
 

 
 

Queensland Rail, Reef & Tropical Islands 
Featuring the Spirit of Queensland rail journey - Cairns to Whitsundays 
 

10 Days | Sunday 11 to Tuesday 20 July 2027 
 

Follow Queensland’s glorious coastline from Cairns to the Whitsundays to immerse yourself in some of 

the world’s finest beaches, colourful marine life, tropical rainforests and scenic rail journeys. Arrive in 

tropical North Queensland to enjoy the highlands, botanic gardens and a harbour cruise, then step 

aboard the Spirit of Queensland for the beautiful train journey from Cairns to the Whitsundays. End 

your tropical escape by basking in the warmth and wonder of the Whitsundays. 

 

 

Highlights 

• Hamilton Island & The Whitsundays  

• Spectacular Kuranda rail journey 

• Fabulous Cairns dinner cruise 

• Tropical paradise of Cairns Botanic Gardens 

• Must see Cairns Aquarium 

• Deep dive into the Museum of Tropical Queensland 

• Spirit of Queensland rail journey (Cairns - Whitsundays) 

• Discover Magnetic Island touring 

• Stunning Airlie Beach 

 

Inclusions 

• Pre/post tour transfers  

• Airfares & taxes (ex Perth, Western Australia) 

• 22 meals  

• 9 nights’ accommodation 

• Tours & attractions 

• Professional Villa Tour Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Your holiday itinerary (ex Perth, Western Australia) 

 

Day 1. Perth to Cairns (D)  

We collect you from home for your flight to Cairns, upon arrival into Cairns, we transfer you to your 

hotel for the evening. 

Three nights: Novotel Cairns Oasis Resort, Cairns 

 

Day 2. Exploring Cairns (BLD)  

Awaken in tropical North Queensland. After breakfast, board the coach for a guided tour exploring 

Cairns and its colourful stories. Visit the Flecker Botanic Gardens, which showcases an impressive 

display of tropical flora, including some of the rarest plants in the world. Established in 1886, this is 

considered one of the best exhibitions of tropical plants in Australia. Discover babbling brooks, ornate 

bridges and lush vegetation on your guided tour of this tropical oasis, while learning about tropical 

flora and horticulture. From above the ground, to under the sea, we then go on to explore the Cairns 

Aquarium and view the incredible biodiversity of two adjoining World Heritage Listed areas – The Wet 

Tropics and The Great Barrier Reef. As the newest and largest public aquarium in Australia, it is 

considered the best in the country. Enjoy free time this afternoon to wander Cairns at your leisure, 

perhaps taking in the art gallery or shops before coming together for a sunset dinner cruise on Trinity 

Inlet. 

 

Day 3. Rainforest and railways (BD)    

Today you will have the opportunity to explore the historic Kuranda Scenic Railway, built over 100 

years ago, it provides a spectacular scenic route between Cairns and Kuranda. Wind your way past the 

mountainous walls of the Barron Gorge National Park, through solid granite rock tunnels and tumbling 

rainforest waterfalls. Upon arrival in Kuranda, immerse yourself in the lush greenery of the “village in a 

rainforest”. This evening, relax into paradise with a harbour dinner cruise.  

 

Day 4. Spirit of Queensland (BLD)      

Today, board the train and settle into your premium seating for the full-day journey from Cairns to 

Townsville. Offering personal entertainment systems and premium leather seating, you can choose to 

sit back and enjoy on-board entertainment or gaze out of your window at the rural and coastal 

scenery.  On arrival into Townsville, you will be driven to your hotel via The Strand, the town’s palm 

tree lined beach front promenade which is a vibrant part of the community. 

Two nights: The Ville, Townsville  

 

Day 5. Magnetic Island (BD)      

This morning, we whisk you away via a passenger ferry for the short journey to the beautiful Magnetic 

Island. Join local guides to see incredible landscapes and learn of the abundant wildlife in this exquisite 

island paradise. By afternoon, return to Townsville for an evening of retreat in your hotel.   

 

Day 6. Townsville and Spirit of Queensland (BLD)   

Deep dive into Townsville with an orientation tour followed by a visit to the Museum of Tropical 

Queensland. Here you will uncover Queensland's pristine rainforests and the magnificent underwater 

world of The Great Barrier Reef. After lunch in Townsville, we board the Spirit of Queensland for your 

journey to the Whitsundays. Relax throughout the afternoon aboard, taking in the passing landscape 

and savour an indulgent dinner as you continue your journey.   

Two nights: Coral Sea Resort, Airlie Beach 

 

Day 7. Airlie Beach (BLD)      

Today, your local tour guide will take you to discover Cedar Creek Falls, pack your bathers if you are 

game enough to have a swim! Journey past endless sugar cane fields on the way to Hideaway Bay and 

Dingo Beach before lunch. Enjoy the afternoon at leisure by the resort or explore the town centre of 

the incredible Airlie Beach.   

 

Day 8. - Hamilton Island (BD)    

Immerse yourself in the many islands of the Whitsundays, before arriving at world-famous Hamilton 

Island. The afternoon is at your leisure to explore the island and to enjoy its many activities (at own 

expense). Tonight, we will gather to enjoy a delightful dinner at the resort.   

Two nights: Reef View Hotel, Hamilton Island 

 



 

 

Day 9. Hamilton Island the heart of The Whitsundays (BD)    

Another day of leisure, because island living is all about relaxation. Choose between optional tours (at 

own expense) exploring the Great Barrier Reef, snorkelling, a helicopter ride or relax on Hamilton 

Island by the pool at your resort. After a day of incredible island life, we come together for a farewell 

dinner at the Pool Terrace.  

 

Day 10. Hamilton Island to Perth (B)    

Transfer to the Hamilton Island Airport for your flight to Perth via Brisbane. Upon arrival into Perth, we 

will see you safely home.  

 

Itinerary subject to change. Terms and conditions apply. Call 08 9754 2026 for details. 

 

Queensland Rail, Reef & Tropical Islands 

Featuring the Spirit of Queensland rail journey - Cairns to Whitsundays 

 

10 Days | Sunday 11 to Tuesday 20 July 2027 

 

Cost per person twin share (inc. GST) 

Price: $6,710 

Single option: $ 1,725 

 

Earn 134 villabucks 

 

 
Requires some fitness. Involves longer days filled with activities, excursions requiring standing and 

walking for extended periods of time and nature-based activities. You will be required to walk 

confidently over uneven ground and surfaces at a timely pace. Your accommodation may require 

access via stairs and have showers over baths. You are required to independently board and disembark 

from trains, aircraft and boats, and to manage your own luggage. 

 


