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Our Mission: With respect, cooperation, and joy, through acts of love  
that build each other up, we seek to share the light of Christ 

as a Beacon from our corner in East Hamilton 
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                  Laidlaw Memorial United Church  

 

                        Worship with us In Person, or by Livestream on YouTube, search “Laidlaw Live” 
               

Friday, April 3, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. 
Livestream URL: https://youtube.com/live/4m6j-Tmemkc        

The Livestream is Licenced for Copyright under: 

C.C.L.I. Church Streaming and Podcast Licence CSPL028178; C.C.L.I. Church Copyright Licence 2585699 

Worship in Person, or Live from Laidlaw on YouTube!  
Please Log in to Chat; or send a text to 905-547-2021—Request a prayer, send your greetings, light a candle! 

 

 
 

Don’t Forget to ‘Like Us’ on YouTube!  ‘Subscribe’ and get notified of upcoming livestreams! 
If you are online or in Person, please consider making an offering in one of two ways: 

send an Interac e-transfer to ‘laidlawuc@bellnet.ca’ or press the ‘On-Line Donation’ button  
at www.laidlawchurch.ca Thank you for your support! 

 

Ministers: All who follow Jesus Christ! 

Musician: Steve McRae, B. Mus, A.R.C.T., Dipl. A.A. 

Minister: Rev. Douglas C. Moore, B.Th., B.A. (Phil), M.Div. 
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Welcome and Announcements 
God Gathers Us Together 

Chimes and Candles Call              

Call to Worship                                              
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

We have come to look upon the one whom we have pierced. 

When Jesus knew that all was finished, he gave up his spirit.  In anguish, Jesus saw the light of God. 

They did not break his legs; he was already dead. Instead, they pierced his side, and blood and water came out. 

Jesus died, trusting God to redeem his spirit. Christ is the source of eternal salvation for all who follow him. 

Opening Hymn                                                                                                                                                 663 
My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

1. My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Saviour divine. 

  Now hear me while I pray;  take all my guilt away. O let me from this day be wholly thine. 

2. While life's dark maze I tread, and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide, 

bid darkness turn to day;  wipe sorrow's tears away; nor let me ever stray from thee aside. 

3. May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire.   

As thou hast died for me, O may my love to thee pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire. 

Prayer of Approach and Confession (Unison) 

Creator God, you act to save us. In truth, with grace, you come among us in steadfast love and mercy.  Even in 

terror and anguish, the light of your love calls us to turn to you in hope. 

We confess:  We turn away.  We reject you.  We are filled with terror when we see suffering and anguish.  We turn 

away, hunker down and hoard, when we should help one another.  In acting this way, we turn away from your 

eternal light and set aside saving grace. 

Forgive us, God!  Show us what is good and evil, that we may seek healing and peace.  In Jesus, save and redeem 

our lives in love and hope.  By your Spirit call us together in love and redeeming deeds, Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace 
He was despised, rejected by others—a man of suffering.  He was afflicted; but did not complain. 

In his anguish the light of God’s eternal salvation shines. Who could imagine his future?  Agony to perfect peace. 

Anthem                                                                                                                                                                    
Why Does My Saviour Weep? 

Words and Music: Patrick M. Leibergen 

We Hear God’s Word 

Lesson from the Hebrew Bible 
 Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (Hebrew Testament, page 683) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

Psalm Response                                                                                                                                             Tune: HOLLINGSIDE 7777D    

 Psalm 22:1-4, 5-7, 14-15, 17-19, 23-31 (adapted) 

1. God, my God, why have you gone?  Why am I forsaken here? Why is your help far away?  

Far from all my tears and pain? O my God, to you I cry; day by day; with no response! 

Night by night I find no rest, yet you are enthroned on praise! 

2. To you, God, our families prayed, and you then delivered them! But I am a worm to you;  

I am not a human child; Scorned by others, and despised, all who see me mock at me;  

They make mouths and shake their heads; they refuse to help my cause. 

3. I’m poured out like water, LORD, all my bones are out of joint, My heart melts within my breast,  

my mouth dries like broken clay, I can’t even speak a word, in the dust of death I lay, 

They cast lots, divide my clothes, be not far away, O LORD! 

4. You who fear the LORD give praise! Give God glory, every child! Stand in awe of God, all slaves!   

God does not despise your pain! God did never hide from me, but heard when I cried to Him! 

God gives us a song of praise when the congregation’s here! 

5. I will pay my vows to God; I will help the poor to eat, Those who seek the LORD, our God,  

may you live forever more! All the earth! Remember God! All the deeds that God has done! 

Turn to God all families!  Every nation, worship God! 

6. All dominion is our God’s! The LORD rules in every state! All who sleep in graves will bow;  

all who live will live for God! Those to come will serve God too, they’ll be told of all God’s deeds! 

They’ll tell those as yet unborn: “God will save, for God has saved!” 
Adapted from the Scripture and set in metre by Rev. Doug Moore. 



Lesson from the Gospel 
 John 18:1-27 (New Testament, page 112) 

The Gospel of Christ.  Praise to you, O Christ! 

Gospel Hymn                                                                                                                                                               133 
Go to Dark Gethsemane 

1. Go to dark Gethsemane,  you that feel the tempter's power; your Redeemer's conflict see;   

watch with him one bitter hour; turn not from his grief away: learn from him to watch and pray. 
 

2. See him at the judgement hall, beaten, bound, reviled, arraigned; see him meekly bearing all; 

 love to all his soul sustained. Shun not suffering, shame, or loss: learn from Christ to bear the cross. 
 

3. Calvary's mournful mountain view;  there the Lord of glory see, made a sacrifice for you,  

dying on the accursed tree. 'It is finished,' hear his cry: trust in Christ and learn to die. 

Lesson from the Gospel 
 John 18:28-19:16a (New Testament, page 112) 
The Gospel of Christ.  Praise to you, O Christ! 

Gospel Hymn                                                                                                                                                  152 
There is a Green Hill Far Away 

1. There is a green hill far away,  outside a city wall, where the dear Lord was crucified, who died to save us all. 

2.We may not know, we cannot tell what pains he had to bear; but we believe it was for us he hung and suffered there. 
 

3. There was no other good enough to pay the price of sin; his death has opened wide the gate of heaven, to let us in. 
 

4. O dearly, dearly has he loved,  and we must love him too, and trust in his redeeming blood, and try his works to do. 
 

Lesson from the Gospel 
 John 19:16b-42 (New Testament, page 113) 

The Gospel of Christ.  Praise to you, O Christ! 

Meditation 

They Did Not Break His Legs 
Gospel Hymn                                                                                                                                                  149 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss; and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ, my God: 

all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

3. See from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small: 

love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to Communion 
Communion will be served to you in the pew for In-Person worship, if you are online, gather bread and wine! 

Communion Hymn                                                                                                                            333  

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, (vs. 1-2) 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down,  

fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 
 

2. Come, almighty to deliver;  let us all thy grace receive; 

suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

Greeting 
The Lord be with you!   And Also with you! 

Lift up your hearts!  We lift them up to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!   

It is right to give God thanks and praise! 
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Words of Institution for the Bread and Wine 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Bread and Wine 
Almighty God, you do not despise those in pain and anguish.  In the simplicity of sharing bread and wine, you show 

us the depths of obedience and love, and their power to save and redeem.  In this bread we see the body of Jesus 

broken.  In this wine, we see the blood of Jesus spilled.  We receive Holy Communion.  In these days, we cannot 

imagine the future.  We imagine darkness, but you bring light and knowledge.  In Christ, you give us the source 

of eternal salvation.  h[yfooiOAh  Save us, we pray! 

There is, already, enough pain and anguish in this world.  Give us grace, that we may break no more bones.  In 

deep love and in obedience, let us offer ourselves freely and fully to do something good in this world; or not do 

something that puts others in danger, that we may sympathize, and boldly seek grace, mercy, and healing.  Μαρανα 

θά!  Come quickly, Lord Jesus!   

All glory and honour belong to you!  In communion with you and each other, let us begin to see a future we could 

never have imagined—forgiveness, grace, salvation, healing, being together again, and peace.  Give us a song of 

praise and joy; let us honour you, now and always, Amen. 
Communion will be served to you in the pews, please wait and we will partake together. 

The Lord's Prayer (unison) 

We Respond to God's Word 

Prayers of the People 

Invitation to Christian Life and Generosity 

Offertory                                                                                    

The Old Rugged Cross 

Doxology                                                                                                                                                                            544  

In gratitude and humble trust, we bring our best today to serve your cause and share your love with all along life's way.   

O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ, your Son, teach us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done. 

Dedication Prayer 

In Jesus’ Name We Go to Serve 

Closing Hymn                                                                                                                                                     333    
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (vs. 3) 

3. Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation  perfectly restored in thee, 

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

Benediction 
 Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 (New Testament, page 220) 

This is the Witness of the Church.  Thanks be to God! 

Commissioning and Benediction 

Choral Response                                                                                                                                                 283      
God is the One whom we seek together, God is the Life which is part of us all; 

God is the Truth and the mark of mystery, God is the Love and the Joy that makes us whole. 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
The Peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you! 

 
 

 

                Join us for Coffee Hour!  
                      At 10 a.m. before Worship and after Worship  
                            There is Coffee, Tea, cookies, conversation and games in the gym! 

                         Everyone is Welcome! 
                                     Celebratory Cakes are always welcomed at Coffee Hour! 
                                         If someone you love or admire needs a celebration, bring a cake! 



Announcements 
OFFICE HOURS:  Regular Office Hours for Rev. Doug will continue Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays, 9 a.m. 

till noon!  Rev. Doug is ‘on call’, so, if there is a need for pastoral care anytime, call 905 547 2021!  Coffee is on 

during office hours; you are always welcome to come by!  We appreciate lots of help!  Rev. Doug, now officially ‘half 

time’ will now consider Mondays and Fridays a ‘day off’.  You may always call if there is an urgent need! 

Meeting at Laidlaw: Phoenix AA (Wed 7 p.m.), Al Anon (Thurs 10 a.m.) and Narc Anon (Thurs noon) 

This Week at Laidlaw 
Sunday, April 5, 2026: HOT CROSS BUNS and Coffee at 10 a.m.  

Worship With Us at Laidlaw—EASTER CELEBRATION, Sunday, April 5, 2026, at 11 a.m. “Do Not Be Afraid!” Steve 

McRae is at the keyboards.  Bring the children to Church! —there are activities for the children every Sunday.  Easter 

Sunday, we will enjoy Hot Cross Buns at 10 a.m., and there will be no coffee hour after worship!  Livestream at 
https://youtube.com/live/CcrIp_P8adQ     

Office Hours!  Tuesday, April 7, 2026, 9 a.m. till noon, coffee will be on, help is appreciated! 

Wednesday Office Hours! Wednesday, April 8, 2026, 9 a.m. till noon!  Coffee is on, help is welcomed! 

Thursday Office hours!  Thursday, April 9, 2026, 9 a.m. till noon!  We will get the bulletin and church ready for Sunday, 

and set up for Open Mic and Bingo.  

Rhyme, Rhythm & Reason the open mic for writers…all writers!  Thursday, April 9, 2026, 7-9 p.m. at Laidlaw!  Do 

you write songs, poetry, stories, fiction, pretty much anything?  This is your open mic!  And if you would like to just 

listen—it’s a great night for that too!  Refreshments available at modest prices!  For more info, email anyamodel@yahoo.ca 

BINGO! Saturday, April 11, 2026, doors open at noon, Bingo at 1:00 p.m.  Lunch will be available!  Join us!  Bigger 

Prizes!  10 games for $10, with a $20 prize, two half and half specials, the first for $2, the second for $3.  Children are 

welcome to play if they have a parent or guardian with them!  

RECITAL with Borys and Olivia’s students, Saturday, April 11, 2026 a 6 p.m. 

Worship With Us at Laidlaw—SECOND SUNDAY of EASTER, Sunday, April 12, 2026, at 11 a.m. “Blessed Doubt” 

Olivia Brown is at the keyboards.  Bring the children to Church! —there are activities for the children every Sunday.  Join 

us for Coffee Hour before worship at 10 a.m., and after worship, with games in the gym!  Livestream at 
https://youtube.com/live/ZnVEm2aBpMk      

WOW! BERTHA WOOD is turning 90!  Sunday, April 12, 2026, 2-4 p.m., a drop in party at Meadowlands Retirement 

Community, in the main floor Craft Kitchen Room, 1248 Mohawk Road, Ancaster.  Best wishes only, please!  If you 

would like to join a group of us from Laidlaw, let Rev. Doug know, and we will RSVP, as requested.  If you can’t come, 

a greeting sent to berthamwood36@gmail.com would be a welcome substitute! 

Upcoming Events 
 

Laidlaw Church Council Meeting, Sunday, April 19, 2026, at 1 p.m. in the Stew Hamilton Room.  Welcome to the new 

members of Council! 

FAMILY FRIENDLY MOVIE NIGHT, Angel Pictures ‘DAVID’ Friday, April 17, 2026, doors open at 6 p.m., movie 

starts 6:30 p.m. Wii, food and drink for sale—and POPCORN! —Fun for all—bring your family! 

Wendy and Peter would be delighted if you and your significant other are able to attend a Belated 90th Birthday 

celebration for Peter on Sunday, April 26th 2026 from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. at Laidlaw Memorial United Church, 155 

Ottawa St. North (at the corner of Ottawa and Cannon Streets) Parking: South of the church, plus overflow parking at L.G. 

Wallace Funeral Home,151 Ottawa St. N., next door.  For those with mobility issues there is a ramp on the south side of 

the church next to the parking area to gain entrance into the church at 2 p.m. the PETER BANTING Swingtet will perform.  

Refreshments will be served. Please, no cards, or gifts.  Just bring best wishes, hugs and kisses. 

  R.S.V.P.   to     wendysbanting@bell.net  or peter.banting@sympatico.ca or (905) 972-0077 before Thursday, April 16 

The ‘The Women of Laidlaw’ will gather! Monday, April 27, 2026, at noon!  All women of the church are welcome to 

join us!  Bring your knitting if you like, conversations, working on helping with events at Laidlaw, and Rev. Doug will 

make lunch! 

THE ACOUSTICS in Concert Friday, May 1, 2026, 7 till 9 p.m. at Laidlaw! Tickets are $10 in advance by calling 519 

732-2542, or $15 at the door!  See the details at www.theacoustics.ca  

SEW Hungry Community Market Place at Laidlaw – Table Sale—Saturday May 9, 2026, Rent a table for $50.00, bring 

and sell your stuff, buy other people’s stuff, keep the money!  If you would like a table, go to the ‘Community’ tab on the 

church website—book your table soon!  The Ladies of Laidlaw will be serving meat pies, and there will be a half and 

half draw by Laidlaw at the event this year!  Come out and enjoy SEW Hungry this year!  See Carol if you would like 

to book a table for the sale! 
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PENNY SALE—Thanks for all the help and donations for the February Penny Sale!  The Next Penny Sale at Laidlaw 

will be Saturday May 30, 2026—we will need prizes!  We will also need baking for the sale—your donations are 

appreciated! Doors open at noon.  Draws will take place at 2 p.m.  Winners must be present at the draws!  There 

will be a Penny Table with 75 prizes, a Raffle Table with 25 big prizes, and a Half and Half Draw.  A children’s table 

ensures a prize for every child, there will be a Bake Table by the Women of Laidlaw, and our famous Laidlaw Food Table!  

Join us for lunch, bring a friend!  Your donations are needed!  Please give gift cards to Kathy Rodrique!  New items only 

(a rule under our License!)  Penny prizes $15-25; Raffle Prizes $35 and up.  Thanks! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

We appreciate help!  with supplies… We need regular coffee.  We have enough flour and Tenderflake Lard for now, 

thanks!  Speak to Carol or Kathi if you’d like to help with these fundraising efforts! 

The Women of Laidlaw make meat pies and shepherd’s pies. Ask about the next batch, and get yours!  Meat Pies are $7 

each, Shepherd’s Pies are $8 each!  A great meal at a great price!  Speak to Nancy Scaachi! 

OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2026 are at the back of the church today, please pick yours up!  If you would like to have 

offering Envelopes for 2026, we are happy to provide you with a set—speak to Rev. Doug! 

Offerings and Donations to Laidlaw Memorial United Church, 155 Ottawa Street North, Hamilton, Ontario, L8H 3Z2 

can by made by mail, Electronic donations can be made through Canada Helps, go to laidlawchurch.ca and click the 

“Donation” button (a form will pop up on our website, and allow you to make the donation without leaving the Laidlaw 

Website!); or by Interac E-transfer, use the church email address, laidlawuc@bellnet.ca (we have set this up for 

auto deposit, no password needed)!  Call the Church Office at 905 544 6536 if you would like to go on PAR, or have 

a set of offering envelopes.   Please note: Offerings through ‘Canada Helps’ are receipted separately by Canada Helps.  

Accessible Entrance:  Please see Rev. Doug if you would like to use one of the lifts, for safety and training purposes.  

Book Korner—$1 hardcovers, 50¢ softcovers, 25¢ magazines, children’s books, there are DVDs, they are $1 each!     

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS?  We have Tablet Computers, for those who need large print!  

Donation Box for Wesley Centre, etc.! Rose McGowan is making ‘kindness kits’ for men and women experiencing 

housing and health issues.  Hygiene products, towels, soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, etc., are needed!    

BUDGET NEWS!  We are truly blessed by the generosity of our members and friends, and the good people who 

attend events and fundraisers at Laidlaw.  Donations to the general fund are a great help, from those in person, and 

online!  We appreciate everyone doing what they can to help us meet the challenge!  You can help us in several ways.  

Participate and promote fundraising events at Laidlaw.  Helping with donations for events is a great help.  

Encourage people to come with you to Bingo, Penny Sales, Movie Nights, Concerts, and Sunday Worship.  Consider 

increasing or starting a regular monthly gift for the General Fund at Laidlaw by PAR (call the Church Office at 

905 544 6536).  We deeply appreciate when those who are gathering with us online also make a donation to help keep 

the Laidlaw Beacon shining!   Sincere thanks to everyone for their generosity!  If you would like Envelopes and 

don’t have a set, call the Church Office at 905 544 6536.    

GRANT PROGRESS: A Grant from the Ontario Anti-Hate Program has been confirmed for this season!  We will 

continue to improve the security at the church, including replacing the rest of the window coverings, as well as a new 

camera monitor in the church hall for those waiting for a ride!  We are grateful for this help from the Ontario Government!   

Presbytery Mission Council is helping to create the ‘Artword Studio at Laidlaw’ The studio is ready now—we are 

looking forward to welcoming events in the space in 2026!   
 

 
 

 



 

 


