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Sunday, June 28, 2026 – The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Now that it is summer, we are more likely to take walks outside. And on those walks, the observations we make 

can vary, encompassing great beauty and tragedy in a single stroll. The entire spectrum of the world can present 

itself during that time. Let's explore the long walk that Abraham and Isaac took. 
 

 

*Indicates an invitation to stand in spirit or posture, as able. 

 

The Prelude "Ode to Joy" offered by the MLUMC Summer Band 

                  

*Opening Hymn “God will take care of you” (vv.1-3) UMH 130 
 

*The Greeting & Call to Worship 

  ℣ The Lord be with you. 

 ℟ And also with you. 

  ℣ When our way seems unclear, and we are surrounded by loud and conflicting voices… 

 ℟ God will provide. 

  ℣ When we, like Abraham, are trying to be faithful and seem to have no good choices available to us…  

 ℟ God will provide. 

  ℣ When we, like Isaac, are led by those we trust into unjust and harmful situations… 

 ℟ God will provide. 

  ℣ Family in Christ, we gather today to worship God,  

who meets us in places of fear, confusion, and despair. 

 ℟ We gather to worship God, who provides a way toward abundant life  

when no way can be found. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

*Opening Prayer 

Said by all, with one voice. 

 

 Lord, the hearts of all turn to You in hope;  

and You give them what they need.  

We, too, turn to You again, longing to be filled— 

to drink from Your life-giving streams, to taste Your goodness and live.  

May the time we spend together in Your presence  nourish our hearts and minds;  

may it strengthen our relationship with You,  

and renew our commitment to live in this world as Your faithful disciples. 

Amen. 



*Silent Prayer 
 

*Response “God will take care of you” (v.4) UMH 130 

 

A Message for Young Disciples (10:45 am)      
 

As the young disciples gather at the front of the church, all sing: 
 

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshipping throng. 

Water, God's word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong. 
 

The young disciples (school-age children) then depart the sanctuary for Kids Praise. Teachers will lead them back to the 

sanctuary prior to the conclusion of the service. Nursery is available for younger children; please see an usher for directions. 

 

The First Lesson A Reading from Genesis  

 GEN. 22: 1-14 

      After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 

am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah 

and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So 

Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with 

him and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering and set out and went to the place in 

the distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place 

far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will 

go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 

     Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself 

carried the fire and the knife. And the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father 

Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, 

but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb 

for a burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them walked on together. 

     When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid 

the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. Then 

Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called 

to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not 

lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, since you 

have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, 

caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 

offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide,” as it is said to 

this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

 



*The Sequence Hymn “Receive the Master in the Guest” (vv.1-3) Mt. 10:40-42 

Tune: KINGSFOLD  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Second Lesson A Reading from the Epistle to the Church in Rome  

ROM. 6:12-23 

      Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. No longer 

present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as 

those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 

instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under 

law but under grace. What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? 

By no means! Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you 

are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which 

leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have become 

obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted and that you, 

having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. I am speaking in human 

terms because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to 



impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your members as 

slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification. 

     When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what fruit did you 

then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. But 

now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to 

sanctification, and the end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Lector: This is the word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

*The Sequence Hymn “Receive the Master in the Guest” (v.4) 

inserted on previous page 

 

The Pastoral Prayer & The Lord's Prayer 

Said by all, with one voice. 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

 for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen.  

           

The Sermon “The Long Walk” Mr. Seitz 

  

*The Sign of Peace 
 

 Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 

The people are now invited to share signs of peace with their fellow members of Christ's body. 

Extended conversation would ideally and most appropriately be reserved until the end of the service. 

 

Announcements  

At the Offertory  

   The Offertory Hymn (8:30 am) “He leadeth me” UMH 128 

   The Anthem (10:45 am)  The Gift of Love trad., arr. H. Hopson 

  

*The Doxology & Prayer of Dedication UMH 94 
 

 



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving            This morning’s communion setting is found at UMH 24 
 

 ℣ The Lord be with you. 

℟ And also with you. 

 ℣ Lift up your hearts. 

℟ We lift them up to the Lord. 

 ℣ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

℟ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
   

The pastor continues in prayer, and concludes with the following words: 
 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord,  

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory: 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is the one who comes  

in the name of the Lord:  

Hosanna in the highest! 
  

 

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; Christ has risen; Christ will come again.  
  

 

The pastor continues in prayer, and concludes with the following words: 
 

… all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  

Amen! 
 

Giving of the Bread & Cup 

 Hymn during Communion "Come to the Table of Grace" W&S 3168  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer following Communion  
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

You have graciously accepted us as living members  

     of your son our savior Jesus Christ, 

    and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his body and blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve You 

with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*The Sending Hymn "Give to the winds thy fears" UMH 129 
 

*The Dismissal & Postlude 

 ℣.  Let us bless the Lord. 

 ℟.  Thanks be to God. 



 
  

Prayer Concerns 
 

Friends and loved ones of Clark Remington, who recently passed from this life to life eternal. 

Friends and loved ones of David Barber, son of Gloria Barber, who recently passed from this life to life eternal. 

Gayle Radnich, who received a recent diagnosis of a health condition. 

Gary Henry,  undergoing cancer treatment. 

Norma Buhrman, enduring serious illness. 

For those serving their country or community as first responders or in the armed forces, especially: 
SPC Russell Dale - CPT Shaun Hay - LTC Azizi Wesmiller - LTC Matthew Wesmiller 
2LT Keith Cable - LTC Zachary Allen Finch - CPL Wyatt Hoover 
 

We pray for victims of violence in our nation and around the world.  
 

This week, we remember and pray for Christ’s body throughout the world, especially remembering this week the church in 
Kenya and Tanzania.  (Prayer Cycle of the World Council of Churches). 

 

 

Leaders in Worship this Morning  
 

 

  MR .  STECKER (8:30 AM)  AND STACEY ROSLECK (10:45AM) ,  LECTOR S  

THE MLUMC  SUMM ER CHUR CH BAND   

 

THE CH OIR OF THE MT .  LEBANON UNITED METHODIST CH URCH   

MR .  A.  M ITCHELL V.  STECKER ,  D IR ECTOR OF MUSIC &  ORGANIST  

MR. DAVID SEITZ, PREACHER AND PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

 

THE REV 'D THOM AS Q.  STR ANDBURG ,  SENIOR PASTOR   

__________________________________ ____________________  
 

The altar flowers this morning given by  

 Donna Chesleigh  

to the Glory of God and in honor of  

the 25 th  Anniversary of  

 Donna & Alan Chesleigh’s Wedding.  
 

To provide f lowers for a  future service of  worship,  please cal l  the church off ice  

at 412-531-7131, or use the form linked through the QR code below.  

 

 


