monthly newsletter of Assumption Greek Orthodox Church in Town & Country, Missouri.  
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Synaxis of Saint John the 
Holy Glorious Prophet, 
Baptist & Forerunner 
8:30 | Orthros
9:00 | Divine Liturgy

Eve of the Theophany 
of Our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ

STRICT Fast Day

Fast Day Fast Day

Fast Day

Sunday before Epiphany  
9:45 | Orthros
10:15 | Divine Liturgy

NO FASTING December 25th-January 4th 

The Theophany of Our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ
8:30 | Orthros
9:00 | Divine Liturgy
10:00 | Blessing of the Water

Sunday after Theophany 
of Our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ
9:45 | Orthros
9:45 | Sunday School
10:15 | Divine Liturgy
11:45 | Cutting the Vasilopita

12th Sunday of Luke    
9:45 | Orthros
9:45 | Sunday School
10:15 | Divine Liturgy
12:30 | Parish Council Meeting

St. Basil the Great and 
Circumcision of Christ      
5:00 pm | Orthros
5:30 pm | Divine Liturgy

NEW YEARS DAY  
(service on Wednesday  

Evening ONLY)

Fast Day
Refrain from meat, fish, oil, wine, 
dairy, and eggs.

Fast DayNO Fasting

Fish, oil and wine are allowed. 
Refrain from meat, dairy and eggs.

Fish, Oil & Wine Allowed

Wine and oil are allowed. 
Refrain from meat, fish, dairy, and eggs.

Wine & Oil Allowed Wine & Oil Allowed

Fast Day
Wine & Oil Allowed

Fast Day

Fast Day Fast Day

15th Sunday of Luke    
9:45 | Orthros
9:45 | Sunday School
10:15 | Divine Liturgy
12:00 | Philoptochos Meeting

NO Fasting

Fish Allowed Wine & Oil Allowed



Wine and oil are allowed. 
Refrain from meat, fish, dairy, and eggs.
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Temporary Priest until Fr. George returns

Father Vasileios Tsourlis
Cell Phone:  (980) 401-2246

Email: FrVTsourlis@gmail.com
Website: www.stnicholasgoc.org

January 2026
SUNDAY
Orthros | 9:45 am
Sunday School | 9:45 am
Divine Liturgy | 10:15 am

WEEKDAY
Orthros | 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy | 9:00 am

Schedule of Services
Holy Confession:  Available by appointment 

Weekday Services
Tuesday, January 6 | Epiphany 

Wednesday, January 7 | St. John the Baptist 

Baptism of Our Lord
January 6 

Reading:
About the beginning of our Lord’s thirtieth year, John the Forerunner, 
who was some six months older than Our Saviour according to the 
flesh, and had lived in the wilderness since his childhood, received a 
command from God and came into the parts of the Jordan, preaching 
the baptism of repentance unto the remission of sins. Then our Saviour 
also came from Galilee to the Jordan, and sought and received baptism 
though He was the Master and John was but a servant. Whereupon, 
there came to pass those marvellous deeds, great and beyond nature: 
the Heavens were opened, the Spirit descended in the form of a dove 
upon Him that was being baptized and the voice was heard from the 
Heavens hearing witness that this was the beloved Son of God, now 
baptized as a man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:1-22). From 
these events the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ and the great mys-
tery of the Trinity were demonstrated. It is also from this that the pres-
ent feast is called “Theophany,” that is, the divine manifestation, God’s 
appearance among men. On this venerable day the sacred mystery of 
Christian baptism was inaugurated; henceforth also began the saving 
preaching of the Kingdom of the Heavens.

Apolytikion of Holy Epiphany in the First Tone
Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, the veneration of the 
Trinity was revealed. For the voice of the Father gave witness to You, 
calling You Beloved, and the Spirit, in the guise of a dove, confirmed the 
certainty of His words. Glory to You, Christ our God, who appeared and 
enlightened the world.

Kontakion of Holy Epiphany in the Fourth Tone
You appeared to the world today, and Your light, O Lord, has left its 
mark upon us. With fuller understanding we sing to You: “You came, You 
were made manifest, the unapproachable light.”



Fr. Vasileios will be blessing homes and 
businesses beginning after January 6, 2026, 
through the start of Great Lent on 
February 23, 2026, using the Holy Water from 
the Great Agiasmos Service of Theophany. 
 
If you would like to have your home or 
business blessed, please contact Fr. Vasileios 
on his cell at (980) 401-2246 or sign up using 
the sheet in Pangari.

Blessing Homes & Businesses

Philoptochos Christmas Luncheon
December 4, 2025

Update on Fr George: 
 
Dear Beloved Parish Family,

We wanted to share another update on Father George and to thank you 
all for the prayers, love, and care that continue to surround him.

Father George was moved out of the ICU on Saturday night, and he is 
continuing to recover steadily. The doctors are very pleased with how 
he is doing, and we are encouraged by his progress each day. Most 
heartening of all, we are seeing more and more of him. He has been 
awake, engaged, joking, laughing, and enjoying time with his family as 
we reminisce and share stories together. His joy and humor have been a 
true gift to us.

We are deeply grateful for the prayers and support from the parish. At 
this time, as Father George continues to regain his strength, we kindly 
ask that parishioners refrain from visiting him. Rest is essential to his 
recovery, and we want to ensure he has the quiet and time he needs to 
heal fully.

Father George sends his love and sincere thanks to you all. We will be 
sure to keep the parish informed and let you know when he is ready to 
welcome visitors.

Thank you for your continued prayers, understanding, and love.

With gratitude and love,  
The Nayfa Family

December 29, 2025





Schedule
Weekdays

Sunday, January 4
Coffee Hour | TBA
Prosphoro | TBA
Pangari | Ed Griffin, Conrad Allen

Tuesday, January 6
Prosphoro | TBA

Wednesday, January 7
Prosphoro | TBA

Sunday, January 11
Coffee Hour | Vasilopita Celebration 
Prosphoro | TBA
Pangari | Ramzi Ayyad, David Jung

Sunday, January 18
Coffee Hour | TBA
Prosphoro | TBA
Pangari | Mike Lydakis, Constantine Ghionis

Sunday, January 25
Coffee Hour | Tarazi Family (Memorial Service)
Prosphoro | TBA
Pangari | Kiki Couchell, Conrad Allen

Sundays

Announcements
What Is The Vasilopita? | On New Year’s Day, it is traditional for Greek Orthodox 
families to gather together and cut the New Year’s bread, or Vasilopita, named after 
Saint Basil the Great. Saint Basil constantly taught that the rich should distribute 
their bread and money among the poor. From this teaching, the Vasilopita is made 
on his feast day, and a coin is placed inside. It is believed that good fortune befalls 
the person whose piece of bread contains the coin. 
 
Vasilopita | On Sunday, January 11th, immediately following the Divine Liturgy, we 
will be holding our Annual Vasilopita Celebration. We will be cutting the Vasilopita 
for the parish and also auctioning off Vasilopitas. Please join us as we break bread 
together in the New Year!

Schedule of Services, Sacraments | Holy Confession, arrangements of sacra-
ments and anything else, please see Fr. Vasileios at the Sunday coffee hour or call
or text Fr. Vasileios at (980) 401-2246 or email at FrVTsourlis@gmail.com

Blessing of Homes & Businesses | Fr. Vasileios will be blessing homes and 
businesses beginning after January 6, 2026, through the start of Great Lent on 
February 23, 2026, using the Holy Water from the Great Agiasmos Service of 
Theophany. If you would like to have your home or business blessed 
there is a sign up sheet in Pangari.

STEWARDSHIP | Pledge cards are available at the Pangari or contact a Parish 
Council member. More importantly, remember that prayer is the foundation of 
stewardship! Please continue to pray for Father George and his family. 

Stewardship Update - YTD 11/30/25
$89,280 - 41 Families Pledged 2025
$173,489 - Actual gifts
$206,067 - Budget
$73,620 - 24 Families Pledged 2026

During Father George’s recovery | Father Vasileios will be covering parish duties. 
If you have an emergency and need to reach Father Vasileios, please contact:
 
Father Vasileios: (980) 401-2246
Mike Lydakis: (864) 384-5950
Kiki Couchell: (864) 621-2577

Congratulations!
Baptism | Wyatt Stephens was baptized on Wednesday, November 26, 2025, 
in our church. He is the son of Adam and Amanda Stephens. The Godmother 
is Litsa Sinclair. Congratulations! 
       

Na Sas Zísei!


