SANTOS FOOTBALL CLUB, INC.
BYLAWS

ARTICLE I: NAME AND STATUS

Section 1. Name The name of this organization shall be the Santos Football Club, Inc., hereinafter referred to as "Santos" or "the Club".
Section 2. Nonprofit Status and Purpose This Club is and shall be a non-profit organization organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and/or scientific purposes under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
Section 3. Earnings and Compensation No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in these bylaws.
Section 4. Prohibited Activities No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of this document, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code.

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

Section 1. Purpose The purpose of the Club shall be to teach, govern, and promote the game of soccer for youth players of all races and economic status.
Section 2. Objectives The objectives of the Club shall be:
· To promote a positive emotional, mental, and physical learning experience for participants in the context of an athletic environment;
· To promote a sense of fair play within the framework of a team sport; and
· To develop an interest in and working knowledge of the game of soccer by low-income, at-risk Hispanic youth.

ARTICLE III: AFFILIATION AND COMPLIANCE

Section 1. Affiliations Santos shall be affiliated with and comply with the bylaws, policies, and authority of the United States Soccer Federation (USSF), United States Youth Soccer Association (USYSA), and Oregon Youth Soccer Association (OYSA).
Section 2. Non-Discrimination and Zero Tolerance Santos Football Club will comply with all applicable state and federal laws governing non-discrimination and will be open to participation by any individual, without discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, citizenship, disability, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or veteran status. Santos Football Club does not tolerate any form of physical or sexual abuse.
Section 3. Precedence of Governing Bodies To the extent permissible under applicable law, the USSF articles of incorporation, bylaws, its binding rules and policies, including interplay, take precedence over and supersede the governing documents and decisions of Santos Football Club and members of Santos Football Club, and Santos Football Club shall abide by them. To the extent permitted by governing law, Santos Football Club will respect and enforce the statutes, regulations, directives, and decisions of FIFA and CONCACAF.
Section 4. Disciplinary Action Recognition Santos Football Club will recognize and enforce the disciplinary actions of USSF and other organizational members of the Federation that have been included in a Disciplinary Action Report.
Section 5. Legal Recourse and Exhaustion of Remedies No member or participant of Santos Football Club, be it an official, league, member club, team, player, coach, administrator, or referee may invoke the aid of the courts in the United States or of a state without first exhausting all available remedies within Santos Football Club and organizations of which Santos Football Club is a member.
For violation of this bylaw, the offending party shall be subject to suspension and fines, and shall be liable to Santos Football Club for all expenses incurred by Santos Football Club and its officers and members of the Board of Directors in defending each court action, including court costs, attorney's fees, reasonable compensation for time spent by Santos officials and employees responding to the action, travel expenses, and expenses for holding special Club meetings necessitated by court action.

ARTICLE IV: GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES

As a Club under the policies of Oregon Youth Soccer Association (OYSA), there are no geographical boundaries other than that of the State of Oregon.

ARTICLE V: MEMBERSHIP AND PLAYER REGISTRATION

Section 1. Qualifications of Membership Youth players must be selected and registered with Santos FC and pay the required fee as set under the policies established by the Board.
Section 2. Player Movement Policy Effective June 1, 2025, once a player is registered with the Club, they will be considered a member of the Club for the entire seasonal year. The standard OYSA policy prohibits all player transfer during this period, with the following exceptions:
· (i) Relocation of the player to a new residence more than 50 miles away from their current residence.
· (ii) Completion of the player’s contractual obligations (financial or otherwise), resulting in their release.
· (iii) Release through the club-to-club process.
· (iv) For exceptions (ii) & (iii), OYSA will complete the transfer. However, a player who transfers to a new club during the seasonal year is not allowed to participate in any cup competitions for the rest of that year – unless their previous club provides written approval to OYSA allowing the player to compete in cup competitions with the new club.

ARTICLE VI: BOARD OF DIRECTORS: GOVERNANCE AND AUTHORITY

Section 1. Governing Authority The governing authority of Santos Football Club, whose powers shall be delegated by the bylaws, shall be vested with the Board of Directors and the President. The Board shall administer to the duties of the Club and administer the affairs of the Club between general meetings.
Section 2. Board Composition The Board of Directors shall consist of the President , the Club Manager , and three (3) Board Members at Large.
Section 3. Responsibilities and Authority of the Board The Board shall have the authority to:
· Adopt a budget and levy dues and assessments;
· Enforce the bylaws;
· Make temporary policies (rules and regulations) not provided for in the bylaws, but which are determined necessary by the Board to carry out the objectives of the Club; and
· Have final approval of all coaches, giving due consideration to soccer and FIFA knowledge, ability, sportsmanship, and leadership.
Section 4. Discipline and Hearings The Board or its appointed committee shall hold a hearing in the case of a coach's, player's, or spectator's undesirable conduct, or grievance. The hearing shall be conducted following the guidelines set forth by USSF, USYSA, and OYSA. The Board of directors may terminate membership if they find the conduct of the member is adverse to the best interest of the Santos FC soccer club.

ARTICLE VII: DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1. President The President shall be the general representative of the Club. The President shall supervise all activities of the Club and work of the Board of Directors, serve as Board Chairman, and appoint the Club Manager and all volunteers listed in Article VIII. Upon resignation, a new President shall be elected by the Board of Directors within three months.
Section 2. Club Manager The term of office for the Club Manager is at the discretion of the President. The duties of the Club Manager include:
· Supervising and assisting in all matters pertaining to the registration of players and maintaining a file on all registered players;
· Ensuring that a registered team is in the correct age division and submitting all final team rosters to the appropriate scheduling league on approved forms;
· Attending to all correspondence, recording the minutes of all General and Board meetings, and serving as the custodian of all correspondence initiated by the Club; and
· Being responsible for all monies of the Club, which shall be deposited in a chartered bank in the name of the Club.
Section 3. Board Members at Large Three (3) Board members at Large shall be elected and perform such duties as assigned by the President.

ARTICLE VIII: APPOINTED VOLUNTEERS

The President shall appoint the following volunteers:
· Registrar: Shall assist the Club Manager in all matters pertaining to the registration of players.
· Equipment Manager: Shall be responsible for equipment purchases as directed by the Board, oversee the distribution of Club equipment to various coaches, and collect and seek the safekeeping of such at the end of the season.
· League Representative: Shall be the liaison between the Club and OYSA.
· Field Representative: Shall be responsible for the maintenance and development of the Club's assigned fields.
· Fundraising Coordinator: Shall be responsible to develop programs to raise funds through gifts, sponsorships, and traditional fundraising opportunities.
· Tournament Travel Coordinator: Shall be responsible for the planning and implementation of all out of state tournament travel.

ARTICLE IX: MEETINGS AND CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Section 1. Board Meetings The Board shall hold a meeting every four (4) calendar months. Three members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. All members of the Board have one (1) vote.
Section 2. Annual General Meeting (AGM) The Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held in June. Each Board member and one representative from each team (team coach) shall each have one vote at the AGM.
Section 3. Parliamentary Authority The business of the Club shall be conducted according to Robert's Rules of Order.

ARTICLE X: FINANCIAL YEAR

The Santos Football Club’s financial year shall be January 1st through December 31st of each year.

ARTICLE XI: COACHES

Section 1. Head Coach The duties of the Head Coach shall pertain to the selection of team coaches, formation and implementation of at-large teams, and Club equipment. The Head Coach shall assist the President in development of the yearly budget.
Section 2. Team Coaches The duties of the Team Coach shall be to teach the game of soccer to youth players. The Team Coach will foster and maintain team character in all areas that are in the tradition of good sportsmanship, regardless of playing conditions or game results. With the help of assistants, the Team Coach will develop these skills during assigned games and practice sessions. The Team Coach shall conduct at least one parent meeting prior to the beginning of league play to encourage parents to give team support and help in team tasks.
Section 3. Coach Movement Policy Coaches who transfer between clubs at any time, for any reason, will not be permitted to coach the same age group for the remainder of the current seasonal year, plus an additional two seasonal years, at the new club.

ARTICLE XII: TEAMS

Section 1. Team Formation The age grouping and number of players for the formation of teams shall be in accordance with those policies set down by the OYSA Competitive League, and consistent with the philosophy of the Santos Football Club.
Section 2. Team Selection Open tryouts will be conducted by the Club.
Section 3. Recruiting Restrictions No coach or representative of the Club shall exert undue influence on any player to seek membership on a team.

ARTICLE XIII: AMENDMENTS

These bylaws can only be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of voting members present at the Annual General Meeting.

ARTICLE XIV: DISSOLUTION

In the event of the dissolution of the Santos Football Club, any remaining fund balance shall be placed with another parallel soccer program, for the exclusive use of its youth soccer program.

Approved by the undersigned Directors of Santos Football Club, Inc.
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