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Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord  April 5, 2026

REV. ERIC W. SILVA, PASTOR
DEACON WIiLLIAM C. TIMMEL, J.D.
MR. ROBERT FERTITTA, B.A., M.A., DIRECTOR OF MuUsIC

MASSES
SATURDAY ANTICIPATORY MAss — 4:00 PM
SUNDAY — 7:30, 9:30, 11:00 AM AND 5:00 PM

DAILY WEEKDAY — 12:05 PM
SATURDAY — 8.:00 AM

(MASS TIMES IN GREEN ARE ALSO LIVE-STREAMED)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
SATURDAY 8:30 AM-9:30 AM, 3:00 PM-3:45 PM

HOLY HOUR AND CONFESSIONS
MONDAY EVENING 7:00 PM—8:00 PM

Saint Joseph Church is wheelchair accessible at the church side entrance. Parking is located at the side of church.



ST. JOSEPH

DANBURY, CT

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
CONTACTS

Rev. Eric W. Silva: frsilva@diobpt.org

Parish Office: Tel. (203) 748-8177

Email: recstjoseph@yahoo.com
Office Hours: Monday-Thurs 9:00AM-4:00PM
Friday 9:00AM-12:00PM

Office Manager: Carol Shepherd
Parish Manager: Anne Leclercq

Liturgical Ministries / Music:

Altar Servers: Fr. Silva
Extraordinary Ministers; Readers: Anne Leclercq

Ushers: George Godfrey 203-748-8177
Director of Music & Organist: Mr. Robert Fertitta
profrobfert52@gmail.com 203-722-8425
Saint Joseph Faith Formation 203-778-1920
Director: Maria Merino-Schweitzer
Secretary:  Cintia Weber
O.C.I.A. Anne Leclercq 203-748-8177
Parish O ization C

Parish Corporation Trustees:
Gerald Palanzo, Jr., M.B.A.

Barbara Whitlock, M.S.

Parish Council: Mary Ellen Ryer 203-748-3256
Finance Committee Chairperson:

Lisa Schneider 203-746-5223
Catholic Charities of Northern Fairfield County
Board Member:

Dr. Roger LaGratta rlagratta@comcast.net
Council of Catholic Women:

Antonia Stalzer 203-456-5170
Knights of Columbus: Ryan Moore 203-744-9562
Men’s Faith Group: Mark Azzara 203-947-4012

Lay Carmelites: Diane Chirdo 203-470-0444
Respect Life Group:

Lani Gonzales 203-512-1629
Scouts (Boy): John Zilliox 203-770-3454

B
INTENTIONS

Saturday, Apr. 4:
8:00 PM Solemn Easter Vigil

Sunday, Apr. 5: Easter Sunday of the

Resurrection of the Lord
7:30 AM Medlar & Casale Families
—Sue & Vinny Casale
10:00 AM Mikucki Family—Ron
12:00 PM Intentions of Parishioners

Monday, Apr. 6:
12:05 PM Fr. Naji Kiwan—Cheri & John Jowdy

Tuesday, Apr. 7:
12:05 PM Deceased of KofC Council #29
—Knights of Columbus Council #29

Wednesday, Apr 8:
12:05 PM Eugene Grenier—Family

Thursday Apr 9:
12:05 PM Thomas A. Smith—M/M Frank Sullivan

Friday, Apr. 10:
12:05 PM Helen & Walter Wayman
—Barbara & Family

Saturday, Apr. 11:
8:00 AM Intentions of St. Joseph School
4:00 PM Jose Madera (6th Anniv.)—Family

Sunday, Apr. 12: Divine Mercy Sunday
7:30 AM Marie Kornhaas
—Brendan & Jeanne Spain
9:30 AM McNerny Family—Family
11:00 AM Repose of the Souls of Virginia & John
McGowan & Donald Silva—Fr. Silva
5:00 PM Intentions of Parishioners

Please Pray for the Repose
of the Souls of:

Francesca Birungi
Martin Agaba

The Sanctuary Candle will burn
this week in memory of

Betty & George A. Repko

Requested by:
George, Jim, Deanna




EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD APRIL 5, 2026

Pastor’s Corner for Solemnity of the Resurrection of the Lord

Praised be Jesus Christ!

Alleluia! “The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone (Psalm 118:22)!”

A very happy, joyful, and blessed Easter to you all! The Rites of the Church, particularly around
these most sacred mysteries that we have celebrated the past three days (the Sacred Paschal
Triduum), have all culminated in what we are celebrating today: The Solemnity of the
Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. All of the signs and symbols, celebrated during the
Triduum, only make sense in light of the Resurrection. Instead of proclaiming the creed as we
normally do on Sundays and Solemnities, we renew our Baptismal promises together as a
congregation...as the one Body of Christ, the Church: “Do you renounce Satan...?”, “Do you
believe in God, the Father almighty...?”, “Do you believe in Jesus Christ...?”, “Do you believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?”. With hearts full and with firm resolve, we
collectively respond “l do!”. Make no mistake, this is no mere blind ritual or subtle reminder of
what promises our parents and godparents (for most of us} made so many years ago. This is our
reminder that we not only believe in abstract moral and absolute truths, but that we believe in He
to whom we belong. Every time we renew our baptismal promises and every time we profess this
creed, we are realighing the entirety of our lives towards He to whom we belong.

Jesus Christ bursts forth from the tomb this Easter Sunday, conquering sin and death, to claim
us as His own. “We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture (Psalm 100:3).” We must be
reminded of this truth and then we must remind ourselves of this truth: that no matter where we
are in our lives in regard to our relationship to our faith, the Church, our moral lives, and the
heavenly Father, we belong to Him. What consolation it must be to anyone who is far from the
love of God to know that they only have to turn their gaze to His in order to be redeemed and
reclaimed; that He trusts us so entirely that we have the freedom, in love, to walk away from Him
but also to return.

The Easter celebration, while celebrated annually, cannot be seen as a mere once a year
celebration, but as an opportunity. Will we proclaim with the whole of our being in this new year
Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives? Will we allow ourselves to fall more in love with He who
conguered sin and death this day by bursting forth from the tomb to show us what we too are
made for? Will we take to heart each and every “l do” in response to those baptismal promises
that we now make for ourselves? it need not be done perfectly because no one does it perfectly,
which is why we make these sometimes daily renewals of our lives.

The Church...our parish here at Saint Joseph in Danbury exists as an extension of Christ’'s
merciful love and in the same way that Christ only invites, and never forces, we too invite all of
you, God’s chosen people, to encounter the Risen Lord in a new and life-changing way this
Easter season. Regardless of where you are in your lives, renewal is a necessary component of
living out a resurrected faith. | pray for all of you, most especially at the altar of sacrifice, that
with this Easter celebration come innumerable and life-changing blessings for you and your
families. God bless you all and have a very happy and Blessed Easter. Christ is truly risen,
indeed!

In Christ & Mary,
Father Silva



P T
ARISH EVENTS  REMEMBER

EASTER MASSES ; W lsr gprieet e s
Sat.Apr.4: 8:00 PM Solemn Easter Vigil pee
(live-streamed)
Sun. Apr.5: 7:30 AM Rose Marie Abramo Eileen McCarthy
10:00 AM (live-streamed) Kelli Barrett William Morrison
12:00 PM Miguel Boni Michelle Mott
) Marie Bovaird Nick Munoz
PARISH OFFICE Ernestine Clark Vlcthr .Munoz‘
The Office is cl d on Mon. April 6 Irene Clark Marjorie Nodine
2 LGRS CCS8C 0 A Chuck Daudt Joseph Parkis
WEEKLY HOLY HOUR & CONFESSION Jonathan DeMarco Michael Pedicini
Mondav. April 6. f 2:00-8:00 PM Albert Docktor Joseph Ponmankal
onday, ApriL S, from 7 : Edith Donald Christine Preisser
Anita Edwards Lilian Rivera
I H:LY:A:;E7D§:OO'-I'8I%I:: PM Anand Gokhale Catherine Robinson
ues ay,‘ p ) - Marie Hallas Barbara R. Schirmer
Adoration and Confession Henry James Gael Sifuentes
Jessy Jos Michael Skomro
P.M. Joseph Jeanne Soraghan
Gavin King Lorraine Squillante
Dorothy Koellmer Kenneth Towery
INSTALLATION MASS & RECEPTION Livio Malta Rebecca Zaccardo
. Catherine McCarth
Sunday, April 12 y
11:00 Mass
Please join us to celebrate the Please keep our parishioners in prayer,
Installation Mass especially those on our prayer listing, the

for our Pastor homebound, their families and caregivers.

Rev. Eric W. Silva

A reception will follow in the

Church Hall For a Communion, confession, and/or anointing
’ homebound visit, please call the Parish Office:
203-748-8177

Everyone is invited.

Easter Blessing

Dear Lord,
"’ Your redemption has been known in every age.

You have never stopped inviting us closer into Your presence.
Fill us anew this Easter season, bringing new hope, new life,
and new light into our journey.

4 4 _ Amen.
'.’-I}HHISTIS RIS EN M@Lpi




Stewardship of Time, Talent, and Treasure Worship Offerings

Weekly Offertory 3/24/26—3/30/26 will be provided in the next bulletin

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES - PART 2

All interested parishioners (and guests) are
invited to participate in the upcoming session of our
adult bible study program.

Acts, written by St. Luke, is the companion piece to
his Gospel. The first half of Acts presents the Ascen-
sion of Jesus, the descent of the Holy Spirit, and the
subsequent actions of St. Peter and the other Apos-
tles as they converted people to Christianity in Jerusa-
lem.

The second half of Acts concentrates on the con-
version of St. Paul, his missionary trips to convert
Gentiles, and his arrest and trip to Rome where he
was tried, condemned and put to death. Throughout,
itis inspiring to see the Holy Spirit in action among
some familiar saints who are shown to be very human.

As we have in the past, we are employing a nation-
ally known program “Little Rock Scripture Study”,
published by The Liturgical Press. The study was divid-
ed into two sections. The first section (the first 15
chapters of Acts) was presented last Fall. The second
section {Acts chapters 16 through 28) will be present-
ed in April and May of this year.

The group meets each week to discuss the read-
ings. Each session will take place on Tuesday, from
7:00 to approximately 8:30 p.m., in the Carmen
Buck Religious Education Building. The meeting
dates will be April 14, 21 and 28, and May 5. Each
meeting will also be presented on Zoom. Zoom meet-
ings will be recorded and can be viewed at a later time
for those who are not able to attend the live classes.

Those who are just now joining the group for Part 2
may wish to purchase the books which give some
commentary on the readings. For more information,
to register for the program, or for information on ob-
taining books, please contact Deacon Bill Timmel at
dadatim@yahoo.com, or {M-F 8-5) at 203-270-8300.
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2026 Bishop's Appeal

Saint Joseph Parish

2026 Bishop’s Appeal as of 3/27/26

Bishop’s Appeal Goal: $98,000
Total Pledged: 550,981 (52%)
Donors to Date: 132 Donors

To make a gift, or for more information, please visit us
at 2026BishopsAppeal.org, call (203) 416-1470 or scan
with your phone.




FAITH FORMATION

On behalf of the Faith Formation ministry, we
wish all families a blessed and joyous Easter!
“This is the day the Lord has made,
let us rejoice and be glad!”

Director’s Note: During Lent we prepared
ourselves to remember and celebrate Jesus'
death and Resurrection. During the season of
Easter, the Church asks us to reflect on Jesus'
Resurrection and what it means for us as his dis-
ciples today. We can spend time during the East-
er season thinking about Jesus' Resurrection and
the gift of eternal life that he gives to us.

{Sunday Connection, LP)

Calendar—In April, we will continue meeting on
Tuesdays, April 14, 21, and 28, and on Wednes-
days, April 15, 22, and 29. Please know that we
will not have classes during the first full week of
April, which is spring recess for Danbury Public
Schools.

Faith Formation Office Hours— Monday to
Wednesday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm and Thurs-
days from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon. The office is
closed on Fridays.
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Volunteering: For anyone, 18 years and older,
interested in volunteering at St. Joseph Parish

and/or St. loseph School, VIRTUS Safe Environ-
ment training (Protecting God's Children for
Adults) is required. Please see the Diocese of
Bridgeport website for information and sessions:

www.bridgeportdiocese.org/safe-environment

SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL

Website: www.sjsdanbury.org
Office 203-748-6615

Dr. Louis Howe, Jr., Principal
lhowe@sjsdanbury.org

School Advisory Board: Mrs. Jeanne Spain
Parent Teacher Organization:

Mrs. Katie Duncan ptopresident@sjsdanbury.org

OPEN ENROLLMENT

St. Joseph School is pleased to announce that
Open Enrollment for the 2026-2027 school year
is now underway for Pre-K3 through 7th Grade.

Please contact us to check availability.
Tours available.

Email us at: Admissions@sjsdanbury.org

New Day Bereavement Program
Spring Session registration now open
Tuesday afternoons 4:30-6:00pm
Aprit 7 -June 2
St. Mary Church, 26 Dodgingtown Rd., Bethel
www,Thegrief.org
Carolyn Killian - 203-404-0023

JUNE 10, | o RICHTER PARK

2026 GOLF COURSE

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO HELP CONTACT DENIS:
SJSGOLFOUTING @S JSDANBURY.ORG
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