
 MANAGED TIMBERLAND FACT SHEET 
 

Managed Timberland is a Tax Incentive Program 

 

 West Virginia is 79 percent timberland (12 ½  million acres).  The majority of this land is 

owned by small private landowners.  This living and growing renewable resource has a major 

influence on our environment and supports an industry which is growing in both jobs and 

economic value. 

 

 The State of West Virginia recognizes the value of managing this resource.  Through 

proper management, the potential losses to wildfire, insect, disease and exploitation can be 

reduced.  This tax incentive approach was enacted to encourage landowners to actively manage 

their forest land thereby increasing the amount and quality of the resource. 

 

 Everyone benefits because managed timberland is much more productive than non-

managed timberland.  In addition to increased income, it creates a diverse environment, including 

wildlife habitat, and overall use and appreciation of the land.  Proper management encourages 

business, which means jobs for many people and income for the landowner and local 

communities. 

 

 The appraised value of Class II, III and/or IV forested property is reduced under 

Managed Timberland.  It is based on the ability of the land to produce future income according to 

its use and productive potential, market comparables and market analysis. 

 

How to File for Managed Timberland 

 

 The initial CONTRACT for Managed Timberland Property Valuation is due before 

July 1 of any year.  This Contract is good until cancelled in writing by the landowner. However, 

when property is withdrawn from the Managed Timberland Incentive Program, a new Contract 

must be filed before the property can be reinstated. 

 

 A separate Contract must be filed for each ownership in each County.  In case of multiple 

owners, either all owners involved must submit notarized signatures or one may sign for all if 

provided a Power of Attorney, a copy of which must accompany the Contract.  A professional 

forester may apply on behalf of client(s), but must provide a contract signed by the owners(s). 

 

 The annual APPLICATION for Certification as Managed Timberland must be 

submitted to the Division of Forestry between March 1 and September 1 of each year to 

remain in the Managed Timberland Tax Incentive Program. 

 

 A separate Application for Certification must be filed for each ownership in each County.  

The Application for Certification can be filed by the owner or professional forester managing the 

land. 

 

Requirements 

 

I. Ten contiguous wooded acres, minimum. 

II. Management plan. 

III. No harvesting activities until a management plan is in place. 

IV. All owners must be in agreement 

 



 

 

 

Management Plan 

 

 The Contract states that the land is being used in a planned timberland management 

program and is devoted primarily to forest use.  In compliance with the Law, the owner may; 

 

(1) File a notarized document that the land is being protected and managed. 

(Demonstration of the plan must be made available upon request.) 

OR 

(2) Submit a plan prepared by a professional forester and intention to follow that 

plan. 

 

 Most private timberland owners can receive up to 75 percent cost sharing assistance for 

plans, and in some cases a free plan.  Information on cost sharing and management plans can be 

obtained from the West Virginia Division of Forestry. 

 

 If a plan does not exist when the Contract is filed, it is anticipated that a plan can be 

developed by the end of the second year after filing the Contract.  Until a plan has been prepared, 

harvesting activities cannot be conducted.  This guarantees that regeneration is planned and that 

the harvest is carried out in a way that will provide regeneration. 

 

 Once land is placed under a Managed Timberland Contract, all management activities 

must be as specified in the plan.  This ensures that the land will produce continuous crops of 

timber on a perpetual basis. Using the forest management plan will maximize the productivity of 

the forest for the owner. 

 

 If the County Assessor or the Tax Commissioner has cause to believe that a plan is not 

being followed, a request is made to the Division of Forestry for an inspection to determine if the 

land qualifies for the program and the plan is being followed.  “Falsification of certification or 

failure to follow a professionally prepared plan will result in loss of valuation as managed 

timberland. 

 

Need More Information and Forms 

 

 If you have any questions, please call Jean Miller (304) 558-2788 Option 2,  or write the 

WV Division of Forestry, 7 Players Club Dr., Charleston, WV 25311. 

 

The Managed Timberland Program Contract, Application, and Instructions can be found at the 

WV Division of Forestry website at www.wvforestry.com, Managed Timberland. 
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Mail to:

Division of Forestry

7 Players Club Dr.

Charleston, WV  25311

     THE UNDERSIGNED DOES HEREBY CERTIFY THAT, TO THEIR BEST KNOWLEDGE (BASED ON 

CURRENT INFORMATION), THE INFORMATION SHOWN WITHIN THIS APPLICATION IS A TRUE AND 

ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF THE MANAGED TIMBERLAND ACREAGE AS DEFINED IN W.VA. 

CODE §11-1C-2-b AND §11-1C-10-d-1, THAT THE VARIOUS PARCELS ARE BEING MANAGED FOR 

MULTIPLE USE UNDER A MANAGEMENT PLAN THAT IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE BEST 

MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR FORESTRY AS OUTLINED IN THE WEST VIRGINIA FOREST 

PRACTICE STANDARDS AND THE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR WATER QUALITY AS 

OUTLINED IN THE WEST VIRGINIA NON-POINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, ACCORDING 

TO A PLAN THAT WILL MAINTAIN THE PROPERTY AS MANAGED TIMBERLAND.

By* By

Signature Signature

Title Title

Address Address

Phone No. Phone No.

Date Date

Email Email

STATE OF

COUNTY OF , TO WIT

      THE FOREGOING APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION AS MANAGED TIMBERLAND WAS SIGNED

BY , AND ACKNOWLEDGED BEFORE ME THIS 

DAY OF , .

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES

(FOR DIVISION OF FORESTRY USE ONLY)

THE ABOVE APPLICATION AS MANAGED TIMBERLAND FOR THE PROPERTIES INDICATED ON THE 

REVERSE IS HEREBY APPROVED THIS DAY OF

BY OF THE WEST VIRGINIA DIVISION OF 

FORESTRY.

* If there is more than one owner, then all owners must be listed unless one individual has power of attorney privilege or authority to sign on 

behalf of all others.  Use additional sheets if needed
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AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

APPLICATION 
FOR CERTIFICATION AS MANAGED TIMBERLAND

NOTARY PUBLIC

Printed NamePrinted Name



TAX YEAR PAGE OF

COUNTY *OWNER(S) NAME(S)

Managed % of Residual

District Tax Map Parcel Number Sub-parcel Number Timberland Acreage Ownership + Acreage** =

(SHADED AREAS FOR OFFICE USE ONLY) S:\Shared\Managed Timberland\Website Information\MT Application

*If there is more than one owner, then all owners must be listed and must sign on front unless one individual has power of attorney privilege or authority to sign on behalf of all others.

** RESIDUAL ACREAGE IS OTHER ACREAGE NOT INVOLVED IN TIMBER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, SUCH AS: HOMESITE, PASTURE, TILLABLE, ETC.  FOR THOSE PROPERTIES WHERE

     RESIDUAL ACREAGE IS LISTED, INFORMATION IDENTIFYING THE USE OF THE NON-MANAGED ACREAGE IS REQUIRED.

ALL OF THE ABOVE DATA CAN BE OBTAINED FROM INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THE COUNTY ASSESSOR'S OFFICE 

APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THIS OFFICE BY SEPTEMBER 1.

PROPERTIES INVOLVED IN MANAGED TIMBERLAND

Total

Parcel Acreage



 

MANAGED TIMBERLAND PROGRAM 

Instructions for Completing the Contract and Application  
  

 

CONTRACT FORM 

 

1.   You must have a minimum of 10 wooded acres before submitting the       

completed contract.  The land cannot be designated as subdivision.  If you are in 

doubt, please contact your county assessor’s office. 

2.   Sign and have your signature notarized by a notary public.  All owners of the 

property must sign the document unless a power of attorney is submitted for the 

one signature.  Your signature(s) and that of the notary public must be original 

signatures.  Out of state notarization must comply with that particular state’s 

requirements for mailing documents out of state (i.e. embossed seal, notary 

stamp, or no seal).   

3.   Please provide a mailing address to which we can mail any further 

correspondence, as well as a day time telephone number.   

4.   Send the originally signed and notarized contract to the Division of Forestry, 

7 Players Club Dr., Charleston, WV, 25311.  The document must be postmarked 

with a date on or before July 1 of the upcoming tax year. 

 

APPLICATION FORM 

 

1.   The application is the second document required for managed timberland 

consideration.  This form identifies the property and is filed on a yearly basis. 

2.   Sign and have your signature notarized by a notary public.  Again, all owners 

of the property must sign the document unless a power of attorney letter is 

submitted for the one signature.  Your signature(s) and that of the notary public 

must be original signatures.  Out of state notarization must comply with that 

particular state’s   requirements for mailing documents out of state (i.e. 

embossed seal, notary stamp, or no seal). 

3.   On the reverse side of the form you will be asked to identify each parcel of 

land by filling in the district, tax map number, parcel number, and acreage.  If 

you do not know what this information should be, please phone your county 

assessor’s office for assistance. 

4.   Send the originally signed and notarized application to the Division of 

Forestry, 7 Players Club Dr., Charleston, WV, 25311.  The document must be 

postmarked with a date on or before September 1 of the upcoming tax year. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: YOU MAY MAIL BOTH THE CONTRACT AND THE 

APPLICATION TOGETHER TO THE DIVISION OF FORESTRY, BUT THE 

ENVELOPE MUST BE POSTMARKED ON OR BEFORE THE JULY 1 DATE. 
          



      The undersigned does hereby acknowledge that the land in                                         County, owned by 

                                                                         , as detailed on certification form(s), is devoted primarily 

to forest use and that there are sufficient numbers of commercially valuable species of trees to constitute 

at least forty percent normal stocking of forest trees well distributed over the growing site, and hereby 

contracts with the West Virginia Division of Forestry to use the real estate in a planned program of 

multiple purpose forest management, including erosion control during timbering operations (1992 Logging 

Sediment Control Act), in accordance with the West Virginia Forest Practices Standards and the West 

Virginia Silvicultural Non-point Source Management Program, and with the understanding that by so doing, 

the said property will be valued by the State Tax Commissioner according to the land's potential for growing 

timber instead of a generalized market value.  The undersigned further contracts to annually certify in 

writing to the West Virginia Division of Forestry that the property continues to meet the definition of 

managed timberland as set forth in §11-1C-2-b and §11-1C-10-d-1 of the Code of West Virginia.

By* By

Signature Signature

Title Title

Address Address

Phone No. Phone No.

Date Date

STATE OF

COUNTY OF , TO WIT

      The foregoing contact with the West Virginia Division of Forestry to manage certain timberlands under

a multiple-use plan so as to maintain the acreage as timberland was signed by 

and acknowledged before me this day of 

My Commission expires

(FOR DIVISION USE ONLY)

      The above contract to perpetuate the use of certain lands as managed timberland under the multiple-

use plan is hereby approved this day of 

by , of the West Virginia

Division of Forestry.

* If there is more than one owner, then all owners must be listed unless one individual has power of attorney privilege or authority to sign on 

behalf of all others.  Use additional sheets if needed
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CONTRACT 
for 

Managed Timberland Property Valuation

Authorized Signature Title

Notary Public

Printed Name

Mail completed forms to: WV Division of Forestry, 7 Players Club Dr., Charleston, WV 25311

Printed Name



D.B.H.                                                           PerD.B.H. in 2" Basal Area Per Per Per 

Range                                                     Classes Per Tree Acre 1/5 Acre 1/10 Acre

up to 2.9" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seedlings 400 80 40

3.0-4.9" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   4 0.0873 400 80 40

5.0-6.9" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   6 0.1964 153 31 15

7.0-8.9" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   8 0.3491 86 17   9

9.0-10.9". . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 0.5454 55 17   6

11.0-12.9" . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 0.7854 38 8   4

13.0-14.9" . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 1.0690 28 6   3

15.0" +. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16+ 1.3962 21 4   2

NOTE: (a) Area 1/5 acre; circle, diameter 105'4"; square 93.4" per side.

(b) Area 1/10 acre; circle, diameter 74'6"; square 66'.

(c) Number of seedlings present may qualify on a percentage basis; 

Example, 100 seedlings would be equivalent of 7.5 square 

feet of basal area (25% x 30 - 7.5).

(d) Seedlings per acre are based on total pine and hardwood stems.

Where intensive pine management is practiced, a minimum of 250

well distributed pine seedlings will qualify.         

The West Virginia Division of Forestry collects and processes certain personal

information as needed for appropriate and customary business purposes.

Personal information may be disclosed to other State agencies or third

parties as necessary in the normal course of business or to comply with

federal or state laws, including Freedom of Information Act requests. If you

have questions about our use of personal information, please contact us at

304-558-2788.

            Stocking for Classification as Forest Land

Table 1

      Minimum Number of Trees Required Per Acre to Determine

             30 Square Feet of Tree Basal Area of 40%
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