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ELWCA Updates and Information 

Monica D’Ambrosio, ELWCA Community 
Association Manager 

 
Controlled Access 
The Board has been consistently reviewing 
all aspects of controlled access, 
demonstrating a steadfast commitment to the 
security and convenience of our community. 
Recently, an ad hoc committee was 
established to specifically focus on 
reviewing opportunities to enhance and 
refine the system. The committee is ensuring 
all proposed solutions will work within the 
framework outlined in the 1989 Gate 
Agreement.  
 

Drainage 
The spring drainage inspection (conducted in 
May) helped to identify areas in need of 
attention. A series of projects, repairs, and 
routine maintenance tasks were identified 
and are scheduled to be addressed this 
August. 
 

In preparation for the upcoming hurricane 
season, the storm drains along Sunflower 
Drive and South Woodlands Drive have 
been thoroughly cleared—ensuring that 
rainwater can flow freely and our 
community remains protected during heavy 
storms. 
 

Additionally, storm inlet covers along 
ELWCA roadways have been repaired, 
helping to preserve the integrity of our 
drainage system and maintain the beauty and 
safety of our neighborhood. 
 

Landscaping 
This past spring, the Landscape Committee 
embarked on a series of beautification and 
enhancement projects designed to elevate the 
visual appeal of our community. We’re 
pleased to share that many of these efforts 
have now been completed: 
 

• New sod was planted at the Woodlands 
Parkway entrance, creating a fresh and 
welcoming first impression. 

• The median at the intersection of 
Woodlands Parkway and East Lake 
Woodlands Parkway underwent a full 
transformation. Outdated plantings and 

 aging trees were carefully removed, 
making way for a vibrant new landscape 
featuring seven elegant Crape Myrtles, 
rich ground cover, fresh sod, and a 
generous layer of mulch to tie it all 
together. 
 

In addition, several unsightly tree stumps 
along ELWCA roadways were removed, 
further contributing to a cleaner and more 
polished streetscape. 
 

The aging planters flanking the Tampa Road 
entrance wall have also been removed. In 
their place, thoughtfully designed new 
landscaping will soon be installed to refresh 
this prominent entry point. 
 

The annual tree trimming, an essential 
component of maintaining our community’s 
canopy, was successfully completed in July. 
 

The Landscape Committee remains 
dedicated to enhancing the natural beauty of 
our neighborhood and continues to explore 
new opportunities to further enrich the 
environment we all share. 
 

Roads & Sidewalks 
The Committee has completed repairs to the 
most severe trip hazards along the backside 
of East Lake Woodlands Parkway, 
enhancing pedestrian safety. While this 
marks a significant step forward, additional 
work remains and is tentatively scheduled 
for 2027. 
 

In addition, several potholes along ELWCA 
roadways have been identified and repaired. 
The Committee is also in the process of 
assessing curbing throughout the community 
to determine areas in need of future repair. 
 

Monument Signs at Tampa Road and 
East Lake Road 
At the time of this writing, both Tampa Road 
monuments are expected to be completed by 
the end of August. 
 

The East Lake Road sign will require a bit 
more time, with completion anticipated in 
September or October. 
 

General Repair and Maintenance Projects  
Tampa Road Perimeter Wall - The Board has 
requested bids to repair the perimeter wall.    

The project scope includes the removal of all 
existing wood panels, to be replaced with 
durable concrete blocks, along with detailed 
stucco repairs and a fresh coat of paint 
designed to harmonize beautifully with the 
newly completed monument signs at Tampa 
Road and East Lake Road. 
Barring unforeseen delays, the Board 
anticipates that this transformative work will 
begin no later than September. 
 

The following enhancement projects are 
slated for completion in August, each 
contributing to the refreshed and vibrant 
appearance of our community: 
 

• A fresh coat of paint will be applied to 
the East Lake Road perimeter wall and 
guardhouse, revitalizing these prominent 
features with renewed color and 
protection. 

 

• The entrance walls and guardhouse at 
Tampa Road will also be beautifully 
repainted, ensuring a welcoming and 
polished first impression. 

 

• The Woodlands Parkway entrance walls 
will receive a similarly elegant paint 
refresh, further enhancing the 
neighborhood’s curb appeal. 

 

• A brand-new post-split rail fence will be 
installed along Sunflower Drive, adding 
rustic charm and a touch of classic 
character to the landscape. 

 

• Repairs will be made to the existing 
split rail fence along Woodlands Drive 
near the shopping center, restoring both 
its function and aesthetic appeal. 

RFID Distribution 
 

Information coming soon 
in the mail.  

Watch for information in the 
Heron, on signs around the 

community,                                    
and on our website. 
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For Advertising Contact: 

813-991-7843 • www.ikarepublishing.com 
IKarepublishing@gmail.com 

 

The East Lake Woodlands newsletter is 

produced at no cost to the Homeowners 

Association or the residents of East Lake 

Woodlands. IKare Publishing is not 

responsible for the actions or credibility of 

any of the advertisers in this newsletters. It is 

the individual’s responsibility to check 

references on all advertisers.  

THE  OFFICIAL Newsletter OF                     

EAST LAKE WOODLANDS 

Jack Picker, President 

Jermaine Jenkins, Vice President 

Alena Miles, Treasurer 

Janie Baker, Secretary 

George Carollo, Director 

Santo Carollo, Director 

Kate Rogers, Director 

Jeffrey Sherman, Director 

 
 

Email the Board at: 

board@eastlakewoodlands.com 

 

Monica D’Ambrosio,  

CommunityAssociation Manager 

mdambrosio@mgmt-assoc.com  

813-433-2000 

 

Visit our Website at: 

elw-fl.com or  

eastlakewoodlands.com 

 

 

ELWCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS FOR EAST LAKE WATER: 

Non-Emergency 727-784-8576 ext. 3864 

Emergency 727-223-1273 

Management & Assocs. 
813-433-2000 
 

Cluster 1 

Cluster 3 

Cluster 4 

Cluster 5 

Cross Creek 

Deerpath 

ELWCA 

Enclave 

Greenhaven 1 

Greenhaven 2 

Greenhaven 3 & 4 

Pinewinds 

Pinnacle 

Silverthorne 

Stonebriar 

St. Andrews 

Woodlands Estates 

Woodridge Green 

Worthington 

Ameri-Tech Prop. Mgmt. 
727-726-8000 
24701 US Hwy 19 N. Ste 
102 Clearwater FL. 33763 
Creekside, Cross Pointe 
Woods Landing 
 

Citadel Mgmt. 
727-938-7730 
905 E. Martin Luther King 
Jr Dr. Ste 310  
Tarpon Springs 34689 
Woodlake Run 1, 2, & 3 
 

Elite Property Mgmt. 
727-400-6850 
36181 East Lake Rd #407 
Palm Harbor FL 34685 
The Meadows 
 

Folio Property Mgmt. 
813-993-4000 
12906 Tampa Oaks Ste 130 
Temple Terrace FL 
33637 
Aberdeen  

Harbeck Hospitality 
844-944-0345 
2626 Tampa Rd #204 Palm 
Harbor FL 
Preserve, Turtle Creek 1&2 
 

Holiday Isles Prop. Mgmt. 
727-548-9402 
11350 66th St N Largo, FL 
33773 Muirfield 
Moderne Property Mgmt. 
727-460-2920 
800 Tarpon Springs Blvd 
Ste F4 Palm Harbor FL 34685 
Patio Homes 
 

Proactive Mgmt. 
727-773-9542 
4151 Woodlands Pkwy Palm 
Harbor 34685 
Cypress 1 
 

Qualified Property Mgmt. 
727-869-9700 
5901 US Hwy 19 S Ste 7 New 
Port Richey FL 34652 
Heatherwood, Laurel Oaks 
 

Resource Mgmt. 
727-796-5900 
28100 US Hwy 19 N  
Ste 205 Clearwater FL 
Hunter’s Trail 
 

Self-Managed 
Avenel Kirit Shah  
727-644-68721 
 

Diamond Crest   
Diamondcresthoa 
@gmail.com 
 

Hunters Crossing  
Jan Stammer 
727-772-3241 
 

Isleworth  
Michael Faehner 
727-306-0201 
 

Lake Shore Vista  
Michelle Krickovic 
615-870-8900 
 

The Cove  - Mark Brown  
 

Warwick Hills  
Stephen Sabarese 
tdcsteve@gmail.com 
 

 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS 
Location:    Phone Number: 
 

Rover (Resident Request Number)  813-382-9997 

 

Country Club    727-784-8576 
 

ELW Water General Info/Accounting 727-784-8576 ex 3864 
 

ELW Water Emergency Maintenance Line 727-488-4961 
 

Pinellas County Sheriff, Non-emergency 727-582-6200 
 

Management and Associates 

Barcode Information, Mary Hunt  813-433-2014 
 

Management and Associates 

Manager, Monica D’Ambrosio  813-433-2004 
 

Management and Associates 

Accounting, Jessica Baker   813-433-2012 

VEHICLE RFID 
 
 

For additional questions please contact: 
Mary Hunt at 813-433-2014 

ELWCA MANAGEMENT COMPANIES Sentry Mgmt. 
727-799-8982 
2605 Enterprise Rd E  
Ste 200  
Clearwater FL 33759 
Kingsmill 
 

Wise Property Mgmt. 
18550 N dale Mabry  
Lutz FL 33558 
Turtle Creek 3 & 4 

mailto:dhudrlik@mgmt-assoc.com
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NEWS FROM THE CLUB 

 Communications Committee • Janie Baker 

 

Council of North  
County Neighborhoods  

Representing  
communities in   

North Pinellas County 

The Council of North County 
Neighborhoods (CNCN) works to bring 

together North Pinellas County 
neighborhoods to promote 

communication and cooperation and to 
foster a sense of community. CNCN acts 

as a neighborhood advocate for the 
benefit of member organizations and 

brings a common voice to county 
government.  

 
Upcoming Events 

Watch for signs to announce the CNCN 
2025-2026 informational and political 

forms. 

Pinellascncn.com 

You are welcome to attend ELWCA meetings. Please join us to 

learn more about your ELWCA community. Meeting dates and 

meeting times are posted on the message boards and in the 

calendar on our website elw-fl.com or eastlakewoodlands.com  

Pinellas County Schools 
Zoned for ELW  

 

Cypress Woods                     
Elementary                            

727-538-7325 
 

Forest Lakes                         
Elementary                              

813-891-0785 
 

Carwise Middle School 
727-724-1442  

 

East Lake High School 
727-942-5419 

 
Do you have a  
positive word  
to share about                                                     

someone or  
something  

in our ELW  
community?  

 
Please submit  
information  

to         
jbakerelwca@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 DRIVE SLOWLY AND  
WATCH FOR PEDESTRIANS  

AND WILDLIFE 

Fall in Turtle Creek: Back to School & Seasonal Reminders  
 
While Florida’s fall may not bring a dramatic change in color, the 
shift in season is still felt through slightly cooler mornings, busier 
school zones, and the return of community routines. As students head 
back to class, it’s a great time to reconnect as neighbors, refresh our 
safety habits, and prepare our homes and yards for the months ahead. 
 
Back-to-School Season is Here! 
Please remember that mornings and afternoons will be busier around 
neighborhood intersections and sidewalks. Drive with extra caution, 
obey speed limits, and keep a watchful eye for children walking or 
biking to school. Let’s work together to keep our streets safe for our 
students! 
 
Sidewalk Safety Reminder 
A friendly reminder to all residents: Please do not park vehicles 
over sidewalks. Sidewalks are meant to be a safe path for walkers, 
joggers, children, and those using strollers or wheelchairs. Blocking 
sidewalks forces pedestrians into the street, which can be danger-
ous—especially during the busy school year. 
 
Stay Connected by signing up on the Harbeck website 
(www.hhrmgt.com) 
Thank you for continuing to make Turtle Creek a safe, welcoming, 
and beautiful place to call home. Here's to a season full of crisp air, 
warm drinks, and community spirit! 
 
Warmly, 
The Turtle Creek Neighborhood Committee 

Community Photos by Lydia Baker 

mailto:jbakerelwca@gmail.com
http://www.hhrmgt.com
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Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office                                      

Summary of Citations and Warnings 

MAY 2025 

Requested Patrols      9  Filled:  9  Not Filled:  0 
CITATIONS  WARNINGS VIOLATION 

  2  Stop sign 

  1  Equipment 

  4  Illegally Parked   

RFID Distribution:  
 
If you have purchased a new home or vehicle, please stop by the 

management office at 720 Brooker Creek Blvd., Suite 120 to fill out 

the vehicle RFID registration form.  The registration form can be 

found on the website www.eastlakewoodlands.com 

under the controlled-access tab. 

 

You will need to provide proof of residency within 

ELW (divers license, closing statement) and the 

registration for each vehicle that will be assigned 

an RFID.   

 

The cost of the RFID is $30.  We accept cash, 

check and money order.  

 

RFIDs will be issued Monday through Friday 

between 8:00AM and 11:45AM and from 1:00PM 

to 4:00PM.  

How To Obtain A New Gate Pass Called An RFID 
 
RFIDs to unbound contracted associations and unbound, non
-member, associations, will continue to have the same level 
of access at all seven gates.   

 
UNBOUND CONTRACTED 
ASSOCIATION OWNERS   

(CONTRACTED MEMBERS) 
 

CLUSTER 1, 3, 4 & 5 
CYPRESS ESTATES 1 

PATIO HOMES 
WOOD-LAND ESTATES 

 
UNBOUND ASSOCIATION  

OWNERS (NON-MEMBERS):  
OWNERS WITHIN  

 

CONDO 1-7  
CLUSTER 2 

CYPRESS 1-3 
LAKE ESTATES 
QUAIL FOREST 

 Communications Committee • Janie Baker 

Important Notice from Ardea Country Club 

 
 

 
 

 

 
We have observed a significant increase in residents 
using the cart paths and golf course for non-golf activi-
ties that are not permitted. This ongoing issue is a 
serious concern for 
 

 
 

 

 

ELWCA schedules nine community patrols per month with the Pinellas County 
Sheriff's Office (PCSO) to enforce traffic laws and help ensure the safety of 
residents. 
 

In response to recent vehicle break-ins throughout northern Pinellas County, 
patrols over the past several months have been scheduled during late evening, 
overnight, and early morning hours to maximize visibility and deterrence. 
PCSO patrols the main roads, ungated member communities, and side streets. 
ELWCA has also requested that deputies use their cruise lights for increased 
visibility and brief siren chirps when driving through wooded areas to provide 
an audible deterrent. 
 

In addition to enforcing traffic laws and discouraging criminal activity, PCSO 
deputies respond to resident calls for assistance, investigate suspicious activity, 
and alert residents to potential safety concerns. Over the past two months, 
PCSO has responded to six calls for service, including noise complaints, three 
open garage doors, two suspicious vehicles, and one open vehicle door. 

JUNE 2025 

Requested Patrols      9  Filled:  9  Not Filled:  0 
CITATIONS  WARNINGS VIOLATION 

 1 1  Stop sign 

  3  Speeding Over 1-15 mph 

  1  Expired Document/Tag 

  1  Equipment 

  2  Illegally Parked 

http://www.eastlakewoodlands.com
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Your local Edward Jones office since 2008 with over 50 years of combined experience serving our clients.  



EAST LAKE WOODLANDS • THE HERON                     PAGE 9 

 Stay Connected • Jermaine Jenkins 

To better serve our residents and keep our community running 
smoothly in today’s digital age, we’re asking all homeowners to pro-
vide their email addresses for official communications from the 
Board and Management & Associates. Email updates mean faster 
notices, cost savings for the community, less paper waste, and easy 
access to important information anytime, anywhere — so you never 
miss timely updates or forms. Help us modernize, improve service to 
our residents, and reduce costs by sharing your preferred email today. 
 

If you would like to receive email notifications, please email Mary 
Hunt at mhunt@mgmt-assoc.com to request a copy of and to submit 
the Electronic Delivery Authorization Form.  
 

Thank you for supporting a more efficient, connected community! 
 

Faster and More Reliable Delivery 

• Emails reach homeowners instantly, ensuring everyone gets time
-sensitive updates (e.g., meeting notices, emergency repairs, pol-
icy changes) without postal delays. 

• Reduces the risk of lost or misplaced paper notices. 
 

Cost Savings 

• Will minimize printing, paper, postage, and administrative han-
dling costs for the HOA and M&A. 

• Savings can be redirected to other community improvements 
or reserve funds. 

 

 Better Engagement and Responsiveness 

• Homeowners are more likely to read and respond to electronic 
notices and promptly. 

• Allows for easy replies, questions, and two-way communication 
- boosting transparency and homeowner engagement, and trust. 

 

Environmentally Friendly 

• Reduces paper waste and the community’s environmental foot-
print. 

• Aligns with sustainability goals that many residents likely value 
 

Centralized Records and Convenience 

• Emails create a clear, searchable record of communication for 
homeowners and the Board alike. 

• Residents can easily access past notices, forms, or updates from 
their inbox at any time, instead of keeping stacks of paper. 

 

Flexibility for Different Types of Updates 

• Allows for sharing more dynamic content: links to online sur-
veys, community calendars, payment portals, as well as easily 
accessing the Heron electronically  

• Makes it easier to send reminders or urgent updates without ad-
ditional costs. 

 

Please email your name, property address, and preferred email ad-
dress to  mhunt@mgmt-assoc.com, or stop by Management and Asso-
ciates to update your contact information. Thank you!  

 Keeping East Lake Woodlands Students Safe  

As summer draws to a close and children 
start heading back to school, family life 
can get pretty hectic. It's important to re-
member – and share with your children – 
some key tips that will help keep them safe 
and healthy throughout the school year. 
 

Transportation Safety Tips 
Whether children walk, ride their bicycle 
or take the bus to school, it is extremely 
important that they take proper safety pre-
cautions. Here are some tips to make sure 
your child safely travels to school:  
 

Walkers » 
Review your family's walking safety rules 
and practice walking to school with your 
child. 

• Walk on the sidewalk, if one is availa-
ble; when on a street with no sidewalk, 
walk facing traffic 

• Before you cross the street, stop and 

look left, right and left again to see if 
cars are coming 

• Make eye contact with drivers before 
crossing, and always cross streets at 
crosswalks or intersections 

• Stay alert and avoid distracted walking 
 

Bike Riders » 
Teach your child the rules of the road and 
practice riding the bike route to school 
with your child. 

• Ride on the right side of the road, with 
traffic, and in a single file 

• Come to a complete stop before cross-
ing the street; walk bikes across the 
street 

• Stay alert and avoid distracted riding 

• Make sure your child always wears 
a properly fitted helmet and bright 
clothing 

 

Bus Riders » 
Teach your children school bus safety rules 
and practice with them. 

• Go to the bus stop with your child to 
teach them the proper way to get on 
and off the bus 

• Teach your children to stand 6 feet (or 
three giant steps) away from the curb 

• If your child must cross the street in 
front of the bus, teach him or her to 
walk on the side of the road until they 
are 10 feet ahead of the bus; your child 

and the bus driver should always be 
able to see each other 

• Get the facts on bus safety from Injury 
Facts 

 

School Safety Tips 
Many school-related injuries are complete-
ly preventable. Follow these steps to en-
sure your child's safety at school. 
 

Backpacks » 
Choose a backpack for your child careful-
ly; it should have ergonomically designed 
features to enhance safety and comfort. 

• Ask your children to use both straps 
when wearing their backpack to evenly 
distribute the weight on their shoulders 

• Don't overstuff a backpack; it should 
weigh no more than 5% to 10% of 
your child's body weight 

• Rolling backpacks should be used cau-
tiously since they can create a trip haz-
ard in crowded school hallways 

 

Playgrounds and Sports » 

• To reduce strangulation hazards on 
playgrounds, have your child leave 
necklaces and jackets with drawstrings 
at home 

• A few bumps and bruises can be ex-
pected when your child plays sports, 
but head injuries should never be ig-
nored 

 

National Safety Council 

mailto:mdambrosio@mgmt-assoc.com
https://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/22871-a-safe-and-healthy-school-year?page=1
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/distracted-walking/teens
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/summer/bicycles
https://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/23924-bike-helmets-find-the-right-fit
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/back-to-school/bus
https://injuryfacts.nsc.org/motor-vehicle/road-users/school-bus/
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/child-safety/backpacks
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/child-safety/playgrounds
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/child-safety/sports-concussions
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/child-safety/sports-concussions
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 Thought Waves • Dave Feller 

 Barred Owl Rescue • Barbara Walker 

A barred owl was rescued in East Lake Woodlands on May 20th and 

was released on June 27th after a stint in rehab.  Kathleen Blackwell 

rescued the barred owl near Aberdeen after the owl had flown into 

the side of a car.  Unfortunately, this happens to a lot of owls with 

collision trauma and rodenticide being the top causes of mortality in 

that species.  Barred owls are numerous in our area with lots of 

woods, ponds, and swampy places to inhabit.  Many people enjoy 

watching and listening to them in East Lake Woodlands and a pair in 

John Chestnut Park are also very popular.  Barred owls eat rodents, 

snakes, crustaceans, squirrels, and even screech owls.  Due to their 

liking of ponds, they sometimes become entangled in fishing line.  
 

The barred owl had ruptured air sacs and was thin.  In rehab she was 

placed with a baby from Zephyrhills, kept on antibiotics and well 

fed.  After that they went together to a flight cage for recondition-

ing.  Upon release we rewarded her by giving her a free kid! If you 

are out on your patio at night and you hear the barred owl, you can 

call back at them and they will respond. I fondly remember rescuing 

and releasing many barred owls from East Lake Woodlands. 
 

And now for a quick update on ospreys in the East Lake area in gen-

eral.  Several nests failed because mates and kids were hit by 

cars.  Next year during nesting season maybe we can ask the county 

to add “Low flying ospreys” to the electronic sign messages.  No 

matter the reason for mortality, ospreys are extremely important to 

watch and monitor.  They are one of only three global raptors.  They 

eat exclusively fish and control the population of fish on planet 

earth.  Recently, an article out of the Center for Conservation Biolo-

gy in Virginia stated that the osprey colony on the eastern shores has 

collapsed.  Experts said that it is the early sign of a complete collapse 

of the species. Ospreys have been on planet earth for 13 – 15 million 

years depending on continent. 
 

Please remember you can visit Tampa Bay Raptor Rescue at Mocca-

sin Lake Nature Park in Clearwater.  We are open Tuesday – Sunday 

from 10-5.  There is a trail and a children’s playground.  Birds and 

reptiles are on exhibit daily.  If you need rescue please call us at 727-

798-2385. 

There are several organizations that ask private citizens to help the 

National Weather Service by providing local weather observations 

where they happen to live.  
 

One of these organizations is the Community 

Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow Network 

(CoCoRaHS). Their primary mission is to report 

accumulations of precipitation to their local 

National Weather Service forecast office. 

Website: http://www.cocorahs.org/ 
 

Another organization is Skywarn. Their mission 

is to provide reports on all types of severe 

weather that may affect lives or property. 

Participants in this program must be trained. Free 

training is offered by local National Weather Service forecast offices 

around the country. Participants in Skywarn are not storm chasers. 

They simply report severe weather when they observe it as long as it 

is safe to do so. Website: https://

www.weather.gov/skywarn/ 
 

Another organization is the Citizen Weather 

Observer Program. Their goals are to collect 

weather data and make it available to local 

forecast offices as well as a variety of other 

organizations with an interest in environmental 

data. The information they provide also helps to 

verify the quality of weather information being 

shared around the country. Website: http://

wxqa.com/  

http://wxqa.com/
http://wxqa.com/
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East Lake Fire Rescue • Fire Marshal, Pamela DeMeo 

Community event- This year’s Summer Splashdown will take place on Friday, August 1, from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM at Fire Station 
57, located at 3375 Tarpon Lakes Blvd. The community is invited to cool off, enjoy water activities, and learn about important fire and safe-
ty topics in a fun, family-friendly environment. We hope to see you there! 
 

Water Rescue Training at YMCA Promotes Safety and Collaboration- Under the leadership of East Lake Fire Rescue EMS Chief Lane 
and Firefighter Hudak, a full-scale water rescue training exercise was held at the YMCA, providing a valuable opportunity for hands-on learn-
ing and interagency collaboration with the YMCA, Sunstar, and Palm Harbor Fire Rescue. Approximately 115 children participated in the 
event, where ELFR and YMCA staff shared essential water safety lessons. Topics included the importance of adult supervision while swim-
ming, selecting and wearing proper life jackets, safe diving practices, and how to call 9-1-1 in an emergency. Chief Lane and Firefighter 
Hudak did an outstanding job organizing the training, with strong support from Chief Wilson and the on-duty District Chiefs. All partici-
pants—from agencies to support staff—did an outstanding job, and the event showcased seamless teamwork that contributed to its overall 
success. Community partners—including the YMCA, Sunstar, Safety Kids, the Florida Department of Health, and a local ER physician—
shared positive feedback on the training’s impact, further highlighting ELFR’s role as a trusted partner in keeping our community informed 
and safe. 

Back to School & Community Preparedness Reminders- As we enter the late summer months and prepare for the upcoming school year, 
East Lake Fire Rescue would like to share a few important safety reminders to help keep our community safe and prepared. 
 

Back to School Safety- With students heading back to class, we ask all drivers to slow down and stay alert in school zones, near bus stops, 
and in neighborhoods. Talk to your children about fire drills at school, the importance of not blocking exits, and how to call 9-1-1 in an emer-
gency. For older students who walk or bike to school, please review safety tips such as using crosswalks, avoiding distractions like head-
phones, and texting. Make sure bikes are in good working condition, reflectors are intact, and helmets are properly fitted. Motorists—please 
give cyclists plenty of space and always yield to pedestrians in crosswalks. 
 

Hurricane & Power Outage Preparedness- Now is the time to review your family’s hurricane safety plan. Ensure your emergency kits are 
stocked with essentials, including flashlights, batteries, water, non-perishable food, medications, and copies of important documents. Updated 
hurricane preparedness guides are available at your local fire station.  
 

Help Us Help You: Maintain Emergency Access- Emergency response time is critical—and we need your help to ensure our crews can 
reach you quickly and safely. Maintain 20-foot-wide access roads for fire trucks and emergency vehicles. Ensure 13.5 feet of vertical 
clearance over driveways and roadways—trim trees and remove low-hanging branches. Clearly post address numbers on homes and mail-
boxes so they’re visible from the street, day or night. Reflective numbers are best. Ensure private fire hydrants are inspected, tested and 
maintained in accordance with applicable laws.  
 

For more information, please contact Fire Marshal DeMeo at pdemeo@elfr.org 
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E A S T  L A K E  
L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

Summer Hose Down at ELFR Station 57 
Fri, August 1st | 11am-12pm 
Stop by Station 57 and let your children play 
in the fire hose spray! It's an East Lake 
summer tradition.  
 
No registration is needed; just meet us there! 
 
****Please ensure children wear protective 
footwear and eye goggles.*** 
 
Mah Jongg 
Tue, August 5th | 1pm-4pm 
Whether you are an experienced player or 
newbie, now is your chance to play Mah 
Jongg at the library! 
 
Experienced players will be on hand to teach 
those new to the game. Sign-up required for 
each session. Please bring your own Mah 
Jongg sets, if you have them.  
 
The club will meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month unless otherwise noted on the 
library calendar.  
 
Youth Advisory Board Open House 
Sat, August 9th | 1pm-3pm 
Summer may be over, but the fun doesn’t 
have to end! Join us in the Teen Room to 
learn how you can be a part of the Middle 
School Advisory Board (MSAB) or Teen 
Advisory Board (TAB). These groups give 
you a chance to share ideas, plan events, and 
make a difference in the library community. 
 
Walk-ins are welcome, so feel free to bring a 
friend! 
 
ELCL Dementia Caregiver Education and 
Support Group 
Wed, August 13th | 1pm-3pm 
Join us for a support group with a trained 
facilitator to exchange information, talk 
through issues, and learn about community 
resources. 
 
Alzheimer’s Association and dementia -
related support groups, conducted by trained 
facilitators, are a safe place for you to: 
 
Develop a support system. Exchange 
practical information on challenges and 
possible solutions. Talk through issues and 

ways of coping. Share feelings, needs and 
concerns Learn about community resources. 
 

Beginning DNA with Denise Manning of 
Pinellas Genealogy Society 
Wed, August 13th | 6pm-7pm 
You've taken a DNA test, now what?! 
 

Learn to unlock the many clues that are 
waiting to help you grow your family tree. 
Denise Manning from the Pinellas 
Genealogy Society will lead us through 
ancestral origins and relative matching, the 
basics. If you've tested with Ancestry, 
Family Tree DNA, 23 & Me, My Heritage, 
or Living DNA, this presentation is for you. 
Plus learn about other types of DNA used for 
genealogy. 
 

The Imagine Museum Presents: The 
History of Glass and Contemporary Glass 
Art 
Wed, August 20th | 6pm-7:30pm 
Join David Flatt, Executive Director of 
Imagine Museum and notable archaeologist, 
for a captivating journey through time as he 
discusses the history of glass and glass art! 
 

Bracer Builders: A Cosplay Workshop 
Sat, September 6th | 1:30pm-3:30pm 
Welcome to the East Lake Community 
Foamory! In this hands-on workshop, you'll 
learn how to craft foam armor pieces—
starting with bracers, perfect for cosplay, 
Halloween costumes, comic cons, and more. 
 

Exploring Your Child's Potential 
Mon, September 8th | 6pm-7pm 
This presentation is perfect for parents of 
students with disabilities. Presented by 
Anthony Cassisi, a vocational rehabilitation 
counselor (VRC) from the Florida 
Department of Education, learn more about 
accessing the world of work for your child 
and how the division can help you explore a 
child's potential for employment. What's 
more? Discover more about what VRCs do 
and what to expect from their help.  
 

Tween Book Club 
Tue, September 9th | 6pm-7pm 
Love books? Join the Tween Book Club! We 
read a new book every month, play games, 
make crafts, and chat about everything from 
fantasy to graphic novels. Open to students 
in grades 6–8. Whether you’re a big reader 
or just getting started, all are welcome! 
 

Chess Club (Grades 1-6) 
Sat, September 13th | 10am-12pm 
Seeking a quiet space for your child to play 
chess and practice with other young players?  
 
All skill levels are welcome. Student sets 
will be available on a first-come, first-served 
basis to share, or you may choose to bring 
your own set. 
 
Please note that this is intended for school-
aged children in 1st grade and above who 

can be quiet and respectful, in keeping with 
the spirit of the game.  
 
Vet Life: From Classroom to Clinic 
Tue, September 16th | 6pm-7pm 
Step into the world of veterinary medicine 
with a certified veterinarian and educator 
who brings science to life! Learn what it 
takes to become a vet—from years of 
schooling and personal challenges to the 
everyday joys and tough realities of caring 
for animals. This inspiring talk blends 
personal storytelling, career insights, and 
real-life examples to encourage students to 
explore pathways in science, medicine, and 
compassionate care. 
 
Macroalgae Art Workshop 
Thu, September 18th | 12pm-1:30pm 
Looking for a way to get creative using 
nature as the inspiration? Join TBEP and 
East Lake Community Library for a 
workshop that combines marine botany and 
art! Macroalgae, also known as seaweed, is a 
plant-like organism found in Tampa Bay. 
During this workshop, we will use dried 
macroalgae samples taken from Tampa Bay 
to make beautiful marine- inspired artwork. 
These colorful clumps range in color from 
brown to green to red! 
 
Live Drawing with Marvel Artist Jerry 
DeCaire! 
Sat, September 20th | 1pm-2:30pm 
Join us for an action-packed evening with 
Jerry DeCaire, the Marvel Comics artist 
behind iconic characters like Deadpool, 
Wolverine, Thor, and other world-famous 
superheroes! 
 
Jerry will present his signature live-drawing 
performance, showing how a comic book is 
created—from concept to final panel. Watch 
comic book art come to life in real-time! 
 
And the best part? All demo drawings are 
given away for FREE! 
 
Registration is required! 
 
Genealogy Research in Quebec and 
Maritime Provinces with Joan Baptist 
from Suncoast Genealogy 
Wed, September 24th | 6pm-7pm 
Do you want to research your ancestors who 
lived in Quebec and the Maritime provinces 
but are unsure of how to navigate the 
language difference? Using genealogy 
records, would you like to take a journey 
through the rich history of the colonization 
of New France and learn how your ancestors 
of this area lived and adapted to the many 
social and political changes? “Lâche pas la 
patate!” is Québécois slang for “Don’t give 
up!” Despite the records for these Canadian 
provinces being primarily in the French 
language, translating and understanding their 
content is so much easier than you think. 
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East Lake Library Embarks on Exciting Expansion • Lois Eannel, Library Director 

For over 25 years, East Lake Community 

Library has been more than just a place for 

books—it has been a vital hub for learning, 

creativity, and connection. Despite being one 

of the smallest libraries in Pinellas County, 

spanning just 8,900 square feet, ELCL 

serves nearly 80,000 residents annually. 

With its diverse programs attracting over 

1,000 attendees each month, the library has 

become an indispensable resource in the 

community. 
 

Setting itself apart from other local libraries, 

ELCL is one of the few facilities offering 

Passport Acceptance services and the only 

library with a 24/7 outdoor materials locker 

and fingerprinting services for background 

checks and employment. However, its 

limited space is no longer sufficient to meet 

the evolving needs of patrons. The building 

lacks critical features, including a fire-

suppression system, ADA 

compliance, accessibility 

accommodations, study rooms, 

casual seating, and adequate 

parking—all essential 

components for a modern 

public library. 
 

Recognizing these challenges, 

the Pinellas County 

Commissioners allocated $4.5 

million in 2020 under the 

Penny for Pinellas initiative to 

fund an expansion project. Planning and 

design are set to begin in the next fiscal year, 

followed by two years of construction and 

renovations to transform ELCL into a 

dynamic, future-ready facility. 
 

To further support this growth, the East 

Lake Community Library Foundation has 

launched the "Spreading Our Wings" capital 

campaign, ensuring the vision for expansion 

becomes a reality. This initiative will help 

create additional space for educational 

programs, community events, and an 

expanded collection of books and 

technology. Plans also include expanding 

parking areas to improve accessibility for all 

visitors. 
 

But this project is about more than just 

square footage—it’s about enriching the 

community. With a larger, upgraded facility, 

ELCL will be able to: 

• Accommodate growing collections of 

books and digital resources 

• Offer additional seating for visitors to 

relax and engage 

• Establish quiet study areas for students 

and professionals 

• Host larger events and provide 

enhanced services for all ages 
 

By supporting the "Spreading Our Wings" 

campaign, community members can play a 

crucial role in shaping the future of East 

Lake Community Library. Your contribution 

fosters lifelong learning, strengthens local 

connections, and helps ensure ELCL 

remains a vibrant cornerstone for 

generations to come. 
 

To learn more about the expansion and how 

you can help, visit East Lake Community 

Library at 4125 East Lake Road or explore 

the library’s website at eastlakelibrary.org. 

For details on donor opportunities and 

naming rights, visit the foundation’s website 

at elclfoundation.org. 
 

For inquiries, contact Library Director 

Lois Eannel at lois-e@eastlakelibrary.org 

or call (727) 773-2665. 
 

Together, let's build a library that 

inspires, connects, and grows with our 

community. 
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