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Welcome To Mount Vernon Baptist Church 
Announcements:  
 
- The elders have called a member meeting at 1:30 pm this afternoon. A packet has been made 
available at the Welcome Center for your review. We ask that one packet be picked up for each 
member family. We look forward to everyone joining us as we meet and hear more about what 
the Lord is doing in our church! 
- The February Missionary Prayer Guide is now available for you to pick up at the book stall. 
Please remember to pray daily for the spread of the gospel and the planting of local churches 
around the world. 
- Today's sermon is from 2 Samuel 24. Our bulletin is available on our web 
site, mvbaptist.church/bulletin . On our web site, you can submit prayer requests and give. You 
may worship through giving by placing your offering in the plates between the double doors 
just after worship. 
- Prior to today’s sermon, as part of our corporate confession of sin and assurance of pardon, we 
will take the Lord’s Supper. Elements are stacked in two small cups in the plates that will be 
passed by our elders and deacons. Remember that communion is for baptized believers in good 
standing with their local church. If you are not, refrain from taking communion today. We want 
to proclaim the gospel in everything we do. We want everyone here to be moved to the gospel. 
Our elders stand ready, eager, to talk with you about the gospel. 
 
Call to Worship:  
Psalm 33: 1-22 (ESV)  
 
1 Shout for joy in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the upright. 
2 Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre; make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! 
3 Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 
4 For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. 
6 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth 
all their host. 
7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps in storehouses. 
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 
10 The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the 
peoples. 
11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his 
heritage! 
13 The Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; 
14 from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, 
15 he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 
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16 The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great 
strength. 
17 The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it cannot rescue. 
18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his 
steadfast love, 
19 that he may deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine. 
20 Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 
21 For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 
22 Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 
 
Reading in Unison:  
Genesis 1: 20-25 (ESV) 
 
 20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.”  
21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with 
which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good.  
22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it 
was so.  
25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock 
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 
 
 

 
 
                  
 
    



 

 
        



 

 Scripture for Confession of Sin:  
John 15: 1-8 (ESV) 
 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  
2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.  
5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
6 If anyone does not abide in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  
7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you.  
8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
 
Assurance of Pardon:   
John 15: 9 (ESV)  
 

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 
 

 
 

 

 
  



 

Responsive Reading of Illumination: 
Hear three statements as our request for Illumination. You may respond to each by 
saying, “Amen.” 

1. Father of lights, shine the light of Christ into our minds and hearts through the 
preaching of Your Word. Drive away the darkness of sin by His gospel and 
conform us into His likeness so that we will shine His light into this dark world. 
Amen. 

2. Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept you Word. Silence in us any voices but your 
own, so that we may hear your Word and also do it; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

3. Gracious God, give us humble, teachable, and obedient hearts, that we may 
receive what you have revealed, and do what you have commanded. Amen. 

 

 
 

          
 



 

Sermon: Pastor Matt Watson 
2 Samuel 24: 1-25 
David’s Senseless Census 
 
1 Again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against 
them, saying, “Go, number Israel and Judah.” 2 So the king said to Joab, the commander 
of the army, who was with him, “Go through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to 
Beersheba, and number the people, that I may know the number of the people.” 3 But 
Joab said to the king, “May the Lord your God add to the people a hundred times as 
many as they are, while the eyes of my lord the king still see it, but why does my lord 
the king delight in this thing?” 4 But the king's word prevailed against Joab and the 
commanders of the army. So Joab and the commanders of the army went out from the 
presence of the king to number the people of Israel. 5 They crossed the Jordan and 
began from Aroer, and from the city that is in the middle of the valley, toward Gad and 
on to Jazer. 6 Then they came to Gilead, and to Kadesh in the land of the Hittites; and 
they came to Dan, and from Dan they went around to Sidon, 7 and came to the fortress 
of Tyre and to all the cities of the Hivites and Canaanites; and they went out to the 
Negeb of Judah at Beersheba. 8 So when they had gone through all the land, they came 
to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. 9 And Joab gave the sum of the 
numbering of the people to the king: in Israel there were 800,000 valiant men who drew 
the sword, and the men of Judah were 500,000. 
10 But David's heart struck him after he had numbered the people. And David said to 
the Lord, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O Lord, please take away 
the iniquity of your servant, for I have done very foolishly.” 11 And when David arose in 
the morning, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, 12 “Go 
and say to David, ‘Thus says the Lord, Three things I offer[e] you. Choose one of them, 
that I may do it to you.’” 13 So Gad came to David and told him, and said to him, 
“Shall three[f] years of famine come to you in your land? Or will you flee three months 
before your foes while they pursue you? Or shall there be three days' pestilence in your 
land? Now consider, and decide what answer I shall return to him who sent me.” 14 Then 
David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Let us fall into the hand of the Lord, for his 
mercy is great; but let me not fall into the hand of man.” 
15 So the Lord sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning until the appointed time. 
And there died of the people from Dan to Beersheba 70,000 men. 16 And when the angel 
stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the 
calamity and said to the angel who was working destruction among the people, “It is 
enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was by the threshing floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite. 17 Then David spoke to the Lord when he saw the angel who 
was striking the people, and said, “Behold, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly. But 
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these sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand be against me and against my 
father's house.” 
18 And Gad came that day to David and said to him, “Go up, raise an altar to the Lord on 
the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 19 So David went up at Gad's word, as 
the Lord commanded. 20 And when Araunah looked down, he saw the king and his 
servants coming on toward him. And Araunah went out and paid homage to the king 
with his face to the ground. 21 And Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his 
servant?” David said, “To buy the threshing floor from you, in order to build an altar to 
the Lord, that the plague may be averted from the people.” 22 Then Araunah said to 
David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up what seems good to him. Here are the 
oxen for the burnt offering and the threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the 
wood. 23 All this, O king, Araunah gives to the king.” And Araunah said to the king, “May 
the Lord your God accept you.” 24 But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will buy it 
from you for a price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me 
nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of 
silver. 25 And David built there an altar to the Lord and offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings. So the Lord responded to the plea for the land, and the plague was averted 
from Israel. 
 
Pastoral Prayer/Benediction  
2 Corinthians 13: 14 
 
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 
Elders:   
Our elders are Danny Cole, Matt Watson, John Divito & Joshua Hammond-Kelley. You 
may reach out to our elders via email at church@mvbaptist.church 
 
Mount Vernon Baptist Church: 
If you are interested in membership or have further questions, please send us send an 
email or reach us at www.mvbaptist.church/membership 
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