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Sunday, April 19, 2026 – Easter III 
 

Long pilgrimages like the Camino de Santiago remind us that walking changes us. It’s not just about the destination, but 

what happens along the way: the conversations, discoveries and inner shifts of the heart. Which is why it’s no surprise that, 

in Luke 24, we meet two disciples slowly discovering that the risen Christ has been beside them all along. 
 

 

 

*Indicates an invitation to stand in spirit or posture, as able. 

 

 

The Prelude I. from Twelve Voluntaries for the Organ, Op. 6 Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) 

 

As the prelude begins, all are humbly asked to conclude any conversation and make use of this 

moment of quietude to prepare your hearts and minds for the worship of Almighty God.  

                  

The Introit (10:45) Teach us, Good Lord Harvey Gaul (1881-1945) 
 

Teach us, Good Lord, to serve thee as thou deserv’st: 

to fight and not to heed the wounds, to give and not to count the cost, to toil and not to seek for rest, 

to labor and not to ask for any reward, save that of knowing that we do thy will. Amen. 

 

All rise, in body or spirit, at the sound of the chimes. 

 

*Opening Hymn “On the day of Resurrection” (vv.1-4) UMH 309 
 

* The Greeting & Call to Worship 
 

  ℣ The Lord be with you. 

 ℟ And also with you. 

  ℣ Come, let us walk with one another as the disciples did.  

Let us journey together as we tell God’s story in song and proclamation. 

 ℟ Let us ponder what we have seen and heard, what we know to be true,  

and what we hope beyond hope is real. 

  ℣ Let us walk, that our minds might be clear, our hearts open, and our spirits renewed. 

 ℟ Behold, God journeys with us; Jesus walks beside us.  

May the Spirit give us eyes to see the risen Christ! 

 

 

 

 

  



*Opening Prayer 

Said by all, with one voice. 
 

 Merciful Savior, too often our eyes are as dim as those of the two disciples who 

walked to Emmaus. You stand in our very midst, but we are unaware and 

disconnected. We sit with you at the dinner table but look right past you. You 

speak to us, but our hearing is dull. We read the Scriptures, but we fail to 

understand. Lord, we want to know you, to see you, to hear your Word to us and 

to apply it to our lives. Open our hearts and minds, we pray; speak to us through 

your Spirit so this Word, as it is read and proclaimed, penetrates us with the 

truth of your resurrection power. Amen. 
 

*Silent Prayer & Response  
 

“On the day of Resurrection” (vv.5-6) UMH 309 

A Message for Young Disciples (10:45 am)      

 

As the young disciples gather at the front of the church, all sing: 
 

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshipping throng. 

Water, God's word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong. 
 

The young disciples (school-age children) then depart the sanctuary for Kids Praise. Teachers will lead them back to the sanctuary 

prior to the conclusion of the service. Nursery is available for younger children; please see an usher for directions. 
 

The First Lesson A Reading from the First Epistle of Peter 

 1 PET. 1:17-23 

      If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s 

work, live in fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from 

the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or 

gold but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 

He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the 

ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the 

dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. 
 

     Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 

genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born 

anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word 

of God. 
 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

 



 

*Hymn “Camina pueblo de Dios”/”Walk on, O people of God”  UMH 305 

 

  

*The Second Lesson A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 

LK. 24:13-35 

   

      Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 

seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had 

happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 

with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What 

are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 

Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 

Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He 

asked them, “What things?”  

 

       They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in 

deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 

handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he 

was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 

things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 

tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there they came back and 

told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of 

those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but 

they did not see him.”  

 

       Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all 

that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 

things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 

interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

 

       As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 

were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost 

evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was 

at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their 

eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight.  



       They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking 

to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up 

and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 

together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 

Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to 

them in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Lector: This is the word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Pastoral Prayer & The Lord's Prayer 

Said by all, with one voice. 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

 for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen.  

           

The Sermon “Traveling Companion” Rev. Strandburg 

           

*The Affirmation of Faith UMH 882 

All are invited to stand, in spirit or in posture, and to face the altar as the affirmation of faith is recited. 

 

Pastor:  Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true church, apostolic and 

universal, whose holy faith let us now declare: 

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



*The Sign of Peace 
 

 ℣. The peace of Christ be with you. 

 ℟. And also with you. 

 

The people are now invited to share signs of peace with their fellow members of Christ's body. 

Extended conversation would ideally and most appropriately be reserved until the end of the service. 

 

Announcements  

 

At the Offertory  

   The Offertory Hymn (8:30 am) 

 

  “We've a story to tell to the nations” UMH 569 

   The Anthem (10:45 am)  God's Peace Trad. American, arr. C.J. Adams,  

text: Marva Dawn 

  

*The Doxology & Prayer of Dedication UMH 94 

 

*The Sending Hymn "Come, O thou traveler unknown" UMH 386 

 

*The Dismissal 

 ℣.  Let us bless the Lord. 

 ℟.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*The Benediction & Recessional  
 

The people remain in place until  the al tar party has retired.  

 

The Postlude XIII. from Twelve Voluntaries for the Organ Samuel Wesley 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Concerns  

 

 

The family and loved ones of Don Langston, who passed from this life this week. 

Rob Spicher, recovering from surgery. 

John David Nigon, brother to Holly Schultz, recently hospitalized at Allegheny General. 

Clark Remington, recovering from recent hospitalization. 

David Barber, son of Gloria Barber,  suffering from cancer. 

Gary Henry,  undergoing cancer treatment. 

The Rev’d Deborah Ackley-Killian, undergoing cancer treatment. 

Norma Buhrman, enduring serious illness. 

 For those serving their country or community as first responders or in the armed forces, especially: 

 

SPC Russell Dale - CPT Shaun Hay - LTC Azizi Wesmiller - LTC Matthew Wesmiller 

2LT Keith Cable - LTC Zachary Allen Finch - CPL Wyatt Hoover 

 

 
 

We pray for victims of violence in our nation and around the world.  
 

This week, we remember and pray for Christ’s body throughout the world, especially remembering this week the 

church in Belarus, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine.  (Prayer Cycle of the World Council of Churches). 

 

Please remember the special concerns of those in our community and throughout our world in your personal prayer 

life throughout the week. If you wish to solicit prayers from the congregation for any matter (health, travel, special 

concerns, etc.), please contact the church office to have your concern added to the prayer list. 

 
 

 

 

Leaders in Worship this Morning  

 

 

  
ASHER WAR D AND TEDDY ALEX AN DER ,  ACOLY TES  

GLEN CONNELL ,  CR OSS BEAR ER  

  JOETA D'ESTE (8:30 AM)  AND DERICK FLORIAN (10:45AM) ,  LECTOR S    

 

THE CH OIR OF THE MT .  LEBANON UNITED METHODIST CH URCH   

MR .  A.  M ITCHELL V.  STECKER ,  D IR ECTOR OF MUSIC &  ORGANIST   

THE REV 'D THOM AS Q.  STR ANDBURG ,  SENIOR PASTOR   

 

 

 

__________________________________ ____________________  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers this morning given  

to the Glory of God and in tribute to  

Bill Lowe  

in celebration of the end of the filing season; 

thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To provide f lowers for a  future service of  worship,   

please call  the church off ice at 412 -531-7131,  

or use the form linked through the QR code below.  

 

 
 


