Trinity Lutheran Church and School

Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 21,2025

The Mission of Trinity Lutheran Church is the preaching, teaching, baptizing
and sharing the love of Christ in our church, our community and our world.

Welcome to Trinity!

We are so happy that you have joined us for worship this morning.VWe are a community of
believers in Jesus Christ who seek to love God with all of our heart, with all of our mind, and with
all of our soul. We have a deep desire that all would come to the saving knowledge of the truth of

Jesus as Lord! We cordially invite you to worship with us every Sunday at 9.:30 a.m.
and join us for Bible Class and Sunday School after church.



Pre-Service Music
The Prelude - Ringing of the Bells - Greeting
Please Stand

Confession and Absolution
L: In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

L: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

L: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C: who made heaven and earth.

L: I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

L: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: |, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. So, then, in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, | therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Opening Hymn Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 sts. |4
|  Savior of the nations, come,

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!

Marvel now, O heav’'n and earth,

That the Lord chose such a birth.

2  Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God,

Was the Word of God made flesh—
Woman'’s offspring, pure and fresh.

3  Here a maid was found with child,
Yet remained a virgin mild.

In her womb this truth was shown:
God was there upon His throne.

4  Then stepped forth the Lord of all
From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,

His heroic course began.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483—1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812-76; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (st.
4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 19132001 Text (sts. |-2): Public domain

Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003347



Introit

L: Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,

C: that the mountains might quake at your presence.

L: | wait for the LORD, my soul waits,

C: and in his word | hope;

L: my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning,

C: more than watchmen for the morning.

L: O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
C: and with him is plentiful redemption.

L: And he will redeem Israel

C: from all his iniquities.

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

L: Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,

C: that the mountains might quake at your presence.

Kyrie
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
L: The Lord be with you.
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L: Let us pray...Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

P

men.

Please Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-17
'YAgain the LORD spoke to Ahaz, ''“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” '?But Ahaz said, “| will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.” *And he
said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God
also? "“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 'He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse
the evil and choose the good. '*For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. '"The LORD will bring upon you and



upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”

L: This is the Word of our Lord. C:Thanks be to God.

Gradual

L: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.

C: Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

L: Behold, your king is coming to you;

C: righteous and having salvation.

L: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: From the house of the Lord we bless you.

Special Music Trinity Ringers
Children’s Message and Mighty Mites John Kleiboeker
Epistle Reading Romans I:1-7

'Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, *which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, *concerning his Son, who was
descended from David according to the flesh *and was declared to be the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
>through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for
the sake of his name among all the nations, ®including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
"To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

L: This is the Word of our Lord. C:Thanks be to God.

Please Stand

Alleluia
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Holy Gospel Matthew [:18-25

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
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@ Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

'®Nlow the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. '’And
her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her
quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2'She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet: 2“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name
Immanuel” (which means, God with us). *When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And



he called his name Jesus.

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
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@ Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
Please Sit

Hymn of the Day O Little Town of Bethlehem
| O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2  For Christ is born of Mary,
And, gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

3  How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,

Our Lord Immanuel!
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93 Text: Public domain

Sermon

Please Stand

LSB 361



Nicene Creed

C: | believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life "I« of the
world to come. Amen.

Onffering and Offertory
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Prayer of the Church
Preface

P:The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it

P: Lift up your hearts.
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P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

\9.‘ — ——— il
== =

|
It is meet and right so to do.




Proper Preface

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the
Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
P: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive

those who trespass against us and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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Communion Confession | Cor. 10:17*%  Acts 2:42** | Cor. | 1:23-32%*%

As a member of the LCMS, Trinity practices closed communion. If you are not a member of Trinity Church and desire
communion please speak to Pastor or one of our Elders prior to the service. Individuals are welcome to come forward for a
blessing with their arms crossed over their chest

P:The Lord’s Supper is God’s gift for Christians who are properly taught. In communing, we want
people to receive Christ’s body and blood for their good.This means that as you come to the
Lord’s Table you affirm that Jesus is your Savior and Lord; and with us Lutherans, you confess:

C: I recognize and confess that | am a sinner. | repent of my sin and ask God’s
forgiveness. | believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and



death. | believe that the risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament, and under the
form of the bread and wine, | receive His true body and blood for the forgiveness of my
sin and the strengthening of my faith and life.

The Words of our Lord

Pax Domini
P:The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Please Sit

Distribution and Distribution Hymns
Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349
| Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
And ev'ry voice a song.

2 He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.

The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

3  He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,

And with the treasures of His grace
To_enrich the humble poor.



4  Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51 Text: Public domain

Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love

| Jesus! Name of wondrous love,

Name all other names above,

Unto which must ev’ry knee

Bow in deep humility.

2 Jesus! Name decreed of old,
To the maiden mother told,
Kneeling in her lowly cell,

By the angel Gabriel.

3  Jesus! Name of priceless worth
To the fallen of the earth

For the promise that it gave,

“Jesus shall His people save.”

4  Jesus! Name of mercy mild,
Given to the holy Child

When the cup of human woe
First He tasted here below.

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’'n
Under all the mighty heav’'n
Whereby those to sin enslaved
Burst their fetters and are saved.

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Human name of God above;

Pleading only this, we flee

Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt. Text: Public domain

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
| Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!
Behold, the King of glory waits.

The King of kings is drawing near;

The Savior of the world is here.

Life and salvation He doth bring;
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.

To God the Father raise

Your joyful songs of praise.

LSB 900
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2 Arighteous Helper comes to thee;
His chariot is humility,

His kingly crown is holiness,

His scepter, pity in distress.

The end of all our woe He brings;
Therefore the earth is glad and sings.
To Christ the Savior raise

Your grateful hymns of praise.

3  How blest the land, the city blest,
Where Christ the ruler is confessed!
O peaceful hearts and happy homes
To whom this King in triumph comes!
The cloudless sun of joy is He

Who comes to set His people free.
To God the Spirit raise

Your happy shouts of praise.

4  Fling wide the portals of your heart;
Make it a temple set apart

From earthly use for heav’'n’s employ,
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
So shall your Sov’reign enter in

And new and nobler life begin.

To God alone be praise

For word and deed and grace!

5 Redeemer, come and open wide
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
O enter with Thy grace divine;

Thy face of mercy on me shine.

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on

Until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame

We offer to Thy name.

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590—1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Text: Public domain

O God of God, O Light of Light LSB 810
| O God of God, O Light of Light,
O Prince of Peace and King of kings:
To you in heaven’s glory bright
The song of praise forever rings.
To Him who sits upon the throne,
The Lamb once slain but raised again,
Be all the glory He has won,
All thanks and praise! Amen, amen.



2  For deep in prophets’ sacred page,

And grand in poets’ winged word,
Slowly in type, from age to age

The nations saw their coming Lord;
Till through the deep Judean night

Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!”
Sung once by firstborn sons of light,

It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen.

3  That life of truth, those deeds of love,

That death so steeped in hate and scorn—
These all are past, and now above

He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn.
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates!

So sang that host beyond our ken.
Lift up your heads, your King awaits.

We lift them up. Amen, amen.

4  Then raise to Christ a mighty song,
And shout His name, His mercies tell!

Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong,
And all on earth, your anthem swell!

All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain!
Forever let the song ascend!

Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign,

All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen.
Text: John Julian, 1839-1913, alt. Text: Public domain

Please Stand
Post Communion Blessing

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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P: Let us pray

C: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus
P: The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
P: Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P:The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Closing Hymn Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 sts. 5-8
5 God the Father was His source,

Back to God He ran His course.

Into hell His road went down,

Back then to His throne and crown.



6 For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’'ry won.

By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7 From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;

In this light faith now abides.

A\ 8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be

Now and through eternity.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483—1546; (sts. 5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (st.
7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 Text (sts. 5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 6—7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
no. 110003347
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COMMUNION CONFESSIONS SCRIPTURES
*“Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.”
*“And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers.”

*##4+“ For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took bread, 2*and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” ** In the same way, also he took the cup after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” * For
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. ?’ Whoever,
therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning
the body and blood of the Lord. 2 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of
the cup.” For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on
himself. * That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.?' But if we judged ourselves truly,
we would not be judged. * But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be
condemned along with the world.”

Assisting in Today’s Service

Preacher: Pastor Jake Sletten

Liturgist: Bruce Sletten, Lay Minister
Elder: Luke Hansen

Assisting Elder: Parker Schoen

Acolytes: Logan Hanson and Ryder Presley
Sound System: Bob Senninger

Broadcaster: Nick Prater

Organist: Susan Senninger

Pre-Service Music:  Betty Sawyer and Amanda Moennig
Communion Set-up: Walt & Cheryl Brown
Communion Wash: Charlotte Quick



THOSE TO REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS

Health- Joan Haines, Emma Conklin, RoseMarie Dieckhoff, Dana Robb, Delphine Lehde Mullan,
John Fritz, Kathleen Mueller, Erin Hunt, Jim Bracht, Alyssa Parrigon, Tess Holle, Dick Highfill,
David Tunnell, Karen Schmedeke, Don Schmedeke, Karen Miller, Baby Reed Fuemmeler,

Lois Gaddy, Robbie Krueger, Grace Doss, Bob Bremer, Stephen Schoen, Debbie Schoen,
Orville Meyer, David Holle, Nolan Kleiboeker

Anniversaries— Philip & Margaret Kleiboeker will be celebrating 28 years of marriage on
December 27.

Remembering our Seasoned Saints (80+ years old)- Mary Ann Daugherty, John Fritz,
Lois Gaddy, Robert Harris, Karen Kleiboeker, Doris Meyer, Connie Prater, Edgar Schoen,
Nellie Stellwagen

Families of the Week- Eric Gaddy family, Grant Gaddy family, Anna, Drew, Alex Gaddy,
James Gaddy family, Jon Gaddy, Brian George family, Scott George family, Jack Goodman family,
Alex Grace family, David Grace family, Jacob Graves family, Melissa Greenway family,

Dan Haines family, Stephanie Haines family

Radio Broadcast- for today is sponsored by St. John’s Lutheran Church, Stones Prairie and
dedicated to the glory of God.

Altar Flowers- are from those who bought poinsettias for the Christmas season.

Self Service Nursery is available in the chapel for families with children. Toys and Supplies are
in the cabinet. Ask an usher for assistance.

Hearing assistance receivers are available. Please ask an usher.

Lap Robes are in the black cabinet in the narthex and bell tower.
Please ask an Usher or Elder for assistance if needed.

For Altar Flowers- contact the Church Office.



