DID YOU KNOW BY DEACON AL
PARTICIPATION
What do we think of when we hear someone say these words, we as Catholics need to practice full and active participation in the church? I don’t know about you, but early on I thought it meant to serve the church in some way as a lector, usher, altar server, or Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, or in some ministry. That is great if you do, but what it really means is this, come to Mass regularly, sing the songs that praise God, actively listen to the scriptures with an open heart and mind, responding with a resounding voice, our responses like Amen, and with your spirit or the response to the psalms. This is us responding to God. Listening carefully to the words of the Eucharistic Prayer and realizing at communion time, heaven and earth have come together as one, divinity and humanity. I have come to see each Mass as a journey where we travel to the top of the mountain where Jesus gives himself to us in his body and blood. He becomes part of us in his body, his blood flows through our veins. That is full and active participation. How do you see full and active participation? Are you on a journey to God?












