SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH

A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN DANBURY

8 RoBINSON AVENUE, DANBURY, CONNEcTICUT 06810-5517
Rectory Telephone: (203)748-8177 Web Page: www.stjosephdanbury.org

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 19, 2025

REV. ERIC W. SILVA, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
DEACON WILLIAM C. TIMMEL, J.D.
MR. ROBERT FERTITTA, B.A., M.A., DIRECTOR OF MusIC

MASSES
SATURDAY ANTICIPATORY MAss — 4:00 PM
SUNDAY — 7:30, 9:30, 11:00 AM AND 5:00 PM

DAILY WEEKDAY — 12:05 PM
SATURDAY — 8:00 AM

(MASS TIMES IN GREEN ARE ALSO LIVE-STREAMED)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
SATURDAYS 8:30 AM-9:30 AM, 3:00 PM-3:45 PM

Saint Joseph Church is wheelchair accessible at the church side entrance. Parking is located at the side of church.



ST. JOSEPH

DANBURY

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, Oct. 18:
8:00 AM In thanksgiving to St. Joseph—Sonia
4:00 PM Int. of Ania Szurawski—Rosemarie Latty

Sunday, Oct. 19:
7:30 AM Franco Potenziani—Wife, Teresa
9:30 AM Albert ). Baldelli—His Daughters
11:00 AM Krystyna Szetella—Christine & Stanley
Zieminski
5:00 PM Intentions of Parishioners

Monday, Oct. 20:
12:05 PM Vincent Keilty—Family

Tuesday, Oct. 21:
12:05 PM Mary Lou & Brian Vaughn—Family

Wednesday, Oct. 22:
12:05 PM Int. of Fr. Nick Pavia—Nancy

Thursday Oct. 23:
12:05 PM loe Valente—M/M Frank Sullivan

Friday, Oct. 24:
12:05 PM Gayle Bragaglia—Aunt

Saturday, Oct. 25:
8:00 AM Marcelle Saint Jean—Fr. Silva
4:00 PM Mr. & Mrs. R. Ferrante—Daughter

Sunday, Oct. 26:
7:30 AM Fred Preston, Jr. (25th Anniv.)—Family
9:30 AM Thornas Newsome—Wife
11:00 AM Erin Schembri—Christine & Stanley
Zieminski
5:00 PM Intentions of Parishioners

The Sanctuary Candle

will burn this week in memory of
Albert J. Baldelli

Requested by his Daughters

@ Meddirg Bartrts

Zachary Jacobellis and Kathryn Coward -1st Banns

Bulletin Blurb
for the Twenty-Ninth Sunday

in Ordinary Time

Praised be Jesus Christ!

In addition to the Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Crdinary
Time, the Catholic Church in the United States and
beyond celebrates World Mission Sunday. On the
second to last Sunday in October each year, we
recommit curselves to the mission that Jesus
Christ has commissioned every single baptized
person for: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of
all nations...”. While not all of us are called by God
to leave our homes and venture out to spread the
Gospel in foreign lands, this commission of Jesus
to His disciples was not only for those who
physically leave their homes, jobs, and families
behind. This Great Commission is for all of us.

Saint Térése of Liseux is one of the patron saints of
missionaries and yet she lived the entirety of her
consecrated life as a cloistered Carmelite Nun.
She had a missionary spirit and would often find
herself praying fervently for those who are in
Africa, Asia, or the Americas. Financial support is
only one way in which we can join the missionary
work taking place all throughout the world and
while it may seem that in the 21" century, that
work may be less evident or less necessary, be
reminded of the simple fact that there have been
more martyrs for lesus Christ in the last 100 years
than the past 1,900 years combined! Pope Leo has
written his first Apostolic Exhortation entitled
Delexi Te in which he writes: “l share the desZaire of
my beloved predecessor that all Christians come to
appreciate the close connection between Christ’s
love and his summons to care for the poor.” | hope
and pray that we all share the same sentiment and
live out, whether we are at home or away, that Great
Commission mandated to us all.

In Christ & Mary,
Father Silva

Reguests for Sacraments and Home Visits:

For a communion, confession, and/or anointing
homebound visit, please call the Parish Office:
203-748-8177




29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 19, 2025

PARISH EVENTS

ADULT BIBLE STUDY:
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Tuesdays, in October & November, 7:00 PM

The group is under way. This coming Tuesday,
October 21, 2025, we will be discussing Chapters
3through 5 of The Acts of the Apostles, as set
forth in the class text. We meet at 7:00 p.m. in the
Buck Religious Education Center. New partici-
pants are always welcome, even on a drop in ba-
sis just to see what we’re doing. Feel free to con-
tact Deacon Bill Timmel for details. Email: dada-
tim@yahoo.co, or telephone at (Daytime): 203-
270-8300 or (Evenings): 203-426-3474.

CCW WARM WEATHER DRIVE
Nov. 15-16 & Nov. 22-23

-"‘ '0"’,’.

St. Joseph Council of Catholic
Women is asking for your help in
’°'c.| M collecting NEW socks, mittens/
gloves and scarves for adults and
children in need. As cold weather approaches, we
would like to collect these items which will be distrib-
uted through Dorothy Day House. Used items cannot

be accepted. Labeled bins will be at the entrances of
the church on the weekends of Nov 15-16 and 22-23.

Save the Date!
THE TWELVE VOICES OF CHRISTMAS
On 12/14/25 at 2:00 pm in St. Joseph Church,
Danbury, The Twelve Voices of Christmas
production will be presented. Please join us in hear-
ing from those most intimately connected with the
birth of our Lord.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

in the menth of November, we remember our be-
loved deceased family and friends. In their honor,
we inscribe their names in a Book of Remem-
brance. Beginning Oct. 18 you may enroll loved
ones online on a form on our church website. If
you prefer, you can submit a card that is availa-
ble in the side vestibule. Please submit names
by October 31.

Order of Mass for the Lord’s Day
29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Processional Hymn
#647 “O Christ, Our Hope”

First Reading: Exodus 17:8-13 *

Resp. Psalm: Psalm 12:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2
Gospel Acclamation: Hebrews 4:12
GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8

Offertory Hymn
#420 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”
Communion Hymn
#509 “Draw Near and Take the Body
of Thy Lord”
Recessional Hymn
#674 "0 Love of God”

*Readings & Gospel: Today’s Missal: pp. 65-66
Hymns: St. Michael Hymnal

DAILY MASS READINGS:

Monday, Oct. 20
Romans 4:20-25 / Resp. Luke1:69-70, 71-72,

73-75/ Luke 12:13-21

Tuesday, Oct. 21
Romans 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21 /Psalm 40:7-8a,
8b-9, 10, 17/ Luke 12:35-38

Wednesday, Oct, 22
Romans 6:12-18/ Psalm 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/
Luke 12:39-48

Thursday, Oct, 23

Romans 6:19-23/Psalm 1:1-2,3,4& 6/
Luke 12:49-53

Friday, Oct. 24

Romans 7:18-25a / Psalm 119:66, 68, 76, 77,
93-94/ Luke 12:54-59

Saturday, Oct. 25
Romans 8:1-11 /Psalm 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/
Luke 13:1-9



SUEPHERDS
AFTER MY
OWN NEART

SEMINARIAN & VOCATIONS DRIVE

BUPPORT GUR SEMINARIANE & YOUND MEN CALLED TD THE PRIEBTHDGD

Bulletin Blurb for October 4-5
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR FUTURE
PRIESTS

Thanks be to God, we have 37 seminarians preparing for the priesthood! The cost
for this formation is more than $70,000 annually which breaks down as follows:

35% Tuition

199 Room & board

21% Health insurance

15% Other living expenses

10% Summer programs & mission trips

Qur seminarians are intensely focused on spiritual growth, academic excellence,
human maturity, and pastoral service. Your support allows them to focus on
preparing to serve as good and holy priests!

We also have an excellent plan to further increase priestly vocations in our
diocese, including:

+ Revitalized Vocation Team

+ Parish Vocation Ministries

- Called by Name Campaign

+ Regional Discernment Groups
+ §t. Andrew Dinners

+ Discernment Retreats

Qur Vocation Team’s overall strategy is to identify and accompany young men as
they hear and respond to God's call

Bishop Caggiano has asked all parishioners to be especially generous to ensure

happy, healthy, holy priests for the future of the Church. Please give at
www.bridgeportpriest.org/give

e DINCESE OF BRIDGEPORT + OFFICE GF VOCATIONS « BRIDEEPORTPRIELT.ORD



Stewardship of Time, Talent, and Treasure
Worship Offerings

October 11-12 $ 7,351.00

This weelkend's second collectionis for
World Mission Sunday

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

The Pontifical Mission Societies USA
“Missionaries of Hope among the Peoples”

“The Pontifical Mission Societies are the pimary means
forawakening missionary responsibilityamong all the
baptized (and for} supporting ecclesial communities in
areas wherethe Churchisyoung” PopeleoXlV

Celebrated everyyearon the second-to-last Sunday of
October, World Mission Sunday is the daywhen Catholics
around the world unite the support the missionarywork of

the Church. Established by Pope Pius Xlin 1926, it
remains the only annualglobal collection that directly
supports the 1,124 mission tenitories where the Churchis
young, struggling, or persecuted. On this day, every parish,
ineverydiocese, inevery country, joins in prayer and giving
to ensure that missionaries can continue theirvital work—
building churches, forming priests, supporting catechists,
and serving communities in need.

PonificalMissi !

SEMINARIANS & VOCATIONS DRIVE

This weekend, baskets are at the church entrance,
for donations to the Diocese of Bridgeport
Seminarian & Vocation Drive. You can submit your
donation pledge card, as well as cash/check

N E o+ Chuorest
2025 Bishop's Appeal

DI©OCESE ©OF BRIDGERPORT

ANNUAL BISHOPS APPEAL

Saint Joseph Parish

2025 Bishop'’s Appeal as of 10/10/25

Bishop's Appeal Goal: $98,000.00

Total Pledged: $81,801

Donors to Date: 299 Donors

To make a gift, or for more information,
please visit us at 2025BishopsAppeal.org
call (203} 416-1470 or scan with your phone.

RETREAT FOR SINGLE WOMEN AGES 18-35

NOVEMBER 7-9, 2025
Q@ HIGGANUM, CT

AP S
offerings to the drive. Please make checks payable to ';i//. SACRLD HEART non&@ TEXT SR. COLLEEN
Diocese of Bridgeport. 46 U JESUS @ B60-368-0826




SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL

Website: www.s]jsdanbury.org
Office 203-748-6615

Dr. Louis Howe, Jr., Principal
thowe@sjsdanbury.org
School Advisory Board: Mrs. Jeanne Spain
Parent Teacher Organization:
Mrs. Katie Duncan ptopresident@sjsdanbury.org

/o@ REMEMBER

Please pray for our parishioners who have requested

prayers, and those currently in nursing homes,
hospitals, or confined to their homes.

Rose Marie Abramo
Kelli Barrett
Matthew Bernabe
Marie Bovaird
Ernestine Clark
Irene Clark
Chuck Daudt
Albert Docktor
Melissa Doreson
Anita Edwards
Anand Gokhale
Marie Hallas
Henry James
Jessy Jos

P.M. Joseph
Gavin King
Dorothy Koellmer
Livio Malta

David McCann
Catherine McCarthy
Eileen McCarthy

3 T R —

William Morrison
Michelle Mott
Victor Munoz
Marjorie Nodine
Theresa O'Connor
Ethel Pancotti
Joseph Parkis
Michael Pedicini
Joseph Ponmankal
Julie Potenziani
Christine Preisser
Art Regan
Catherine Robinson
Michael Skomro
Barbara R. Schirmer

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH CONTACTS

Rev. Eric W. Silva: frsilva@diobpt.org

Parish Office: Tel. (203) 748-8177

Email: recstjoseph@yahoo.com
Office Hours: Monday-Thurs 9:00AM-4:00FPM
Friday 9:00AM-12:00PM

Office Manager: Carol Shepherd
Parish Manager: Anne Leclercq

Litureical Ministries / Music:
Altar Servers: Fr. Silva
Extraordinary Ministers; Readers: Anne Leclercq

Ushers: George Godfrey 203-748-8177
Director of Music & Organist: Mr. Robert Fertitta
profrobfert52@gmail.com 203-722-8425

Saint Joseph Faith Formation 203-778-1920

Director: Maria Merino-Schweitzer
Secretary:  Cintia Weber
0.C.LA. Anne Leclercq
Parish Organization Contacts
Parish Corporation Trustees:

Gerald Palanzo, Jr., M.B.A.

Barbara Whitlock, M.S.

Parish Council: Mary Ellen Ryer 203-748-3256
Finance Committee Chairperson:

Lisa Schneider 203-746-5223
Catholic Charities of Northern Fairfield County
Board Member:

Dr. Roger LaGratta

203-748-8177

Hagratta@comcast.net

George Schur Council of Catholic Women:
Jeanne Soraghan Antonia Stalzer 203-456-5170
kdof:::::;ss‘:z'rlrl::te Knights of Columbus: Ryan Moore 203-744-9562
Kenneth Towery Men’s Falth.Group: N!ark Azzgra 203-947-4012
e Lay Carmelites: Diane Chirdo 203-470-0444
Respect Life Group:
Lani Gonzales 203-512-1629
Scouts (Boy): Gerald Gibson 203-797-1788
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women o serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests,
deacons, and consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help others to respond generously and
courageously to your call. May our community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth and
young adults. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

F
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Facing the end of life, whether for ourselves

or someone we love, can stir fear, sadness and
deep questions about what lies ahead. Yet, in
these moments, we are called to cling to a hope
far greater than anything this world offers.
Christian hope is not just a wish for things to
improve; it is a certainty, rooted in a person who
will never fail us. Our hope rests in the One who
guarantees it—Jesus Christ, who holds our future
in His hands.

So how do we truly live out this hope, especially
when suffering weighs heavy?

Let us use the letters of the word “hope” to

reflect more deeply on the assurance Jesus has
given us.

Holding Fast to Christ

Our hope is not in vague ideas but in Jesus Christ:
God who took on flesh, loved us to the end, and
conqueted death, When life’s final chapter feels
uncertain, He remains our sure and steadfast anchor.
We are held by a God who keeps His promises. “The
mystery of the Redemption of the human person is in
an astonishing way rooted in the loving involvement
of God with human suffering. That is why we can
entrust ourselves to God and to convey this certainty
in faith to the person who is suffering and fearful of
pain and death.”

Anchors

Overcoming Death

Through His resurrection, Jesus Christ, overcame
death and gave us the hope of joining Him in eternal
life. Eternal life is a relationship with our Lord who
does not die, who is Life and Love itself. “Death is a
decisive moment in the human person’s encounter
with God the Savior.”* Thanks to the grace of
Christ, death is not the end of life but a promise of
communion with God. This is the glorious furure
awaiting us, and the great hope that steadies us even
now when we are suffering.

Persevering in Solidarity

The Gospel is not just information; it transforms.

It changes our life and enables us to act. Since we
know who holds our tomorrow, we can face today’s
fears with courage. This hope reshapes how we face
suffering. It means living our final days not in despair,
but with joy, offering our pain as prayer and witness.

This hope is not just for us; it is a light we pass to
others. In hospice rooms, family conversations,
and quiet acts of care for others, we become living
reminders that no life is beyond God’s reach. “The
scene of the Cross provides a way of understanding
that even when it seems that there is nothing more
to do there remains much to do, because ‘remaining’
by the side of the sick is a sign of love and of the
hope that it contains.”* Together, we can build
communities anchored in solidarity that no illness
or grief can destroy. We believe that every human



life, to the very last breath, has inestimable value and
demands our protection and care.

Embracing Suffering —

Jesus did not just observe human suffering—He
entered into it. Our God chose to become like us!
Love Himself chose to suffer with us, and that
changes everything. Even when we feel alone, He is
there, whispering, “I am with you.” Our suffering
becomes meaningful when united to Christ’s
suffering on the Cross. When we unite our pain with
His, it becomes a share in God’s redeeming work, a
mystery where our deepest wounds become vessels
of grace. This is the scandal of our faith: 2 God who
did not spare Himself so that we would know we are
never abandoned.

Isaiah the prophet tells us, “They that hope in the
Lord will renew their strength” (Is. 40:31). In life’s
hardest moments, let us fix our eyes on our Lord
Jesus Christ. He walks this path with us, redeems our
struggles, and promises a dawn where every tear is
wiped away. May His hope light our way, guiding us
and our loved ones to our heavenly home with Him.

\ Samaritanus bonus, Conclusion,
21bid, V, 10.
3 1bid, II.

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. Excerpts from Samaritanus bonss (On
the care of persons in the critical and terminal phases of life) © 2020, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
Models used for illustrative purposes only. Copyright © 2025, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights
reserved.

AR UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS
WW Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities | usccb.org/prolife

6 fb.com/usccbrespectlife X @usccbprolife X @ProjectRachel




Since 2023

[FISHCADO

FRESH i5H OVERNIGHT

T WEAPP

Open 7 day a week with a varicty
of fresh fish and live seafood,
Todos los dia FRESHFISHCADO
les ofrece mariscos fresco
Place your order or stop in!
@ 397 Main St, Danbury
®203-616-5864 » 646-338-5230 :
Plenty of parking

FISHCADO K] (@
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ADVERTISERS!

They allow us o print
this bullatin’ Thank you!

MDMedAlert!™

» Ambulance +” Police + Family

WILLIAM RAVETS
o Lot i e o e e

SUE FISHER
— Realtor —
€. 203.470.9291
Sue.Fisher@raveis.com
Suefisher.raveis.com
48 Mill Plain Ad.. Danbury, CT

RECIATE OUR

Attorney At Law, LLC
Wiills ~ Powers of Attorney
Real Estate ~ Probate

203-270-8300
30 Church Hill Road, Newtown
a.c.iatim_@yahoo..c.om

As anAs

s/ GPS & Fall Alert $

bow 800.808.9294 7'

DOM'S  DANBURY'S

FIRST &
GARDEN
R TER LARGEST

49 Padanaram Read « Danbury, CT
00OM GENERALI

~ [203] 744-6755 = www. numsgarﬁencenler cum

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Anthony Praskavich

apraskavich@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6656

R

NEVER MISS

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

e

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 = Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 © www.4lpi.com

md-medalert.com *

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

Scon o

Visit iplcommunities.com totcetom

OUR BULLETIN!

VISIT WWW.PARISHESONLINE.COM

St. Joseph, Danbury, CT 03-0283

lellam C- Tlmmel.

]
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COMPLIMENTS OF

(>3 MCKENNEY
|8_3 MECHANICAL

JOWDY-KANE
FUNERAL HOME

9 Granville Ave., Danbury

203-748-6262

PEMBROKE PUMPING
SERVICE, INC.
Complete Septic
& Sewer Services
Portable Toilet Rentals
203-746-1424 203-790-8975

BROOKFIELD

TECHNOLOGY CENTER

Voice - Data - Cabling . Fiber Optics
Phane Systems - Servers - Firewalls - Wireless
203-775-5009

info@ntcamenta com | wiav bleamerica com
44 0id State Road, Umit 7, New Miltord, CT 06775

Knights of
Columbus

Home Parish
St Joseph

203-744-9562

KoC29.arg

Anne H. Llynn, m35. CCC-A, FAAA
Licensed & Ceified Clinical Audiologist
Diagnostic Heanng Evaluations
Hearing Aids, Repairs, Service
Custom Earmold Products
Parficipating w/most Healih Ins,
203-304-9744
107 Church Hil Rd., Ste. 2E, Sandy Hook, CT
annehear711@gmail.com

BUZAID APPLIANCE

»° SCRATCH-N-DENT QUTLET
Norman Buzaid Owner
125 Scuth Street, Danbury CT
203-743-6321

227 Federal Road, Brookfield CT
203-775-7066

www.BuzaidAppliance.com

92 Sandpit Road
Danbury, CT

PLUMBING

AIR CONDITIONING

CF License # 302912 4 284995 HEATING
203:791-8089

Owned & Cperated by Carmine lapaluccio

57 Main Street
Danbury, CT

reen Funeral Home

Proudly Caring For Families Since 1933
Burials, Cremations, Pre-arrangements, Monuments and Inscriptions

Dignity

EVERY DETAIL REMEMBERED*®

203-748-2131

catholicmatch
Connecticut

CatholicMatch.com/CT

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

.-

et

Serving breakfast all day

Open 24 hours
(203) 743-4004

126 South St, Danbury, CT 06810

- Libnoe ‘
very with . e

ASSOCIATES

_.———-'—____._-_'-"—..
HOME IMPROVEMENT

203-617-9291
914-438-5346

Farez72@gmail.com
Kitchens - Bathrooms

Basements - Windows
Electrical - Plumbing

JOANNE VISOVSKY,

Realtor
| cOLDWELL Licensed in CT & NY
BANKER 914.548.2310

REALTY JoannelVisovsky@cbrealty.com

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.

PANADERIA, PESCADERIA,
CARNICERIA, PRODUCE,
DAIRY, CONGELADOS,
CERVEZA
Tenemos productos
importados de Latino America!

OPEN MON-SAT 7AM-9PM &
SUN 8AM-9PM

La Placita Market
289 Greenwood Avenue, Bethel » 203-616-5967
Visit website: www.laplacitamarkets.com
f La Placita Bethel Market

WORK WITH PURPOSE.

» Paid training

+ Some travel

* Work-life balance

» Full-Time with benefits
* Serve your community

RECOVERMOREWITH )

Contact us at
careersa4lpl.com or
www.4Ipi.com/careers

[}

|%,1-844-FOR-SKOR @ www.skorlaw.com

St. Joseph, Danbury, CT

[E=rerrers

03-0283




