
Sell Smarter, Not Harder. Prepare Your Home for Success in North

Atlanta

Goal: To help homeowners focus on simple, high-impact

updates that maximize ROI, reduce stress, and make their home

shine in today’s North Atlanta market.

What really helps your home sell faster (and for more)

— without overspending or unnecessary remodels.

Home Prep
Checklist



A Note from Irina Averyanov
Founder, Keys to North Atlanta – Keller Williams

North Atlanta

Getting ready to sell doesn’t have to be overwhelming or

expensive.

The truth? Buyers fall in love with “clean, updated, well cared for,” not

“brand new everything.”

Every week, I help clients decide what’s worth doing before listing — and

what’s just wasted money.

This Home Prep Checklist was created to help you focus on

the updates that actually attract stronger offers

— and skip the stress.

— Recent North Atlanta Seller

“Irina didn’t tell us to spend $20,000 on a

remodel. She showed us exactly where to spend a

little — and our home sold fast and above asking.”



Professionally clean carpets and floors

Wipe baseboards, doors, and trim

Wash windows, mirrors, and light fixtures

Make kitchens and bathrooms sparkle like a hotel

Remove extra furniture to make

rooms feel open and spacious

Pack away personal photos,

awards, and collections

Clear kitchen and bathroom

counters (1–2 items max showing)

Hide cords, pet bowls, toys, and piles

Checklist:

🧹 Step 1: Declutter &

Depersonalize

Checklist:

🧽 Step 2: Deep Clean

(Non-Negotiable)

💡 Pro TIP!

A truly clean home photographs

better and feels well-cared for

— even if it’s older.



🎨 Step 3: Neutralize

Paint & Refresh Floors

Checklist:
Repaint main areas in soft

neutrals (white, beige, light gray)

Repair scuffs, nail holes,

pet scratches

Steam clean or replace stained

carpet

Refinish or polish hardwoods

💡 Step 4: Update

Fixtures & Hardware

Checklist:
Replace dated lighting with modern, simple fixtures

Update cabinet pulls/knobs in kitchens and baths

Make sure all bulbs match in color and brightness

Fix squeaky doors or leaky faucets

💡 Pro TIP!

Small updates = big visual impact.

This is how you make a

10-year-old home feel fresh

without major remodels.



🌸 Step 5: Boost Curb

Appeal (First 8 Seconds

Matter)

Checklist:
Trim bushes, edge lawn, and add

fresh mulch

Power wash driveway and

walkway

Add potted plants or flowers

near the entrance

Clean or repaint front door and update house numbers

🛋 Step 6: Stage Key

Rooms

Checklist:
Living Room: calm, uncluttered layout

Kitchen: clean counters + one “nice moment”

(bowl of lemons, flowers)

Primary Bedroom: fresh bedding, neutral decor

Bathrooms: new towels, simple shower curtain, no clutter

💡 Pro TIP!

You don’t have to stage every room

— just the ones that sell emotion

and lifestyle.



🔑 Step 7: Final

Showing Readiness

Before every showing
or open house:

Open blinds and curtains for

natural light

Set temperature to a comfortable

level

Hide pet crates, litter boxes, and food bowls

Empty trash cans and laundry baskets

Do a “smell check” — clean and neutral always wins

Reality Check

Big remodels rarely pay off before selling.

Focus on clean, light, neutral, and move-in ready.

That’s what attracts the best buyers fastest.



IRINA AVERYANOV

Scan the QR code for a free, personalized home valuation.

⭐️ “Her expertise in the Alpharetta/Milton market,

clear communication, and strong negotiation skills

made selling our home smooth and stress-free.”

— Tim, Alpharetta Home Seller

Guiding Your Transition w/ Clarity
Top 5% Realtor© in Atlanta Metro

404.434.4454

irina.a@kw.com

keystonothatlanta.com

💌 Prefer email? Send photos of your main

rooms to irina.a@kw.com

with the subject line “Prep Review.”

Every home (and every buyer pool) is

different. What works for a Milton new

build may not be right for an Alpharetta

resale or Cumming family home.

📱 Text PREP to 404-436-2128

and I’ll tell you where to focus —

and what to skip.

✨ Ready for Personalized
Advice?


