
 

Love God - Follow Jesus - Invite All 

 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  May 2026 

Are you ready for a Rainforest Adventure? 
 

Join us for Vacation Bible School June 22—26, 2026 from 9am-12pm 

Registration is now LIVE! 
https://www.princeofpeace.net/vbs 

 
This year we are headed to Rainforest Falls where we will Explore the 
Nature of God. Youth, preschool age to those currently in 4th grade, are invited to join us 
for the “tree top” games, rainforest - themed snacks, rooted Bible Adventures, and tons of 
fun! Invite your family and friends to join us for this year’s Vacation Bible School. Registra-
tion will be $35 per participant, or $100 for a family of three and it is now open for both 
participants and volunteers.  

Too old to be a participant but want to join the fun? Have no fear…VBS is still for you! Vol-
unteers are needed to guide our children deeper into their friendship with God! Older youth 
and adults of all ages are needed for a successful program. There is a wide variety of ways 
to serve from sharing Bible stories, leading crews, playing games, and preparing snacks! 

More exciting things to watch for: 

- Details on VBS Singers - have your child be one of the song leaders! 

- Donation Slips to help support the program  

- Setting the scene! - Creating decorations and getting it ready for the kids 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Katie Giegler at VBS@Princeofpeace.net 
or call at 224-587-4788. 

https://www.princeofpeace.net/vbs
mailto:VBS@princeofpeace.net
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Pastor’s Perspective—Generosity, Blessing, Grace 
Pastor Erin Clausen (she/her) 

 

[Jesus said] I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pas-
ture. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. –  John 10:9,10b-11 

As spring blossoms around us in the world, we experience God’s invitation to live in this moment, full of 
abundant life. Notice the sights, smells, sounds, and even the feeling of the air (or the rain!) around you. 
Each of these are invitations to delight in the blessings of God’s grace. 

We call God’s generosity blessing when we receive good things in our lives – like enough food, shelter, 
positive relationships, and happiness. God blesses us because of who God is, not because of who we are or 
what we do. As with the gifts of spring, God provides goodness in our lives without requiring that we do 
anything.  

We call God’s generosity grace when we receive good things that we don’t deserve – like forgiveness for 
hurting someone, or more than enough food or money or anything else, or children or friends who take care 
of us. God gives us grace because of who God is, not because of who we are or what we do. God provides 
grace in our lives without requiring that we do anything. 

 And also… 

God created each of us in God’s image and likeness. That means that God created us to be ‘like’ God – 
generous, offering abundant life, blessing others and filled with grace. When we respond to God’s generos-
ity with thankfulness and generosity, we live into who God created us to be. When we share God’s bless-
ings with others, we live into the image of God in us. When we offer grace to other people (and remember, 
by definition, that means offering that which other people don’t deserve!), we manifest God’s self in us! 
Giving grace opens space within us to receive even more grace. 

In the next couple of months, we at Prince of Peace will be seriously contending with how to best steward 
the gifts with which God has blessed us – as a congregation, with finances, staff, a building, ministries that 
are dear to us and the ministries God is calling us to next. Our congregation will have major decisions to 
make at the annual congregation meeting in June. This shows up most obviously in how we choose to share 
these blessings through how we fund our budget. As Jesus came to give abundant life, our role is to start 
with ‘what is God calling us to do in this moment?’ and then figure out how our funding model (budget) 
fits with that. 

You have already been invited to be a part of this conversation through the cottage meetings that happened 
earlier this year. This month, the congregation council will work with those notes, your pastor’s and lead-
ers’ visions, the anticipated income from pledging, and LOTS of prayer to lay out our vision of how God is 
calling us to minister in this moment, for the next year, and beyond. We will share these ideas and under-
standings through the annual report, coffee with council, the congregation meeting, and anywhere else 
someone asks us about it. So please, ask!  

Also, pray. Consider how you want to be a part of the next steps on this journey. Consider the places in 
which your life is abundant. Consider how you want to bless Prince of Peace’s ministry through sharing 
how God has blessed you – with your abilities, ideas, hopes, attendance, and finances. Jesus came that we 
might have abundant life and share it too! May God continue to bless you and our shared ministry at Prince 
of Peace so that we might share abundant life with others. 
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Prince of Peace is excited to be partnering with the Appalachia Service Project for a summer mis-
sion trip! We are sending 13 volunteers (5 youth, 2 young adults, and 6 adults) to spend a week of 
their summer making homes warmer, safer, and drier. Appalachia Service Project (ASP) envi-
sions the eradication of substandard housing in Central Appalachia and the transformation of eve-
ryone who comes in contact with this ministry.  

Mission Trip participants have covered most of the program fee but are seeking support to cover 
additional expenses for transportation, food, and supplies. Our first fundraiser will be an envelope 
fundraiser that will kick off on April 19th! Simply select a numbered envelope of your choice and 
then return it to church with a donation that matches the number on the envelope. For example, 
envelope 1 is a $1 donation, envelope 15 is a $15 donation, and so forth.  

Our next fundraiser will be a flamingo fundraiser coming in May! Supporters can place an order to 
have one or more of their friends “flamingo flocked.” When an order is placed, a flock of lawn fla-
mingos will appear on your friends’ lawns in the night, where they will roost for the day, before be-
ing moved to the next location. Be on the lookout for our upcoming envelopes, flamingo flocking 
order form, and even anti-flocking insurance! 
 

Thank you for your generous financial support! If interested in coming on the trip, please contact 
the church office (must have completed 6th grade by the time of the trip). 
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Board of Stewardship 
Online Giving 

by Will Damico 

There are many benefits of on-line giving both for the giver and the church: 

• The donations automatically take place on a schedule, so they are predictable and don’t require someone 

to remember to give nor be present in person. 

• They make the recordkeeping much easier. 

• The giver can make changes online at any time including making additional donations (hint) 

• Online gifts save the cost of buying donation envelopes for those donors. 

• Online gifts put less of a burden on volunteers such as counters as well as staff. 

We encourage everyone to consider on-line giving by visiting this link (it will probably help to have a 

Realm account).  

However, there are some drawbacks to on-line giving. For the purposes of this article, I am going to con-

centrate on the implications for in-person worship. The offerings part of the service is its own unique wor-

ship activity. Those of us who give on-line aren’t well represented in this act of worship. The offering plates 

look almost empty as they get passed around and placed on the altar which can discourage participation in 

the offering for occasional attendees and visitors. Myself, I try to remember to bring a quarter to have some-

thing to put in the plate. 

The Board of Stewardship is ready to implement a way for on-line givers to participate in the offering; cards 

to put in the plate. We are preparing to implement the cards but have a few details to work out. The basic 

plan is to have the cards ready in the slots in the pews where you might find pencils, visitor forms, Stephens 

Ministry information cards, etc. Participants in on-line giving would take a card and place it in the plate be-

fore passing the plate on. The biggest issue to address is getting the cards back in the slots for the next ser-

vice. This is where it would help a lot to have some volunteers join the two members of the Board of Stew-

ardship to work on this task. There is a lot of flexibility since it can be done anytime from Sunday afternoon 

to an hour before the next service. If you are willing to help with this task, send an email to the Board of 

Stewardship using the link below. 

If you are willing to help or have any questions or suggestions, email bdstewardship@princeofpeace.net. 

https://onrealm.org/princepeaceluth87500/-/form/give/now
mailto:bdstewardship@princeofpeace.net
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"Go ye therefore and teach all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen."  - Matthew 28: 19-20 

 

The Easter season in the church year lasts through Pentecost and is 50 days long. It is a season I find I don’t 
often reflect on. On a lark I asked AI about this period, I must say the response surprised me. It had some in-
sightful things to offer. 

It said,the arc of the Jesus story is striking at this point. It moves from death to resurrection to transformation 
— not just of a single person, but of a community. Easter represents a dramatic reversal; Pentecost is what 
happens when people try to live inside that reversal. The 50 days between them are almost like a held breath. I 
can relate to that thought. This is a period when we do a number of community activities, like Affirmation of 
Baptism, Graduations, family gathering, congregational meetings and such. 

Pentecost fascinates me because it’s where the personal becomes communal. The disciples go from hiding be-
hind locked doors to speaking publicly in languages they didn’t know. Whatever you make of the theology, 
that’s a profound image of fear becoming courage, and private belief becoming outward action. 

The season also has a beautiful structure: joy mixed with uncertainty. Even after Easter, the disciples are con-
fused, grieving, doubting. The risen Jesus keeps showing up unexpectedly — on a beach, on a road to Em-
maus, in a locked room. Pentecost feels like the moment the community finally stops waiting and starts mov-
ing. 

We have much to learn culturally and spiritually from this portion of the gospel story of Jesus. When we think 
about it, people can be inspired by this arc of the story, even across traditions, the pattern it traces loss, unex-
pected renewal, then the challenge of sustaining that renewal in community with others. That’s a deeply hu-
man rhythm, not just a religious one. Spend some time reflecting on the Gospel stories over these 50 days. See 
what draws and inspires you this year. Approach it from faith, curiosity, or even something else. 

Many musical and study opportunities still exist in these remaining weeks of the ministry season. Join the 
community. Be a part of the coming out party. 

by Scott Uddenberg 

Music Notes... 

Confirmation and Emerge  
 

by Emily Uddenberg 

Important Dates in May: 
 

 May 1-2—Emerge Lock-In in the Christian Life Center 

 May 3—Youth Appreciation Sunday – (See flyer on page 3 for additional details)  

 May 10—Mother's Day // Baccalaureates blessing  

 May 17—Affirmation of Baptism // Last Day of Sunday School 
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Stephen Ministry 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame 
By Janet Ichida 

 

“Look, here comes a man in a chariot with a team of horses.”  Isaiah 21:9a 
 

We have met the marvelous month of May which reminds many of Mother's Day, graduations and of course 
Memorial Day complete with picnics, family, and fireworks. Although that is true and gladly recognized by 
the Ichida household, we also know the true pastime of the month is baseball. Now we like the Boomers and 
have spent many hours cheering them on, but we REALLY like our beloved Cubs. This has been passed 
down throughout the generations. My grandma watched the games while sitting on her ottoman while staring 
at the black and white console and sharing one beer with her sister. My own mother tried to trade me for 
Ryne Sandberg. Stephanie had an ice sculpture at her wedding of a large Cinderella castle; she was our prin-
cess and had a colored Cub insignia on the door. Our son-in-law, Chris, is as big of a fan as we are. Hopeful-
ly, we will be watching Teddy on his baseball diamond or Oliver at his swimming pool during trips down 
south. (You did know I was a grandma, didn’t you?)  

Here at home, we try to watch every Cub game cheering loud and clear; we will have on Marquee watching 
those Cubbies fly another W. Our poor dog Moe is not as much of a fan since our reactions can be sudden 
and loud. He hides when he knows the Cubs are coming on. Things are usually going well at this point in the 
season. I am true blue while Bob adds his discord if things are not going according to plan. Being old, we 
don’t jump around as much, but our vocal cords are doing just fine.  

What will you be doing in May? Will you be spending way too much time around the kitchen table trying to 
find the best way to spread the money to pay the bills? Will you be sitting alone now that your spouse has 
moved out and remarried? Will you be dealing with the nasty side effects of the new medication from your 
medical team? Will you be crying at all the baby commercials while pregnancy continues to evade you? 

Please consider calling up one of us if that is the case, or if you have any of a myriad of other maladies. (You 
can even be a Sox fan!) Do you need a trained lay member at church to come talk with you at a location of 
your choice? Confidentiality is guaranteed. They will not even recognize you at church. Pray about it and 
call us up for more information. Got to go! It's time for the 7th inning stretch.  

      Janet Ichida Pam Johnson  Glenda Klein  Tom Pfeiffer  Mary Simonis  

    630-650-8336         847-382-7521             847-519-3933             847-313-5702               847-571-2541 

Do You Pray? 
By Janet Ichida 

Do you pray? Do you have an email? Do you care about others? 

Well, if you answered yes to any of these questions, I have the free opportunity for you!!! Here at church, 
you hear about some tough situations other members or friends are experiencing. We often respond with “I’ll 
pray for you,” but honestly forget by the time we walk out the church doors. It could be news of a death or a 
sudden illness. An upcoming operation could be the cause. We get prayer requests from all sorts of people. 
Well, I type up those prayers and send them out on Wednesday evenings.  

For a variety of reasons, our numbers are decreasing. I can’t believe that so many of us don’t ever turn to 
God at least one time during the week. Here is your chance to help others. Please consider getting one email 
per week and taking these requests to God. You can pray at the place or time of your choice. Pastor Erin 
won’t come around to see if you are praying or testing you on your true intentions. You can be in your pa-
jamas or still dressed for work. You can be in your car, bedroom, or kitchen. It’s all up to you.  

Please send a note to hearourprayer@princeofpeace.net. Thanks, and God bless!! 

mailto:hearourprayer@princeofpeace.net
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Board of Serving Ministries 

Reflections on the Values and Mission of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 

What Does it Mean to Bear Witness?  
by Chris Chason 

 

One of the ELCA core values is “Dignity, Compassion and Justice.”  Specifically, “Every person is 
created in the image of God and deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. Following the ex-
ample of Jesus, we seek to care for others with compassion and to work for justice. We stand for 
human rights and strive to protect the well-being and dignity of all people.” 

On our behalf, the ELCA is carrying out the Gospel message around the world in providing mis-
sionaries and in its aid and advocacy programs. It provides resources to individuals and congrega-
tions that can help us choose actions that carry out Jesus’s commandment to love our neighbor: 

 

On September 11, 2019, Mary Campbell, an ELCA Program Director, spoke to us about the 
AMMPARO program— “Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation 
and Opportunities”. She told us there were children in our area who needed our involvement, es-
pecially for protection and advocacy. We followed her advice on how to find those children; we 
learned about the young men at Viator House of Hospitality who entered the U.S. as children 
seeking asylum. Our relationship with VHH has grown, and we are a Faith Community Partner 
with them. We support them by providing needed items, and they are a beneficiary of our Lenten 
dessert competitions.  

 

During the ELCA 2025 Churchwide Assembly, a new social statement was approved. It is titled 
“Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-being of All.”  Article 3 states that “God intends that hu-
mans should use their knowledge, wisdom, and power to foster the common good. When that is 
done by institutions through policies and regulations, or by individuals in acts of caring, humans 
are fulfilling their vocation to serve God’s activity in the world.” 

 

The Spring 2026 edition of Living Lutheran magazine included an article by Kristin Johnston Larg-
en titled “Bearing Witness:  Put your body where love is needed”. She is the president of Wartburg 
Theological Seminary, and she reminds us that we received the gift of the Holy Spirit in our bap-
tism. We are expected to “serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth.”     

Being a faithful witness includes sharing the good news of God’s forgiveness and the power of the 
Gospel to bring hope to the world. She implores us to “Lift up your voice, open your ears, share 
your heart and reach out your hands.”   

 

You can be a faithful witness by thinking about which population needs your voice, your hands, 
your compassion, your financial support. Who are you concerned about? Whose human rights are 
being violated? Who does not feel welcome or safe in the U.S.? Who is not being treated with dig-
nity and respect?  

Then, consider what you can do about it, and let your faith guide you to action.  
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Legacy Bricks  

Are you looking for a great one of a kind and unique gift for upcoming gradua-

tions, confirmations, weddings, birthdays, Mother’s Day, and Father’s Day, 

etc.? Look no further! Purchase a Legacy Brick to commemorate any occa-

sion. 

New bricks that are purchased will be installed this summer. Order forms are at church or on the 

church website.  

If you have any questions, please contact Madelynn Brossard (rtb1445@yahoo.com or  

224-629-3207) or Mark Walther (mwalther727@gmail.com or 224-281-1166). 

Click here to register for Housing Unlocked 

mailto:rtb1445@yahoo.com
mailto:mwalther727@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/affordable-housing-unlocked-in-schaumburg-tickets-1986030546828?utm_experiment=test_share_listing&aff=ebdsshios
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Prince of Peace Book Club Selection for May 
 

We will be reading “the winemaker’s wife” by Kristin Harmel. Our meetings will be 
May 27

th
 at 7 PM or May 29

th
 at 10 AM in room 213. 

Champagne, 1940: Inès has just married Michel, the owner of storied cham-
pagne house Maison Chauveau, when the Germans invade. As the danger 
mounts, Michel turns his back on his marriage to begin hiding munitions for 
the Résistance. Inès fears they’ll be exposed, but for Céline, the French—Jewish 
wife of Chauveau’s chef de cave, the risk is even greater—rumors abound of 
Jews being shipped east to an unspeakable fate. 

When Céline recklessly follows her heart in one desperate bid for happiness, and 
Inès makes a dangerous mistake with a Nazi collaborator, they risk the lives of those they love—
and the vineyard that ties them together. 

New York, 2019: Recently divorced, Liv Kent is at rock bottom when her feisty, eccentric French 
grandmother shows up unannounced, insisting on a trip to France. But the older woman has an ul-
terior motive—and a tragic, decades—old story to share. When past and present finally collide, Liv 
finds herself on a road to salvation that leads right to the caves of the Maison Chauveau. 

Hope you can attend for a good discussion of this book at either meeting. Questions 
call Kathy Tweeten at 847-971-0192 or email kat8@aol.com. 

Early Childhood Programs at Prince of Peace 
By Michelle Heberling, Director 

 Greetings from the preschool! 

May is filled with celebrations in the preschool. Celebrating is something that we love to do! Our 
walk out music dance party on a Friday is evidence of this!) 

We get to celebrate our teachers with teacher appreciation week. We are so grateful for their dedi-
cation to the preschool! They are what makes this place so special!  

We get to celebrate our moms for Mother's Day. We are so thankful for our moms and the huge 
role they play in their child's life! 

We get to celebrate the end of the year. This has been a wonderful year, and there is so much to 
celebrate! 

Now we look forward to summer camp. It's going to be a ton of fun! 

If you know someone looking for a preschool program, please send them our way. We have 2,3-, 
and 5-day options for 2 - 5 year olds. Have them check out our website for more information -
 princeofpeacepreschool.net  

mailto:kat8@aol.com
http://princeofpeacepreschool.net/
https://princeofpeacepreschool.my.canva.site/#home
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Schaumburg Township Food Pantry Items Needed 
by Sue Patt 

 
The pantry is still serving over 1,400 households a month. I can’t even imagine 
how that number plays out in individuals needing assistance.  

Please continue to donate as you can with actual food donations or possibly a monetary donation 

to www.schaumburgtownship.org and scroll down to the Make a Donation button.  

Thank you again for supporting this important community program. 

baking mixes – cake, brownies, muffins, etc. 
Spam, canned chicken, tuna 

personal hygiene items – soap, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes, shampoo/conditioner 
feminine hygiene items 

adult incontinence items 
baby diapers – Sizes 5, 6, 7 
canned fruit – all varieties 
household cleaning products 
salad dressing – all kinds 
ramen noodles 

low salt items 

fruit snacks 
jelly – any kind 

gluten free pasta 

culturally responsive spices 
salt and pepper 
mayonnaise, mustard, ketchup, BBQ sauce 
tomato paste, tomato sauce 
large, canned soups 
Pasta Roni and Rice A Roni 

Hamburger Helper 
cooking oil 
coffee and tea 

http://www.schaumburgtownship.org
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Adult Learning Opportunities 
(Meeting locations may change) 

 

Passages meets on the 1st & 3rd Thursday evenings at 6:30pm Contact Karen Wagner at    wag-
ner@princeofpeace.net for questions. 
 

Men's Bible Study Group meets on Mondays at 7:00pm in Room 213 and virtually. Contact Tom 
Pfeifer at jets820@comcast.net. 
 

Rebekah Circle - meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 1:30pm. Please contact Pam John-
son with questions. 
 

Vines & Branches—meets 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 1:30pm. Please contact Renee 
Lucas with questions. 
 

Please contact the church office at 847/885-7010 for more information. 

Prince of Peace Mission Statement 
 

Love God – Follow Jesus – Invite All 

Second Saturday Date Night 
“Off to the Races!!! 
May 9 @ 6:30 pm 

 

What an amazing night we shared in April at the 50/50 concert! Mike Gibbs and his bandmates 
rocked the CLC and had people on their feet singing and dancing to the beat!! 

Win! Place! Or Show!  
Join us in May for a “Night at the Races,” an evening inspired by the Kentucky 
Derby! We will gather in the Fellowship Hall for a Trifecta of fun - Food, Drinks 
and Friends… along with some fun horsing around!  

Couples are asked to bring an appetizer to share, their own favorite beverage 
and $15 to offset costs and as donation for facility use. Details are still coming 
together, please watch for an email via REALM with all the exciting particulars!  

Reach out to Jim and Jill via REALM, email at jwilkinsx2@gmail.com or text/call Jill’s cell 847-754-
7657 to RSVP or with any questions! 

As the days grow longer and the weather warms up, we look forward to future Date Nights enjoying 
the local Summer Concert scene  

mailto:wagner@princeofpeace.net
mailto:wagner@princeofpeace.net
mailto:jets820@comcast.net?subject=Men's%20Bible%20Study%20Group
mailto:pamjohnson30@earthlink.com?subject=Rebekah%20Circle
mailto:pamjohnson30@earthlink.com?subject=Rebekah%20Circle
mailto:RALfarmgirl@gmail.com
mailto:RALfarmgirl@gmail.com
mailto:jwilkinsx2@gmail.com


Prince of Peace Staff – Here to Serve! 

 Pastor Erin Clausen (she/her) 
 Director of Discipleship Karen Wagner (she/her) 
 Director of Worship and Music Scott Uddenberg (he/him) 
 Director of Youth Ministries Emily Uddenberg (she/her) 
 Organist Collin Crowl (he/him) 
  Preschool & Kindergarten Director Michelle Heberling (she/her) 
 Church Secretary Sonia DeLuca (she/her) 

 Volunteer Tidings Editor Beth Bogner (she/her) 

Upcoming Events 
 

May 1-2- Emerge Lock-In in the CLC 

May 3 - Youth Ministries Appreciation 

   Sunday   

May 10—Baccalaureate 

May 17—Affirmation of Baptism  

      Last Day of Sunday School 

June  14– Congregation Meeting 

June 22-26—Vacation Bible School 

October 18—CROP Hunger Walk 

Worship Schedule:  
Sundays, 9:45am 

Sunday School, 9:00am, beginning in September 
 

Also available via Livestream on Facebook 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church of Schaumburg 

Services posted on our YouTube channel after Livestream: 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Schaumburg 

Prince of Peace Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 
Phone: 847/885-7010     Preschool Phone: 847/885-7036 

Email:  church@princeofpeace.net     Web Page:  www.princeofpeace.net 
Editorial Note:  The May 2026 Tidings deadline is 

Monday, May11, 2026 at Noon. 
 

If you would like to receive your monthly Tidings Newsletter via email, please 

submit your email address to the church office, 847-885-7010 or 
church.news@princeofpeace.net  

tidings@princeofpeace.net 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
A Reconciling Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

930 West Higgins Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60195 

mailto:church@princeofpeace.net
https://princeofpeace.net/
mailto:church@princeofpeace.net
mailto:tidings@princeofpeace.net

