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This packet is designed to help someone interested in filing for a Domestic Violence Civil Protection Order 
(DVCPO). This packet only provides the Ohio Supreme Court forms. You may need additional Ohio 
Supreme Court forms which can be found on its website:  
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JCS/domesticViolence/protection_forms/DVForms/default.asp.  
You may also need local forms which you can find at your local law library and/or the Clerk of Court’s 
office in your county’s Court of Common Pleas. 
 
Who Can File: You can file for a DVCPO if you are considered a family or household member of the other 
person. A family or household member is defined by Ohio Revised Code § 3113.31(A)(3). A family or 
household members includes, but is not limited to, any of the following, AS LONG AS you and the other 
person lives or has lived together: 

• Spouses 
• Former Spouses 
• Person living as a spouse (partners) within the past five years 
• Parent – Child Relationship 
• Foster Parent – Foster Child Relationship 
• Any other close blood or marital relationship 

You can also file for a DVCPO if you share a biological child with the other person, regardless of whether 
you have ever resided together.  
 
What To Prove: Typically, to receive a CPO you have to prove recent “domestic violence” as defined by 
Ohio Revised Code § 3113.31(A)(1) which includes any of the following:  

• physical domestic violence 
• direct threats of imminent physical harm 
• stalking 
• aggravated trespass 
• any act that results in a child that has been abused; and/or sexually oriented offenses.  

 
Where To File: In Ohio, you can file for a DVCPO (1) in the county you live in, (2) the county the other 
person lives in, or (3) a county you have fled to. You should file this packet in the county’s Family 
Court/Domestic Relations Division, if it has one, or the Court of Common Pleas. 
 

CAUTION: Civil Protection Order cases affect important rights and involve difficult legal 
concepts, including custody. If you can afford an attorney, it would be reckless to proceed 
without one.   You can contact your local Legal Aid office to determine if you are eligible for 
services. 

Remember, the opposing party’s attorney does not represent you and you should not rely upon them 
for advice or explanations. 

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JCS/domesticViolence/protection_forms/DVForms/default.asp
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By providing these forms, the Legal Aid Society of Columbus and Southeastern Ohio Legal Services, and the 
attorneys who are on its staff, have NOT agreed to represent you and will not be available to answer your 
questions regarding these forms.  If you need help, you should contact your local domestic violence shelter.  
You can locate your local shelter at https://www.odvn.org/find-help/. 
 
 

Forms for a DVCPO 
Form Name Purpose 

Petition for Domestic 
Violence Civil Protection 

Order (R.C. 3113.31) 
(10.01-D) 

This form is required. This form is used to explain to the Court that (1) 
you want a DVCPO, (2) why you think you need the DVCPO, and (3) 
what you are asking the Court to do.  

Protection Order Notice to 
NCIC 
(10-A) 

This form is required in some courts, but not all. We suggest you 
complete this form to the best of your ability and bring it with you to 
court in case it is required in your county. 

Information for Parenting 
Proceeding Affidavit (R.C. 

3127.23 A) 
(10.01-F) 

This affidavit is required only if you are seeking an emergency custody 
order of a shared child. This affidavit asks for important information 
regarding the child(ren), prior custody cases, their residences, and the 
adults responsible for them. This is an affidavit that must be notarized; do 
not sign it until you are in front of a notary public.  
 
CAUTION: If you have a shared child filing for a CPO can affect 
custody rights. You should speak to an attorney before you file.  

Information About Filing a 
Domestic Violence or Dating 

Violence Civil Protection 
Order 

(10.01-C) 

This form is not required to file. This is an informational pamphlet 
created by the Ohio Supreme Court explaining what a DVCPO is and 
when it is appropriate.  

How to Complete a 
Protection Order Notice to 

NCIC 
(10-B) 

This form is not required to file. This is an informational pamphlet 
created by the Ohio Supreme Court explaining what a NCIC is and how 
to complete it for Court. 

 
 
Ohio Legal Help has an online program that helps you complete these forms in certain situations. For assistance in 
completing these forms, you can go to https://www.ohiolegalhelp.org. 
 
 

https://www.odvn.org/find-help/
https://www.ohiolegalhelp.org/
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FORM 10.01-C:   INFORMATION ABOUT FILING A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OR DATING 
VIOLENCE CIVIL PROTECTION ORDER PETITION 

If you have any questions about completing the Petition for a Domestic Violence Civil Protection Order (Form 
10.01-D) or the Dating Violence Civil Protection Order (Form 10.01-P), contact the local victim assistance 
program, domestic violence program, or Ohio Domestic Violence Network at 800-934-9840. 

Neither the Clerk of Court’s Office nor the local domestic violence program can give legal advice.  If you need 
legal advice, talk to a lawyer.  Only a lawyer can give you legal advice. 

There is NO FEE for filing the Petition. 

Once completed, take the Petition and other necessary documents to the Clerk of Court’s Office. 

If you want an emergency order, also known as an Ex Parte Protection Order, check “want” in paragraph 2 of 
the Petition. 

The Court will consider your request for an Ex Parte Protection Order and may ask you questions. 

Regardless if an Ex Parte Protection Order was requested, granted, or denied, a full hearing will be scheduled. 

You must attend the full hearing.  Your victim advocate may also be present at the hearing. 

On the day of the full hearing, be prepared to (1) tell the Court what happened, (2) bring with you any witnesses, 
evidence, and documentation to prove your case, and (3) ask Respondent questions. 

Respondent may be represented by a lawyer.  You may represent yourself or ask for a continuance to obtain a 
lawyer.  [R.C. 3113.31(D)(2)(a)(iii)] 

Respondent or Respondent’s lawyer may present evidence and ask you questions. 

The Court cannot issue a protection order against you unless Respondent has filed a Petition. 

DEFINITIONS 

Domestic Violence 
[R.C. 3113.31] 

“Domestic violence” means the occurrence of one or 
more of the following acts against a family or household 
member or a person with whom Respondent has a dating 
relationship: attempting to cause or recklessly causing 
bodily injury; placing another person by the threat of 
force in fear of imminent serious physical harm or 
committing menacing by stalking or aggravated 
trespass; committing any act with respect to a child that 
would result in the child being an abused child, as 
defined [by law]; or committing a sexually oriented 
offense. 

Person with Whom Respondent Is or Was in 
a Dating Relationship 
[R.C. 3113.31(A)(9)]  

An adult who, at the time of the conduct in question, is 
in a dating relationship with Respondent who also is an 
adult or who, within the twelve months preceding the 
conduct in question, has had a dating relationship with 
Respondent who also is an adult. 

Dating Relationship 
[R.C. 3113.31(A)(8)] 

A relationship between adults who have, or have had, 
a relationship of a romantic or intimate nature. 
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"Dating relationship" does not include a casual 
acquaintanceship or ordinary fraternization in a 
business or social context. 
 

Family or Household Member  
[R.C. 3113.31(A)(3)-(4)]  

 

 

 

 

 

"Family or household member” means either of the 
following: 
 
(1) Any of the following who is residing with or has 
resided with Respondent, such as a spouse, a person 
living as a spouse, or a former spouse of Respondent; 
a parent, a foster parent, or a child of Respondent, or 
another person related by consanguinity or affinity 
(blood or marriage) to Respondent; a parent or a child 
of a spouse, person living as a spouse, or former 
spouse of Respondent, or another person related by 
consanguinity or affinity (blood or marriage) to a 
spouse, person living as a spouse, or former spouse of 
Respondent. 
 
(2)  The natural parent of any child of whom 
Respondent is the other natural parent or is the putative 
other natural parent. 
 
“Person living as a spouse” means a person who is 
living or has lived with Respondent in a common law 
marital relationship, who otherwise is cohabiting with 
Respondent, or who otherwise has cohabited with 
Respondent within five years prior to the date of the 
alleged occurrence of the act in question. 
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FORM 10-B: HOW TO COMPLETE A PROTECTION ORDER NOTICE TO NCIC 

 
Form 10-A, Protection Order Notice to NCIC, is the mechanism to enter protection orders or consent agreements 
into the FBI’s National Crime Information Center (“NCIC”) Protection Order file.  Inaccurate or inconsistent 
information on Form 10-A will delay entering the court order into the NCIC index; result in improper enforcement of 
the order; and impermissibly allow or deny a person from owning, possessing, purchasing, or transporting firearms 
and ammunition.  Form 10-A must be completed each time the court grants, approves, modifies, renews, or 
terminates a criminal or civil ex parte or full hearing protection order or consent agreement or otherwise makes a 
clerical correction on a previously issued order or agreement.   
 
Courts are encouraged to verify that orders are timely entered.  
 

ELEMENTS OF FORM 10-A 

 
(A) Although Form 10-A is the primary method to inform law enforcement of the terms and conditions of a 

protection order or consent agreement, it is not a substitution for a protection order or judgement entry. 
 
(B) The court must mark the appropriate box: 
 

 Initial NCIC Form:  This box indicates the court is issuing a criminal or civil protection order or 
approving a consent agreement for the first time. 
 

 Amended NCIC Form:  This box points out to law enforcement that the original terms of an existing 
protection order or consent agreement have been modified, including modifications due to clerical 
errors.  
 

 Removal from NCIC:  This box notifies law enforcement that the protection order or consent agreement 
is no longer valid and the order must be removed from the NCIC protection order database active file, 
regardless of the reason.  
 

 Service Completed:  This box is marked if the court has knowledge that service of process has been 
perfected as set forth in Civ.R. 65.1 and Crim.R.49.  The protection order should be entered promptly 
regardless of service. 

 
(C) NUMERICAL IDENTIFIER.  Although the FBI only requires one numerical identifier, the court should 

provide additional numerical identifiers, if available, to facilitate identification of the subject of the protection 
order. 

 
(D) BRADY DISQUALIFIERS.  All of the following requirements must be met to result in firearms disability 

pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(8): 
 

 Existence of an intimate relationship between the protected parties and Respondent or Defendant, 
i.e., spouse, former spouse, an individual who cohabits or has cohabited with Respondent or 
Defendant, and an individual who is a parent of a child of the Respondent or Defendant; 

 
 Respondent or Defendant had actual notice of the hearing and an opportunity to participate; 

 
 The court made a finding in the order that Respondent or Defendant poses a credible threat of 

harm or the order explicitly prohibits Respondent or Defendant from the use, attempted use, or 
threatened use of physical force against an intimate partner or child. 
 

In addition to the firearms and ammunition prohibition per 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(8), a Respondent or Defendant 
may be firearms and ammunition disqualified as result of other circumstances, e.g., 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(1) 
through (9), state law, or a court order. 
 

(E) DATE OF ORDER AND EXPIRATION OF ORDER.  The NCIC protection order database will automatically 
render a record inactive on the order’s expiration date.  Protection orders issued pursuant to R.C. 2903.213 
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or 2919.26 may indicate “NONEXP.”  Upon disposition of the criminal case or the issuance of a civil 
protection order arising out of the same facts, the court must send to law enforcement another Form 10-A 
indicating Removal from the NCIC and state the expiration date of the order. 

 
(F) TERMS OF ORDER.  The court must check every box that corresponds to the terms of the protection order.  

Note that the numbering next to each term in Form 10-A does not correspond to the sequence of remedies 
in a protection order or consent agreement.  However, the remedies in the protection order forms are cross-
referenced with the terms and conditions listed in Form 10-A, e.g., NCIC 01.  

 
 In every instance that the court changes a term of the protection order or consent agreement, e.g., divorce 

decree, custody order, continuance of hearing, or extension of the protection order, the court must submit 
Form 10-A or a form that is substantially similar, indicate the applicable terms to law enforcement and mark 
“Amended NCIC Form.” 
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