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Thanking Jo-Ann Byrne Sockolov
﻿for Her Invaluable Service

With much gratitude, we recognize our departing board chair, Jo-Ann Byrne
Sockolov, for her years of commitment and service on the PCRC board. Jo-
Ann joined the board in 2014, serving as member-at-large, secretary, vice-chair
and as board chair for the last two years. She strived to apply principles of
humanism to advance social equity within our community. “We wouldn’t be
where we are today without Jo-Ann’s leadership. We are very grateful for her
service, talent and guidance during these trying times and thank her for her
leadership and governance,” says PCRC Executive Director, Michelle Vilchez.

As board chair, Jo-Ann sees her role within the organization as “a facilitator of
purposeful action.” She worked with board members and staff to respectfully
communicate with communities in San Mateo County. Through building skills to
improve relationships, reduce conflict and prevent violence with the goal of
helping communities grow and thrive, PCRC’s work during Jo-Ann’s tenure as
board chair has increasingly been recognized. “We are receiving many
requests for our programs, services, training, and consultation from local
counties and from cities and organizations on a national level,” says Jo-Ann.

Read More

PCRC Staffing Updates: Promotions
﻿and New Opportunities

July was a busy month for staffing
updates. Several associates found
exciting new opportunities at partner
nonprofits, where they will continue to
impact local communities. We’ve also
been thrilled to promote several
employees from within and adjusting
a few roles to better fit our
teammates’ expertise.

Read More

Redwood City Racial Equity
Community Dialogues
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Redwood City is reviewing its community policing policies and is working to
identify necessary changes to serve the community better. On June 10th, a
virtual town hall on the topic of community policing brought 500 community
members together with the mayor, vice-mayor, council members and the police
chief. Throughout the town hall, the police chief answered the most commonly
asked questions submitted by the community before the live meeting. The last
half hour of the town hall was dedicated to hearing comments, concerns and
questions directly from community members. The large number of participants
wanting to take part in the process of initiating meaningful policing change
prompted Redwood City to schedule additional public forum sessions.

In partnership with Redwood City, PCRC is moderating the Community
Dialogue Sessions. The goals of the dialogue series encompass bringing
community members, elected officials, and city staff together to identify ways to
meaningfully change city policies, service delivery and policing. Through
sharing personal stories and perspectives, participants will gain understanding
and cultivate community trust, and deepen understanding of the complex
issues related to racial equity. The community-level discussion will impact the
policy, priorities, and stakeholder processes of decision-makers. New or
strengthened community partnerships and collaborations will be initiated and
individuals will learn and develop new attitudes, behaviors, and beliefs through
public participation, encouraging emerging leaders.

Read More

Welcome José R. López,
﻿Manager of Facilitation Services

We are excited to welcome José R. López, Ed.D. as our new Manager of
Facilitation Services. The position oversees the design and delivery of PCRC’s
facilitation services. José began working with us in March and has enjoyed
being able to work in the community and is looking forward to furthering social
justice issues. As manager of facilitation services, José will promote group
facilitation activities, develop and manage relationships with partners and
clients, to advance participatory processes in the community.

José came to us after serving as Senior Program Coordinator at the Institute
for Civic and Community Engagement, where he connected San Francisco
State University faculty and students to community service learning and civic
engagement opportunities. He was involved in administering the America
Counts and America Reads programs, created the Civic Engagement Fellows
program and oversaw marketing content.

José holds a Doctor in Education in Educational Leadership from San
Francisco State University and a Doctor of Philosophy from Texas A&M
University.

Real Talk San Mateo Virtual Dialogues

In June, the San Mateo Police Department initiated “Real Talk San Mateo,” to
discuss equity in community policing. City government and community leader
panelists provided timely information to the community during the first two
discussions. The third virtual gathering on July 14th was a dedicated listening
session where the police department and city leaders heard public comments
and questions. San Mateo Police Chief Ed Barberini, City Manager Drew
Corbett and Officer Lupe Mejia were on the panel wanting to learn from the
community about unseen issues that need to be addressed.

PCRC was invited to moderate the public comment session to ensure equity in
the process. Executive Director Michelle Vilchez set out the expectations of the
meeting for community participants to follow. They would have two minutes to
share their experiences, comments and questions respectfully. José López,
Manager of Facilitation Services, helped Michelle track participant’s time and
issued polls throughout the event. The first poll he took gauged who was in the
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audience finding that out of the 100 audience members, 53% lived in San
Mateo and 28% lived and worked in San Mateo.

Many voices were heard throughout the dialogue session with varying
perspectives. The questions and comments shared were used to help inform
the San Mateo Police Department budget discussions and will help shape
policy and future city services. The answers to the questions asked during the
session have been provided online. With a focus on inclusion and accessibility,
the August 18th episode of Real Talk San Mateo at 6 pm will feature youth
perspectives and seniors will have a dedicated opportunity to be heard in
September.

Impacts of COVID-19 on Youth
There’s no doubt that the spring 2020
school semester was put into disarray
when the pandemic shut down
schools across the nation. Educators
and students had to find new ways to
connect since meeting in person was
no longer allowed. PCRC pivoted its
administered programs like the
Central County Prevention
Partnership (CCPP) in conjunction
with San Mateo County Health
Behavioral Health and Recovery
Services. CCPP youth participants
who advocate for reduced youth
access to drugs and alcohol were
scheduled to make presentations
about their work at a community
event. Since the event couldn’t take
place and considering the many
changes they endured at the end of
the school year, they decided to hold
a virtual dialogue to address the
impacts COVID-19 has had on youth
and education providers.

Read More

PCRC & Partner Events
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The nonprofit sector needs resilient and knowledgeable leaders to deliver
integral services, especially now, amid COVID-19 related challenges and the
subsequent impact of the pandemic. The intensive Boot Camp is a 4-day, not-
for-credit certificate course for new executives, managers, and emerging
professionals from the nonprofit sector.

CEN Nonprofit Leadership Certificate Boot Camp
Starts August 18, 2020

More Information

This training provides guidelines for leaders on how to support yourself, others
and systems in times of crisis. This can be particularly impactful as leaders set
the stage for how organizations respond and how staff are affected. We will be
covering the 4 phases of a pandemic (specific focus on leadership supports in
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each phase) and applying the 5 C's to leadership in the pandemic response
phase.

Register Here
Mon, August 24, 2020

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM PDT

Donate to PCRC Today

 ‌  ‌  ‌  ‌
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