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AWARD WINNERS

Robin Bozian was presented the Croucher Family Award for Leadership by the Ohio 
Domestic Violence Network in October. Bozian, who serves as project managing 
attorney in the Athens SEOLS office, was recognized at the Ohio Statehouse for her 
strong leadership in creating a positive change for domestic violence survivors and 
raising awareness about how others can get involved to help those in need.

Lauren Weller received the Ohio State Bar Foundation District 8 Community Service 
Award for Attorneys 40 & Under in September. Each year, OSBF awards the Community 
Service Award for Attorneys 40 & Under to deserving attorneys who are serving their 
communities in unique and inspiring ways. Weller is a senior staff attorney in the 
Portsmouth SEOLS office and Team Leader of the SEOLS Family Law Team.

Judge Dean Wilson of Perry County Municipal Court and Judge Luann Cooperrider of the Perry County 
Probate/Juvenile Court received the 2018 Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation Presidential Award for Pro 
Bono Service. The award recognizes outstanding efforts in improving access to justice through pro bono or 
volunteer service. In 2008, Judge Cooperrider and Judge Wilson established the Perry County Free Legal Clinic 
in collaboration with SEOLS. The clinic helps shrink the access to justice gap in Perry County by increasing 
access to legal help. From left to right: David Kutik, Immediate Past President, Ohio Legal Assistance 
Foundation (OLAF) Board; Judge Dean Wilson, Perry County Municipal Court; Melissa Will, SEOLS attorney; 
Judge Luann Cooperrider, Perry County Probate/Juvenile Court; Thomas W. Weeks, OSLSA Executive Director 
and Angela Lloyd, Executive Director, OLAF.
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Cover photo: Tami Ty and her partner, John Ginosa, are raising her 
grandchildren, Jaylin (far left) and Summer (far right). They received 
assistance from OSLSA through one of our Kinship Care partners.



Pursuing Justice: Inside and 
Outside the Courtroom 

After year-long conversations with 
community leaders, clients, and 
staff, the OSLSA Board of Trustees 
adopted a new mission statement: 
“to provide civil legal aid and 
advocacy to combat unfairness and 
injustice and to help people rise out 
of poverty.”

To make this mission reality, SEOLS 
will advocate for the rights of our 
clients inside and outside the 
courtroom. The work highlighted in 
this report, chosen from the many 
avenues our advocates are pursuing, 
illustrates those efforts.

Our attorneys are working in 
Southeastern Ohio communities to 
bring the voices and ideas of clients 
and community leaders together 
to address issues that hinder the 
economic and social well-being of 
the families we serve. Substance 
abuse is a major barrier to progress 
in our communities. SEOLS’ 
response to the crisis is featured in 
this report. 

With support from courts, law 
enforcement and the social service 
network across the region, SEOLS 
applied for and received a grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Justice for the Appalachian Victim 

Assistance and Prevention Project.  
SEOLS received the maximum grant 
award–$750,000–and was one of 
only four legal aid organizations 
nationwide to receive funding 
through this initiative. SEOLS will 
convene community partners in 17 
counties to identify and address 
gaps in services to children and 
youth victimized by crime as a 
result of the opioid epidemic. The 
collaboration will build on existing 
projects and programs and create 
new community strategies to 
provide services.

To ensure fairness and justice, 
policymakers need to hear the 
voices of the people most affected 
by their decisions. This report 
highlights SEOLS’ Rural Community 
Stabilization Project and its goal 
to empower low-income families 
to effectively voice their needs and 
ideas to community leaders, the 
justice system, and legislatures. 

George H. Bush once said, 
“Education is the key to opportunity. 
It’s a ticket out of poverty.” In 
2018, SEOLS stepped up efforts 
to keep kids in school. SEOLS' 
education cases increased by 
23 percent. SEOLS created the 
“Ohio Education Equity Project,” 
to address the disproportionate 
number of low-income, minority, 
and disabled children who were 
being removed from schools and 
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not getting the education promised 
by federal law. Many studies 
show that students with repeated 
suspensions and expulsions are 
more likely to experience the 
criminal justice system, decreased 
job opportunities, and poverty. 

SEOLS can often prevent 
homelessness; however, many 
families facing homelessness do not 
realize a legal aid lawyer can help. 
In Knox County, SEOLS is working 
with other organizations to educate 
families about legal help. We are 
connecting families to financial 
resources and supportive services 
and identifying and raising legal 
defenses against eviction.   

In addition to fundamental legal 
representation, we are empowering 
people through education and 
access to justice to overcome 
poverty. Our bankruptcy and 
bankruptcy bypass programs 
protect seniors and others 
from creditor harassment and 
improve income and employment 
opportunities by protecting wages 
and restoring driving privileges. 

There is more being done than 
can fit into an annual report and 
there is much more that will be 
done through partnerships and 
involvement with community 
organizations and agencies.  If 
you would like to discuss issues in 
your community and share ideas 
for making life better, we would 
love to hear from you. Just contact 
the SEOLS office serving your 
community. 

Thomas J. Bonasera
OSLSA Board President

Thomas W. Weeks
OSLSA Executive Director

James M. Daniels
SEOLS Director

Jim Daniels, Director, Southeastern Ohio Legal Services, Thomas J. Bonasera, 
President, Board of Directors, Ohio State Legal Services Association and  
Thomas W. Weeks, Executive Director, Ohio State Legal Services Association.



Thomas W. Weeks (Right) & Molly Crabtree 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Thomas Bonasera, Esq. 
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
Franklin County

Vice President 
Helen Jackson  
Community representative  
Appointed by Six County, Inc.
Muskingum County

Treasurer 
Rita Fuchsman, Esq.
Rita S. Fuchsman Co. LPA
Ross County
 
Sandra J. Anderson, Esq. 
Appointed by Ohio State Bar 
Association 
Franklin County

Kim Brashear
Community Representative 
Appointed by EVE, Inc.
Washington County

The Honorable David Branstool 
Licking County Court of Common  
Pleas

Suzannah Crowder
Community Representative 
Appointed by The Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul at St. Francis de  
Sales 
Licking County

Karen Davis
Community Representative 
Appointed by Action Ohio
Franklin County

Debera Diggs
Community Representative Appointed 
by Community Development  for All 
People 
Franklin County

Natalie Kochte
Community Representative Appointed 
by HARCATUS Tri-County CAO
Tuscarawas County

Tanya Long
Community Representative Appointed 
by Godman Guild 
Franklin County

Jonathan W. Marshall, Esq.
Jon Marshall Legal Services, LLC  
Franklin County

Rhonda Mears, Esq.
Settlers Bank, Corporate Secretary/  
Legal Counsel 
Washington County

Phil Moots, Esq.
Newhouse, Prophater, Kolman & 
Hogan 
Franklin County

Sandy Morehead
Community Representative Appointed 
by Tri-County Help Center 
Belmont County

The Honorable Edward O’Farrell
Tuscarawas County Court  
of Common Pleas

Rick Pfeiffer, Esq.
Former Columbus City Attorney  
Franklin County
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Lois Aldridge
Community Representative                        
Appointed by Community Action 
Organization of Scioto County

Lisa Pierce Reisz, Esq.
Vorys Sater Seymour & Pease  
Franklin County

The Honorable John M. Solovan II
Retired Judge
Belmont County

John Stevenson, Esq.
Law Offices of John Stevenson  
Scioto County

William Taylor, Esq.
Kincaid, Taylor & Geyer 
Muskingum County

Melanie Tobias, Esq.  
Columbus City Attorney’s Office 
Franklin County

Phyllis Violet
Community Representative 
Appointed by Ross County 
Community Action Commission

William Walker, Esq.
Walker & Walker Co., LPA
Athens County

Christopher S. Williams, Esq.  
Calfee, Halter & Griswold, LLP
Appointed by Ohio State Bar 
Association
Cuyahoga County

WITHOUT EVERYTHING THAT (ATTORNEY) NATASHA PLUMLY DID, I DON’T KNOW 
WHAT I WOULD HAVE DONE. SHE HELPED ME OBTAIN SPOUSAL SUPPORT 
FROM MY ABUSIVE X (SIC) HUSBAND. WITHOUT HER I’D HAVE NOTHING."
 
- DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SURVIVOR WHO RECEIVED ASSISTANCE OBTAINING A DIVORCE AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT

"
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5,045  
ADULTS

648  
SENIORS

3,569  
CHILDREN

PERSONS
HELPED

I WAS ABOUT TO LOSE MY 
MEDICARE BENEFITS UNTIL 
(PARALEGAL) MRS. PATRINA 
QUEEN INTERVENED ON MY 
BEHALF."
- 82-YEAR-OLD FACING A LOSS OF LONG-TERM 
CARE AND MEDICARE PREMIUM ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM BENEFITS

"

44% of households 
included children. 

CASES BY PRACTICE AREA

• Consumer/Finance 13%
• Education 4%
• Employment 2%
• Family 27%
• Health 4%
• Housing 30%
• Income Maintenance 6%
• Individual Rights 4%
• Miscellaneous 10%

9,296  
TOTAL

66  
HOMELESS

107  
IMMIGRANT

238 
VETERAN

1,320 
DISABLED

4,995 TOTAL CASES

12% of households  
had no income.

More than 2/3 of clients  
were female.

64.57% of households helped 
were at or below 100% of the 
poverty guidelines. Under the 
federal poverty guidelines, the 
annual income for a family of 
three is $21,330.

Of our 48 Fair Housing cases, 36 involved clients with a disability.

SEOLS served 791 survivors 
of domestic violence, sexual 
assault and stalking in 2018. 
Advocates assisted with a 
variety of issues, primarily 
domestic related.



SEOLS ADVOCATES FOCUS ON EMPOWERING  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS TO FIGHT POVERTY

COMMUNITY LAWYERING

For most of our clients and their families, legal 
problems are the result of poverty. A lack of job 
opportunities, training, healthcare, addiction 
treatment, affordable and decent housing, and 
education—solving these problems requires 
more than just courtroom skills. To learn 
additional skills, SEOLS invited the Sargent 
Shriver National Center on Poverty Law to train 
all its advocates on "community lawyering." 
A Rural Community Stabilization grant from 
the Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation made 
this training possible. The Center defines 
community lawyering as a "process through 
which advocates contribute their legal 
knowledge and skills to support initiatives that 
are identified by the community and enhance 
the community's power."

Under this grant, SEOLS is working to help 
low-income people identify barriers holding 
them back and ways to empower them to 
overcome and remove those obstacles. In 
addition to partnering with the Corporation for 
Appalachian Development and the National 
Community Reinvestment Coalition, we are 
connecting with leaders across our region to 
gather their shared concerns and ideas.

For example, when SEOLS learned that many 
“peer mentors” working in addiction and 
treatment centers were in jeopardy of losing 
their jobs due to a proposed change in state 
regulations, we stepped in to help. Peer 
mentors work with individuals in recovery. 
They are effective because many have first-
hand experience with addiction. Many also 
have a criminal history from that past. The 
proposed changes would have resulted in the 
loss of employment for all such individuals 
with a criminal history.

We partnered with providers and others to bring 
the problem to the attention of policymakers 
who revised the regulations’ application. SEOLS 
also stepped in to help individual peer mentors 
seal any criminal records or get a Certificate 
of Qualification for Employment (CQE) so they 
could continue their valuable work battling the 
opiate crisis that has hit Southeastern Ohio so 
hard.

In addition, under this grant SEOLS has reached 
out to low-income families living in Hocking, 
Athens, Perry, and Ross counties who participate 
in the Head Start program, which focuses on 
school readiness. We created and distributed 
a legal resources booklet to every Head Start 
family in those counties. We attended Head 
Start meetings and met with parents and staff to 
hear and better understand the problems and 
challenges these families face.

We look forward to 2019 and the fruits to be 
borne from these partnerships and efforts.
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Community Lawyering encourages legal aid attorneys 
to think of themselves as community catalysts, trusted 
advisors, and partners to create positive change.

ATTORNEY MELISSA SKILLITER WAS KIND AND UNDERSTANDING AND WENT ABOVE AND 
BEYOND TO HELP ME IN MY TIME OF NEED. SHE MADE MY PROBLEM GO AWAY.” 
LITC CLIENT WHOSE $10,000 TAX DEBT WAS SETTLED FOR $10

“



ADVOCATING FOR INDIVIDUAL NEEDS AND SYSTEMWIDE  
CHANGES TO PROMOTE SUCCESS IN THE CLASSROOM

EDUCATION EQUITY

Rick, a 10-year-old, witnessed severe domestic 
violence at home. At school, he had an 
emotional outburst in class that involved 
overturning a desk. The school district 
responded by removing Rick from school and 
sending him to an alternative school/partial-
hospitalization program where he received 
only one hour of educational services a day. 
Deeply concerned, his mother contacted 
SEOLS.

Aware of the negative impact that removal 
from school can have on children, attorney 
Lucy Schwallie had Rick evaluated for special 
education services. Finding that he qualified, 
she worked to have a comprehensive 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
developed that considered his past trauma. 
Schwallie then turned her focus to helping 
transition Rick back to his neighborhood 
school. She worked with the district to provide 
him 60 hours of tutoring over the summer to 
make up for the education he missed during 
his removal from the classroom.

Thanks to the extra tutoring and the supports 
obtained under his IEP, Rick is thriving in 
middle school. He was recently recommended 
to serve on his school’s student council.
His teacher wrote on the recommendation 
that Rick is “kind and hardworking” with a
“wonderful and positive attitude.”

Paving the way for individual students to be 
successful in school while addressing policies 
that impact low-income children as a whole is 
the focus of the nine-county Southeast Ohio 
Education Equity project, funded through an 
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation grant. The 
program looks to identify the challenges rural 
parents face when requesting needed education 
services for their children, trying to keep their 
kids from being improperly removed from 
school, and addressing bullying or harassment 
issues and then identifies and pursues systemic 
solutions to these challenges.

SEOLS was contacted by a parent of a 9-year-old 
with autism who was being restrained without 
any plan in place to address his behavior. SEOLS 
advocacy for this family resulted in districtwide 
changes that will help disabled students for 
years to come. Because of SEOLS' involvement, 
the district agreed to update its restraint and 
seclusion policies in the school’s handbook, 
which is distributed annually. Circulating this 
information will provide crucial assistance to 
families of students with disabilities about their 
rights when it comes to disciplinary interventions 
by the school district.

The grant, which covers Athens, Fairfield, 
Hocking, Meigs, Morgan, Monroe, Noble, Vinton 
and Washington counties, has enabled SEOLS to 
significantly increase the reach and visibility of 
its education practice in several ways: through 
training for parents, caregivers and educators, 
advocacy for more trauma-informed discipline 
policies, and direct representation of children at 
risk of being removed from school.

As Schwallie noted: “Keeping students in the 
classroom and on track to complete their 
education is vitally important to breaking the 
cycle of poverty in our region, and I am grateful 
to be a small part of that.”

Keeping students in school and engaged in their 
education is a goal of the Education Equity project.

"WE ARE BEYOND GRATEFUL THAT THEIR (SIC) ARE PEOPLE LIKE YOU OUT THERE WHO UNDERSTAND AND ARE SYMPATHETIC TO OUR PLIGHT AND 
GIVE US A VOICE WE WOULD NOT HAVE HAD OTHERWISE!!!!! KEEP IT GOING, YOU ARE LITERALLY CHANGING LIVES!!!!!”
- PARENT OF A CHILD WHO WAS RETURNED TO SCHOOL FOLLOWING A LONG EXPULSION
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OPIOID HUB

SEOLS HELPS LEAD COMMUNITY  
EFFORT TO FIGHT ADDICTION
When the Washington County Behavioral 
Health Board needed to bring together 
members of the community to form the 
county’s state-mandated Opioid Hub, the 
director called on SEOLS project managing 
attorney Robin Bozian and Municipal Court 
Judge Janet Welch to co-chair the effort. 
Designed to increase cooperation among 
community organizations and state agencies, 
Hubs are charged with educating young 
people about the dangers of drug use and 
promoting workforce development as a 
way to prevent opioid addiction. Bozian 
andJudge Welch quickly brought together 
law enforcement, court officials, social service 
agencies, education leaders, and other 
interested community members.  In short 
order, the Hub established committees to 
address education/prevention, treatment and 
workforce activities. The committees were 
each asked to answer three basic questions: 
Who else should be invited to join the effort? 
What services and efforts are currently in 
place?  What services and efforts should our 
community have?

In less than a year, the Education/Prevention 
Committee brought together all of the school 
districts as well as preschool and after-
school programs to coordinate and expand 
evidence-based programming on prevention 
and decision-making. The committee also 
coordinated with the local hospital to provide 
one-on-one outreach services to all new 
parents and created a simple bookmark to 
educate the community on the availability of 
all types of treatment regardless of income or 
insurance coverage. It will also be facilitating 
the opening of a Community Resource Center 
that will offer services ranging from a message 
center for people without a permanent 
address to referrals and resources for 
addiction-related issues. 

The Workforce Committee is exploring 
expanded training funds and is planning 
a meeting with local private employers 
to develop job opportunities for those in 
recovery.

Bozian has played an important role in the 
Hub by keeping the process moving forward, 
apprising the committees of one another’s work 
and sharing educational materials.  She helped 
establish the Community Resource Center by 
forging a collaboration with the local Homeless 
Committee, the Retired and Senior Volunteer 
Program and L&P services (local treatment 
provider) to operate the center.

Members of the Hub and Washington County 
officials are pleased with the progress. The Hub, 
thanks to Bozian’s “expertise and wisdom,” 
has moved quickly and effectively to address 
the drug epidemic in the region, said David 
Browne, Executive Director of the Washington 
County Behavioral Health Board. “Robin has 
kept everyone on task and has prevented the 
inertia that often overtakes a group like this,” he 
said. “The Hub was started approximately one 
year ago, and there are more people involved 
now than before. With Robin Bozian helping to 
lead the charge, people want to get involved 
in the group. All kinds of people, from all walks 
of life, from all socio-economic backgrounds, 
are volunteering to work together under Robin 
Bozian's leadership.”

SEOLS anticipates that Bozian’s contributions 
to the Hub can be replicated in our other service 
areas as our attorneys work to address the opioid 
crisis and other community problems. As we 
embrace the concept of community lawyering, 
we expect many opportunities to join forces 
with clients and community partners to identify 
problems and develop solutions.

SEOLS attorney Robin Bozian and Judge Janet Welch 
co-chair the Washington County Opioid Hub.
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"I DON’T KNOW WHAT I WOULD HAVE DONE WITHOUT YOUR HELP. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH."
- AN 80-YEAR-OLD WOMAN WHO RECEIVED AN ERRONEOUS CREDIT CARD BILL FOR MORE THAN $5,000
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SEOLS WORKS WITH COMMUNITY PARTNERS  
TO HELP STABILIZE FAMILIES

PREVENTING HOMELESSNESS

Homelessness has many causes and is often 
about more than a lack of housing. SEOLS can 
help with many of the contributing issues such 
as bad credit, a non-violent criminal record 
and domestic violence.

Through a United Way of Knox County 
grant that began in 2016, the Newark office 
assists people who are homeless or facing 
homelessness. In 2018, SEOLS helped 209 
children, seniors, and adults. Without the 
grant, many of these families and individuals 
would not have been helped.

As part of the 2018 funding, SEOLS began a 
program with volunteer students from Kenyon 
College. The program gives students hands-
on experience with the legal issues faced 
by people who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. Students meet with people at 
The Winter Sanctuary Emergency Homeless 
Shelter and at Interchurch Social Services 
of Knox County. These are sister programs 
funded by United Way grants that allow us to 
use their space to serve clients.

One such family faced eviction for non-
payment of rent.  The father had recently been 
diagnosed with brain cancer. His son also was 
fighting cancer.  The family had paid part of the 
month’s rent.  The landlord took their money, 
but then filed a complaint to evict them, so 
the family turned to SEOLS for help. SEOLS 
contacted the landlord’s attorney. A settlement 
was reached that resulted in the eviction being 

dismissed. Instead of a possible downward spiral 
into homelessness, the family was able to remain 
in their home and focus on helping father and 
son fight cancer.

Another example is “Sue” who came to SEOLS 
for help with a divorce from an abusive husband.  
In addition to helping her with the divorce, an 
attorney performed a “legal check-up" on her.  A 
legal check-up is a review to see if clients have 
other issues that might increase their risk of 
becoming homeless. Such problems include 
a lack of income for necessities like food and 
health care. The review revealed that Sue was 
not receiving the appropriate amount of food 
stamps. The Department of Job and Family 
Services was improperly including her abusive 
husband’s income in their calculations even 
though the two were separated. SEOLS helped 
Sue get her abuser out of her life and her food 
stamps increased.

The impact of this grant continues to grow and 
expand.  In 2018, working with the Knox County 
Bar Association and the local Municipal Court, 
language was added to the eviction summons 
to let families know they may be able to get help 
from SEOLS and how to contact the office. As 
a result, more families who are facing eviction 
and at risk of becoming homeless are seeking 
our help. SEOLS looks forward to continuing its 
efforts to reduce homelessness and to working 
with community partners to serve this at-risk 
population under their 2019 United Way  
of Knox County grant.

Pictured from left to right, Joe Springer, 
Advocate/Operations Manager of The 
Winter Sanctuary Emergency Homeless 
Shelter, SEOLS Attorney Natasha Plumly 
and Joy Harris, Director of Interchurch 
Social Services of Knox County. 
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BANKRUPTCY BYPASS PROGRAM

CRACKING DOWN ON CREDITOR HARASSMENT

 
Best friends 69-year-old “Betty” and 73-year-old 
“Shirley” do everything together—even sharing 
an appointment at SEOLS together to have wills 
prepared. During their interview, it became 
clear that both were struggling with debt and 
harassment from creditors. Both had considered 
filing bankruptcy but were encouraged when 
they learned they did not need a bankruptcy to 
stop the harassment. After they discussed their 
options with each other, they both participated 
in the Bankruptcy Bypass Program. As a result 
of SEOLS' involvement, both reported that 
the phone calls and collection letters have 
dramatically decreased. 

Amid news stories about increased bankruptcy 
filings for seniors, SEOLS is offering a different 
approach to ending creditor harassment of 
vulnerable individuals, many who fear being 
jailed if they do not pay. Bankruptcy is not 
always the best option. The Bankruptcy Bypass 
Program helps stop creditor harassment 
by utilizing volunteers to draft letters to the 
creditors of seniors and other low-income 
families emphasizing that their low income 
and few assets are protected by law and that 
any collection efforts would be fruitless. If the 
harassment continues, there is follow up to 
see if there are any violations of the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act.

SEOLS Bypass Stats: 
Clients served: 54
Letters sent: 352

Impact on Clients

Client feedback is that the program has 
stopped or greatly reduced creditor 
harassment. 

A disabled woman living with her elderly 
mother called to say: “We were borrowing 
from cash advance places to make ends 
meet and made a big mess. [The Bankruptcy 
Bypass Program] gave us our life back. 
I am so thankful for this wonderful Bypass 
Program…”

 A 72-year-old lady living in poverty: “[The 
Bankruptcy Bypass Program] gave me some 
peace of mind and calmness in my troubled 
heart and soul.”

A 90-year old veteran: “Thank God people in 
my condition have someone like your group 
for support and help.”

In addition to the services provided by the Bankruptcy Bypass 
Program. SEOLS helped 49 clients file for bankruptcy relief in 
2018. Eleven of those cases were filed by Pro Bono Attorneys who 
volunteered their time to help get these clients get back on their feet.

While the bypass program is a good solution for many noncollectable 
clients, bankruptcy is a better solution when someone is facing 
emergency circumstances. We are able to file bankruptcy to assist 
clients with saving their homes, protecting wages and restoring 
utilities and driving privileges.
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FINANCIALS

DECEMBER 31, 2018
Cash and Cash Equivalents $59,831 

Investments $3,273,813 

Accounts and Grants Receivable $436,390 

PrePaid Expenses $80,381 

Property and Equipment Net $557,295 

$4,407,710 

Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities $499,273 

Accrued Payroll and Related Liabilities $263,102 

Other Liabilities $30,883 

$793,258 

STATEMENT OF  
FINANCIAL POSITION 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Net Assets with Donor Restrictions $273,833 

Net Assets without Donor Restrictions $3,340,619 

Total Net Assets $3,614,452 

Total Liabilities and net assets $4,407,710 

NET ASSETS

EXPENSES
Salaries and Benefits $4,447,385 

Donated Legal Services $86,721 

Professional Fees $798,180

Occupancy $190,935

Telephone-Communications $91,089 

Office Supplies $96,788 

Equipment $765

Insurance $14,310

Travel and Training $166,901 

Dues $27,019 

Library $42,576

Other Expense $40,001 

Depreciation $53,063

Total Expenses $6,055,733 

Increase in Net Assets ($124,345) 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

DECEMBER 31, 2018
Grants and Contracts $5,466,395 

Investment Income ($20,201) 

Contributions $12,229 

Donated Legal Services and Materials $86,721 

Other Income $386,244 

$5,931,388 

SEOLS 2018 GRANT FUNDING

• OLAF $2,127,395
• Legal Services Corporation $1,864,450
• LSC - (Technology Innovation Grant) TIG $502,464
• Violence Against Women $180,102
• OLAF - Justice Fellowship Grant $165,815
• Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) $141,490
• Title III $121,900
• LITC $86,351
• HUD Fair Housing $66,000
• Muskingum Valley Health Centers MLP $56,000
• Other Grants $39,422
• United Way $33,600
• Licking County Housing Coalition  
(Supportive Services for Veterans Families) $30,000
• Licking County Foundation $25,000
• City of Newark Fair Housing $15,000
• Equal Justice Works $10,000
• SSVF Washington/Morgan Community Action $1,406

 Total $5,466,395



DONORS

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR ADVOCACY.

Peter Burke Abele
Sandra J. Anderson
Mary Asbury and Bob Newman
John Biancammano
Luther L. Blythe
Thomas Bonasera
Kim Brashear
Judge David Barnstool
Carolyn L. Carter
Elizabeth Copley
Marjorie B Crowder
Suzannah Crowder
Sarah Cummins-Sebree 
Charis Davis
Karen Davis
Debera Diggs
Lynn A. Dwyer
Judith Evelyn, Elvin and Cassandra 
Dzigiel
Judge Toni Lee Eddy
Ruth Fuchsman
Ben Gardella Technical Consulting
Doris L. Gassaway
Morgan Elias Giles
Melissa Ann Greenlee
Mary A. Grosklos
Judge William and  
Magistrate Shelly Harsha
Jerry A. Harshey

Gary and Linda Hasseman
Hite and Heath, L.L.P.
Kathryn M. Irwin
Helen Jackson
 Allan Kisner, Jr.
Jeffrey Allan Kleha
Natalie Kochte
Little & Sheets, LLP
Tonya Long
Jonathan W. Marshall
William C. Martin
Gregg and Carol Marx
Deb Mast
Kathleen McGarvey and Edward 
Forman
Rhonda Lee Mears
Patricia A. Moore
Sandy Morehead
Philip R. Moots
Eddie and Lois Nott,
Judge Edward Emmett O'Farrell
Norman John Ogilvie
Christine L. Owens
Richard and Janet Pfeiffer Jr.
Mary and E. Barry Pickett
Ronald Rees
Lisa Pierce Reisz
Charles J. Roberts
Anne Rubin
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Edward Schwallie
Judge John and Mrs. Kathleen Solovan
John R. Stevenson
Anna Stover
William Taylor
Melanie Tobias
Phyllis Violet
William Walker
Mary E. Washington
Thomas W. Weeks
Cheryl A. Weismantel
Christopher S. Williams
Steve W. Wrone
Cay York
Network for Good
Fairfield County Foundation
Health Resource Services Administration
Knox County United Way
Legal Services Corporation
Licking County Foundation
Muskingum Valley Health Center
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation
Ohio State Bar Foundation
Ross County United Way
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development
U.S. Department of Justice 

FOR TWO ELDERLY PEOPLE WITH LITTLE EDUCATION & 
NO INCOME BEYOND SOCIAL SECURITY WHO HAVE SOME 
ASSETS THRU (SIC) HARD WORK THIS SERVICE IS TRULY 
A BLESSING."
-COUPLE WHO RECEIVED HELP WITH ESTATE PLANNING

"



VOLUNTEERS

THANKS TO OUR 2018 VOLUNTEERS.

Robert Abdalla  
James Addison  
John Aebi            
Betty Appell       
Kezia Atta            
Kelsey Ayers      
Herbert Baker Jr.          
Adam Barclay 
David Barth
Jan Baughman
Dorian Baum
Brian Benbow
James Berendsen
David Bhaerman
Katie Biega
Alex Bihari
Kyle Boker
Erin Bragg
Jessica Branner 
Emily Brewer     
Carolyn Briggs
Melissa Bright    
Amyah Brown    
Allison Brugger  
Paul Bryson        
Robert Buchanan Jr.        
Adrienne Buckler
David Butz 
Barbara Caffaratti
Drew Cannon     
Jamie Cardenas
Mitchell Carnes 
Logan Carroll
Francisco Cintron
Jillian Clark Stull 
Peter Clouse
Siobhan Clovis   
Kelly Coady
Michael Connick 
Kevin Connor     
Linda Cook 
Colleen Cook

David Copenhaver
Mary Corabi-Flenniken
Daniel Corcoran 
Kathryn Cornelius-Blume
Thomas Cranston              
J. Andrew Crawford 
Carl Crow
Susan Cultice-Brown 
Drew Cunningham
Don Dal Ponte
Nathan Danish
Grace Davies
Shannon Dawes 
Christopher De La Cruz 
Joe Derkin
Bill Dever
Julie Dreher
Scott Eickelberger
Bob Ellis
Charles Elsea
Gregg Emrick
Andrew Evans
Bryan Everitt
Alisa Feng
Beth Ferrier
Lucy Filipow
Ashley Fishwick 
Nicholas Floyd
Rose Fox
Richard Fox
Monica Fox
Erika Frank
Miles Fries
Randall Galbraith
Matthew Galla
Christopher Gallutia
Amari Gamble
Joan Garaczkowski 
Alysse Giles
Morgan Giles 
Hyungmin Gill
Jason Given
Reshon Gordon
Robert Graham
Melissa Griest
Nick Grilli
Andrew Grillo
Charity  Grooms

Ben Hall                
John Halliday      
Karen Hamilton 
George Hamm   
Andrew Hanes   
Victoria Hanohano-Hong
Catherine Hatten
William Hayes    
William Haynes 
Brian Hazel         
Lee Heckman     
Grace Hoffman 
Robert Hooper  
Joshua Horacek
Giuseppe Ionno 
Stacey James     
Robert Johnson 
Ashley Johnson 
Milan Jovanovic 
Kristopher Justice
Andrew Kagen  
Mark Kaido         
Lija Kaleps-Clark               
Maria Kalis          
Becca Kanz          
Carly Kay              
Jason Kee            
Eamonn Keenon               
Brian Kelso         
Nick Kemper      
Hayley Kick         
Julia Konieczny 
James Krischak  
Skylar Ladig         
Corie Lahna        
Samantha Lamka
Suzanne Lang     
Brooke Leonard
Honglin Li             
Matthew Loesch
Ambrosia Logsdon
Michelle Lutz     
Maggie Macdonald
Alec Maginn       
Alaire Mancz      
Daniel Mann      
Michael Manning
Sonya Marshall

Gregg Marx        
Carol Marx          
Garrett Mayleben
Jeffrey McCamic
Will McChesney 
Robert McClelland
Carl McCoy         
Caitlyn McDaniel
Susan McDonald
David McFarlan 
Kay McFarlan     
Christina McGill 
Emily McGirty    
Rhonda Mears   
Keith Melvin       
Jetta Mencer 
Elena Meth
Megan Mettler
Christopher Meyer
Greg Mitchell     
Samira Mohamed 
Sara Mohensi    
Jeanette Moll    
Matthew Mollica
Amanda Morris 
David Mortimer 
Adam Myser      
Raenell Nagel    
Rodney Nelson  
Anita Newhart  
John Nieft           
Shelley Norvell 
Natalie Noyes   
Cindy O'Neil
Vivian Opelt       
Taryn Osborne  
Luke Overmeyer
William Owens  
James Park
Rhonda Parrish
Alyssa Parrott
Taylor Patterson
Fredrika Pfeiffer
Bill Pohlman       
Phil Proctor         
Don Rankin
Christopher Reamer
Brian Reed
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VOLUNTEERS Kelli Regel
Khadine Ritter
Vicento Rivera
Timothy Robinson
Cynthia Rodgers
Douglas Rogers
Martha Rose      
Eric Rosenberg
Alexandra Ross
Jessica Roth
Terry Rugg          
Ryan Sabol
William Sager 
Kristina Saraceno
Jason Sarver
Steve Schnittke 
Marie Seiber
Tony Shang
Brian Shonk
Christopher Shook

Alexandra Short 
Robert Skelton  
James Skelton   
Mona Smith        
Isabelle Smith    
Marissa Smithinsky
Rick Snider          
John Snider         
Jeffery  Spangler
Ramona Sprague
Stephen Stafford
Jacob Stany
John Stevenson 
Bethany Stickradt
Shawn Stratton
Sherry Stratton
Terry Stratton
Maximillian Sutton
Benjamin Swain 
James Sweeney 

Emily Tarbert     
Kristin Tate         
Ashley Taylor     
Bekah Tefft         
Naomi Tellez   
Christie Thornsley
Anthony Touschner
Tina Tracy            
John Triplett       
David Trouten   
Jenna Tugaoen
Elena Tuhy-Walters
Melissa Upthegrove 
Craig Vandervoort
Jeffrey Vandervoort
Nathan Vaughan
Joseph Vavra    
Anna Villarreal
Jillian Von Gunten
Alexandra Wainwright

Richard Wallar   
Tom Walser        
Andrew Webster
Thomas Webster
Robert Weir      
Patrick Welsh   
David Wenger   
Karen Wentworth
Benjamin Whitacre
Keeghan White 
Rolf Whitney      
Valerie Wiggins 
The Honorable Dean Wilson        
Tara Wright-Timberlake 
Daniel Yarmesch
Crystal Zellar           

In 2018, the Athens SEOLS office welcomed a group of interns to help with housing calls. Participants in 
the Access to Justice Intern Program assisted tenants facing eviction from their homes or poor housing 
conditions and contributed to larger scale research projects that support our work. The partnership not only 
provided much-needed help to our staff, it offered a meaningful volunteer experience to the Ohio University 
students who participated.

“Working in the social justice field has taught me that this is the path I want to 
take in my future. It is a great feeling knowing that you have helped someone 
who doesn't have the means to help themselves,” said A2J intern Carly Kay. 

“SEOLS is important in the Athens community because there are many  
low-income individuals fighting the court system alone. When we can assist 
those individuals and help them through the process and answer any questions 
they may have it helps bring the equality, education, reform and social justice 
this institution works towards.”
 
“Many of the clients were grateful for the help of 

the attorneys, and even me when I was just an intern. To them, Southeastern 
Ohio Legal Services was not just a company helping them but a group of people 
who were invested in assisting them. Many clients expressed great thanks, 
showing me that SEOLS was also an emotional support system to help them get 
through the rough time,” said A2J intern Alexis Karolin. “I have been inspired by 
the tireless hours that these attorneys put in to helping their clients. Even if the 
clients get confused or do not quite understand the situation, all the attorneys 
are quite patient and work to assist when they can. I have also been inspired 
by the community of attorneys in the office. SEOLS embodies this feeling of 
community as it puts forth its best efforts to help its clients.”

OHIO UNIVERSITY INTERNS AID ATHENS 0FFICE, GAIN VALUABLE EXPERIENCE

A2J intern Carly Kay

A2J intern Alexis Karolin
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Special thanks to the Ohio State Bar Association for providing graphic design services for our 2018 annual report.
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SOUTHEASTERN OHIO LEGAL SERVICES

CONTACT US
(800) 589-5888
SEOLS.ORG

ATHENS - (800) 686-3669 
964 EAST STATE STREET, ATHENS, OHIO 45701: SERVING ATHENS, 
GALLIA, MEIGS, MORGAN, NOBLE, VINTON, AND WASHINGTON 
COUNTIES

CHILLICOTHE - (800) 686-3668 
73 EAST WATER STREET, CHILLICOTHE, OHIO 45601: SERVING 
FAIRFIELD, FAYETTE, HOCKING, JACKSON, PICKAWAY, PIKE, AND 
ROSS COUNTIES

NEWARK - (888) 831-9412 
15 WEST LOCUST STREET, SUITE A, NEWARK, OHIO 43055:  
SERVING KNOX, LICKING, MUSKINGUM, AND PERRY COUNTIES

NEW PHILADELPHIA - (800) 686-3670 
255 2ND STREET NE, SUITE D, NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO 44663: 
SERVING COSHOCTON, GUERNSEY, HOLMES, AND TUSCARAWAS 
COUNTIES

PORTSMOUTH - (800) 837-2508 
800 GALLIA STREET, SUITE 700, PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 45662: 
SERVING ADAMS, LAWRENCE, AND SCIOTO COUNTIES

STEUBENVILLE - (800) 837-4781  
100 NORTH THIRD STREET, STEUBENVILLE, OHIO 43952: SERVING 
BELMONT, CARROLL, HARRISON, JEFFERSON, AND MONROE 
COUNTIES

Southeastern Ohio Legal Services
SEOLS


