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Cover Photo: SEOLS helped David Bewes and his stepson, Ancil, when a flood destroyed their apartment.
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Our Mission: 
SEOLS provides civil legal aid and advocacy to 

combat unfairness and injustice and to help people 
rise out of poverty.



Friends: 

Across 30 counties in Appalachia, Southeastern Ohio Legal Services (SEOLS) provided direct legal representation and 
advocacy that improved the well-being our clients, their families, and the community. Legal services are essential in 
the fight against poverty, leading to housing stability, enhanced family safety, and increased financial security.

We continued to represent tenants in eviction court, helping more individuals and families maintain stable housing. 
We were also able to expand other housing efforts, like ensuring that landlords were held responsible for poor 
housing conditions that threaten the health and safety of clients like David Bewes and Sherry Summers. In addition, 
our Fair Housing work protected individuals from barriers to safe and affordable housing due to their race, disability, 
or gender. 

Representing survivors of domestic violence remains a high priority across our rural service area, where those in need 
often live 40 miles from a shelter. We strive to provide holistic support by working with partners like victim advocate 
Mary Tom and Alison Morton, an AmeriCorps empowerment specialist.  

Advocates also focused on helping people break the cycle of poverty by relieving debt, allowing for long-term financial 
growth. And our reentry work provided opportunities for those with prior criminal records to pursue financial self-
sufficiency. 

Unresolved legal problems like these are costly, often causing people to miss work or school. Legal issues impact 
housing, job prospects, and household income. Through this work and more, SEOLS continues to help our clients 
reach financial security. 

We are so grateful to our funders, our community partners, and our staff for all that they contributed in 2022 to 
support our mission, and we look forward to our continued work in 2023. 

Sincerely,

Kathleen McGarvey
Executive Director

Sandra Anderson
Board Chair
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I understand my rights 
and my options now. Your 
help relieved my stress. 
SEOLS is great, and all 
the people that work 
there are wonderful."
— SEOLS client
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Rural Renters Face Lack of Safe, Affordable Units

When her landlord illegally 
began requiring her to 
pay the electric bill for 

her rental unit, our client agreed 
because she had nowhere else to go. 
She had spent months searching for 
a home and knew that Southeastern 
Ohio offered few choices for rentals. 
In another rural county, David 
Bewes, who had happily rented a 
unit in a small complex for many 
years, discovered how limited rental 
options are when he and his stepson 
were forced to find temporary 
housing due to a flood in their 
apartment. They spent four months 
living in a rodent-infested motel 
while the management company 
refused to address their situation. 

"The lack of affordable housing 
in Ohio’s rural communities often 
leads low-income tenants to endure 
unsafe or unfair conditions," said 
SEOLS Advocacy Director Kristen 
Lewis. In many small communities, 
a handful of landlords own most 
of the rental properties. If these 
landlords do not maintain their 
properties, it makes it harder for 
tenants to find suitable housing. 

“Too often, families have no choice 

but to continue to rent a home that 
has faulty electric or plumbing, poor 
insulation, or issues with pests,” 
Lewis said. “In some cases, tenants 
knowingly overpay or put up with 
unfair practices because their 
community lacks affordable rental 
properties.” 

In rural areas, three out of four 
homes are owner-occupied, and 
multi-unit apartment buildings are 
rare, which makes it a challenge 
for would-be renters to find 
suitable choices. SEOLS works to 
improve tenants’ circumstances by 
challenging landlords who provide 
substandard living conditions or fail 
to follow Fair Housing laws. Every 
year, we assist about 100 clients with 
issues related to the condition of the 
properties they are renting. 

Through a U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) grant, SEOLS also helps 
clients with disabilities get 
needed accommodations like a 
designated parking spot close to 
their apartment, a first-floor unit, or 
permission to install a ramp. Our 
attorneys also represent people who 
are victims of sexual harassment, 

subjected to discriminatory charges 
or fees, and targeted by other forms 
of illegal housing discrimination. 

49% in urban areas
36% in suburban areas
15% in rural areas

Only 8% of rural rental stock is apartment  
buildings with 20 or more units

Distribution of Rental 
Stock in the US

Source: Joint Center for Housing Studies of 
Harvard University

41%
of rural renters are cost-burdened, meaning 
they pay more than 1/3 of their income for 

housing costs.



I was able to leave a 
building filled with three 
types of mold without 
extra fees. Peggy Lee did 
a great job."
— SEOLS client



Pro m o t i n g  H o u s i n g  St a b i l i t y SEOLS 2022 Annual ReportPage 8

Sherry Summers

Landlord Unlawfully Forces Tenant to Pay Utility Charges

A fter months of searching 
for a HUD rental, Sherry 
Summers* was delighted 

to find a residence on a beautiful lot 
in Athens County. Summers, pressed 
into disability retirement due to a 
medical condition, was looking for a 
place to rest and write her memoir. 

During the required HUD inspection 
of the property, the landlord said she 
wanted Summers to put the electricity 
in her name. The HUD inspector 
rejected the request because multiple 
buildings—including some that would 
not be occupied by Summers—were 
connected to the electrical box. 

The landlord put the electricity in her 
own name. However, shortly after 
Summers moved in, the landlord 
said she was traveling out of the 
country and that Summers would 
need to pay the bill. The landlord did 
this even though she had signed a 
HUD contract stating electricity was 
included in the rent. Summers started 
paying the bill, believing it was a 
temporary request. 

When her landlord returned, she 
refused to take over the electric 
payments and told Summers, “If you 
don’t like it, leave.” 

The landlord continued to add 
buildings to the property and 
connect them to the existing 
electric box, causing the monthly 
bills to increase. During this time, 
Summers’ medical condition 
worsened. She required multiple 
surgeries on her jaw that made 
speaking difficult. The condition 
also created financial challenges. 
“I could not afford to be paying 
the HUD landlord ‘on the side’ 
for electricity while meeting my 
urgent medical needs,” said the 

55-year-old. “But I was afraid if I 
did not comply with the landlord, I 
would end up homeless.” 

On the advice of her HUD 
caseworker, Summers called SEOLS. 
Senior Staff Attorney Peggy Lee 
advised Summers of her options, 
including filing a lawsuit. “Without 
their help, I can’t imagine what 
would have happened,” Summers 
said. 

Lee filed a False Claims Act 
complaint on behalf of Summers 
in federal court. After months of 
litigation, the landlord agreed to 
reimburse Summers $7,500 for 
unlawful expenses that she had 
required Summers to pay. The 
landlord also agreed to pay $4,500 
in attorneys’ fees. 

“It was a relief to have 
such capable guidance and 
representation,” Summers said. 
“Since speaking is such a difficult 
activity for me, I will be eternally 
grateful that they could be my 
voice.” 

*Name changed at the client’s 
request. 
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Ancil Lambert and his stepdad, David Bewes, with attorney Matthew Bockey.

Flood Displaces Family for Months

David Bewes panicked when 
he saw water gushing 
from under his door as he 

approached his Lawrence County 
apartment in May 2022. He called 
the manager and got no help. “They 
said there was nothing they could 
do and told us to go to a hotel,” the 
67-year-old recalled. “I didn’t know 
what to do.” 

Bewes, who supports himself and 
his stepson, Ancil, with his disability 
payments, could not afford an 
extended stay in a motel. Members 
of his church loaned them money 

for the motel while Bewes dealt 
with the apartment’s property 
management company. 

The flood, Bewes learned, was 
caused by an unaddressed 
plumbing issue in the bathroom. 
His requests for help were ignored 
and the damage got worse as 
items began to mold. The pair 
spent about four months living in 
a pest-infested motel that did not 
have a kitchen or accommodations 
for Bewes’ wheelchair. “It was 
unbearable,” he said. “Nearly 
everything we owned was ruined.” 

Bewes, a long-term tenant, said the 
company made promises but never 
addressed the damaged apartment or 
his losses. At the suggestion of a friend, 
Bewes called SEOLS. “It made all 
the difference,” he recalled. “Things 
started turning around when SEOLS 
got involved.” 

Attorney Matthew Bockey negotiated 
for the landlord to provide a temporary 
apartment for the family. Bockey also 
filed a lawsuit seeking damages to 
refund Bewes and Ancil for the cost 
of the motel, replace their destroyed 
property, and cover the emotional 
distress of their ordeal. Shortly after the 
suit was filed, the landlord agreed to a 
settlement that included repairing the 
property and compensating Bewes and 
Ancil for their losses. 

The pair were able to return to their 
unit in December where they enjoy 
cooking meals together in their 
comfortable kitchen. 

“I am just so grateful for everything 
SEOLS has done for us,” Bewes said. 
“Everyone who works there is so 
wonderful. We would never be in 
this position if it weren't for you 
helping us.” 
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When an emergency shelter opened in 
Chillicothe in the winter of 2021, officials 
expected the facility would provide a 

temporary place for people to sleep during the colder 
months. However, Ross County Community Action 
(RCCA) staff who ran the shelter quickly realized a more 
long-term solution was needed. Many people returned 
to the shelter night after night, and it became clear that 
better facilities were necessary, said Julie Bolen, the 
executive director of the agency. 

Job loss, domestic violence, unmet mental health 
needs, medical debt, and a lack of affordable housing 
are some of the most common reasons people 
experience homelessness. “We know that many of 
the people who come to the shelter need more than 
a place to sleep at night,” she said. “They need to be 
connected to services that can help them.” 

Bolen engaged with other local agencies that could 
help shelter residents find permanent housing. She 
also asked her board for help to open a year-round 
facility. She and board chair Baylee Butler, the SEOLS 

Managing Attorney for Pro Bono and Community 
Outreach, began looking at the feasibility of opening 
a more permanent homeless shelter in Ross County. 
They discovered that local laws and a lack of community 
support would make the project difficult. 

In 2022, the shelter moved three times. The first move 
was because they were unable to secure a zoning change 
for the location. The second location was only meant 
to be temporary as it was further away from necessary 
resources like public transportation. The third move 
was to its current location, a shared space with the 
Salvation Army. But even here, the zoning variance is only 
temporary and RCCA must decide whether to shut down 
the shelter entirely or secure another location and move. 

Organizations in several SEOLS counties are dealing with 
similar issues. In New Philadelphia, the Friends of the 
Homeless of Tuscarawas County have faced opposition to 
several proposed locations for a new homeless shelter. 
A new facility is needed because the current building is 
more than 100 years old and requires extensive upkeep, 

The temporary site of the Ross County Community Action homeless 
shelter is the Salvation Army building.

Baylee Butler, SEOLS Managing Attorney for Pro Bono and Community 
Outreach, talks with Ross County Community Action Director Julie Bolen.

SEOLS Attorneys Tackle Homelessness in Our Communities
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Homelessness by Location Type

which diverts funds from staff 
training, maintaining and replacing 
equipment, and programming for 
the guests of the shelter, said SEOLS 
Senior Attorney Jesse Moses, who 
serves on the board. 

New Philadelphia officials have 
rejected several proposed locations, 
citing zoning concerns. During 
city meetings on the topic, some 
residents also have opposed a new 
shelter. The shelter, which opened in 
2005, has served more than 4,100 
individuals, including children. 
Friends of the Homeless has a sound 
record of successfully helping guests 
find permanent housing, Moses said. 

Residents, who must undergo a 
background check, are connected 
to social services and other local 
resources. “Given that 85 percent of 
the people who use the shelter are 
Tuscarawas County residents, the 

sought shelter at the facility. “People 
think we are a small community, and 
we don’t have any homeless people,” 
Butler said. “That’s just not the case.” 

SEOLS attorneys also try to 
prevent families from becoming 
homeless by representing them 
in eviction hearings, partnering 
with organizations that offer rental 
assistance, and helping clients 
overcome barriers to employment, said 
Advocacy Director Kristen Lewis. 

“Our advocates know the best solution 
is to provide legal help before a family 
loses their home,” Lewis said. “That’s 
why our offices offer so many types of 
legal assistance. We can help them 
ask a landlord to make repairs, stop 
an unfair wage garnishment, connect 
them to food and health benefits, 
reinstate a driver’s license, and address 
other issues that make maintaining a 
home a challenge.” 

shelter is a wonderful example of how 
our community works together to help 
neighbors in need,” Moses said. “We 
really need a safe, modern facility to 
house people until they get back on 
their feet.” 

In Chillicothe, Bolen and Butler want 
the same thing. The RCCA shelter’s 
current location is a multi-purpose 
room in an older Salvation Army 
building. On a typical night, 70 people 
sleep there. In 2022, 400 people 

Although originally intended to be an 
emergency shelter, many residents require an 
extended stay.

Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development: 2018 Annual Homelessness Report
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31% 69%

28% 72%
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Unsheltered people who are experiencing homelessness have drastically shorter 
life expectancies. In rural areas, a greater percentage of people experiencing 
homelessness are unsheltered.
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Advocates in Rural Counties Face Unique Challenges in 
Addressing Domestic Violence 

L iving in a rural community 
can make it more difficult 
for survivors of domestic 

violence to seek help. Many small 
communities do not have domestic 
violence shelters. Survivors may 
feel an obligation to stay to care for 
children, animals, or farm property. 
They or their abusers may know law 
enforcement or court personnel. 
Some have families who would prefer 
not to involve the authorities. 

“Standing up to an abuser is really 
frightening,” said Mary Tom, the 
long-serving victim advocate for 

Morgan County. “My clients are afraid 
of retribution, losing their support 
system, and being the subject 
of gossip in communities where 
everyone knows everyone.” 

For these reasons, helping domestic 
violence survivors in rural areas can 
be a greater challenge, Tom said. 
She’s grateful survivors in her county 
and 29 others have access to SEOLS 
lawyers who can help them secure 
Civil Protection Orders that keep 
abusers away and assist with divorce 
and custody issues. The attorneys “are 
extremely kind and supportive,” Tom 

said. Clients living in Appalachia need 
that additional support because of the 
region’s lack of good jobs and social 
services, she added. 

“I don’t think the majority of my low-
income victims would get a protection 
order or a divorce without legal aid. 
Once they find out they can get help, 
they will leave that abusive situation. 
They couldn't do this without legal 
assistance.” 

Providing help beyond a protection 
order has always been a priority, said 
Senior Staff Attorney Lauren Weller, 
who leads the Family Law Team 
and works out of the Portsmouth 
office. Staff address housing issues, 
help with securing food and health 
benefits, and screen clients for credit 
problems that might prevent them 
from signing a lease or finding a 
job. “We understand that helping 
clients move forward requires more 
than addressing the situation with 
the abuser,” she said. “We try to 
set them up for success by creating 
opportunities for them to become 
financially independent.” 

Morgan County Victim Advocate Mary Tom and SEOLS Attorney Jason Heinrich discuss a case 
with a domestic violence survivor.
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Programs Provide Additional Services 
to Domestic Violence Survivors 

P artnerships are essential to 
providing holistic services 
to domestic violence 

survivors. SEOLS works closely with 
other organizations addressing 
domestic violence to ensure that 
survivors are not only supported 
throughout their interactions 
with legal systems but that they 
are aware of additional help their 
community may offer. 

Family Law Team members 
regularly meet with local advocates 
to discuss cases, streamline court 
processes, and share information. 
The meetings, which SEOLS 
initiated when we received an Ohio 
Office of Criminal Justice Services 
(OCJS) grant, have strengthened 
our relationships with local 
advocates for domestic violence 
survivors, leading to better service 
for clients. 

Since April of 2022, our clients 
have received assistance from 
Alison Morton, an AmeriCorps 
empowerment specialist 
working out of our Portsmouth 

office. She focuses on helping 
survivors of domestic violence 
with housing needs and financial 
empowerment and identifying 
special education needs for 
children. When SEOLS attorneys 
conclude the legal work related 
to domestic violence, Morton 
follows up with clients, offering 
information about becoming 
financially independent, balancing 
a budget, signing a lease, and 
borrowing money. “A person who 
has a good understanding of 
money matters is more likely to be 
successful in starting over after an 
abusive relationship,” Morton said. 
“Connecting clients with critical 
health and food benefits also 
makes a positive impact on their 
future.” 

The personalized attention Morton 
provides is “a wonderful addition 
to our services,” said Weller, who 
serves on the OCJS Family Violence 
Prevention Advisory Council, 
the Supreme Court of Ohio 
Subcommittee on Responding 
to Child Abuse, Neglect, and 

Dependency, and the Ohio 
Children’s Trust Fund’s Southwest 
Regional Prevention Council. “The 
ability to do more to assist with 
non-legal but essential issues is so 
important.” 

Rural Statistics

Source: Journal of Women's Health

40
Average number of miles for 

women living in rural or isolated 
areas to reach the nearest domestic 

abuse shelter. 

Rural women are also nearly twice 
as likely to be turned away from 

services because of the insufficient 
number of programs and inade-

quate staffing of community-based 
health programs. 
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Promoting Advocacy through Partnerships
The breadth of services offered by SEOLS provides us with many opportunities to partner with other organizations to 
do more to help clients. Working with other agencies allows us to add or streamline services, reach more people, and 
offer innovative solutions to legal problems. 

“Since civil legal problems can impact so many areas of clients’ lives, we look for organizations that can help us 
provide holistic solutions,” said Advocacy Director Kristen Lewis. “We’re grateful for partners and funders who work 
with us to do more to address the barriers that keep Ohioans in poverty.”

Concerned by the number of 
divorces getting dismissed 
because filers who were 

representing themselves were 
missing key pieces of the case, a 
former Belmont County Common 
Pleas court magistrate asked 
SEOLS for help. The Steubenville 
office responded by providing 
time at its monthly legal clinic 
to assist people who represent 
themselves—called pro se filers—
ahead of their hearings. The help 
offered at the SEOLS clinic made 
such a difference that the court 
now requires pro se litigants 
filing for divorce to attend a 
clinic ahead of their hearing, said 

current Magistrate Amy Busic. 

The preparation that occurs at the 
clinic is so valuable, Busic said. 
SEOLS helps people get their 
paperwork in order so the court 
can act on their request, which in 
turn eliminates delays that can 
cost filers time and money that 
they don’t have, she said. “It has 
made a huge difference. Usually, 
they can come in once and have 
their case resolved. People also 
know what to expect. It’s less 
overwhelming.” 

Clients appreciate the service 
because having a case dismissed 
due to paperwork issues is 

frustrating and usually means 
they must pay to refile it and 
come back to court another day, 
said Steubenville Managing 
Attorney Pam Bolton. “This 
partnership with the court 
has made the process more 
efficient for clients and gives us 
an opportunity to screen folks 
to see if SEOLS can help with 
other issues. It’s been incredibly 
positive for the community.” 

Belmont County Clinic Helps Pro Se Filers 
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When attorneys noticed an 
increase in third-party 
organizations buying 

tax liens in rural counties, they 
found a way to connect at-risk 
property owners with resources. 
These companies often charge high 
interest rates and assess big fees and 
regularly file foreclosure actions. 

Senior Attorney Charles Cohara 
contacted several county treasurer 
offices and local community action 
agencies to develop a process to help 
residents apply for Save the Dream 
Ohio funds to pay their back taxes. 
To date, the project has helped rural 
counties collect more than $1.5 
million in owed taxes. 

“We’re talking about counties where 

the median income is around 
$22,000. There isn’t much money 
flowing around here,” said Cohara, 
who works in the Athens office. 
“Historically, for people living in 
rural Ohio, the land is their wealth. 
It is their identity. Helping families 
preserve their land or a home 
that has been in their families for 
decades is so important.” 

Samantha Burns spent months 
trying to work with the third-party 
debt buyer that purchased her 
Washington County lien before 
finally calling SEOLS. “They kept 
brushing me off. I sent email after 
email after email,” she recalled. “I 
had no clue that there were funds 
available until Charles told me. It 
was great to have his help.” 

Another exciting thing about 
the project is that it provided an 
opportunity for SEOLS to work with 
county auditors and treasurers to 
achieve a common goal: keeping 
families housed and directing 
needed funds to government. 
“In almost every foreclosure case, 
the treasurer is an opposing party 
because they have an interest 
in collecting the taxes,” he said. 
“But with these cases, we’re on 
the same side. The county wants 
to get paid so it can continue to 
fund services, and we want to help 
our clients keep their homes and 
their land. I’m hopeful that we will 
continue to collaborate even after 
the Save the Dream Ohio funding 
is gone.” 

Project Connects Rural Homeowners to Funding for Tax Liens 

It would have been bad if SEOLS hadn’t helped me, I 
don’t know where I would live if I had lost my home.

— Samantha Burns, who received Save the Dream Ohio funds to pay off her tax arrearage.
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A lack of funding, outdated 
school buildings, and 
fewer special education 

teachers can make it more difficult 
for children with special needs 
living in rural areas to get needed 
accommodations. Thanks to 
funding through the Licking 
County Foundation, attorneys in 
our Newark office can represent 
children when their school district 
is not meeting their needs. 

“Parents living in smaller rural 
communities can find it challenging 
to work with their local schools 
to ensure that their kids get the 
accommodations they require,” said 
Newark Managing Attorney William 
Canterberry. “This grant allows us 
to help those families and set their 
children up for success at school.” 

The grant allowed SEOLS to help the 
following students*: 

Jessie, a sixth-grader whose father 
was struggling to enroll her in 
school. Because the family was facing 
eviction, he could not provide proof 
of residency. Staff Attorney Hannah 

Wagner contacted the district's 
staff member who handles 
issues for students experiencing 
homelessness. Due to Wagner’s 
intervention, the student, who 
has an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) to address a learning 
disability, was enrolled in a timely 
manner. 

Theo, a seventh-grade boy 
facing disciplinary problems. The 
student, who was diagnosed with 
cancer as an infant and who had 
been in remission for six years, 
experienced many ongoing issues 
related to the diagnosis. He has 
difficulty with memory, fine motor 
and social skills, speech, reading, 
and paying attention. The school 
expelled him for coming to 
school with a pocketknife that he 
forgot was in his pocket. Wagner 
attended the expulsion hearing 
and negotiated an abeyance, 
which allowed him to return to 
school the next day as long as it 
did not happen again. To prevent 
another incident, his mom agreed 
to check his pockets each morning 

and allowed the school to check his 
bag when he arrived. 

Alex, an 11-year-old transgender 
student whose school district 
was not following his IEP related 
to developmental delays, eye 
problems, and anxiety. His mother 
contacted SEOLS seeking help 
adding more accommodations 
to the existing IEP. Wagner 
attended an IEP meeting, and 
the school agreed to add several 
accommodations, including 
allowing the student to use the 
boys' bathroom, adding another 
closed-circuit television so that 
this accommodation was available 
in each of his classrooms, and 
providing homework with less 
information on each page so his 
eyes could better focus on the 
words. 

* Names changed to protect the 
privacy of the clients. 

Licking County Grant Funds Education Work 
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY MORITZ COLLEGE OF LAW 
presented Executive Director Kathleen McGarvey with The 
George V. Voinovich Humanitarian Award in recognition of 
her work on behalf of low-income Ohioans. The award is given 
annually to an alum or friend of the college who has devoted 
significant time and energy to causes and projects that benefit 
the greater community and the welfare of humanity. 

 

UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE ACTION NETWORK honored 
Kathleen McGarvey as an Outstanding Leader for Health Care 
during the agency’s Lend Your Voice – Health Care for All event. 
McGarvey was selected because of her commitment and tireless 
work to keep Ohioans healthy and to protect and provide equity 
and access to affordable, quality health care for everyone, 
particularly those who are marginalized. 

Awards
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2022 Revenue

2022 Expenses

$7,180,000

$7,640,000

Grants

Contributions

Investment Income

Other

Legal Program

General & Administrative

Fundraising

93.6%

2.0%

-7.1%

11.5%

100.0%

89.4%

9.0%

1.6%

100.0%

(-7.1%)
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Muna Abdallah
Yazan Abdolkarim
Judge Peter Abele
Salwa Aberra
James Abrams
Chris Acock
Brandon Adkins
Colin Adler
Kriti Agrawal
Conner Ahler
Irfan Ali Shah Akhundzada
Nicole Albini
Becca Alexander
Daleelah Ali
Carlee Allen
Manar Alrhub
Robert Ambrose
Doug Anderson
Sandra Anderson
Legend Andoh
Olivia Andresen
Madeline Anich
Sophia Anthony
Maribel Antunez-Uriostegui
Betty Appell
Jocelyn Armstrong
Vanessa Armstrong
Mary Asbury
Angela Atamas
Martin Baba
Sara Babich
Larry Babich
Ted Babich

Josh Badzik
Caroline Baker
Herbert William Baker Jr.
Erin Ball
Kayli Bardy
Chelcie Barnett
Abigail Barr
Katherine Bauman
Jacqueline Baumann
Howard Baumwell
Alysha Beard
Micaela Beatham-Garcia
Ryan Bednarczuk
Thomas Bedway
Riley Beeson
Christopher Begin
Melonia Bennett
James Berendsen
Katherine Berger
Robert Bergman
Jordan Bernas
Thomas Berry
Ian Betts
Gordon Bevens
David Bhaerman
John Biancamano
Henry Bierman
Isaac Blaine
David S Bloomfield
Sally Bloomfield
Christopher Bonine
Eric Boomershine
Brandon Borgmann

Amy Bostic
Hannah Botkin-Doty
Andrea Bowers
Heidi Bowles
Carolyn Boyce
Emma Boyer
Judge Susan Boyer
Robin A. Bozian
Joshua Bradford
Michele Bradley
Judge David Branstool
Kelly Bratton
Katy Brewer
Lily Brickman
Mark Brimberry
Maya Broady
Blaine Brockman
Patrick Brogan
Isabel Brooke
Stacy Brooks
Ruby Brown
Aaron M. Bruggeman
Stephen Buchenroth
Rob Burda
Jim Burns
Jenna Butler
Ashlee Buxton
Georgia Byers
Jennifer CaJacob
Judge John Campbell
John Cannizzaro
Robin Canowitz
Grant Carey

Sandra Carrillo
Nyah Carruthers
Carolyn Carter
Cassandra Casto
Christal Caudill
Sophia Chang
Shirley Chapman
Sarah Charlton
Eric Cheng
Stephanie Chmiel
Lisa Marie Christensen
Vicky Christiansen
Kiara Cirincione
Jack Clark
Kevin Clark
Shelli Clark
Alexis Cline
Tiffany Strelow Cobb
Madelyn Cobb
Joseph Colburn
Alexis Collins
MacKenzie Smith Compton
Shannon Conroy
Elizabeth Cooke
Magistrate Joseph Corabi
Ellen Cordar
Peggy W. Corn
Jasmine Corrie
Mellicent Costarella
Anna Cotter
Jim Coutinho
Michael Cox
Sydney Crawford

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of our donor list. If you have any updates, please 
contact Development Director Melissa Linville at mlinville@oslsa.org.

Thanks to the following people and organizations for providing their time, talent, and treasure to SEOLS. We appreciate every person 
who made time in their busy schedules to assist our clients and/or who graciously included us in their giving plan to support our 

mission of pursuing justice and changing lives. Your gifts increase our ability to provide life-changing legal aid to clients.
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Megan Creamens
Marjorie Crowder
Carolyn Cruise
Mary Elizabeth Csarny
Jenna Culman
Bridget Cunningham
Margie Cunningham
Inamarie Curtis
Katherine Cuscaden
Don Alan Dal Ponte
Allison Dang
Ric Daniell
Randi Daniels
Marc Dann
Caitlin Dansack
Jack D’Aurora
Maureen David
Sonia Dejesus
Solene Delahaye
Vedika Desai
Patrick Devine
Kelsie Dews
Ryan Deyoung
Yajat Dhawan
Debera Diggs
Haley Dominique
Katelyn Donaldson
Jessica Doogan
Monica Dorman
James Douglas
Jane Dreher
Clare Driscoll
Diana E. Dudgeon
Kevin Duffy
Debra Dunkerley
Sunny Duvall
Alexis Eberlein
Carly Edelstein
Saraa ElAssir
Leonard Eliason

Kyla Ellery
Karen Elliott
Bob Ellis
Kyle Erdeljac
Halle Farber
Jane Federer
Joseph Ferreira
Beth Ferrier
Linda Fiely
Judith Fisher
Helen Fite
James Flaherty
Brian Flick
Samuel “Ben” Fogle
Rose Marie Fox
Katherine Frait
Veronica France
Kay Frazier
Rita Fuchsman
Anna Fullerton
Shelby Gallagher
Christopher Gallutia
Madison Garber
Henrique Geigel
Debbie Geldis
Dan Gerken
Elle Gerwig
Jon Getson
Victoria Giller
Kyle Gilliam
Chelsea Gilmore
Karen Gilmore
Christine Goellner
Kenneth Robert Goldberg
Drew Golub
Paul Gonciulea
Bianca Graham
Kate Graham
Robert Patrick Graham
Katharine Granger

Cydney Granger
Michael Green
Nick Robert Grilli
Susan Grom
David Guerrieri
Joey Guilkey
Ali Ahmad Habibi
Olivia Haimerl
Renier Halter-Rainey
Christina Hambleton
Karen Hamilton
George Hamm
John Hance, IV
Stephanie Renee Hanna
Ann Hansen
Elaine Hanson
Madison Hardman
Jolie Harmon
Sadie Harns
William Harsha
Kate Harshman
Linda Hasseman
Connor Hayes
Brian Hazel
Brian Henderson
Andrew Eric Henricks
Kara Herrnstein
Claire Hickman
Shaquille Hildreth
Wayne Hiles
Rebecca Hill
Jesse Hittle
Richard Daniel Hixson
Annette Hoelzer
Bradley Hoffman
Carly Hoffman
Elden James Hopple
Mohammud Hotak
Elizabeth Howard
Julie Howard



D o n o r s  &  Vo l u n t e e r sSEOLS 2022 Annual Report Page 21

Lucas Allen Howard
Sarah Howard
Tzu-Chiang Huang
Ken Huang
Margaret Huck
Sarah Huffman
Samuel Huffman
Amira Hummer
Lauren Hunsinger
A. Robert Hutchins
Xavier Hymel
Veronica Iglesias
Brian Inacay
Athena Inembolidis
Maria Ingaramo
Michael Isakoff
Nickole Iula
Parker Jacobs
Greg Jacomet
Susan Jagers
Stacey Lynn James
Nathaniel Jerry
Diana Jia
Robert Johns
Robert Michael Johnson
Ronald Johnson
Kyle Johnson
Antonia Johnson
Roger Johnson
Aaron Jones
Leigh Joyce
Lija Kaleps-Clark
Tami Kamin Meyer
Rahul Kapoor
Grace Elizabeth Karabinus
Jerry Kasai
Caryn Kaufman
Kathryn Keller
Lorene Kelley
Brian William Kelso

John Kennedy
Theodore Khabiri
Mariam Khan
Bidya Kharel
Marie-Jöelle Khouzam
Hayley Kick
Jackson Killilea
Laura King
Tami H Kirby
Edward R Kirk
Allan and Talesha Kisner
Jeff Knapp
Jeff Knight
Millie Kochman-Sahbalino
Eleni Kokales
Julia Konieczny
John Kopff
Angela Koumas
David Kramer
Martin (Sam) Krauss
Jean Krum
Valeriya Kryvokolinska
Kathryn Kushnir
Sophia Kusner
Humphrey Kweminyi
Kemmily Kwok
Stephan Laboy
Sheree Lamendola
Christopher Landwehr
Christopher Lardiere
Sherri Lazear
Jane Lee
Alyson Letsky
Kayley Lew
Amber Lewis
Rebecca Lewis
Kristen Lewis
Joanne Limbach
Shing Lin
Antonio Linek

In the area I’m from, 
nobody hesitates to help 
their neighbor. One way 
I try to continue that 
tradition is through 
volunteering with legal 
aid. Particularly in civil 
legal cases, which can be 
extremely daunting when 
faced by those who cannot 
afford an attorney, having 
someone sit and listen 
to their concerns and 
provide guidance on next 
steps can make a world of 
difference.”

— Maggie Huck, SEOLS pro bono attorney
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Melissa Linville
Rachel Lipford
Haley Loheit
Astrid Long-Kellough
Rebecca Lookabaugh
Rachel Lorenz Bakke
Latashia Love
Farid Ludin
Treasur Luikart
Michelle Lutz
Steve MacGuidwin
Flannery Mack
Pamela N. Maggied
Gabrielle Maginn
Peter Mamula
Katherine Manghillis
Laura Sue Mann
Rebecca Marcus-Nicholls
Breeanna Marion
Emily Marmer
Jonathan Marshall
William C. and Agnes I. Martin
Andrew Marvin
Jane Higgins Marx
Gregg and Carol Marx
Joseph V Maskovyak
Anna Mae Mason
Minaicis Mata
Julianna Mathiellis
Nicole Mattingly
Andrew McBride
Greg J. McCleery
Kieran McCleese
Robert Glenn McClelland
Hannah McCollough
Susan J McDonald
David McFarlan
Kay McFarlan
Susan McGarvey
Kathleen McGarvey and Ed Forman

Miracle McGowan
John McHenry
Terri Lynne McKee
Jamie McKenna
Jourdyn McQueary
Lindsay Mead
Spencer Meador
Jorden Mae Meadows
Rhonda Mears
Jetta Mencer
Jane Susan Messmer
Toni Metcalf-Henry
Alyson Miles
Hannah Miller
Joseph Miller
Candace Milner
Shenia Miracle
Kailash Mishra
Evan Mitelman
Jeanette Martie Moll
Caitlyn Moloney
Judith Monseur
Karina Montoya
Philip Moots
Gwendolyn Moran
Robert Morris
David Edward Mortimer
Judith D. Moss
Liz Mote
Dennis Muchnicki
Kori Mulligan
Thomas Mulvey
Brittany Munn
Chris Murphy
Hannah Murphy
Jonathan Murphy
Stanley Myers
Shealla Myers
Laura Myers
Joseph Nader

When I work as a Guardian 
Ad Litem for children, I see 
my parents when they were 
young—longing for someone 
to be their voice, to be their 
positive change. When I 
work with the elderly, I see 
my parents as they might 
have been today, longing 
for someone to acknowledge 
that they are important and 
worthy of protection and 
autonomy. When I work with 
the indigent, I see us all.”

— Sue Dostal, SEOLS pro bono attorney
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Raenell Nagel
Matt Navarre
Luna Navarrette
Rafael Navarrette
Nitya Nekkanti
Nikki Neudecker
Brendan Newcomb
Frederique Ngaka
Lula Nickole
Christopher Nolan
Lisa Norris
Josh North
Madeline Norton
Jake Novack
Lori Nugen
Judge Michael Nunner
Lindsay Oak
Julianna Oex-Martinex
Norman Ogilvie
Bobbie O’Keefe
Jonathan Olivito
Vivian Opelt
Sharon Orbaker
Dinu O’Reilly
Kara Osborne
Jody M. Oster
Joseph Oteng
Dierdre Owens
Thomas Wyatt Palmer
Sophia Palumbo
Anthony Pardo
Donna Parisi
James W Park
Richard Parsons
Stephanie Pestello Sharf
Colin Peters
Eva (Elliot) Ping
Sandra E Pinkerton
Tim Pivetz
Bill Pohlman

Jennifer Polito
Teshia Polley
Sarah Diane Pollyea
Tanushri Ponneri Anand
Ananya Potlapali
Derek Potts
Jason Price
Clement Pyles
Callie Query
Michaella Radich
Tom Rall
Larsa Ramsini
Peyton Readler
Lydia Reback
Mika Redinger
Ron Rees
Justin Rehklau
Lisa Reisz
Lisa and Scott Reisz
Michael Renne
Miranda Rentsch
Allan Reta
Rodney Reuscher
Sophie Rice-Williams
Kenneth Richards
Rachel Richardson
Carol Anne Rieger-Taylor
Nathan Rodrigues
Elizabeth Roka
Katherine Ross
Meredith Rowley
Anne Rubin
Lucas Ruffing
Terry J Rugg
Sonam Rustagi
Sajida Saafi
Kristin Sabgir
Loni Sammons
Sarah Sanchez
Maria Sanchez-Boedo

Melissa Santiago
Margaret Sarle
Fred Scharf
Teresa Scharf
Heath Schintler
Taylor Schneider
Steve Powell Schnittke
Christine M Scott
Noah Seabrook
Todd Seaman
James Seguin
Margaret Seikel
Sue Selegean-Dostal
Angela Selimi
Tad Semons
Connor Semple
Colleen Mary Settineri
Kaylin Shackelford
Kira Sharp
Sydney Sheerin
Nadine Sheikh
Nasrein Sheikhyusuf
Brenda Sherrell
Grant Shoub
Daniel Shuey
Grace Shults
Shelbi Shultz
Inna Simakovsky
Helen Mae Simpson
Zach Simpson
Linnea Sippola
Rebecca Laura Skeeles
John and Martha Skilliter
Donald Slowik
Linda L Smith
Rina Smith
Gregory Smith
Jane Snider
Meredith A Snyder
Judge John and Kathleen Solovan
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Jed Sonstroem
Beatrice Sowald
Geoffrey Spall
Mark Alan Stach
Stephen Stafford
Kellie Stanley
Melody Steely
David Stein
Nathan Steinberg
John Stevenson
Dan Stohs
Alysha Stone
Meghan Strader
Angela Sutton
Haley Tandy
Sarah Tanner
Emily Strang Tarbert
Kaila Taylor
William Taylor
Myron Terlecky
Katherine Tessman
Andre Tirado
Adam Tirpack
Melanie Tobias
Jessica Tom
Thomas Tompkins
Madison Troyer
Sheryl Trzaska
Tim Tucker
Gabe Tucker
Nina Vaccaro
Manal Vakil
Anne Valentine
Kevin Van Horn
Nicole VanVoorhis
Marissa Varcho
Anna Venis
Angel Vergona
Jamie Vieson
Tracy Virgin

Cynthia Vivekanandam
Anne Vogel
Jesse Vogel
Angela Vohsing
Jillian Brianna Von Gunten
Jerod Wade
Taylor Wade
Colin Wagner
Makyla Walker
Jenna Walker
Christine Walkup
Abigail Wallace
Tom Elmer Walser
Judge Michael and Barbara Ward
Keesha Warmsby
Nicholas Warner
David Charles Washbush
Kristin Watson
Marianne Watson
Madison Waugh
John Wead
Valerie Webb
Thomas Webster
Thomas Weeks and Elizabeth Copley
Benjamin Witten Whitacre
Ashley White
Emily White
Rolf Whitney
Stephen Whitney
Valerie Kay Wiggins
Thomas Wike
Melissa Will
Christopher Williams
Brady Wilson
Leigh Ann Wilson
Kaylee Wilson
Justin Wise
Xavier Wisniewski
Gayla Wolcott
Don Edward Wolery

Matt Wolfe
Barry Howard Wolinetz
Milena Wood
Angela Writesel
Mindy Yocum
Tricia Young
Kiera Zacher
Andrew Zamensky
Mark Zanghi
Crystal Zellar
Matthew Zofchak
 
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers OH Chapter 
Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc. 
Area Agency on Aging Region 9, Inc. 
Buckeye Hills Regional Council: Aging & Disability 
CareSource 
Central Ohio Area Agency on Aging 
City of Lancaster 
City of Newark 
Coshocton County Department of Job and Family Services 
Equal Justice Works 
Fairfield County 
First Financial Bank 
IRS (Low Income Taxpayer Clinic) 
Legal Services Corporation 
Licking County Coalition for Housing 
Licking County Foundation 
Lutheran Social Services 
Muskingum Valley Health Centers 
Ohio Access to Justice Foundation 
Ohio Attorney General’s Office 
Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Aging, Inc. 
Ohio Federation of Health Equity 
Ohio Housing Finance Agency 
Ohio State Bar Association 
The Schwallie Foundation 
US Department of Housing and Urban Development 
US Department of Justice 
US District Court for the Southern District of Ohio 



Designed by Alan Jazack, the JUSTICE mural honors some of Ohio’s social justice legends.  
It is located at Washington Gladden Social Justice Park in Columbus.



Follow us on social media

Visit us online
seols.org

Support our work with a donation


