SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH

A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN DANBURY

8 RoBINSON AVENUE, DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810-5517
Rectory Telephone: (203)748-8177 Web Page: www.stjosephdanbury.or

3rd Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2025

REV. ERIC W. SILVA, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
DEACON WiLLiIAM C. TIMMEL, J.D.
MR. ROBERT FERTITTA, B.A., M.A., DIRECTOR OF MuUsIC

MASSES
SATURDAY ANTICIPATORY MASS — 4:00 PM
SUNDAY — 7:30, 9:30, 11:00 AM AND 5:00 PM

DAILY WEEKDAY — 12:05 PM
SATURDAY — 8:00 AM

(MASS TIMES IN GREEN ARE ALSO LIVE-STREAMED)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
SATURDAY 8:30 AM-9:30 AM, 3:00 PM-3:45 PM

HoLY HOUR AND CONFESSIONS
MONDAY EVENING 7:00 PM—8:00 PM

Saint Joseph Church is wheelchair accessible at the church side entrance. Parking is located at the side of church,



ST. JOSEPH

DANBURY

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, Dec. 13:
8:00 AM St. Lucy—M/M Frank Sullivan
4:00 PM |da Merenda—Sister

Sunday, Dec. 14:

7:30 AM Peter Seiler—Hood Family

9:30 AM Catherine Valente—M/M Frank Sullivan
11:00 AM Bethany Mass

5:00 PM Intentions of Parishioners

Monday, Dec. 15:
12:05 PM Myda Cook—Asistin Family

Tuesday, Dec. 16:
12:05 PM Aurora & Sal Cappello—Cousin

Wednesday, Dec.17:
12:05 PM Paul Wemitt—Wemitt Family

Thursday Dec. 18:
12:05PM Carol Novella—Lori Novella

Friday, Dec. 19:
12:05 PM Adelia Potenziani—Donna & Kristen Palmer

Saturday, Dec. 20:
8:00 AM Dec. of Sullivan Family—M/M Frank Sullivan
4:00 PM Picchione Family & John, Ir. —Marie & John

Sunday, Dec. 21:
7:30 AM Michael James Comer—Stillson Family
9:30 AM Milano Family—Family

11:00 AM Scott Doreson—Denise & John Raniolo
5:00 PM Intentions of Parishioners

The Sanctuary Candle will burn
this week in memory of

Catherine Valente

Requested by Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sullivan

Please Pray for the Repose
of the Souls of:

Barbara Cole

Frank Charles Ross, Jr.
Grace Ruggiero

Bulletin Blurb for the
Third Sunday of Advent

Praised be Jesus Christ!

You may have noticed that music at Sunday
Masses has looked differently than how we have
normally had in previous Sundays. We are chanting
the entrance and communion antiphons before
beginning the entrance and communion hymns, we
are omitting organ accompaniment for much of our
responses and proper prayers such as the
Memorial Acclamation and the Qur Father, and we
are leaving much more room for silence in the
context of the liturgy where there would otherwise
be organ playing in the background to aid in our
mediation of the Divine Mysteries that we enter
into. In the “Order of Prayer for the Celebration of
the Eucharist” it reads, “The use of organ and other
musical instruments and the decoration of the
altar with flowers should be done in a moderate
manner, as is consonant with the character of the
season, without anticipating the full joy of
Christmas”.

Our Music Director here at Saint Joseph does an
incredible job of ensuring that the selected hymns
reflect the readings, the parts of Mass, and
accompany the celebration of the feast as well as
the season that we are in. During these penitential
seasons of Advent and Lent, the silence that we
experience in the Mass by the absence of the organ
and other musical instrumenis allows us to enter
into these silent mysteries the precede the two
biggest celebrations of our faith: the birth of the
incarnate God and the passion, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. If we feel a little
awkward or uncomfortable, embrace it! All the
more will we be able to enter into the awkwardness
of that very first Advent season, as we accompany
the pregnant Mary journeying to the little town of
Bethlehem. Even in the celebration of the Mass
itself should we feel a longing in our hearts for the
Christ Child’s coming into the worltd. | pray that
these last weeks leading into the joy of the
Christmas season are equally beautiful as they
may be penitential so that the joy of Christmas will
be all the more incarnational in even the way in
which we worship our Lord at the altar of sacrifice.

In Christ & Mary,
Father Silva



3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DEcCeMBER 14, 2025
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ADVENT PRAYER

Father, in the wilderness of the Jordan you sent a
messenger to prepare people’s hearts for the
coming of your Son.

Help me to hear His words and repent of my sins,
sothat | may clearly see the way to walk, the truth
to speak, and the life to live for Him, our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.

December 14 BETHANY MASS

This Sunday, at the 11:00 AM Bethany Mass, we
remember our deceased parishioners, especially the
recently deceased with services in November:

Kathleen LiVolsi
Caitlin Saparato

Mary Lerario
Manuel Saraiva
Lucille Share

Although we miss these parishioners’ physical
presence, we celebrate their eternal life with Jesus.
Please pray for all deceased parishioners,
their families and friends.

Order of Mass for the Lord’s Day
3rd Sunday of Advent

Processional Hymn
#731 “Rejoice, the Lord is King”

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a,10 *

Resp. Psalm: Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
Second Reading: James 5:7-10

Gospel Acclamation: Isaiah 61:1 (in Luke 4:18)
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11

Offertory Hymn

#741 “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Communion Hymn

#594 “lesus, Priest and Victim”
Recessional Hymn

#651 “0O Come, Divine Messiah”

*Readings & Gospel: Today’s Missal: pp. 27-29
Hymmns: St. Michael Hymnal
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DAILY MASS READINGS:

Monday, Dec. 15
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a / Psalm 25:4-5ab,

6&7bc, 8-9/ Matthew 21:23-27

Tuesday, Dec. 16
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13/Psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18,
19 & 23/ Matthew 21:28-32

Wednesday, Dec. 17
Genesis 49:2, 8-10/ Psalm 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/
Matthew 1:1-17

Thursday, Dec. 18
Jeremiah 23:5-8 / Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/

Matthew 1:18-25

Friday,.Dec. 19
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a / Psalm 71:3-4a, 5-6ab,
16-17/Luke 1:5-25

Saturday, Dec. 20
Isaiah 7:10-14 / Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/

Luke 1:26-38



PARISH EVENTS

HOLY LAND GIFTS

December 13 & 14
Following weekend Masses in the Church Hall
To support Christian artisans in the Holy Land

MONTHLY COFFEE HOUR
Sunday, December 14
Following the 7:30 AM Mass in the Church Hall

All are welcome.

The TWELVE VOICES OF CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 14 at 2:00 PM
Presentation of biblical persons’ stories relating to
Jesus’ birth. Followed by Christmas Music.
Invite a friend!

HOLY HOUR and CONFESSION
Monday, December 15, from 7:00-8:00 PM

ST JOSEPH SCHOOL
MONTHLY MASS & COFFEE HOUR
Sunday December 21 at 9:30 Mass
St. Joseph School students will participate in the 9:30
AM Sunday Mass, and the school community will
host a coffee hour in the Church Hall immediately
following Mass. All are invited to join in worship with
our parish & school community.

HOLY HOUR and CONFESSION
Monday, December 22, from 7:00-8:00 PM

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Wed. December 24: 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM, 11:00 PM
Thurs. December 25; 7:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

GIFTS OF JERUSALEM
December 13 & 14
In the Church Hall after Masses

Holy Land Gifts

After Mass on December 13 & 14, there willbe a
display of handmade wood carvings available for
purchase, including nativity scenes, crucifixes, ro-
saries, depictions of the Last Supper, and many
other beautiful religious articles.

Due to ongoing conflict in the region, many Chris-
tian families in Bethlehem are struggling to make a
living. Holy Land Gifts supports over 100 Christian
families by helping them sell their traditional olive
wood crafts and religious items. When you pur-
chase one of these meaningful gifts, you provide
much-needed support to artisans in the Holy Land,
enabling them to care for their families and sustain
their work with dignity despite the chailenges they
face.

Thank you for helping to preserve the Christian
presence in the land of Jesus' birth. May God bless
you!

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(O.C.LLA.) Update

At last weekend’s 11:00 am Mass, our parish
0.C.L.A. group members participated in the Rite of
Acceptance. During this Rite they affirmed their
intent to become fully-initiated members of the
Catholic Church.

Please pray for our O.C.LA. parish community mem-
bers as they proceed in their faith journey, preparing to
receive their sacraments at the Easter Vigil or at Pente-
cost.

Please Foin Us for SI. Foseph’s Presentalion of

“The Twelve Voices of Christmas”

Sunday, December 14, 2025 al 2:00pm
St. Foseph Church Danbury, CI'

As you experience lwelve different perspectives of
the story of Christ’s coming, your understanding
will be enriched.

Archangel Gabriel, Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary
and Joseph, Simeon and Anna, the Shepherds and
Angels, the Wise Men and Herod— Each had a
voice in the Christmas story.

Experience the blessing, wonder, joy, and peace in a
fresh way as you celebrate the hirth of our Lord,
Christ Jesus.
Mr. Robert Fertitta, Director of Music and
Organist, will provide Christmas hymns for
audience participation.




Stewardship of Time, Talent, and Treasure
Worship Offerings

November 26—December1 $ 7,410.00
Retired Priests of DOB $ 3,665.00
Thanksgiving $ 1,846.00
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Second Collection:
December 14
This weekend’s Second Collection is for
Retired Religious.
This is an annual collection to support retired
elderly religious members in need.

The collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious is taken up each year on the second
Sunday of December. Across the United States,
hundreds of religious communities lack
financial resources sufficient to meet the
retirement and health-care needs of aging
members. The National Religious Retirement
Office (NRRO) coordinates the annual
Retirement Fund for Religious (RFR) collection
and distributes the proceeds to eligible religious
communities. Some 31,000 elderly sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests benefit. The
RFR underwrites financial assistance,
consultation, and education that hetp religious
communities meet the immediate and ongoing
needs of aging members.

MONTHLY COLLECTION
To Support
St. Joseph School Capital Projects
Next weekend, December 20-21,
we will begin a new monthly second collection
to assist St. Joseph School with their fund for
capital projects at the school.

Please make checks payable
1o St. Joseph School.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
CONTACTS

Rev. Eric W. Silva: frsilva@diobpt.org
Parish Office: Tel. (203) 748-8177

Email: recstjoseph®@yahog.com
Office Hours:  Monday-Thurs 9:00AM-4:00PM
Friday 9:00AM-12:00PM

Office Manager: Carol Shepherd
Parish Manager: Anne Leclercq

Li ical Ministries / Music:
Altar Servers: Fr. Silva

Extraordinary Ministers; Readers: Anne Leclercq

Ushers: George Godfrey 203-748-8177
Director of Music & Organist: Mr. Robert Fertitta
profrobfertS2@gmail.com 203-722-8425
Saint Joseph Faith Formation 203-778-1920
Director: Maria Merino-Schweitzer
Secretary:  Cintia Weber
O.C.l.A, Anne Leclercq 203-748-8177
Parish O ization Contact

Parish Corporation Trustees:

Gerald Palanzo, Jr., M.B.A.

Barbara Whitlock, M.S.

Parish Council: Mary Ellen Ryer 203-748-3256
Finance Committee Chairperson:

Lisa Schneider 203-746-5223
Catholic Charities of Northern Fairfield County
Board Member:

Dr. Roger LaGratta rlagratta@comcast.net
Council of Catholic Women:

Antonia Stalzer 203-456-5170
Knights of Columbus: Ryan Moore 203-744-9562
Men’s Faith Group: Mark Azzara 203-947-4012
Lay Carmelites: Diane Chirdo 203-470-0444
Respect Life Group:

Lani Gonzales
Scouts (Boy):

203-512-1629
CGerald Gibson 203-797-1788

s .

Information about our Parish Groups can be
found on the Parish website

www.stjosephdanbury.org

Parish Life tab: Ministries & Organizations.



FAITH FORMATION

The Third Sunday of Advent is known as “Gaudete
Sunday.” Gaudete is the Latin word meaning
“rejoice!” Adventis a season of hope, in which we
acknowledge that salvation is both mysteriously pre-
sent and yet to be fulfilled. In today’s Gospel, we hear
John ask Jesus: Are you the One? lesus does not an-
swer directly, but points to the signs of the kingdom
present in his midst. Try to find signs of hope that God
is present in your life and at work in our world, and
pray that the world will know God's salvation.

The last Faith Formation classes in December will
meet on Tuesday and Wednesday, December 16 and
17. No classes during the last two weeks of Decem-
ber.

For anyone interested, Advent Resources, including
calendars in English and Spanish, are available online
at: https://formationreimagined.org/advent-
resources-2025/

Faith Formation Office Hours — Monday to Wednes-
day from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm and Thursdays from 9:00
amto 12:00 noon. The office is closed on Fridays.
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SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL

it Jeseph -'l:h%‘

Website: www.sjsdanbury.org
Office 203-748-6615

Dr. Louis Howe, Jr., Principal
lhowe@sjsdanbury.org

School Advisory Board: Mrs. Jeanne Spain

Parent Teacher Organization:

Mrs. Katie Duncan ptopresident@sjsdanbury.org

Rose Marie Abramo
Kelli Barrett
Matthew Bernabe
Miguel Boni

Marie Bovaird
Ernestine Clark
Irene Clark
Chuck Daudt
Albert Docktor
Melissa Doreson
Anita Edwards
Anand Gokhale
Marie Hallas
Henry James
Jessy Jos

P.M. Jloseph
Gavin King
Dorothy Koellmer
Livio Malta

David McCann
Catherine McCarthy
Eileen McCarthy

William Marrison
Michelle Mott
Victor Munoz
Marjorie Nodine
Theresa O'Connor
Ethel Pancotti
Joseph Parkis
Michael Pedicini
Joseph Ponmankal
Julie Potenziani
Christine Preisser
Art Regan
Catherine Robinson
Gael Sifuentes
Michael Skomro
Barbara R. Schirmer
George Schur
Jeanne Soraghan
Lorraine Squillante
MaryAnn Storms
Kenneth Towery
Rebecca Zaccardo

PARISH REGISTRATION

Parish Regi .

Welcome! [If you wish to register with St. Joseph

Parish, please complete a registration form and

submit it to the Parish Office.

¢  Registration can be done online through our par-
ish website, on the Newcomers tab:
www.stjosephdanbury.org

¢ Or, youcan stopinto the office and complete a
form.

¢ Pleaseintroduce yourself to Fr. Silva.

Please notify the Parish Office of address changes,
new phone numbers and emait addresses, so that we
may have current information on file.

R tsfor S , m Visits:

For a communion, confession, and/or anointing
homebound visit, please call the Parish Office:
203-748-8177

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and
women to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests,
deacons, and consecrated persons.

Send your Holy Spirit to help others to respond
generously and courageously to your call.
May our community of faith support vocations of
sacrificial love in our youth and young adults.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen
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—WE APPRE(HQTE OUR
PRisss rert OVERNIGHT ADVERTISERS!
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Open 7 day a week with a variety !ms buttetare] Trsk fus!
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WILLIAM RAVEIS
BFAL FSTATE « MORTOAGE » INSURANCE
The | aneeat Favube Ovomad Rl Bt be Coweapmer e he N

SUE FISHER
— Realtor —
C. 2034709291
Sue.Fisher@raveis.com

SueFisherravels.com
48 Mill Plain Rd, Danbury,

- Wllham C. Timmel

Attorney At Law, LLC
Wills ~ Powers of Atto.
Real Estate ~ Probate

203-270-8300
30 Church Hill Road, Newtown
dadatim@yahoo.com

of fresh fish and live seafood.
Todos los dia FRESHFISHCADO
les ofrece mariscos fresco
Place your order or stop in!
@ 397 Main St, Danbury
®203-616-5864 « 646-338-5230
Plenty of parking
FISHCADO K] (@

MDMedAlert!™

v GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com

&

+" Ambulance +” Police « Family

L 0008089294 3 v

AsLuwAs

[203) 144-675

DOM'S  DANBURY'S

FIRST &
GARDEN
EENTER LARGEST

49 Padanaram foad + Danbury, CT J
DUM GE.NEQFILI

o domsgardencenter.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Anthony Praskavich

apraskavich@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6656

NEVER MISS

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week,

| print and digital

DOES YOUR NllNPRllFI
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported

newsletters to reach
your community.

Visit iplcommunities.com

T

O
NEWSLETTER
®
iﬂ .:J

0

Scan to

M Info. 1-800-477-4574 o Publication Support 1-300-888-4574 o www.4lpi.com

St. Joseph, Danbury, CT

03-0283




| compuiments or || JOWDY-KANE
McKENNEY FUNERAL HOME
MECHANICAL 9 Granville Ave., Danbury

203-748-6262

“I[PEMBROKE PUMPING

SERVICE, INC.
Complete Seplic
& Sewer Services
Portable Toilet Rentals
203-746-1424  203-790-8975

BROOKFIELD |

TECHNOLOGY CENTER |

Voice - Data - Cabling - Fiber Opics
Phone Systems - Servers - Firewalls - Wireless

203-775-5009
nfo@btcamenca com | wawwwbleamerica com
44 Oid State Read, Unit 7, New Milford, CT 06776

Anne H. Lynn, mS. CCC-A, FAAA

nghts of Licensed & Ceriified Clinical Audiologist
Columbus | Diagnioslic Hearing Evaluations

MiGivney ,;l Hearing Aids, Repairs, Service
Council #29 | Cuslom Eamold Products
Home Parish Paricipating wfmost Health Ins.

St. Joseph i 203-304-9744

1107 Chusch Hill Rd., Ste. 2E. Sandy Hook, CT
KoC29.0rg 203-744-9562 | annehear711@gmail.com

BUZAID APPLIANCE

»° SCRATCH-N-DENT QUTLET
Norman Buzaid Owner
125 South Street, Danbury CT
203-743-6321
227 Federal Road, Brookfield CT
203-775-7066
www.BuzaidAp nce.com

92 Sandplt Road
Danbury, CT

PLUMBING

AIR CONDITIONING

CT License ¥ 302912 & 284993 HEATING
203-791-8089)

Owned & Operated by Carmine lapaluccio

| "':'green Tunerafﬁome

dly Car:n Eamlhcs Since 1935

57 Main Street
Danbury, CT

Digmigy'

EVERY DETAIL REMEMBERED*

203-748-2131 ||

catholicmaich
Connecticut

Serving breakfast all day

126 South St, Danbury, CT 06810

| DABVEDRIN Order dehvery with . B DleH

Open 24 hours
(203) 743-4004

CatholicMatch. com/CT

ASSOCIATES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

203-617-9291
914-438-5346

Farez72@gmall.com
Kitchens - Bathrooms

Basements « Windows
Electrical - Plumbing l

JOANNE VISOVSKY,
@[ Realtor
COIDWEL @ Licensedin CT & NY
BANKER 914.548.2310

REaALTY JoanneVisovsky@cbrealty.com

WE'RE HIRING!

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.

PANADERIA, PESCADERIA,
CARNICERIA, PRODUCE,
DAIRY, CONGELADOS,
CERVEZA
Tenemos productos
importados de Latino America!

OPEN MON-SAT 7AM-9PM &
SUN 8AM-9PM

La Placita Market
289 Greenwood Avenue, Bethel = 203-616-5967
Visit website: www.laplacitamarkets.com
{ La Placita Bethel Market

e — e L o F e PRI = LAm IET e

Ad info. 1-800-477- 4574 . Puhtlcatlon Support 1-800-888-4574

WORK WITH PURPOSE.

« Puled traming

* Some lravel

« work-lite balance

+ Full-Tirne withy beneftls
+ Harve your Communily

= s—— R me ®

- RECOVER MORE WITH
%.1-844-FOR-SKOR & www.skorlaw.cqm

=

EirE

AD SALES EXECUTIVES “

T S

Contact us at
chrears g dlplicom Gr
W, dlm comjgamans

—— e

———

 www.4lpi.com

St. Joseph, Danbury, CT

05-0283



