


Commitment to Excellence 
Jewish Family Service is proud to be accredited by the Council on Accreditation (COA), a 
distinction that reflects our commitment to the highest standards of professional practice and 
organizational integrity.

Our Vision 
JFS envisions a community where individuals and families of all backgrounds can live with 
strength, stability, and purpose. We are dedicated to helping people navigate life’s challenges, 
offering both remedial and rehabilitative services. At every stage of life, we promote 
independence, self-respect, and dignity.

Our Mission 
Rooted in the Jewish tradition of caring and compassion, Jewish Family Service is committed to 
supporting all people in need. Through a range of services—including professional counseling, 
advocacy, and educational programs—we work to strengthen individual lives, families, and our 
greater community.

Who We Are 
For over a century, Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania (JFS) has been a trusted 
resource, providing compassionate, professional support to individuals and families across both 
the Jewish and broader community. We serve people with real needs—meeting them where 
they are, and helping them move forward with dignity and hope.
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Sheila Nudelman Abdo, ACSW, LCSW  
Executive Director

Since 1915, Jewish Family Service has been guided by a simple but powerful belief: when 
we support one another, we create a stronger, healthier community. While the world 
around us continues to change, that commitment remains at the heart of everything we 
do. 
 
Today, individuals and families are facing challenges that can feel overwhelming — 
growing mental health concerns, loneliness and isolation, financial uncertainty, family 
pressures, and the everyday stresses of navigating an increasingly complex world. For 
many, knowing where to turn for help can be just as difficult as facing the challenge itself. 
JFS is here to provide that connection. 
 
Throughout the past year, JFS continued to meet people where they are, offering 
professional support, compassionate guidance, and essential resources to individuals and 
families throughout our community. Through counseling, case management, older adult 
services, food assistance, advocacy, and other programs, we help people navigate difficult 
moments while working toward greater stability, independence, and well-being. 
 
Our work is strengthened by the connections we build throughout the community. Clients 
come to JFS through referrals from schools, physicians, mental health professionals, 
community organizations, the court system, family members, and others who recognize 
the value of our services. Many return because they know they will be met with respect, 
understanding, and a genuine commitment to helping them move forward. 
 
As the needs of our community evolve, JFS continues to adapt. Through in-person 
services, telehealth, phone support, and flexible approaches to care, we work to ensure 
that people can access help in the ways that work best for them. Whether someone needs 
professional counseling, help accessing essential resources, or simply someone to help 
them take the next step, JFS is here. 
 
Creating hope is never something one organization can do alone. It is made possible 
through the dedication of our staff, the leadership of our Board of Directors, the generosity 
of our donors, the commitment of our volunteers, and the many community partners who 
stand beside us. Together, we create hope. 

Barbara Nivert 
JFS Board President



 
JFS Honors Dr. Daniel Ginsberg 
June 18, 2026

Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania celebrated its 111th Annual Meeting with 
a special evening honoring Dr. Daniel Ginsberg and his many years of service, leadership, and 
dedication to the community. 
 
The evening reflected the spirit of JFS—bringing people together, celebrating those who make 
a difference, and recognizing the importance of service to others. 
 
Rabbi Dovid Saks opened the program by sharing a D’var Torah, offering a meaningful 
reflection that set the tone for an evening centered on community, commitment, and legacy. 
JCC Executive Director Dan Cardonick served as the evening’s host, guiding guests through a 
program filled with heartfelt tributes and memories. 
 
Opening remarks were delivered by incoming JFS Board President Barbara Nivert, who 
welcomed guests and spoke to the importance of recognizing individuals whose dedication 
has helped strengthen our community. 
 
One of the evening’s most personal moments came from Dr. Ginsberg’s son, Jeffrey Ginsberg, 
who shared reflections and memories of his father, our honoree. His remarks offered guests a 
glimpse into Dr. Ginsberg not only as a respected professional and community leader, but also 
as a father and member of his family. 
 
The evening also included special recognition from local and state government officials. Susan 
Blum Connors, JFS Life Board member and former Board President, presented Dr. Ginsberg 
with proclamations recognizing his years of service and contributions to the community. 
 
JFS Executive Director Sheila Nudelman Abdo delivered the closing remarks, expressing 
appreciation for Dr. Ginsberg’s enduring commitment and for the many individuals whose 
support makes the work of Jewish Family Service possible. 
 
The celebration was made possible through the hard work and dedication of the event 
committee: Molly Rutta, Susie Connors, Rhonda Fallk, Barbara Nivert, and Dale Miller. JFS is 
deeply grateful to the committee, our sponsors, supporters, and everyone who joined us in 
honoring Dr. Ginsberg. 
 
The 111th Annual Meeting was more than a celebration of another year at JFS. It was a 
celebration of the people who give of themselves to make our community stronger—and a 
fitting tribute to Dr. Ginsberg’s remarkable legacy of service.
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Anonymous 
Estate Gift

Evelyn Berger 
Estate Gift

Faye Bernstein 
Estate Gift

Sheila Cutler 
In Memory of her father  
Frank R. Nutis

Jerome H. Denner 
Estate Gift
 
Joseph Ecker 
In Memory of his wife Pearl 
Ecker

James F. Ellenbogan 
Memorial Fund Legacy Gift

Moses Fragin 
Estate Gift

 

Sheri & Barry Finkelstein Fund 
Legacy Endowment Fund

Friedman Family of Taylor 
Charitable Remainder Trust  
Estate Gift

Miriam E. Friedman 
Estate Gift

Albert Geffen Memorial Fund 
Estate Gift

Mae S. Gelb  
Estate Gift

Jerome Edward Giles 
Estate Gift

Florence Grossman  
Estate Gift

Dr. Harry & Joyce Kroll 
Estate Gift
 

JFS gratefully recognizes our Legacy Donors—those who have informed us of their intention 
to leave a bequest to Jewish Family Service, those of blessed memory whose generous 
legacy gifts have already strengthened our mission, and those who have made a monetary 
contribution to a JFS Endowment during their lifetime.
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These thoughtful gifts represent a lasting commitment to the future of JFS and help ensure 
that compassionate services, support, and hope remain available to individuals and families 
in our community for generations to come. We are deeply grateful to those who choose to 
make JFS part of their lasting legacy.

Jennie Levy Family Trust 
Estate Gift 

Ann Moskovitz 
In Memory of her husband 
I. Leo Moskovitz

Libby Myers 
Estate Gift

Oppenheim Foundation 
Family Fund 
Estate Gift

Alfred H. Reich 
Estate Gift

Herb Rosen 
Charitable Remainder Unitrust 
Estate Gift

Filmore Rosenstein 
In Memory of his wife 
Jean Rosenstein

Betsy Rosenthal 
Legacy Beneficiary Gift 

Barbara Sapsowitz Fund 
Legacy Memorial Fund

Ruth Stahler Davis 
Estate Gift

Marcy Taylor 
In Memory of her mother 
Ann Levy Goldberg

Donato C. Telesca  
Charitable Remainder Unitrust 
Estate Gift
 
Temple Israel of Dunmore 
Endowment Fund

Paula Wasser 
Estate Gift
 
Pearl Weisberger  
Revocable Living Trust Estate 
Gift
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Mental Health Matters

In today’s world, caring for our mental 
health is more important than ever. People 
of all ages and backgrounds are navigating 
stress, uncertainty, grief, family challenges, 
financial pressures, loneliness, and major life 
transitions. At times, these challenges can feel 
overwhelming. Having someone to turn to can 
make all the difference.

Mental health counseling provides a safe, 
confidential place where individuals, couples, 
and families can talk openly, understand 
what they are experiencing, and develop 
healthy ways to move forward. Counseling 
is not only about addressing a crisis—it is 
also about building resilience, strengthening 
relationships, and helping people feel more 
confident in managing life’s challenges.

Professional Support  
for Life’s Challenges

JFS Counseling Services reflect Jewish 
Family Service’s long-standing commitment 
to providing confidential, professional 
behavioral health care to individuals, couples, 
families, and groups throughout Northeastern 
Pennsylvania.

Our licensed clinical social workers provide 
compassionate, personalized support to help 
clients navigate life’s challenges and improve 
emotional well-being. Services address a 

wide range of concerns, including anxiety, 
depression, grief and loss, addiction, trauma, 
domestic abuse, relationship challenges, and 
major life transitions.

While counseling often begins by addressing 
immediate concerns, our approach looks 
beyond the immediate challenge. We work 
with clients to build resilience, strengthen 
relationships, improve communication, 
develop effective coping skills, enhance self-
esteem, and create lasting positive change.

The Vital Role of Social Workers

Social workers play an essential role in 
supporting mental health and building 
stronger communities. They look at the whole 
person and the circumstances surrounding 
them, recognizing that emotional well-being 
is often connected to family, work, finances, 
health, housing, and other aspects of daily life.

Through professional counseling, advocacy, 
referrals, and supportive services, social 
workers help people identify their strengths, 
overcome obstacles, and connect with 
the resources they need. Their work often 
extends beyond our office, helping individuals 
and families navigate systems and challenges 
that can affect their overall well-being.

Compassionate care. Professional support.  
A healthier community. 
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At JFS, our social workers meet clients where 
they are and work collaboratively with them to 
find a path toward greater balance, wellness, 
and personal growth.

Accessible, Client-Centered Care

Through both in-person and telehealth services, 
our clinicians provide accessible, client-
centered care designed to meet people where 
they are. Every individual’s circumstances are 
different, and our goal is to provide personalized 
support in a respectful, compassionate, and 
confidential environment.

The JFS Counseling Service is an accredited 
provider of outpatient mental health services 
through the Council on Accreditation and 
participates with many insurance providers, 
including Medicare and Medicaid. A sliding fee 
scale based on family size and income is also 
available to help ensure that quality behavioral 
health services remain accessible, regardless of 
financial circumstances.

Building a Healthier Community

Mental health care extends beyond individual 
counseling. JFS also provides educational 
programs, workshops, and support 
opportunities that promote emotional wellness, 
family connections, personal growth, and 
community resilience.

By increasing awareness, reducing the stigma 
surrounding mental health, and making 
professional support available, we help 
create a community where reaching out for 
help is recognized as a sign of strength—not 
something anyone should have to face alone.

Your Support Creates Hope

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, JFS is 
able to provide high-quality behavioral health 
services to individuals and families regardless 
of their ability to pay. Your support helps ensure 
that people seeking hope, healing, and support 
can access the care they need to heal, grow, 
and thrive.
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Protecting Rights. Preserving Dignity. Supporting Independence. 
 
As our society continues to age, more individuals and families are facing complex challenges 
related to aging, health, cognitive decline, and the ability to make important decisions 
independently. Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania (JFS) provides professional 
Guardianship of Person services for individuals who have been determined by the court to be 
incapacitated and unable to make certain decisions for themselves. 
 
As Guardian of Person, JFS works to protect the individual’s rights, dignity, and well-being while 
supporting the greatest level of independence and self-determination possible. Our goal is 
not simply to make decisions on someone’s behalf, but to ensure that each person’s wishes, 
preferences, and voice remain central to the process. 
 
JFS guardians help individuals navigate personal and health-related decisions, coordinate with 
family members and service providers, monitor changing needs, and advocate for their best 
interests. Regular visits and ongoing communication help ensure that the individual’s needs are 
being met and that decisions continue to reflect their circumstances and preferences. 

 
In a world where aging 
and caregiving can place 
significant demands on 
families, JFS provides 
a trusted resource for 
individuals who may 
not have someone able 
to serve in this role. 
Referrals may come 
from hospitals, long-
term care facilities, 
physicians, attorneys, 
courts, social service 
agencies, or members of 
the community. 
 
JFS is accredited by the 
Council on Accreditation 

for Guardianship of Person services. Adult Guardianship is a fee-for-service program, with fees 
reported to and approved by the court. The program is supported in part by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Aging and the Lackawanna County Board of Commissioners through the 
Lackawanna County Area Agency on Aging.
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Strengthening Connections. Enhancing Quality of Life. 
 
As people live longer, the needs of older adults and their families continue to evolve. 
Navigating health concerns, changing abilities, housing, finances, transportation, and access 
to community resources can be overwhelming—especially when families are balancing work, 
caregiving, and other responsibilities. 
 
Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania is committed to helping older adults 
remain independent, connected, and engaged in their communities for as long as possible. 
Through our Older Adult Program, JFS works with individuals and families to identify needs, 
explore options, and coordinate services that promote dignity, self-respect, and quality of life. 
 
Our licensed social workers, National Certified Guardians, and compassionate volunteers 
provide personalized support based on each individual’s circumstances. We help older 
adults and their families make informed choices, connect with available resources, and 
develop practical solutions that encourage the highest level of independence possible. 
 
In today’s rapidly changing world, knowing where to turn for help can be just as important as 
the services themselves. JFS serves as a trusted resource and advocate, helping older adults 
and their families navigate an increasingly complex network of community and support 
services. 
 
Consultations are available by appointment, with evening hours and home visits available 
when appropriate. There is a fee for Case Management Services; however if the set fee for 
services is not affordable, the client will be charged according to a scale based on family 
size and income, and no one is denied service because of an inability to pay. Some services 
may also be covered by health 
insurance or Medicare. 
 
JFS is accredited by the Council 
on Accreditation for Case 
Management, reflecting our 
commitment to professional, 
compassionate, and accountable 
service.
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Volunteering has always been an important part of Jewish Family Service of Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania’s work. It is one of the simplest and most meaningful ways people can 
come together to strengthen their community, support their neighbors, and create positive 
change.

In a world where many people are experiencing loneliness, uncertainty, financial hardship, 
food insecurity, and growing mental health challenges, the need for compassion and con-
nection has never been greater. Volunteers help bridge that gap. They give their time, skills, 
and energy to make sure others know they are not alone.

At JFSNEPA, volunteers play an important role in helping us meet the needs of the com-
munity. Whether assisting with food distribution, supporting special programs and events, 
helping older adults, contributing professional skills, or simply lending a helping hand, ev-
ery volunteer makes a difference. Their contributions allow JFS to extend our reach and 
provide meaningful support to more people throughout Northeastern Pennsylvania.

But volunteering is about more than what we give—it is also about what we build together. 
When people choose to give their time, they strengthen the connections that hold a com-
munity together. They create opportunities for people of different ages, backgrounds, and 
experiences to work side by side toward a common purpose.

At JFSNEPA, we believe that creating a stronger community is something we all have a 
role in. Every act of service, no matter how large or small, has the potential to create hope. 
Together, through volunteering and action, we can continue to build a community where 
people feel supported, valued, and connected.

Pictured Left to Right: Vonda Howell, Semen Flexer, Marshall Needle, Nancy Post,  
Rick Gelb, Diane Brown, Murray Glick.
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Since its establishment in January 2001, the Mae S. Gelb Kosher Food Pantry has provided 
food and essential household items to individuals and families facing significant financial 
challenges. Clients include isolated seniors living on limited incomes, unemployed 
adults needing temporary support, and community members affected by difficult family 
circumstances or declining health. During the past year, JFS provided 96 visits to the Mae S. 
Gelb Food Pantry, helping community members access food and essential resources when 
they needed them most. 
 
Today, food security is more important than ever. Rising food costs, fixed incomes, health 
challenges, and other financial pressures can make it difficult to consistently access enough 
nutritious food. For many in our community, programs like the Food Pantry provide more 
than nourishment—they offer stability, dignity, and reassurance during challenging times. The 
Pantry is generously supported by the Gelb Foundation, community members, synagogues, 
and other Jewish organizations. JFS also distributed $2,250 in food vouchers, giving clients 
additional flexibility to meet their individual and family needs. 
 
In partnership with Meals on Wheels of Northeastern Pennsylvania and Elan Skilled Nursing & 
Rehab, JFS provides Kosher Meals on Wheels (KMOW) to individuals who follow kosher dietary 
guidelines and are temporarily or permanently disabled. During the year, 1,543 Kosher Meals 
on Wheels were served, helping individuals maintain independence and remain safely at 
home. Weekly volunteer support is essential to the program’s continued success. 
 
Recognizing the importance of fresh, nutritious foods, JFS also introduced the Fresh Produce 
Pantry, an extension of the Mae S. Gelb Food Pantry and Holiday Assistance Program. Through 
generous donations of fresh produce and poultry, the program helps individuals and families 
supplement their food supply with healthier choices. It is made possible through partnerships 
with Race-West Company, Inc. and David Elliot Poultry Farm. 
 
JFS also provides additional food assistance during the Jewish holidays, helping ensure that 
individuals and families can celebrate with dignity and access nutritious food. This year, 205 
clients were served during Rosh Hashanah, 99 clients during Thanksgiving, and 512 clients 
during Passover. 
 
Together, these programs reflect JFS’s commitment to food security, dignity, and community 
care—ensuring that individuals and families have access to nutritious food, specialized meals, 
and compassionate support when they need it most.
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Leadership Donors include supporters of our Annual Campaign, Community Organizations,  
Foundation and Grant support and generous business partners and sponsors. 

$50,000 and Above
Jewish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania 

Moses Taylor Foundation
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, Inc.

$10,000 - $49,999
The Lester G. Abeloff Foundation

Eureka Foundation 
Foundation for the Jewish Elderly

The Albert & Ann Margolies Perpetual Charitable Trust
Louis and Barbara Nivert

Northeastern Pennsylvania Health Care Foundation
Rabinowitz Fund

Schwartz-Mack Foundation
Douglas Sheldon

United Way of Lackawanna, Wayne & Pike Counties

 
$1,000 - $9,999

Larry and Sheila Abdo 
AllOne Foundation and Charities

James and Patty Alperin
Joseph & Sara Bedrick Charitable Fund

Bichor Cholem Congregation
Rabbi Daniel Bubnis and Dr. Timothy Legg

Hannah S. and Samuel A. Cohn Memorial Foundation
David Elliot Poultry Farm
Eckersley & Davis, LLP

Gail Edelsohn, M.D.
David and Eileen Feibus

Fink Family of David Elliot Poultry Farm Charity Fund
Thomas Foley and Jill Miller
Alan and Laurel Glassman

Rabbi Henry Guterman Fund
Irving & Edythe Grossman Foundation

Kenneth and Rose Levine

Rosalind Marks
Cindy Pearl

Myron A. & Anita E. Pinkus Charitable Foundation
Louis and Judith Premselaar

Race West
Adam Reichenberg

Riggs Asset Management
Dr. Stephen I. Rosenthal and Sara Rosenthal Fund

Rabbi Marna Sapsowitz
Elliot and Renee Schoenberg

Society of Chevra Kadisha
Deirdre-Holly Spelman

Toyota of Scranton
Robert Walker
Janet Wenzel

Dr. Nancy Willis



Page 15

JFS would like to thank the generous foundations and grantors that support our 
organization throughout the year as well as over the years. Your contributions are 

critical in helping us serve the community we live in.

Hannah S. & Samuel Cohn Memorial Foundation 

Foundation for the Jewish Elderly of Eastern PA

The Albert & Ann Margolies Perpetual Charitable Trust

The Myron A. & Anita E. Pinkus Charitable Foundation
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Exceptional ($2,500 and above)
Thomas Foley and Jill Miller
Louis and Barbara Nivert
Dr. Stephen I. Rosenthal 
  and Sara Rosenthal Fund

Patron ($1,000 - $2,499)
Larry and Sheila Abdo
Hannah S. and Samuel A. 
  Cohn Memorial Foundation
Eckersley & Davis, LLP
Gail A. Edelsohn, MD
David B. and Eileen Feibus
Irving & Edythe 
  Grossman Foundation
Kenneth and Rose Levine
Rosalind Marks
Myron A. & Anita E. Pinkus 
  Charitable Foundation
Elliot and Renee Schoenberg
Drs. Douglas and Margaret* Sheldon
Janet Wenzel

Champion ($500 - $999)
Atty. John and Donna Appleton
Donald Bernstein 
  Family Foundation
Rabbi Daniel Bubnis 
  and Dr. Timothy Legg
Michael and Dr. Julie Byerley
Dr. Jerome and Polly Finkelstein
Alan and Laurel Glassman
Beth Kaplan
Alexander Kozora
Lackawanna Bar Association
Spencer Lempert
Leslie Pearl
Jamy and Nisha Rosenstein
Ross Family Foundation
Samuel P. and Faye E. Singer 
  Philanthropic Fund
Deirdre-Holly Spelman
Temple Israel Daily Minyan

Sustaining ($250 - $499)
Gary and Marian Beckhorn
The Bender Family 
  Foundation Fund
Rabbi Daniel Swartz 
  and Rabbi Marjorie Berman
Gail Dickstein
Mike Washo and Natalie Gelb
Dr. Steven Vale and Dr. Jennifer Gell
Dr. Daniel and Sandra Ginsberg
Jim and Pauline Griffiths
Colette Jesikiewicz
Dr. Joseph and Susan Kamerling
Howard M. and Robin Kaufman
Kelly Smertz Tires Inc.
Koppelman/Dinner Fund
Alexander Kozora
Saul and Sharon Levy
Michael Mardo and Iris Liebman
Lorrie Loughney
Frank A. Milani, MD
Kenneth and Dale Miller
Don and Stephanie Minkoff
Rosenberg Charitable Foundation
Alan and Anne Silverman
Gary Smertz
Eric and Angela Weinberg
Mark and Ilene Weinstein
Dr. Nancy Willis

Sponsoring ($100 - $249)
Esther B. Adelman
James and Patty Alperin
Asher’s Chocolate Co.
Mark Berger
Michael and Lisa Berlin
Alan Singer and Beth Bronner 
Atty. Richard and Faye Bishop
Nathan and Maggy Bushwick
Charles Cahn
Mitchell and Connie Cohen
Susan Connors
Katherine Danzico
Gloria Davidow
Gary Davis

Atty. Donald and Joyce Douglass
Dr. Christopher and Nancy Dressel
Dr. Steven and Marylu Eisner
Gus Fahey
Howard Feinberg
Rabbi Mordechai and Doris Fine
Moshe and Etty Fink
Gerald and Lynne Fragin
Dr. Vitaly and Victoria Geyfman
Dr. Jerald and Kerrie Gilbert
Atty. Richard Goldberg
Victor and Julia Goretsky
Danny and Heather Greene
Joe and Deborah Hureau
Richard and Susan Jacobson
William and Nancy Johnson
Harold and Helene Kornfeld*
Alexander Kushner
Dr. Joel and Leah Laury
David and Cheryl Lebowitz
Arthur E. and Kristin Levandoski
Arthur L. and Grace Levandoski
Jeffrey and Carol Leventhal
Leslie Manning
Beverly Meil
James and Anne Millett
Atty. Ed and Ann Monsky
David and Nomi Myers
Mark and Penny Myers
Rochelle Myers
Northeast Imports Inc.
Jay and Paulette Okun
Allan J. Pisarz
Robert and Karen Pollack
Mary B. Rhodes
Jay Rosenstein
Howard Rosenstein
David and Molly Rutta
Renee E. Schectman
Steven and Ellen Seitchik
Elaine Frieder Shepard
Dr. Edward and Mary Sherwin
Kate Sickora
The Skier Foundation
Doris Spiegel
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Atty. Howard M. Spizer
Mark Stahller
William and Lorraine Tersteeg
Thomas and Rebecca Tschampel
Atty. Robert and Elaine Ufberg
Juliet Vogel
Rita Warshawsky
Phillip and Arlene Wizwer
Dr. Michael and Mary Wolk

General ($50 - $99)
Marie Banicky
Dorothy Bosak Bosley
Michael Squires 
  and Linda Cabasin
James and Carol Cader
Eileen Coyne
Marc and Judith Dwyer
Phillip Friedman
Jeffrey and Dassy Ganz
Judith Golden
Michael and Gayle Greenstein
Dr. Jennifer Joyce 
  and Mary Powers
James and Paula Kane

Bryan Keating
Michael and Jennie Knies
Paula Levy
Mark and Harriet Noble
Yuriy Pechenin
Elayne Kornblatt Phillips
Shelley Rosenberg
Rabbi Samuel 
  and Sonia Sandhaus
David and Natalie Slutsky
Joseph G. Wilkes
Irwin and Pauline Wolfson
Dr. Melvyn and Marilyn Wolk
George Wurzer

Other (Under $49)
Nathan Adler
Linda Barrasse
Kathy Bharkhda
Rabbi Yaakov and Rivka Bilus
Carl and Michele Breese
William and Susan Calpin
Len and Lainey Denis
Sidney and Michelle DeSantis
Thomas and Terry Feeney

Ruth Gelb
Ted Georgiades
Rabbi Yehuda and Rashi Itkin
David and Dorothy Jablonka
Wesley and Barbara Keller
Doris Koloski
John and Randi Lawrie
Dr. Paul and Carol Leiman
Elaine Pachter
Marvin and Charlotte Pollack
Louis and Karen Rapoch
Bernard and Marilyn Rappaport
David and Ilise Rubinow
Dr. Gary Silverstein*
Abigail Smith
Eileen Soranno
Faye Spatt
Eliyahu and Chana Stein
Robert Walker
Neil and Arlene Weinberg 
 
* Of Blessed Memory

Because of the incredible generosity of our donors, Jewish Family Service of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania had a very successful NEPA Gives campaign this year. During the 24-hour giving 
event, supporters contributed $4,585.32.

We are especially grateful to our matching gift donors, who stepped forward with a $10,000 
challenge to inspire additional giving. After the campaign concluded, these generous supporters 
graciously donated the remaining unmatched portion of the challenge, bringing our grand total 

raised to $16,585.32.

Every dollar raised helps JFS continue providing 
critical services and support to individuals and 
families throughout our community. Whether 
through counseling, food assistance, senior 
services, or emergency support, your generosity 
makes a meaningful difference in the lives of 
those we serve.

Thank you to everyone who donated, shared our 
campaign, and helped spread the word. Your 
support strengthens our community and ensures 
that JFS can continue its mission of helping 
people in need with dignity, compassion, and 
care.

Together, we are making a difference.
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Among the most impactful contributions are 
donations of vehicles and real estate—gifts that 
not only provide substantial support for our 
programs but also offer unique financial benefits 
to the donor. 
 
For many supporters, a car, truck, or even an RV 
that is no longer needed can become a lifeline 
for someone in our community. Through our 
partnership with CARS (Charitable Adult Rides 
& Services), donors can contribute almost any 
type of vehicle—running or not—with ease. One 
simple call to the toll-free line (1-877-537-4227) 
initiates the entire process. Pickup, towing, and 
paperwork are all coordinated at no cost to the donor. Once the vehicle is sold, the proceeds 
directly support the essential services that JFSNEPA provides, from mental health counseling to 
food assistance and safety-net programs. Donors also receive the necessary documentation to 
claim a tax deduction for their charitable gift. 
 
Real estate donations offer another powerful avenue for contributing to our mission. For 
individuals or families who find themselves with property they no longer use—or wish to transfer 
to a meaningful cause—JFSNEPA can accept a wide range of real estate gifts. These include 
residential homes, rental properties, commercial buildings, vacation homes, farmland, and 
undeveloped land. Donors often find that giving real estate not only creates a lasting legacy 
but may also reduce carrying costs, eliminate the burden of maintenance, and provide potential 
tax advantages. CARS assists with the evaluation process and supports donors through the 
necessary steps to complete a gift of property. 
 
Whether it is a car sitting in a driveway or a piece of land waiting for its next purpose, these 
contributions become more than assets—they become hope, support, and stability for individuals 
and families across Northeastern Pennsylvania. 
 
At JFSNEPA, we are deeply grateful for every 
donor who chooses to uplift our community 
through these transformational gifts. To learn 
more about donating a vehicle or real estate, 
contact us at 570-344-1186 or info@jfsnepa.org.
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The official registration and financial information of Jewish Family Service of Northeastern Pennsylvania may be 
obtained from The Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, in Pennsylvania, 

(800) 732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.



Page 20

Sheila Nudelman Abdo,  
ACSW, LCSW

Executive Director  

Don Minkoff, LCSW 
Social Worker 

Marguerite Bushwick,  
LCSW, NCG 

Social Worker 

Peter Dunford, LSW 
Social Worker 

Art Levandoski 
Marketing and Development 

Heather Greene, MPA 
Business Manager 

Colleen Washko, CBCS 
Billing and Scheduling 

Barbara Eagen 
Administrative Assistant

Lorrie Loughney,  
NCG, MPA

Older Adult Services 

Officers 
Dr. Daniel Ginsberg - President 

Elliot Schoenberg - Vice President
Nancy Johnson - Vice President

Dale K. Miller - Secretary
Louis Nivert - Treasurer

Board 
Gary Beckhorn   
Rhonda Fallk   

Dovid Yehudah Fink   
Lynne Fragin   

David Hollander 
Michael Mardo   

Adam Shprintzen   
Dr. Nancy Willis

2025-2026 Board of Directors
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Samuel Samter*		          1915-1918 
Louis Oetinger* 		          1918-1939 
Leon Levy* 			           1939-1949 
Bert Linder* 			          1949-1951
Albert Margolies* 		          1951-1954
Dr. Bernard Shair* 		          1954-1957
Emanuel Laster, Esq.* 	         1957-1960
Dr. Joseph Newman*  	         1960-1963
A. I. Gross* 			           1963-1966
Irwin E. Alperin* 		          1966-1969
Paul Alamar* 		          1969-1972
Karl H. Strohl, Esq.*  	         1972-1975
Paul Magida* 		          1975-1978
Harold Sprung* 		          1978-1980
Seth S. Gross*		          1980-1983
Ronald Black* 		          1983-1985
Donald G. Douglass, Esq. 	        1985-1987
Bernardine Kaplan* 	         1987-1988
Dr. Stephen Rosenthal*  	         1988-1989
Richard S. Bishop, Esq.  	         1989-1991
Phyllis Mardo* 		          1991-1994
Joel Joseph* 		          1994-1996
Sheldon Goldstein* 	         1996-1998
Paula Wasser*		          1998-2000 
Hon. Richard M. Lovenwirth*     2000-2002
Richard I. Schwartz 	 	         2002-2004
Jerome Klein* 	  	         2004-2006

Robert Ballot *	         	         2006-2007
Alan Smertz 		  	         2008-2011
Barbara Nivert 		          2011-2013
Susan Blum Connors    	         2013-2015
Jay Landau 			           2015-2016
Eric Weinberg 		          2016-2019
Deirdre Spelman, ACSW 	         2019-2023 
Dr. Dan Ginsberg 		          2023-2026 
Barbara Nivert (Pictured)	        2026-present	
	

JFS Presidents  
[1915 to Present]

Life Board Members 

Richard S. Bishop, Esq.   
Susan Blum Connors   

Donald G. Douglass, Esq.
Seth S. Gross*  
Barbara Nivert

Richard I. Schwartz   
Alan Smertz   

Deirdre Spelman, ACSW   
Eric Weinberg

Ex-Officio Board Members 
 

Rabbi Alex Hecht   
Rabbi Mordechai Dov Fine   

Rabbi Daniel Swartz    
Rabbi Daniel A. Bubnis 

Dan Cardonick
Daniel Chejfec
Brittany Elko

* Of Blessed Memory



615 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 204 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18510

(570) 344-1186
www.jfsnepa.org


