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Duc Giesu Kito
VUAVUTRU

“Anh fa thua voi Buc Giesu:
0ng Giesu oi, kihi ong vao Nudc cua ono,

Thdnh Lé
Thu Ba & Thd Nadm - 7pm
Chua Nhat - 7.45am & 4pm

Tryc Tuyén
facebook.com/psj23parish
Gidi Toi

Chua Nhat - 3pm

Chau Thanh Thé
Thu Sdu Bau Thang 7pm

RUa Toi Tré Em

M&i Chua Nhat thu ba
trong thdng. Xin lién lac vdi
Sa Thérésa 1thdng trusc
ngay Rua Toi

XUc Dau - An Tdng

Xin lién lac Cha Baminh
Nguyén Anh Tudn hodc
Ban Tang Ché. Khan cdp
Xin goi (253) 882-9943

Hén Phoi

Xin lién lac v&i So Thérésa 8
thdng trudc ngay c hanh
hén 1&

Xin nha den toi "
(16 23,35 43)

Khdéng cdé |1é tiéng Viét Iuc 7 pm

S8 1246
Lé Ta on Trilingual

Ngay 27/11 - 16 T1AM,
Kinh mg&i cdng dodn
tham dy L& Thanhksgiving.
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Linh Myc Chdnh XJ

Cha Baminh Nguyén Anh Tudn

Phone: (253) 472-1360 / (253) 882-9943 - Email: frtuan@psj23.org

Hb Trg

Pho TE & HA Trg Noi Vu:
Ban Gido Ly:

Phung Vu & Gidi Tré:
Bac Ai Tong Dé:

Théng Tin & Dong Gop Online:

Héi Dong Muc Vy
Ngoai Vu:

No6i Vu & Phung Vu:

K& Hoach & Tai Chanh:

Thu Ky:

Ban Gido Ly Gidi Treé:
Ban Bdac Ai Xa Hoi:

Ban An Ninh:

Ban K Thudt Thong Tin:

Ban Tang Ché:

Ban Am Thanh Anh Sang:

Ban Giup Lé:

Ban TTV L&i Chua:
Ban Phong Thdnh:
Ban TTV Thdanh Thé:
Ban Dang Lé Vat:

Ca Doan Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé:

Théy Giuse Pham Thé (253) 224-0237

Sc Thérésa Nguyén Thi Phuong (253) 592-2541
So Térésa Nguyén Thi Mai Trinh (253) 592-3025
So Anna Nguyén Thi Lé Hang (253) 592-2455
Sa Elizabeth Nguyén Linh (253) 905 7269

Da Minh Tran Minh Luong (253) 230-4265
Vincente Chu Minh Tan (253) 343-2429

Anna Maria Tran Thi Minh Nghia (253) 583-6703
Anna Chung Thdi Van (253) 226-5102

Maria Nguyén Thi Bich Thuan (253) 228-7509
Nguyén Duy Truyc (253) 355-7648

Térésa M{J-Nga Okano (253) 222-7574

BDai dién Anthony Trédn Tudn Anh

Phaold Nguyén Phuc (253) 279-0189

Phaold Chung Thdai VU (253) 223-6485

Simon Hua Minh Vién (253) 302-7129

Phaold D6 Xuan Phong (480) 227-4424

Da Minh Tran Minh Luong (253) 230-4265
Luca Duong Nghiép Hung (206) 403-5810
Giuse D& Quang Trung (253) 844-1463

Maria Teresa Chu Thi Minh Tém (253) 203-5034
Daminh Dinh Chéu (253) 346-4848

Anna V& Lan Phuadng (253) 844-6032

Maria Ngé Thi Dao (253) 202-1457

Simon Hua Minh Vién (253) 302-7129

Maria Dodn Bdo Hudng (253) 226-9817

Ca Bbodn Cdac Thanh T Bao VN:

Ca Bodn Térésa Calcutta:

Trusng Viét NgU:

Gioanbaotixita Hoang Thanh Nam (253) 209-7959
Maria Ngé Dinh Thién Huong (253) 306-6059
Phérd VO Qudc Thang (253) 906-5986

Anna Tran Michelle (253) 327-9132

Doan Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé Térésa: Simon Hua Minh Vién (253) 302-7129

Lién Lac Phy Huynh/Tro Ta:

H6i Con Duc Me:

Hoi Con Thanh Ca Giuse:
Hoi Légid Maria:

HoOi Thdanh Linh:

Gido Khu
GK Anna:

Maria Madalena Tran Thi Kim Hién (717) 654-4243
Maria Nguyén Liu Chi (253) 310-3593

Gioan Nguyén Ngoc S§ (253) 306-7709

Martino Nguyén Ngoc Tam (253) 686 4667

Maria Hugnh Thi Quéc Hdo (253) 472-2162

Antén Nguyén Phung (253) 229-8945

Vincente Chu Minh Chinh (253) 228-6678

GK Téng Lanh Thién Than Micae:

GK Duc Me Fatima:
GK Gioankim - North:

Vincente Nguyén Khdc Chinh (253) 355-7634
Giuse Phan Tén Ding (253) 327-5895
Andre V& Ngoc Anh (253) 640-4856

Lich Phung Vu Trong Tuan
L&i Chua Tuan XXXIV
Mua Thudng Nién

Thy Hai:

Thdnh Cdc Thanh Ty Dgo VN - L&
Nhé

B3n Mang Ca Doan CTTDVN

2 Mcb 71.20 -23.27b-29

Rm 8, 31b-39

Lc 9,23-26

“Aj liéu mdt mang séng minh Vi toi;
thi sé cuu dugc mang séng au.”

Thu Ba:

Thdanh Catarina Alexandria, Trinh N
TU Doo

Dn 2, 31-45

Lc 21,5-11

‘Sé khong con tdng dad nao trén
téng da nao.”

Thy Tu:

Pn 51-513-1416-17-23-28

Lc 21,12-19

“Vi danh Thay, anh em sé& bi moi
nquoi thu ghét. Nhung do mot soi
toc trén dau anh em cong khéng bi
mat dau.”

Tho Nam:

LE TACN

Pn 6,12-28

Lc 21,20-28

“Gié-ru-sa-lem sé bi dan ngoqi giay
xéo, cho dén khi man thoi coa dén
ngoaqi.”

Tho Sdu:

bn 7, 2-14

Lc 21, 29-33

“Khi thdy nhing diéu do xdy ra, anh
em héy biét o Triéu Dai Thién Chua
aa dén gan.”

Thy Bay:

Pn 7,15-27

Lc 21, 34-36

“Anh em hdy tinh thuc, hdu du suc
thodt khdi moi diéu sdp xdy dén.”




Thu cOa Cha Chdnh XuJ
Anh chi em Gido XU Thdnh Gido Hoang Gioan XXIII thadn mén,
Chuc anh chi em miung L& Chua Giésu Kitd, Vua VU Try tran day niém vui!

Anh chi em Ia dén trong Nudc Chua, hdm nay cung mung kinh Chua Kitd, Vua cua chung ta. Trong Chua Nhat
cudi cung cua Ndm Phung Vu nday, chung ta hudng dén vinh quang va nhing diéu chung cudc sé dén! Chung ta
dang & tuan cudi cung cua thang Musi Mét; chung ta van tié€p tuc cGu nguyén cho céc tin hiu da qua dai. Lé
trong ndy cang cho chung ta Iy do dé cdu nguyén cho nhing ngudi da ra di trusc chung ta. Bai Doc | ndi vé
Davit, vi vua vi dai cOa Israel, nguadi dé bao vé dan Chua khoi ké thu. Con Bai Doc Il gui dén chung ta niém xdc tin:
“Chua Giésu Kitd la trudng tU tU cdi chét song lai, Nguai dé gidi thodt dan Chua khoi bong toi va sy chét”

Qua sy phuc sinh cua Ngugi, Chua Giésu dd cing ¢d niém tin cUa chung ta vao sy séng ddi dai, béi trong bai Tin
Mung hém nay, Ngusi dd hia ban mot chd trong thién dang cho ké gian phi dé biét &n ndan. Vi thé, khi da tin va
c6 gdng séng theo 1énh truyén yéu thuong cla Chua, chdc chdn chung ta s& cé mot chd trong Vuong Quéc cla
Ngusi. Sau khi séng lai tU cdi chét, Chua Giésu dugc ton vinh 1& Chua cia ké séng va ké chét, 1a Vua cla toan vi
try. Chinh vi 1& dé, chung ta hay khich & nhau giT ving niém hy vong vé cudc séng vinh clu mai sau.

Nhan dip ¢ hanh Chua Nhéat cudi cung cta ndm phung vy, chung ta cing hudng dén Chua Nhat tai, Chua Nhat
thi nhét Mua Vong, md dau cho mua chudn bi mung Chua Gidng Sinh. Trong tinh than chudn bi nay, rét mong
anh chi em luu tdm 1&nh nhan Bi Tich Hoa Gidi trong Mua Vong. Cac gid xung tdi thudng |1é cla chung ta sé& van
gilr nguyén, dong thai s& cé thém cac budi Gidi Toi cho cac em hoc sinh gido 1y CCD. Qua do sé giup cac em
chudn bi tdm hon mét cach tron ven hon dé don Chua Giésu trong dip L& Gidang Sinh.

Gido xU cing sé té chuc tinh tdm cho Coéng Dodn Viét Nam tU ngay 10 dén 12 thang Musi Hai vao budi téi, va Cha
Mike s& hudng dan mot budi tinh tdm cho coéng dodan ndi ti€éng Anh vaio ngay 12 thang Mudi Hai sau Thanh Lé
sang. Rat mong tat cad anh chi em tham dy cac budi tinh tadm dé canh tan dai séng thiéng liéng.

Gido xU chung ta han hanh 1 mét cdng doan da ngdn ngl va da van héa, vi thé chung ta hén hoan dén nhan va
tén vinh sy da dang nay. DE thé hién ddu chi hu hinh cla sy hiép nhdt nay, moét Ian nffa chung ta sé té chuc hai
Thanh L& Simbang Gabi - mét tai Nha Tha Visitation v mot tai Nha Ths Thanh Gido Hodang Gioan XXIIl. Rat
mong tét cd anh chi em tham dy céc budi cir hanh rdt dep vé § nghia duc tin va van hoa nay.

L& Duc Me V6 Nhiém Nguyén Téi, 1& trong va la 1& budc, ndm nay cU hanh vao Thy Hai. DE tat ca anh chi em cé
thé tham dy dugc, s& cé Thanh Lé tai cdc dia diém trong gido x chung ta. Xin anh chi em chon Thanh Lé ndo
phU hgp nhat vdi lich sinh hoat cda minh dé tham dy, mung kinh Duc Me trong ngay 1€ trong nay.

Chudn bi buéc vao Mua Vong, chung ta hdy cdu nguyén cho nhau, ndng dd nhau cung don Chua dén, dé Ngai
ban cho duc tin ca chung ta dugc ving vang han nba. Anh chi em biét, t6i ludn cdu nguyén cho anh chi em va
gia dinh anh chi em trong ngay dai I& hédm nay. Gan dén mua nghi 1€, xin anh chi em xem lqi lich nghi I1& cua cac
I&p gido Iy CCD tai Nha Tha Thanh Gido Hoang Gioan XXIII va Nha Tha St John of the Woods. Xin luu (), tat cd chi
tiét vé lich trinh cua gido xU déu dugc ddng trong ban tin va trén trang web cla gido x chung ta. Chuc anh chi
em mot Lé Ta On tran day hong an.

Mén chdo anh chj em trong Chua Kito,

Da Minh Nguyén Anh Tudn, T.S. Myc Vu

Linh Muc Chinh X

Khéng Thanh Ngoc dich



L&i Chua 30/11/2025 - Chua Nhéat Tuan | - Mua Vong

Bai Doc l: Is 2,1-5 “Puc Chua quy tu mudn dan cho hudng hod binh vinh cuu trong Nudc Thién Chua.”
Bai Doc Il: Rm 13, 11-14 “Ngay Thién Chua cuu do chung ta déa gan hon.”
Phic Am: Mt 24, 37-44 “Anh em hdy canh thuc dé duoc sén song.”

¥ Tin Mung Chua Gié-su Ki-td theo Thanh Mat-théu.

Khi Gy, DUc Gié-su ndi véi cac mén dé rang: “Thsi 6ng No-é thé nao, thi ngay Con Ngusi quang l1am cing s& nhu vay. Vi
trong nhing ngay trudc nan hong thuy, thién ha van an ubng, cudi vg lay chong, mai cho dén ngay éng N6-é vao
tau. Ho khéng hay biét gi, cho dén khi nan hdng thiy ap téi cudn di hét thay. Ngay Con Ngudi quang 1dm cing sé& nhu
vay. Bay gis, hai ngudi dan 6ng dang lam rudng, thi mét ngusi duge dem di, mot ngudi bi bod lai; hai ngusi dan ba dang
kéo cbi xay, thi mot ngussi duge dem di, mot ngusi bi bd Iai.

“Vay anh em hay canh thudc, vi anh em khong biét ngay ndo Chua cta anh em sé dén. Anh em hay biét diéu nay: néu
chu nha biét véio canh ndo ké trom sé dén, h&n 6ng phai canh thuc, khéong dé né khoét vach nha minh dau. Cho nén
anh em cOng vay, anh em héy s&n sang, vi chinh gid phut anh em khéng ngd, thi Con Ngudi s& dén.”

Tin Mung cta Chua

Xin Dang L&i Cau Nguyén

- Cau cho linh hén Inhaxio Huynh Trong Nhan - Xin cho chdu ngoai sanh dugc bdng an
- Cau cho cdc linh hdn & luyén nguc sdm vé bén Chua (Chi NT xin 18) - Gia dinh Giuse va Maria Nguyén xin ta on Chua, Me Maria, Thanh Giuse,
- Cau cho linh hén Maria Huynh Thi Triéu va céc linh hén noi luyén xin Chua ban binh an cho gia dinh ching con, xin Chua thdnh hod viéc
nguc |am cua chung con
- Cau cho linh hén Nicolao va linh hdn tién nhan - Cau cho cdc linh hén s6m hudng Thanh Nhan Chua
- Cau cho linh hén Maria Qué Thi Nguyén (Gunsallus) - Ta on Chua, Buc Me, Thanh Giuse va xin binh an cho cdac con
- Cau cho linh hén Phero Phan Ngoc Lang, Phero D& Van Hién va cac | - Cu cho linh hdn Giuse V& Tai Nang va Phero Nguyén Van Phuong
dang linh hén - Maria Hao Huynh xin 1& c&u cho cdéc linh hdn trong gia dinh d& qua doi
- Ta on Chua, Duc Me, Thanh Giuse va xin binh an cho cdc con - Cau cho linh hédn Micae
- Anh chi Nhuong xin cau cho linh hén Maria Trén Thi Sen - Cau cho linh hén Teresa va Mathia, Phanxicoxavie va Anna, Marco va
- Gia dinh xin c&u nguyén cho linh hén Martino D& Ngoc Phuong mdi Anna, Giuse va Anna, linh hén Maria Truong Thi Tao, linh hén Cecilia
qua dai Dinh Thi Kim Y&n, cdc linh hdn nha béac Hodn, var cac linh hén, ta on
- Ca Doan CTTDVN xin I& cau cho cdéc linh hén dé qua dai xin Chua Chua trong moi sy, xin on trd lai, cdu cho cac é@n nhan cua gia dinh, xin
thuong cho cdc Ngai sém hudng nhan Thanh Chda mudn ddi on thanh héa
- Cau cho 2 linh hén Maria Nguyén Thi Diéu Huong va Nguyén Thi - Gia dinh xin 1& cau nguyén cho linh hén Martino D& Ngoc Phuang mdi
Diéu Hién qua doi
- Cau cho linh hén Micae Nguyén Minh Ky va Maria Nguyén Thi Sen - Cau cho linh hén Maria, Giuse va Teresa
- C4u cho linh hén Phero Nguyén Khdc Kiém - Cau cho linh hén Giuse va Anna
- Cau cho cdc linh hén - Cau cho cdc linh hén
- Cau cho linh hén Todo Gregory Olsen nhan 1& gid 100 ngay - Cau cho 3 linh hdn Giuse, Pelomena, 2 linh hén Maria, Daminh va cac
- Cau cho linh hén Giuse, Phaolo, Giacobe, Maria va xin cho gia dinh linh hén
dugc moi sy binh an - Cau cho linh hén Giuse Lé Quang Hai nhan 1€ gid 2 nédm
- -Xin 1& ta on k{ niém 35 ndm ngay thanh hon 23/11/2025 - Cau binh an cho cac ngudi linh trén todn thé gidi
- Cau cho linh hén Maria, Giuse va Teresa - Cau cho linh hén Phaolo, Maria va Giuse; linh hén Lorenso va Lucia, linh
- Cau cho linh hén Daminh Dinh Van Ty nhan 1€ gid, Daminh Dinh Van hén Giuse Trén Nhon va Maria Trén Thi Sen
Van va Maria Ngdé Thi Chin - Ta on Thién Chua, cdu cho linh hén Carlo Borromeo Ngé Duc Théng
- Cau cho linh hén Maria Chu Thi Thanh nhan 1€ gid s&m vé bén Chua
- Cau cho linh hén Maria Nguyén Thi Ngoc PHuang va cdc linh héon - Cau cho linh hén Anton Huynh Ba Dién, Anna V& Thi Thuén
nai luyén nguc - Cau cho linh hén Phero Nguyén Van Hai, Maria Chuéng; Con xin ta on
- C4u binh an, ta on va céu cho cac dé&ng linh hén Chua va Déng Ba Ngoi
- Xin 1& ta on va cau binh an cho gia dinh - Cau cho linh hén Phero Anton Nguyén Van Ba, Maria Phan Thj Dugc,
- Cau cho linh hén Giuse Lé Quang Hai nhan 1€ gid 2 nédm Phero Anton Nguyén Van Bén, Maria Nguyén Thi Chién, linh hén khéng
- Cdac con xin 1€ cho ba Ia linh hén Giuse L& Quang Haéi nhan 1€ gid 2 tén & Bentha
ndm - Ngoc Anh v& Hung céu cho linh hén Anton va Anna
- Cau cho cac dé&ng va bdy nhiéu linh hén va xin ta on, cdu binh an - Cau cho linh hén ma Hai Maria Tran Thi Sen
- Cau cho linh hén Phaolo Alexander Nguyén va linh hén Rosa - Xin |& ta on va cdu binh an; Cau cho céc linh hén
Nguyén Thi Xung - Cau cho linh hén Simon va Anna, Micae va Madalena, Giuse va
- Cau cho linh hén Andre, Maria va linh hén tién nhan va xin Chua ban Catarina, Dominico
cho gia dinh vé VN dugc bé&ng an - Hoi Legio xin cho cdc hdi vién da qua dai
- C4u cho linh hén Gioan va céc ddng linh hén - Cau cho linh hén tién nhan ndi ngoai va cac linh hdn
- Cau cho linh hén Maria Chu Thi Thanh nhan 1€ gid - Cau cho cac déng linh hén
- Xin Chua ban cho anh con & VN ca gidi phdu dugc bang an - Cau cho linh hén Giuse Chung Chi, Catarina Giang Thi Huong, Catarina
- Chung Thi Cc nhan 1€ gid




Tin Tuc Cong Dodan

e Ca Dodan Thi€u Nhi Thdnh Thé kinh mdsi quy phu huynh khuyén khich céc em tham gia Ca Doén TNTT. Ca
doan tap hat méi Thy Sdu tU 6:30 - 8pm. Moi chi tiét xin lién hé Tr. Vién (253) 302-7129 hodc Tr. Bdo Hudng

(253) 226-9718. Xin chdn thanh cam on.

e Ngay 23/1, xin m&i ban Myc Vy dén hop sau 1& 4pm tai hdi trusng dé chudn bi cho Dai Lé Gidng Sinh.
e Ngay 30/11, c6 Xuc Dau Bénh Nhan trong Thanh L& 4pm, xin quy tin hu tham dy

Tinh Tédm Mua Vong - BUGC DI TRONG HY VONG
Ngay 10, 11 vé 12 thdng 12,
do Cha Dominic Tran Quéc Béo

Xin quy tin hu sé&p x€p thai gian di xung téi tham dy Mua
Vong dé don mung Chua Gidng Sinh.

Dugc tin anh Giuse Nguyén Trung Hoang (Hiéu), gido
dan Gido X& Thanh Gido Hoang Gioan 23, dd dugc Chua
goi vé sang Thu Bay ngay 11/15/25, 1uc 7:40 sdng, hudng
duong 58 tudi.

Cha Chdnh XU, Quy So, Thay Phé Té cung Cong Doan
Thdanh Giuse, Tacoma - Washington, xin thanh kinh
phan uu cung tang quyén. Cau xin Chua sém dua linh hén
Giuse Vvé& hudng Nhan Thanh Ngai va an Ui gia dinh
trong lUc dau budn nay.

Thdm viéng va cdu nguyén: Thu Ba 25/11/2025 tai Nhd
Nauyén Valley Chapel - Nghia Trang Mt View

Thdnh Lé An Tdng: Thu Tu 26/11/2025 luc 11 am tai Nhd Tho
Thdnh Gido Hoang Gioan 23

Tai Chdnh
Tién déng gép 15&16/11; $6,639
Tién déng gép online: $2882.95
Qudn 3 Mién $2,214

CHUONG TRINH DONG GOP THE
HIEN TINH THAN NGUGI QUAN LY

Cam on tat cad nhing anh chi em da hudng Ung
chuong trinh déng gép thé hién Tinh Than Quan
Ly On Tai Chinh Chua Ban.

NhOng ai chua dong goép, xin hdy tham gia. Xin
anh chi em cdu nguyén va suy nght lam thé ndo
co thé gido xU giup duy tri suc séng va hd trg cac
hoat déng muc vu nhém phuc vy cong doan gém
bén co s& cla gido xU chung ta. Long nhiét thanh
v& quang dai cua anh chi em thyc sy giup gido xu
thuyc hién cdc hoat ddéng muc vu cta minh.

e Bdm vao link Tiéng Viét
https://archseattle.ccbchurch.c
om/goto/forms/6458/respons

es/new

e Scan md QR (English)
dé dién don tham gia.

Lich Phung Vu Thang 11/2025

Thir Ba 7 pm Thir Nam 7 pm Thir Sau 7 pm Thir Bay 7 pm

Ghi chid: Thir Mam 27/11/25 Mirng Thanksgiving
Thénh L& Song Mgl Itc 1 am
CPLCTTEVN

Thanh L& Thanh L&
Chau Thanh Thé Chau Thanh Tha

1/11/25
L& Cac Thanh
CEBCTTEVM

z2f11f2g FAERTET ] Gi11/z5
LE Cdc Linh H&n Thénh L& OB CTTEVN Thir Sdu B3u Thing
CEB CTTEVM 7i45 am B TERESA Thay 53u | Kinh Thanh Tam Chia Glésu

TP TERESA 4:00 pm

7iifzs

CB TERESA [ Thiy 5du

afiifag 111125 13 1128

CM 161125 = Thdnh L& lde 7:45 am

LE Cung HI&En BEn Thir LATERANG Thanh LE CB CTTEWVN Mg B&N Mang CaBoan CTTEVN
CH CTTEVHN 7:45 am LB TERESA Thiy Sau

CP TERESA 4:00 pm

1&f1fas CN 33 TN 181125 201125

Bon Mang Ca Boin CTTEVN Thanh LE CE CTTEWN
CE CTTEVN 745 am CE TERESA Thiy Sdu

CE TERESA g:00 pm

23/1f25 L& Chia Kitd Vua agfnfasg azfnfas
CE CTTEVN 745 am Thanh L& KHOMNG CO LE

CD TERESA 4:00 pmi CB TERESA

3of1y/as CN Thar | Mida Vong
CBCTTEVN 7i35 am
CEB TERESA 4:00 pm

f Thir Nam 27/11f25
I"_I_lé._—:__._,_ Thanh Lé Song Ngi@

lGe 11 am




A DARK BUT GLORIOUS CHAPTER OF THE HISTORY OF
THE VIETNAMESE CHURCH

Author: Mr. Vi Vugng
(Specially written for HiepNhat Bulletin)

Every year the feast of the 118 Viethamese martyrs is celebrated on the 24th of November. For this occasion, |
have written a short story about them, and | would like to share it with our sister communities in the Northwest.

Christianity first came to VietNam in the 16th century while the country was divided into two kingdoms, the
northern one and the southern one. They were often in tense relations or at war with each other. To the poor,
the peasants, country boys and girls the first missionaries (from France, Spain, Portugal ..) looked like colorful
giants from another planet, with white skin, blond hair, blue eyes and a big nose. However, they were good
friends, and they brought with them many things they had never seen before: books, newspapers, tools,
machines, delicious cakes and candy. They learned to speak Vietnamese quickly. Above all their teachings
gave them, for the first time, hope for salvation, equality and social justice. They were good soil for the seed of
the good news.

On the other hand, to preach Christianity in a traditional society based on Buddhism and Confucianism is to
challenge the rights and privileges of the kings and the ruling classes, who called Christianity the wrong
religion. They saw Christianity as a direct threat to their monarchy, civilization and culture. No doubt the
missionaries would meet with adverse reactions from many. Suspicion, hatred and outright repression are a
matter of course. The situation was even worse when the government of one kingdom suspected you of being
spies for the other. However, the fledgling church was able to take roots and flourish in such a hostile
environment. There were martyrs in those early years. But widespread, systematic repressions of Catholics did
not happen until the first half of the 19th century.

King Gia Long (reigning 1802- 1820), the founder of the Nguyen Dynasty, was grateful to the French for their
substantial military support during his conquest and reunification of the country, adopted an open diplomacy,
welcoming many foreigners including missionaries into the country, even into his own royal court. When the
second king Minh Mang (reigning 1820-1841), third king Thieu Tri (reigning 1841- 1847) and fourth king Tu Duc
(reigning 1847-1883) became aware of the threats of invasion by the French Navy, they drastically changed
course, reversing the policy of their father and grandfather. Historians think that they should have mobilized all
resources available and organized all factions of the population into a national united front, build up a strong
army. Instead, they adopted an alienating policy by expulsing foreigners, friends and foes alike. All over the
country they started a widespread systematic campaign of repression against Catholics, foreign and local
alike. Towards the end of his reig

It is impossible to tell the story of all these martyrs in a newspaper article. The best | can do is to talk about
some most popular ones.

The most popular of the Vietnamese martyrs probably was Father Le Bao Tinh whose adult life covered the
consecutive reigns of three kings, Minh Mang, Thieu Tri and Tu Duc, well known as the worst persecutors of



Catholics. When he was a young seminarian, it was unknown why he felt so much fascinated by the idea of
worshipping God as a hermit that he secretly took to the forest and lived in a cave. His superiors were very
surprised. They could not afford to lose one of the smartest young men that the church could rely on in the
upcoming difficult times. Nobody knew exactly where he was, so they decided to wait until the following Easter,
when all Catholics were expected to return to their parish to have confession, as required by cannon law. And
they were right. Disguised as an ordinary parishioner, Le B. Tinh returned and went to confession. He
immediately was recognized by his confessor, who tried his best and was able to persuade him to return and
stay with the community.

And Le Bao Tinh proved to be an invaluable gift for the Church in that special period, in which one of the most
challenging tasks was how to continue to train seminarians when the very survival of the church was at stake.
This job was entrusted to Le Bao Tinh who accepted it however difficult and dangerous it was. He disguised the
only seminary of the land at So Kien into a school of languages (Chinese and Latin), knowing well that the
authorities, who had granted a license for the school, would never turn their eyes away from it.

In an effort to win the sympathy of the people for his school of languages and for himself, he also practiced
traditional medicine for many patients including soldiers and mandarins. Many of them were healed and
became grateful friends.

He was such a smart young guy that several times he was chosen to go on dangerous secret missions to
Luangprabang, Laos and Macao, China to get the much-needed help for the destitute church. Traveling at that
time was mostly done on foot, sometimes by boating and sailing. The routes were so hard and dangerous that
only bold, clever and able-bodied men could undertake. On one of these missions, his group was badly
attacked by highwaymen, but they managed to survive.

Whatever achievements he might have made, he knew his fate was sealed. He was arrested twice. In 1841, by
sheer luck, King Thieu Tri converted his death sentence to life in exile. Miraculously while waiting to go to his
exile, the king died and a new king, Tu Duc, ascended the throne. As was customary, the new King wanted to
show his clemency by issuing a general order of clemency for many. Le B. Tinh was freed from jail. Believing
that divine providence had saved him he returned to his job at the school unintimidated!

In 1857, the governor general of Nam Dinh, responding to a request by his inferior mandarins, issued an order
for a round up operation to search for and arrest all the religious chiefs in his jurisdiction. While giving the order
the governor did not forget his poor friend, Le B. Tinh, who had successfully treated his trachoma some years
before, and whom he knew would be a prime target. He immediately sent a secret messenger to tell Le B. Tinh
to run away before the soldiers came.

Unfortunately, the messenger had a stroke on the way. Le B. Tinh was not alerted and was arrested.

(To be continued in next bulletin)
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