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QSL Card Dive
by the editor. 

I was minding my own business, when Harry, N3FMO, dumped this bunch of old QSO 
cards on me, and said wrily: “Mebbe ya could write sumpin’ up on these hyar QSLs fer dah 
newslettah, Yah?” Well, he was right, of course, but it took some ripening on the vine for 
me to even take notice of his idea. So first, I went and stared at this pile of old cards for a 
few months, as it sat on the tablecloth boudoir. Eventually I became just a bit curious. 

These are some of Wayne’s, W3LMF’s old QSL cards. They are all around 1947-53’ish. He 
was busy with many-a-QSO, and sent and received many cards. Here’s Wayne’s card, the 



man who did all this carding stuff. Back then his address was “York RFD #1”, but later, he 
moved to Lancaster.

Well, Wayne’s apparently an SK, as he seems to be regularly absent from the meetings, and 
kinda light on dues payments, but more telling is that he is no longer is registered in QRZ. 
And all God’s l’il chill’luns know that upon your registration at the pearly gates, your 
account on QRZ is miraculously closed. Someone who actually KNEW Wayne could 
probably enlighten me a bit better, as he is still in the 1997 Callbook. But ‘97 was when it 
stopped publication. So after that, I don’t know. 

Like what happens nowadays? Does some AI algorithm somewhere figure out that you 
died, and automatically turn off your repeaters and cancel your license? It used to be you 
were published in the SK section of QST, but someone has/had to send in your demise 
paperwork to the ARRL. Yes, they want paperwork. Hams are such pranksters, and have 
been at it for over a hundred years, don-cha-know?

Incidentally, if you ever want to dig into an old callsign, check out:

 https://leehite.org/callbooks/ 

My brother, N8MBS, is a member of the old VOA site ham club there, who hosts this web, 
and so, consequentially, he put me on to this site. If you have a vanity call, and are 
interested about any previous owners, then this web site is for you. It can be quite 
embarrassing to have to inform some other ham that the one whose call you bear is no 

https://leehite.org/callbooks/


longer being held by the original owner. My vanity “W3IHM” call was first held by Harrod 
Morse, in DC. He’s listed in the 1941-42 callbook, right before WW2. Harrod seems to 
have gone QRT sometime in 1946, because his call disappears in the 1947 callbook. I guess 
I can use it now.
   

So that brings up another poignant question.  How many of these hams in this stack of cards 
do you think are still alive? Well, I found a couple cards that have their dad’s call. Here is 
one fellah who took pop’s call:

Another in the stack is W6AJ. I think this practice of handing down calls is kinda cool if 
you ask me. Unfortunately none of my harmonics give a flip about electronics, much less 
dad’s silly ham radio junk. 

I also found several guys who are still in QRZ, but are not renewed. That leaves me to 
believe they died the past 10 years or so, as the QRZ angels have about a ten year lag time, 
to get them off the records. I think this is ok, considering the vetting for the other place may 
be a hot mess, if wrong. We don’t want any miss-filings.

I also found several calls that are registered to club stations now. I would hope these hams 
had something to do with these clubs. 

Speaking of club stations, some of these club calls were and still are located at government 
MARS stations, like K4FAN, Langley field, K9NR, Indiana Nava Reserve, and KH6UL, a 
naval station in Oahu. For all you people with “K” calls, notice that these stations all began 
with a “K” back then. That’s because only stateside stations that were located on military 
land had “K” calls. Likewise, only ship to shore stations had “N” calls, for “navy”. 
Everyone else stateside had a plain old “W”, 0-9 inclusive. And yes, even the 6’s had W’s. 
Only Hawaii, PR, etc. had K calls, like “KH” for Hawaii and “KP” for Puerto Rico. They 
were considered military protectorates, technically military land, so the K calls.



In any case, when any operator used these “K” stations, they usually wrote their name on 
the card, like “OP Pvt. Kilroy”. That was because a callsign was actually tied to a 
geographical location, irrespective to who the operator was. Your operator license was in 
your name, and valid on any station, anywhere. But you could not go to a club station and 
sign your own call. It had to be the club callsign because that club call was for a specific 
geographic place. When you gave your call, you were identifying a certain address, not a 
person.

When you operated “Mobile” you had to sign your call with a designator, like “W3IHM, 
mobile three” on fone, to indicate that this geographic location was on the move. On CW, a 
W3IHM/3 would do. If you took your radio on vacation and set up at a different semi-
permanent station location, you would have to sign portable, like “WB8ZDF, portable 
four”. 

Whenever you drove in a different call area, you had to sign with that designator, like in 
Ohio, I would sign W3IHM/8 on CW. Apparently, no nuts, like me, were supposed to 
operate CW mobile back then. But still, the callsign just indicated the originating station’s 
geographical location.

Yes, you had to switch over your district whenever you mobil’ed into a different callsign 
area. You also had to keep a swell mobile log, with every contact noted. In the mid 1970’s, 
by the time I got my ham license, I still had to sign “mo-beeel 8” or whatever. I sometimes 
still do this out of habit. I can usually tell an old fart when I hear them do this. 

All this is superfluous now, with space surveillance satellites, internet, cell phone tracking, 
and “flock” cameras. Now, whoever wants to, can see the old antenna strewn porcupine 
Crown Vic lumber out the driveway, with the fat old man at the helm, all from the comfort 
of outer-space. Whatever. They can probably see the glow of me, sneaking a verboten lit 
stoogie, too, to instantly update my actuarial tables and send a corresponding rate increase.

Back then, each call district had an associated Fried Chicken field office, with a record of 
all the stations that were granted operating privileges for that area’s jurisdiction. There was 
no computer or internet, just big card files full of paper cards with names and addresses, 
along with operator class and other stuff.

Sometimes these field office jurisdictions also shifted around too. West upper PA was 8 land 
for awhile. Some of the 9 call area became 0 after WW2. If this happened to you, usually 
you kept your call, but just changed the 9 to a 0. A ham could just scrub out the 9 and make 
a zero out of it on the QSL card. Several cards have 9’s turned into zeros.

Whenever you moved to a new district, you automatically got issued a brand new call, 
when you filed your change of address form. Here’s a card that the OM just scratched out 



his old call and wrote in his new one when he moved.

Things change. Some people would list all their previous calls if they moved a bunch. Now, 
I don’t think the call districts mean anything anymore. That brings up another thing.

Here’s one of my problems. I still have a backlog of unsent QSL cards from before the E-
QSL thing. I need to get on this. Part of my reason for doing this card article is to motivate 
myself to get filling and mailing out these cards. But, one thing I learned is that there are 
other ways around this. Like this guy had his wifie do all his QSLs. Sheesh! Get this!

That would not fly here. Well, anyway, here’s another thing about things changing. Some of 
these cards are time capsules. This next card goes way back. It goes back before there was 
any international agreement on national callsign designators, like W’s for US of A, “G” for 
Great Britain, “I” for Italia, and “D” for the Der (Die?) Vaterland. 

It just has 9ATX, on it, that belonged to the Waukesha ARC, which was at Bob Lathrop’s 
address, in 1921. He was obviously the founder, president, owner, and chief, with the club 
located at his domicile. But apparently, in 1921, radio operators in Waukesha were quite 
scant, so the fledgling club seems to have folded with a peak membership of one. 

He obviously had a stack of leftover cards from that failed venture, printed up in more 
ambitious circumstances, so he just crossed out his call and scribbled his new call in to send 
Wayne a card. Here’s the 1921 directory listing for 9ATX, so he was on the air back then, 



buzzing away.

When Bob finally worked Wayne on six meters, you can see his “current”, as of 1947, call 
of W9LJV under his old scratched out call of 9ATX. 

This is a real piece of radio history. Notice it says “American Radio Relay Station 9ATX” 
on top. Remember that back in 1921, radio across the country was not yet a thing. DX was a 
couple hundred miles with spark rigs. So we had these “relay” stations, organized by the 
ARRL, to make a transcontinental message relay possible. Bob’s Wisconsin station must 
have been in on that. That’s what the ARRL’s original thing was about, the  “Relay 
League”. Cool, eh?

Sure, 9ATX is one of the first few hundred calls issued by the commerce department, which 
later became the FCC. But Bob apparently took a leave of absence. He does not show up 
again in the directory until 1947, after WW2. 

In 1921, I figure Bob was the only radio nerd in all of Waukesha, probably the one guy 
everybody brought their newfangled radio receivers to, so he could fix them. He was 
probably also a bit burned that his club went exactly nowhere, so he took a hiatus. That’s 
OK. I can feel for the guy. Ham radio is always there to welcome you back, if you want.

He moved to new digs, but still stayed in Waukesha. Since Bob apparently let his license 
go, 9ATX got turned into W9ATX, and went elsewhere. So, when he got around to retaking 
his license, he got a totally new call.  Here’s the post-war 1947 list of Bob’s new call, 
W9LJV:



Bob must have kept up his electronic skills before and during the war, though, as he worked 
Wayne in 1947 on six meters with a homebrew 6 meter MOPA.  It had 22 W input of AM 
fone power. That’s about 10 or so watts output. That 6V6 must have been screaming! So, 
like now, he had a decent antenna and some sweet summertime sproadic-E to ride on. 
Wisconson to EPA on 6 meter AM was, and still is, a fun wave to catch. I have done it with 
the old Clegg Thor 6 running 45 W and a 4 element NBS Yagi.

Ok, ok, buddy. Enough chit-chat. So, you never showed us how many hams in that pile of 
cards are still around? Well, look, already. Two out of about 75 are still active hams, this 
side of the ether.

So, what? Nothing. Just that time passes and so do we hams. We are all going to the ether 
whether or no we want to. The SK pile is almost full from this era of radio. It is a bygone 
era, so I am trying to catch a bit on paper for later hams.

Well, other than meditating on our own mortality, reading these cards can give us some 
insight into what ham radio was like in the late 1940s. By the looks of these cards, Wayne 
worked quite a bit of DX, back then. Yes, we are talking plain old CW or AM phone, with 
maybe 50 watts or so. No SSB, FM, digital, repeaters, satellites, VOIP, FT8, and whatever 
else. Not even any RTTY. That wasn’t becoming a thing until the mid 1950s. He used just a 



microphone, or a key. He used a hunk of wire for the antenna. He used glow-fet-thermionic 
electron devices in all of his equipment, a.k.a. the vac-u-u-u-u-um tube. 

Maybe if one was serious, an operator could get some sort of a mechanical keying bug-type 
machination doohickey to make the dits for you on CW. But mostly, it was down to the 
operator’s skill, of listening, and digging through the QRM. No spotters, RBN, ionospheric 
models, and DXMAP. Just a raw desire to have a QSO, a knob to turn and ears to listen.

And if on phone, think of AM, with all the heterodynes howling away. If you were alive 
back in the 1970’s during the CB craze, think of the 20 meter phone band sounding 
something like one big channel 19 when the band opened. If you were not around then, just 
go to church, and set your bum on the organ keyboards sometime, while trying to carry on a 
conversation. Make sure you also pull out all the stops first.

Sure. SSB is such a treat to use, compared to all that howling of AM. Just think. Two SSB 
stations can talk at the same time, and sometimes you can even copy them both. Nice. SSB 
is really what HF needs. FM has capture effect, AM has heterodynes, digital just does not 
decode, and whatever else needs a software upgrade to even copy. So maybe now you can 
get a feel as to why we hamsters, aircraft HF, and the military still stick with SSB. But SSB 
didn’t hit the ham world until about 10 years after these cards piled up. So Good old Wayne 
had AM phone and CW. That’s it. 

But I digress. Here are three DX hams who worked Wayne, and still hold their respective 
calls and are not SK by now. Wow! These guys were on the air in the late 1940’s, and are 
still on, apparently. Wayne had quite a stack of DX cards. Three out of sixteen, so the odds 
of living longer if you are DX is maybe a thing?



GM3AWW, Bill, is still in Scotland, near Glasgow. He has to be around the mid 90s by 
now. Anyway, he worked Wayne across the pond in 1948 with a 6L6-807 at 30 W input 
power to a dipole on 20 meters. He had a Hallicrafters SX24, as the RX. Maybe you have 
seen some of these big boat anchor receivers and transmitters? Back then, hams used 
separate RX and TX boxes. Transceivers were not a thing yet.

So, ok, that’s the receiver, but what manufacturer made a “6L6-807” transmitter, and 
where’s a picture of that one? Well, the best I can do you is a schematic diagram of one I 
pulled off the web from somewhere. It is a two tube MOPA puppy that joe ham would 



build, not buy. 

Oh, MOPA, means Master Oscillator, Power Amplifier. The design I pulled off the web has 
a Hartley oscillator, and a class-A type PA section. This design uses a regulator bias tube 
glowing it’s purple glow for solid bias. It also has a series plate modulator transformer for 
AM phone. I can tell you all that, because I took my license back in the mid 1970s, when 
you had to identify this kind of stuff on the exam. Back then, the FCC still gave non-
multiple choice exams, and were still thinking hams built their transmitters. We had 
questions like:

“Circle the oscillator section and identify which type it is.” 

This MOPA design uses about 25-35 parts including a power supply. These are nice big 
parts, with nice long wires coming out of them. You can see these parts quite easily, even 
with 70 year old eyes. So it was different then. But I digress.

Looking at all the backs of these cards, pretty much all the hams, both stateside and DX, 
had simple wire antennas, home-brew transmitters and commercial receivers to get on the 
air. Yes, you had to know how to build a transmitter. Just think. Your license exam was not 
just a silly hoop to jump through for the Fried Chicken Company, it was actually more like 
a short course in electronics, how to operate on phone or CW, and community cooperation. 

So, unless you were filthy rich, you had to build something, and get it to work, to get on the 
air. That’s where the community cooperation comes in. Unless you were already highly 
educated, you had to humble yourself and ask other hams to help you get whatever you 
dreamed up, to work. Most hams around the world got a schematic from a book, their parts 
from suppliers, and built their own transmitters back then. 

So Wayne most likely also built his transmitter. For instance, here’s another guy who not 
only built his TX but also the RX as well. Wow. That’s quite impressive, as an 11 tube 
superheterodyne could be. He also used one of those new, super antennas I have talked 
about before, the EFHW. 



But there are also these other cards without calls on them in the pile. These are from “SWL” 
stations, that is, RX only, perspective hams, or hams who let their license lapse, moved, or 
whatever, and wanted to start back into the radio gig. Remember WW2 had just ended. 
People would be discharged who were excellent CW operators with lots of technical 
knowledge, that had to get themselves into a field office sometime, and take their exam. 

Many field offices only had radio exams twice a year. You could usually only take one code 
and one theory section at an exam session. If you flunked that section, (I did once), you had 
to wait for the bus to come around again in six months before you could try again. Let’s say 
you passed this time. Then you could finally get your license application processed, so wait 
another few months for your call to be issued, and then finally get your license in the mail, 
and so get on the air. So it took about a year to get on the air. So people got a little antzy!

I also started out as an SWL and CB’er, in the early 1970s, listening for ham stations, and 
sending a card in hopes of getting a reply to put on my wall above my old Sky-Buddy. I also 
copied CW practice runs at W1AW, to get ready for the novice exam. Like now, it was more 
helpful to take a class from one of the local clubs. For my first club class, we met once a 
week, for two hours, for 7 weeks. We had K8CKI and K8CKL along with WA8DFD send 
us code and teach us theory to get ready for the dreaded novice test. Still, after about a year, 



I was WN8ZDF! Wahoo! 

But back to the cards. This card dig turned out to be a story within a story. It turns out one 
of the cards was from Mert, W0KXL. Mert was an engine of change. During WW2, Mert, 
along with all these other guys, were in the 5th armored Division, 145th Signal Corp. Mert 
was a ham before the war, and urged soldiers to get their ham tickets after the war. One of 
these guys was Wayne Seacat. Wayne already got all the CW and theory he would need in 
the Signal Corps, he just needed to get his license and get on the air. Remember at this time, 
there was no novice or technician class. You took the 13 WPM code test and theory right 
away, but he was ready.

But Mert was not W0KXL at the beginning of the war. He was actually W9KXL. This was 
because there was no zero (10th) call district before 1942. When the ham bands went silent 
in 1942, they didn’t publish the callbook, or issue any licenses until after the war. So here’s 
Mert, in the 1942 callbook, the last edition, before war shutdown, with a 9 call. You could 
pay a little extra to have your call made bigger, too, so he did. He was obviously a 
proponent of helping the newbie along, with the “All QSL & SWL cards answered” bit he 
added:

But after the war, Mert was changed into a zero, so he is listed as W0KXL, post war. Of 
course, he wrote a series of cards to Wayne when they both got back from the war. Wayne 
kept these cards, and we have them now, so we can get the story. I am sure these guys also 
chatted about what was happening with their lives and all the stuff about the war. I can just 
hear: “Whatever happened to…” It’s a saga. Look at all the writing Mert crammed on a 
single one cent card: 



Mert apparently was successful in motivating Wayne, because Wayne showed up in the 
1947 Callbook as W3LMF, and later had a QSO with Mert. That was what a good Elmer, 
like Mert, did for you. They kept after you until you ran away, or got on the air. My elmers 
did this for me also. Here’s the 1947 callbook, showing Wayne:

 
I am sure Mert also probably urged several other ex-army dudes to get their licenses, get on 
the air, or meet regularly with a schedule, but we only have these cards. 

Another guy Mert met in the Signal Corps was W1LCH, Joe Socks. Like Mert, Joe was also 
already a ham before the war, as the military drew from the existing ham population to 
equip it’s needs. They both called Joe “Socks”, but Socks called Wayne “Seapuss”, 
probably just to rib him. Joe was on the air before the war, too, and shows up in the 1942 
callbook, along with Mert:



Joe and Wayne swapped several cards as well, to get underway after the war. So it wasn’t 
just Mert who helped Wayne get his ticket. Joe was trying on 10 meters as well as the 80 
meter net to reach Wayne in York. He wasn’t having much luck, though, as you may expect. 
That’s just too short of a hop. On one of the cards, Joe congratulates Wayne for getting 
married to a girl in Harrisburg. Later, he congratulates Wayne on his new harmonic. So they 
wrote each other, but we only have one half of their correspondence.

There’s also another card from Don Coleman, W1OAZ, in the stack. He sent a card to 
Wayne, wanting to set up a schedule. He got his license after the war, too. I wonder if Mert 
had anything to do with that? Here’s his call first listed in the 1946 callbook. They both 
were probably in the signal corps together:

There’s a bunch of other names mentioned in these cards that are not traceable without the 
call, and a bunch that are, but I have dug enough for this month. All these names mentioned 
were probably in the 5th armored Division, 145th Signal Corp. together, so I could get a 
roster, and look around for matches if I wanted to dig further. 

Anyway, what’s neat is that they tried to keep in touch after the war. It was encouraging to 
see how these guys supported each other. Maybe I will write more on some other calls later. 
One call I ran into while digging was W3AD, but not now, I gotta go QRT. 

-...-



Meeting Night
 

The SPARC monthly general membership meeting is the fourth Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 PM.  The meeting is being held at the Clubhouse. Bring your snacks and hike out 
your trash.

License Test Sessions 

Testing is conducted at the SPARC site on the first Tuesday of every month. Fee to take the 
exam. It is $14.00 payable on the K3IR website or in person, cash or check only.

You can pre-register to take the technician test, or upgrade, at Hamstudy.org. There is also a 
link on the K3IR web site. If you do not already have one, go to fcc.gov and register for a 
FRN (Federal Registration Number). 

Looking For Volunteers

SPARC currently has 131 “active” members on the roster.  We have a lot to offer to our 
members.  At this time we have a dedicated group of hardworking volunteers who keep 
the site running.  Some say this is typical with most organizations.  I don't think SPARC 
should be “typical”  We need more real active members.  Jobs range from the highly 
technical to the mundane but ALL are important.  Please look at the list below and see if 
there is a place for you.

IT Team

Tower climbers and ground help

Operating building maintenance and cleaning

Operating building equipment maintenance and improvement

Porta Potty cleaning (not Pumping!)

Adopt a Highway crew

Elmers and Elm’ettes

Hamfest help, planning, etc.

Meeting programs and talks

Antennas! ...always more, bigger, higher.

Someone to take the trash home and pitch it when it’s full. 

Someone else to either eat or toss the old stuff in the fridge.




