
St. Davids-Queenston United Church 
November 30, 2025, Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost   

First Sunday of Advent  
 

Land Acknowledgement 
There were people here long before we came to live on this land as settlers and descendants of settlers. We acknowledge 
these many Nations of Indigenous people who first lived and currently live here. We give thanks to this land, the territory(s) 
of these Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples. We do this to acknowledge our responsibility to enhance and promote 
peace among all who now share this land, as well as good stewardship of it and its resources. 

 
(* Please stand up as you are able) 
 
GATHERING AND MUSICAL PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS)  
 
*OPENING HYMN: # VU 31 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 
                                               
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  
Voice 1: O come, all you faithful ones! It is time to begin the journey to Bethlehem. It is time to get ready 
for something wonderful...someONE wonderful!       The days are surely coming! 
 
Voice 2: Amidst the struggles of today, amidst the pressures and anxiety, we live in hope. And hope 
lives in us, because we have heard the promise of God and we believe. We believe that peace, joy and 
love can be born anew in our world!    The days are surely coming! 
 
Voice 3: We light the first candle in our Advent Wreath, the candle of hope. (the candle of hope is lit) 
Small, like the very first glow of dawn on the horizon, it speaks to the promise of a new day, a new way 
of living together in harmony with each other and the earth. 
The days are surely coming! 
 
Voice 1, 2, 3: We begin our advent journey, guided by the light of hope! See here, the stable in 
Bethlehem, where the animals await the arrival of the Holy Family. 
 
Introit: VU 60 O Come All Ye Faithful, verse 1 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Come, people of God, let us wait patiently together. 
Let us await the coming of Messiah. 
Let us listen for God’s word, seeking God’s promise, opening ourselves to it. Let us bless and worship 
God!  
Let us bless and worship God! 
 
GATHERING PRAYER 
Gentle Creator, who travels beside us and dwells among us, we gather in this community to feel your 
embrace.  
We are waiting in joyful anticipation for the arrival of your son, God-Made-Flesh. Ready our 
hearts for the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love that arrives with Jesus. Open our senses to 
your messages today, to feel your grace weaving between us and drawing us closer to you and 
to each other.  
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As we prepare for worship, we raise to you the prayer your son taught us, “Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kin’dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
Kin’dom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.”  
 
ST. DAVIDS-QUEENSTON UNITED CHURCH  
MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Welcoming all to:  Gather in God’s Grace,  
Grow in Christian Faith and  
Go in Community Service. 

 
SACRED MUSIC: ‘When Emmanuel Has Come’ 
 
LEARN TOGETHER: # VU 577 “I’ve Got Peace like a River” 
(Youth and Children’s time)  
 

I’ve got peace like a river*, I’ve got peace like a river*, 
I’ve got peace like a river* in-a my soul. I’ve got peace like a river*, 
I’ve got peace like a river*, I’ve got peace like a river* in-a my soul. 

2, love like an ocean, 3, joy like a fountain   
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7 
                                        Mark 13:29-33 
 
This is the Word of God for the people of God      Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON: “The Hope of the Watchful Heart!” 
 
* HYMN: # VU 28 “Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness”   
 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
(please see the insert paper) 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: VU #55 “In The Bleak Midwinter” 

What can I give him? Poor as I am. If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb. If I were a Wiseman I would do my part. 

Yet what I can I give him. Give my heart. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER:   
God, our strength and salvation, we glorify your name. With acts of joyous delight, we show 
others your timeless grace. Our offerings are presented, knowing that those who are grieving, 
those who are hungry, and those who are hopeful will be 
served. May all that we are and all that we give reflect your great joy! Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN # VU 18 “There's a Voice in the Wilderness”  
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COMMISSIONING AND VESPER  

The word we have been given this day is hope. May we carry hope on our journey throughout this 
week, the hope we have encountered and 
experienced in this place. May we offer the vision of hope to all we meet. May we share the blessing 
that we have received, this day and always. Amen.   
 

Go now in peace, never be afraid, 
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day; 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, 

Know he will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe, 

Reach out to others so all the world can see; 
God will be there, watching from above, 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. Amen 
 
* PIANO POSTLUDE  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the CE hall following the Worship service this morning. 
 
A Journey Through Advent 2025: Nov 30(Sun) ~ Dec 24(Wed). 2025, Join us this Advent season as we 
anticipate the celebration of Christ’s birth. Each Sunday, we will light a candle of Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love, culminating in the lighting of the Christ Candle on Christmas Eve. 
 
Upcoming dates to note 
November 30th - 1st Sunday of Advent, Communion will be served. 
December 7th - White Gift and Mitten Tree Sunday 
December 14th - Blue Christmas service during morning service 
December 14th - Christmas Candlelight Service led by the choir at 7:00 PM 
December 24th - Christmas Eve service 
 
White Gift and Mitten Tree Sunday: Dec 7 (Sun), Please remember to bring your White Gift offerings to 
decorate the mitten tree! Thank you for your generous hearts! 
 
Christmas Party and Movie for Sunday School & Youth: Dec 7(Sun), Get ready for some Christmas fun! 
Our Sunday School and Youth Group will celebrate with tree decorating, a party and a trip to the theater 
to see a Christmas movie. To help us with planning and ticket purchases, please RSVP by Dec 3rd , 
2025(Wed). 
 
Secret Angel Caroling: Dec 16(Tues), 1:00 pm, You are invited to join our Christmas caroling! If you 
would like to be part of the Angels, please contact Rev. Baek or the Spiritual Care Committee. 
 
The UCW will be having their Christmas meeting/luncheon on December 3 at the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Golf Club at 1 pm.  All women are welcome.  Please let Mary Harrison know if you are able to attend.  
All attendees will be responsible for the cost of their own lunch. 
 
The final Beef on a Bun for 2025 will be held Friday, December 12.  Please plan to attend for good food, 
fellowship and cards. 
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The annual Memorial Poinsettia fundraiser begins today.  If you would like to dedicate a poinsettia in 
memory of a loved one, please see Sandra Macdonald.  The donations received fund the flowers placed 
on the altar for our weekly services, as well as the Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas decor. The “In 
Loving Memory” insert will be published with the December 21st bulletin. 
 
Celebrate the joy of the season with the Queenston Women’s Chorus at their annual festive holiday 
concert.  Swing into Christmas on Sunday, December 7 at 3:00 pm at Trillium United Church (415 
Linwell Road, St. Catharines).  Enjoy an afternoon filled with sparkling harmonies, lively rhythms, carol 
singing and heartwarming holiday favourites - perfect for getting into the Christmas spirit!  After the 
concert, join the chorus for a complimentary reception featuring seasonal treats and good cheer.  
Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for students, available at the door or in advance.  All net proceeds 
will support Newark Neighbours and the NFPA Scholarship Fund, helping to spread the spirit of giving 
throughout our community. 
 
All Committee Chairpersons are requested to provide their committee annual report to the office to 
commence compilation of the church annual report. Reports should be submitted by December 31.  
 
Thank you to Elma Gardner for being the greeter, Melanie Kelch for being the worship leader, Enoch 
Cho for leading the Sunday School, Lisa Brillon and the choir for their musical contribution, the ladies 
in the Kitchen for preparing coffee and goodies for the coffee hour and to Allen Zhang/Bill Utting/Steve 
Hardaker for livestreaming the Worship Service this morning. 
 
Continuing prayers have been requested for Jim Gates, Bob Kerr, Jim Griffiths, Matt Jones, Mary Buttle, 
Ivy Evans, Roy and Jennie Harwood, Michael Antoniuk, Sandi Sinclair, Ginny Slingerland, Elizabeth 
Whan and Anthony Logan Siconolfi. 
 
Continuing prayers have also been requested for Marcia Tyrell. 
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