“What are our Gifts” Synthesis Report

Parish Represented: St. John of the Woods Mission

When parishioners of St. John of the Woods Mission were asked “How has your experience brought them closer to God”, many stated the importance of participating in Mass and receiving the Sacraments.  Adoration and the Stations of the Cross, were identified as central to deepening their faith. A sense of tranquility within the church and the ease with which parishioners can attend mass were also noted. Lastly, members of the faith community have witnessed small miracles, further strengthening their connection to God.

In response to the question, “What are our gifts and strengths?”, parishioners described
unique celebrations and the intimate experiences they share within the church. The nine
gifts of the Holy Spirit are seen as especially present, radiating through the children. Generosity of spirit is evident in the community. Outreach services and the various church ministries are a vital part of the Mass ritual. The Rosary is also a cherished practice, fostering unity and spiritual growth within the parish.

When asked “What are your Favorite Things About this Faith Community?” The themes
related to this question were a welcoming, friendly, and small church fostering diversity by being able to pray together at Mass. Also mentioned were activities within the church such as food, fellowship, and events. The fact that our priests and sisters provide a variety of mass times both early and vigil services were appreciated.

Key Quotes and suggestions worth noting in the Synthesis:

We are a family of Diversity

We provide for the Sacraments

We celebrate Mass

[bookmark: _GoBack]We witness Miracles within the Church

