At New Beginnings we offer an ambitious curriculum that is rich in wonder and memorable experiences. We work hard to provide a stimulating
environment that provides exciting opportunities, promotes challenge, exploration, adventure, and a real love of learning.

It is our intent that all children develop physically, verbally, cognitively, and emotionally in an environment which values all cultures, communities, and
people. We aim for our children to be confident and independent, to believe in themselves and interact positively with others.

We understand that children are motivated, engaged and more likely you learn when they are involved with the choices made. All our Early Years
staff use the ‘In the Moment’ planning ethos and where and when appropriate, the strategies and skills of this approach are used. This means that
topics are planned for broadly using key questions and both new and different opportunities may arise This child-initiated way of working ensures that
the learning is specific to the individual cohort. Therefore, our long-term overview that outlines intended learning may change as this is a working
document.



Over
Arching
Principles

Characteristics of

Effective learning

Playing and Exploring Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own play develop a larger
store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning.

Active Learning Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For children to develop
into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges, and learn persistence.

Creating and Thinking Critically Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, drawing on
previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions.

Unique Child Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident, and self-assured.

Positive Relationships Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This promotes independence
across the EYFS curriculum.

Enabling Environments Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where adults respond to
their individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time.

Learning and Development Children develop and learn at different rates (not in different ways as it stated 2017). We must be aware of children who
need greater support than others.

Play

We understand that play is an integral part of learning, and this is at the heart of our early year’s curriculum. We believe that the correct mix of adult
directed, and uninterrupted child-initiated play ensures the best outcomes for pupils. Warm and positive relationships between staff and children,
consistent routines and strong relationships with parents are key.

\We recognise the crucial role that early year’s education must play in providing firm foundations upon which the rest of a child’s education is successfully
based.

Prime areas

Personal , Social
and Emotional

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives and is fundamental to their
cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and
supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported
to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what
they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy
eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-
operate, and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from
an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and
peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing and echoing back what

Communication | they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them
and Language actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of

contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling, and role play, where children share their ideas with support
and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of
vocabulary and language structures.




Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy, and active lives. Gross and fine motor
experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-
ordination, and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and
providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial
awareness, co-ordination, and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being.
Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to
explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow
children to develop proficiency, control, and confidence.

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading.
Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world
around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems, and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught
later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed
words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children
should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within
those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small
pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of
mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills
across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in
mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to
make mistakes.

Specific areas

Understand the
World

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s
personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them — from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting
important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes
and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important
knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will
support later reading comprehension.

Expressive Arts
and Design

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what
children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the
arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear,
respond to and observe.
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Self — Self-regulatory skills can be defined as the ability of children to manage their own behaviour and aspects of their learning. In the early years, efforts to develop
Regulation self -regulation often seek to improve levels of self -control and reduce impulsivity. Activities typically include supporting children in articulating their plans and
Link to learning strategies and reviewing what they have done. https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/early-years-toolkit/self-requlation-
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Children’s personal, social, and emotional development (PSED)is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives and is fundamental to their cognitive development.
Underpinning their persona development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm, and supportive relationships with adults enable children to
learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals,
have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look
after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good
friendships, cooperate, and resolve conflicts. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve in the early years and beyond.



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/early-years-toolkit/self-regulation-strategies
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/early-years-toolkit/self-regulation-strategies

Younger children
Mimicking adults
Enjoying singing, music
and toys that make
sounds

Younger children
Develop understanding of
following an instruction
Understand how to listen
carefully and why

Younger children
Observe as they listen
and respond to simple
instructions.
Understand and says

Younger children
Using flash cards and
pointing to objects to
develop language skills
and simple words

Younger Children
Use gestures in
everyday language
such as pointing,
waving and clapping.

Younger Children
Allow plenty of time
to have
conversations

T Learning how to be Small group discussions simple sounds Share picture books every
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8 across the day Modelling language and discussions. Talk about feelings in own language.
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understanding of special to us nursery
following an instruction
Come sing Having a large vocabulary helps children learn more, words allow them to make sense of the world around them. Singing is a great way to develop children’s
with us vocabulary we have a come sing with us page on our nursery website which you can visit and join in with some of your children’s favourite nursery songs.

Communication and Language is developed throughout the year through high quality interactions, daily group discussions and together time, stories, singing, speech and
language interventions and weekly small group time.

Younger Children
Crawling, cruising,
rolling and sitting without
support. Large
movements such as
waving, kicking, and
walking

Supporting hand eye co-
ordination

Moving to music

Older Children Different
ways of moving and
retaining balance
Changing speed and
directions

Negotiating spaces
inside and outside
Control of an object

Younger Children
Different ways of moving
Changing direction
Moving to music

Exploring different ways of
moving

Balancing

Develop manipulation and
control

Older Children

Provide a wide range of
opportunities for children to
move throughout the day.
Indoors and outdoors.

Younger Children
Encourage babies to
move freely, climb on
climbing equipment such
as soft play. Rock,

bounce or sway with you.

Older Children

Talk to children about the

importance of brushing
teeth and eating healthy
foods.

Younger Children
Provide a range of
surfaces and materials for
babies to explore.

Older Children
Beginning to show
interest in using one
handed tools.

Younger Children
Start to fit themselves
into spaces such as
tunnels, dens and
large boxes. Be able
to move around in
them

Older Children
Begin to remember
sequences and
patterns relating to
music and rhythm.

Younger Children
Build independently
with a range of
appropriate
resources.

Older Children
Become more
independent in
getting themselves
dressed.

Putting on own shoes
and coats etc.




Younger children
Using different tools to
mark marks on paper
Supporting hand eye co-
ordination

Older Children

Enjoy sensory
experiences exploring
damp sand, water, mud,
paint etc.

Younger Children
Begins to pick up items
using a pincer grip in
between two fingers.

Older Children

Using their fine motor skills
during different activities
such as threading, smaller
puzzles.

Younger Children

Lifts flaps of books to see
what’s under neath.
Explore cause and effect
toys.

Older Children

Use a comfortable grip
with good control when
holding pens and pencils.

Younger Children

Show an increasing
desire to feed themselves
independently.

Older Children

Use small motor skills to
do things independently
for example manage
buttons and zips also pour
drinks.

Younger Children
Develop their
manipulation and
control. Exploring
different tools and

materials.

Older Children
Explore different
materials and tools.
Use one handed

tools.

Younger Children
Develop their
manipulation and
control. Exploring
different tools and
materials.

Older Children
Show a preference in
a dominant hand.
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Phase 1- Environmental S

ounds, Instrumental sounds, Body percussion, Rhythm & rhyme, Alliteration, Voice Sounds, Oral blending & segmenting

sounds
" Number songs Number song 1,2,3,4,5 Shapes with 4 slides Developing pattern Experiment with Older children
K] It's all about 1,2,3 | ....... Growing 6,7,8,9,10 awareness numbers learning about
© Maths is all around us ! Develop awareness of Measurement Sets of 2 and three Measurement position — How to
QE, Match, sort and space — Big, little etc shift leave Off the
% compare Explore 2 d shapes path or sweep away
s Introduction to Pattern down the drain —

awareness

mathematical
language concept

Expressive
arts and
design

Being a superhero
Exploring our voices and
making sounds

Take part in pretend
play

Create pictures with a
variety of materials to
nurture creative ideas
Develop sensory skills
Learning to leaf print

Traditional tales role play
Perform dances

Learn about instruments
and how they work
Explore colour and colour
mixing

Use marks and drawings
to express thought and
feelings

Use clay to make models
Develop sensory skills

Develop children’s
imagination and support
their developing ideas
Junk model vehicles

Transport role play Develop

sensory skills

Make a fossil

Map making

World music Styles
Develop sensory skills

Building rockets and
space stations

Learn songs for
graduation

Perform for families at
graduation.

Learn actions to
express the words of
new songs

Use instruments with
increasing control to
express feelings and
emotion

Understanding
the World

Me & My Family

My community

My home (immediate
environment)

Jobs in the community
Seasons around me

Family history

Christmas now and then
Christmas celebrations in
different cultures

Life in the UK and other
countries (Maps)

Snow and Ice

Animal life cycle (Winter)

Plant life cycle seeds &
growing plants (Spring)
New Spring life
Celebrating uniqueness
and differences

Space exploration
Things that fly

Sky descriptions
Forces and state of
matter (How things
work)

Learning about the
past

Lifeboat/Coastguard
Harbour history
Seaside Floating and
sinking

Sea creatures and
the summer

Where in the world
have, | been?




Safeguarding

We will be talking to the children about how they can keep safe from harm inside and outside of nursery. We will develop their risk management skills. Safety
across the topics will include online safety, road safety, stranger danger, fire safety and many more.

Continuous Continuous provision is based on children’s interests and topic themes and enhanced to develop a natural curiosity in children. The provision we provide is
provision: learning through play, which will cover the 7 areas of learning. Areas are enhanced based on children’s interests and fascinations and topic themes, aiming for
independence and greater depth.
New starts-6-week Parents meeting- Parents meeting-
reviews-October (New October/November 2-year checks-ongoing May/June (all 2-year checks-
starts) (existing children) 2-year checks-ongoing children) ongoing
2-year checks- Summative assessment Summative
Assessment ongoing (communication via famly assessment
point to parents on their child’s (communication via

development for the half
term)
2-year checks-ongoing

famly to parents on
their child’s
development for the
half term)
2-year checks-

ongoing

Partnership
with parents

Verbal updates
Your famly journal
Our famly news feed
what we are learning
to

Verbal updates
October/November-
Parents meetings
Your famly journal
Our famly news feed what
we are learning to

Verbal updates
Your famly journal
Our famly news feed what
we are learning to

Verbal updates
Your famly journal
Our famly news feed
what we are learning to

Verbal updates
May/June-Parents
meetings
Your famly journal
Our famly news feed
what we are learning
to

Verbal updates
Your famly journal
Our famly news feed
what we are learning
to




