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December 28, 2025 

 

The Mission of Trinity Lutheran Church is the preaching, teaching, 

baptizing and sharing the love of Christ in our church, our community 

and our world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Trinity! 

We are so happy that you have joined us for worship this morning.  We are a 

community of believers in Jesus Christ who seek to love God with all of our 

heart, with all of our mind, and with all of our soul.  We have a deep desire 

that all would come to the saving knowledge of the truth of Jesus as Lord! 

We cordially invite you to worship with us every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and  

join us for Bible Class and Sunday School after church.                             



 

 

Prelude-Ringing of the Bells-Greeting 
 

Dedication of New Christ Candle and Stand                                                                  

The new Christ Candle stand was lovingly and graciously made by David Chapman. The Christ Candle was 

generously given by Trinity’s LWML. We dedicate them this morning to the glory of God! 
 

General Rite of Blessing 

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Beloved in the Lord, Moses was commanded by the Lord to receive gifts from the people for the 

beautification of the sanctuary. Everyone whose heart stirred and whose spirit was moved brought a 

contribution to the Lord to be used in the Lord’s house in all its services. 
  

Since the Lord has taught us in His holy Word that everything is sanctified by the Word of God and 

prayer, it is fitting that we bless and sanctify this Christ Candle and stand for use in God’s holy house. 
 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray…O God, You have directed us to bring offerings for Your glory. We implore You to 

bless this Christ Candle and stand. Grant that they may reflect our love for You, benefit Your Church, 

and bring joy to those who see them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: The Lord Almighty, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless this Christ Candle and stand. 

and those who see them. 

C: Amen.  
 

Please Stand 
 

Opening Hymn                     From Heaven Above to Earth I Come LSB 358 sts. 1–5 

1 “From heav’n above to earth I come 

To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 

Whereof I now will say and sing: 
 

2 “To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child of lowly birth 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
 

3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, 

Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be 

From all your sins to set you free. 
 



 

4 “He will on you the gifts bestow 

Prepared by God for all below, 

That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 

You may with us His glory share. 
 

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 

The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 

By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.   Text: Public domain 
 

Confession and Absolution 

L:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

L:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. So, then, in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

C: Amen. 
 

Introit        

L: When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

C: and out of Egypt I called my son. 

L: Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, 

C: lamentation and bitter weeping. 

L: Rachel is weeping for her children; 

C: she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.” 

L: Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weeping, 

C: and your eyes from tears, 

L: for there is a reward for your work, declares the LORD, 

C: and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 

L: There is hope for your future, declares the LORD, 

C: and your children shall come back to their own country.” 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L: When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

C: and out of Egypt I called my son. 
 

Kyrie 



 

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

     
 

L: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

          
 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 

           
 

L: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

   
 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord  
 

 

 
 

 

Hymn of Praise                               

L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day                                                                                                                                                     

L: The Lord be with you.  

 
 

L: Let us pray… O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the  

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may  

ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 

Please Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading                                                                        Isaiah 63:7-14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD 

has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted them according to 

his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my 

people, children who will not deal falsely.” And he became their Savior. 9In all their affliction he was 

afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he 

lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 10But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them. 11Then he remembered the 

days of old, of Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with the 

shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit, 12who caused his 

glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who divided the waters before them to make for 

himself an everlasting name, 13who led them through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did 

not stumble. 14Like livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So 

you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious name. 
 

L: This is the Word of our Lord.         

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual          

L: To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

C: and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

L: And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

C: Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

L: Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C: for he has done marvelous things! 
 



 

Special Music Trinity Choir 

              Flutist Elizabeth Russo 
 

Children’s Message and Mighty Mites                                Pastor Jake 
 

Epistle Reading                                                                   Galatians 4:4–7 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 
5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because 

you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are 

no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 

L:  This is the Word of our Lord.       

C: Thanks be to God                     
 

Please Stand 
 

Alleluia Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel                                                        Matthew 2:13-23 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
  

           
 

 

13When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his 

mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 

fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 16Then Herod, when 

he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male 

children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time 

that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet 

Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 

children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 19But when Herod died, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother 

and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took 

the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was 

reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a 

dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that 

what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

 
 
 



 

Please Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day                      From Heaven Above to Earth I Come LSB 358 sts. 6–10 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done 

In sending us His own dear Son. 
 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ Child lying there. 
 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 
 

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all, 

How weak You are, so poor and small, 

That You should choose to lay Your head 

Where lowly cattle lately fed! 
 

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 

And set with gold and jewels rare, 

It would be far too poor and small 

A cradle for the Lord of all. 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon 
 

Please Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, 

His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Offering and Offertory   

 
 

Prayer of the Church                                                                                                  
 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you. 

  
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

   

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface                                                                                                                                                                                                           

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the 

Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of 

Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and singing:  

 

 

 

 
 



 

Sanctus  

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer       

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion Confession                                           1 Cor.10:17*  Acts 2:42**  1 Cor. 11:23-32*** 
As a member of the LCMS, Trinity practices closed communion. If you are not a member of Trinity Church and desire 

communion please speak to Pastor or one of our Elders prior to the service. Individuals are welcome to come forward for a 

blessing with their arms crossed over their chest 
 

P: The Lord’s Supper is God’s gift for Christians who are properly taught. In communing, we want 

people to receive Christ’s body and blood for their good. This means that as you come to the Lord’s 

Table you affirm that Jesus is your Savior and Lord; and with Lutheran Christians (LCMS), you confess: 
 

C:  I recognize and confess that I am a sinner. I repent of my sin and ask God’s 

forgiveness. I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and 

death. I believe that the risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament, and under the 

form of the bread and wine, I receive His true body and blood for the forgiveness of my 

sin and the strengthening of my faith and life.   (Augsburg Confession-Article X) 
 

The Words of our Lord  
 

Pax Domini 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Please Sit 
 

Distribution and Distribution Hymns  

Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

    And ev’ry voice a song. 
 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 
 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

    To_enrich the humble poor. 
 
 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

    With Thy belovèd name. 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51   Text: Public domain 
 

Joy to the World LSB 387 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

 
 



 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748   Text: Public domain 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

1 Let all together praise our God 

    Before His glorious throne; 

Today He opens heav’n again 

    To give us His own Son, 

    To give us His own Son. 
 

2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 

    Is born an infant small, 

And in a manger, poor and lone, 

    Lies in a humble stall, 

    Lies in a humble stall. 
 

3 Within an earthborn form He hides 

    His all-creating light; 

To serve us all He humbly cloaks 

    The splendor of His might, 

    The splendor of His might. 

 

4 He undertakes a great exchange, 

    Puts on our human frame, 

And in return gives us His realm, 

    His glory, and His name, 

    His glory, and His name. 

 
 



 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 
 

   7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 
Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003347   Text (st. 2): Public domain 

 

392 God Loves Me Dearly LSB 392 

1 God loves me dearly, 

Grants me salvation, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. Refrain 
 

ref Therefore I’ll say again: 

God loves me dearly, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. 
 

2 I was in slav’ry, 

Sin, death, and darkness; 

God’s love was working 

To make me free. Refrain 
 
 

3 He sent forth Jesus, 

My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus 

And set me free. Refrain 
 

4 Jesus, my Savior, 

Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, 

Paid all I owed. Refrain 
 

5 Now I will praise You, 

O Love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You 

All my life long. Refrain 
Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. Composite  Text: Public domain 



 

 

Please Stand 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

Post Communion Canticle                   Thank the Lord 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P: Let us pray. 

C: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 

the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Benediction                                                                                       

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His facer shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.         

                                                 

 
 

Closing Hymn                      From Heaven Above to Earth I Come LSB 358 sts. 11–15 

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff 

You have but hay and straw so rough 

On which as King, so rich and great, 

To be enthroned in royal state. 
 

12 And so it pleases You to see 

This simple truth revealed to me: 

That worldly honor, wealth, and might 

Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 

 
 



 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 
 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.   Text: Public domain 
 

Announcements    

 
Acknowledgments 
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Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

COMMUNION CONFESSIONS SCRIPTURES 

*“ Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.” 

**“And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers.” 

***“ For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when 

he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, 

which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also he took the cup, after 

supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as    often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes. 27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person examine 

himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without 

discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That is why many of you are weak and ill, 

and some have died.31But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are 

judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THOSE TO REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS 

Health- Joan Haines, Emma Conklin, RoseMarie Dieckhoff, Dana Robb, Delphine Lehde Mullan,  

John Fritz, Kathleen Mueller, Erin Hunt, Jim Bracht, Alyssa Parrigon, Tess Holle, Dick Highfill,  

David Tunnell, Karen Schmedeke, Don Schmedeke, Karen Miller, Baby Reed Fuemmeler, Lois Gaddy,  

Robbie Krueger, Grace Doss, Bob Bremer, Stephen Schoen, Debbie Schoen, Orville Meyer,  

David Holle, Nolan Kleiboeker 
 

Birthday’s– Dan Haines will be celebrating 85 years of life on January 3. 
 

Anniversaries– Chris & Emily Baker will be celebrating 31 years of marriage on December 30. 
 

Remembering our Seasoned Saints (80+ years old)- Bob Dieckhoff, June Fritz, Dan Haines, 

Delphine Hesemann, Janice Koenemann, Orville Meyer, Nick Prater, Fay Schoen, Bonnie Worm 
 

Families of the Week- Doug Hansen, Luke Hansen family, Stan Hansen family,  

Mike Harmon family, Robert Harris family, Dale Haworth family, Alisa Hayward family,  

Ron Hayward, Carli Henderson family, Kaylynn Hendry family, David Heseman family,  

Mary Heseman, Travis Heseman family 
 

Radio Broadcast- for today is sponsored by St. John’s Lutheran Church, Stones Prairie and 

dedicated to the glory of God.  
 

Altar Flowers- are from those who bought poinsettias for the Christmas season. 
 

Self Service Nursery is available in the chapel for families with children.  

Toys and Supplies are in the cabinet.  Ask an usher for assistance.                                                                                                                                  
 

Hearing assistance receivers are available.  Please ask an usher.  
 

Lap Robes are in the black cabinet in the narthex and bell tower.  

Please ask an Usher or Elder for assistance if needed.   
 

For Altar Flowers- contact the Church Office.  

 

Assisting in Today’s Service 

Preacher:    Pastor Jake Sletten 

Liturgist:   Bruce Sletten, Lay Minister  

Elder:   Luke Hansen 

Assisting Elder:  Parker Schoen 

Acolyte:   Pistol and  

Cadence McCullough 

Sound System:    Liam Hansen 

Broadcaster:  Scott George 

Organist:   Susan Senninger 

Pre-Service Music: Carol McIntyre 

Communion Set-up: Charlotte Quick 

Communion Wash: Charlotte Quick 

 

 
 


