True discipleship
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Simon and his partners spent a
fruitless night... They cast awhile
with the small circular nets that
sometimes yielded enough fish for
the personal use of the fishermen
and their families, but this morning
not even these yielded a catch.
Depressed from the wasting of
a night’s work, Simon and his
partners set about washing the
nets and putting them on the
rocks to dry. It was while thus
engaged that Simon saw Jesus of
Nazareth walking along the shore,

followed as usual by a crowd
of people...
As he taught, Simon and
the others continued to
wash the nets and spread
them upon the rocks.
But they had performed
these tasks so often that
little attention was required
and they were able to listen
intently to what was being said.
“Launch out into the deep
water and let down your nets,’
Jesus said to Simon when the
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Sunday of the Word of God

sermon was over... With Jesus still
in the boat, he and Andrew finished
piling the nets and rode a little
farther offshore, followed by John,
James and their father Zebedee,
in another boat. Then, as Jesus
directed them, they let down the
" nets...
Simon was holiding the
end of the net when he felt
the strain upon the cords
against his powerful
hands... and at the
same moment... he
heard John cry out in
wonder at the size of
the catch...
“Fear not” Jesus
said quietly. “From
henceforth  you shall
catch men.”
Frank G. Slaughter,

Upon This Rock: a novel of Simon
Peter, Prince of the Apostles

May I put the word of God at the centre of my
life. May | listen to that word, pray with it, and
put it into practice. &) Amen.

Regardless of personal cost

Very sick, and hospitalised elsewhere himself, [Fr Maximilian
Kolbe] was a true Samaritan. Whenever | called him, he always
came right away... Many times, this was in the depths of the
night or during snowstorms, and he himself might have a
fever. In the case of the dying, | noticed he frequently came
running without having taken the time to dress adequately
against the cold. | remember one night there was a violent
rainstorm when | telephoned that there was no time to
lose. He came with Communion for a dying girl, not at all
concerned about the rain or the mud and left happy.

Anna Wojtaniowa Gibas, quoted in A Man for Others: Maximilian
Kolbe, Saint of Auschwitz, in the words of those who knew him

It is up to us to be docile listeners to his voice
and faithful ministers of his plan of salvation,
mindful that God loves to communicate himself,
not in the roar of thunder and earthquakes, but in
the “whisper of a gentle breeze”.

Pope Leo
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St Peter: newness
By Sr Thérése Garman OLP

For Peter, Jesus' resurrection changed everything. He was
restored, commissioned and empowered by the Holy
Spirit. He who disassociated himselffrom Jesus, afterwards
stood before a huge crowd at Pentecost calling them to
repentance. Something dramatic had happened inside
him and he communicated this change in his first letter.
Christ's resurrection transformed Peter from his status
before God to his responsibility to others. Easter is a good
opportunity to discover what changes we need to make
in the light of the resurrection. Jesus asks us, like Peter, to
look back, see where we have come from, what we have
done, accept his healing and forgiveness, and embrace
his future. The darkness of Peter’s threefold denial is
transformed by the light of the resurrection, giving him
and us the chance of a new beginning. In acknowledging
all that has hindered us, we can look forward to becoming
who we really are — healed and whole.

Sr Thérése Garman is a Sister of Our Lady of

Providence and a treasured former member of the
Redemptorist Publications editorial team

'READINGS
Today:

{saiah 8:23 - 9:3

1 Corinthians 1:10-13. 17
Matthew 4:12-23

Monday:
2 Samuel 5:1-7. 10
Mark 3:22-30

Tuesday:
2 Samuel 6:12-15. 17-19
Mark 3:31-35

Wednesday:
2 Samuel 7:4-17
Mark 4:1-20

Thursday:
2 Samuel 7:18-19. 24-29
Mark 4:21-25

Friday:

2 Samuel

11:1-4. 5-10. 13-17
Mark 4:26-34

Saturday:
2 Samuel 12:1-7. 10-17
Mark 4:35-41

Next Sunday:
Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Matthew 6:1-12
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Useful information can be found by visiting the Diocesan Website

at www.rcsouthwark.co.uk and the Sutton Deanery Website at www.suttondeanery.weebly.com

‘Sing to Him a new song, sing to Him with joyful melody ..

o’ Saint Cecilia

Put on the
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME nﬁimit anfd
eart 0
Worid Leprosy Day Jesus and
become
Sat. 24™Jan. 06:30pm. Angelo Arumatithurai 10th Anniversary (RIP) shaIr{e_rs n
is
Sun. 25™ Jan. 09:30am. Gabriel Moroney Anniversary (RIP) mission.
11:00am. Teresa McGowan (RIP)
Mary Theresa Jesuthasan
9th Anniversary (RIP)
Jesus
Internznent Christ
Albert D’Mello (RIP) Licht of
May Albert and all who sleep in Christ, =
rest in the presence of His light and peace.
Mon. 26™ Jan. NO MASS We also pray for
Albert D’Mello (RIP
Tues. 27" Jan. 10:00am. Anne Turnan (RIP) e elio (RIP)
h 26th Jan.
Wed. 28" Jan. 10:00am. Mary McHugh (RIP) Florent Kalesha
Anniversary RIP
Thur. 29" Jan. 10.00am. Dennis Cotter (RIP)
27th Jan.
Fri. 30" Jan. 06.00pm Adoration and Benediction Pedro Gabitan
Anniversary RIP
07.00pm Alf and Marie Oliva (RIP) Paul Fairhall
For Health and Solace
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sat. 31" Jan. 06:30pm. Ann Loftus (RIP) -
Saints of the Week
Sun. 1**Feb. 09:30am. William Read (RIP) 26th St Timothy and Titus
11:00am Liam Gilmartine (RIP) 27th St Angela Merici

Mothers Prayer Group It is very important to pray for our chil-
dren and grandchildren, no matter what their age, and so we are
inviting any mothers who would like to join us. Please show your
interest by signing up on the list at the back of the church or con-
tact Ana on 07424 338445.

Second Offeratory this weekend for the maintenance of St George’s Cathedral.

28th St Thomas Aquinas
31st St John Bosco

The newsletter for St Cecilia’s
Church is available via the QR Code
at the entrances to the church, via
email on request or on the parish
website .

Offerings 17th/t18h Jan. Offertory; £998.05 Contactlesss offerings; £193.00 Candle Offerings; £124.83;



