SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH

A ROMAN CATHoOLIC COMMUNITY IN DANBURY

8 ROBINSON AVENUE, DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810-5517
Rectory Telephone: (203)748-8177 Web Page: www.stjosephdanbury.org

Fourth Sunday of Lent  March 15, 2026

REV. ERIC W. SILVA, PASTOR
DEACON WILLIAM C. TIMMEL, J.D.
MR. ROBERT FERTITTA, B.A., M.A., DIRECTOR OF MusIC

MASSES
SATURDAY ANTICIPATORY MASS — 4:00 PM
SUNDAY — 7:30, 9:30, 11:00 AM AND 5:00 PM

DAILY WEEKDAY — 12:05 PM
SATURDAY - 8:00 AM

(MASS TIMES IN GREEN ARE ALSO LIVE-STREAMED)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
SATURDAY 8:30 AM-9:30 AM, 3:00 PM-3:45 PM

HoOLY HOUR AND CONFESSIONS
MONDAY EVENING 7:00 PM—8:00 PM

Saint Joseph Church is wheelchair accessible at the church side entrance. Parking is located at the side of church.



ST. JOSEPH

DANBURY, CT

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
CONTACTS

Rev. Eric W. Silva: frsilva@diobpt.org

Parish Office:. Tel. (203) 748-8177

Email: recstjoseph@yahgo.com

Office Hours:  Monday-Thurs 9:00AM-4:00PM
Friday 9:00AM-12:00PM

Office Manager: Carol Shepherd
Parish Manager: Anne Leclercq

Altar Servers: Fr. Silva

Extraordinary Ministers; Readers: Anne Leclercq

Ushers: George Godfrey 203-748-8177
Director of Music & Organist: Mr. Robert Fertitta
profrobfertS2@gmail.com 203-722-8425
Saint Joseph Faith Formation 203-778-1920
Director: Maria Merino-Schweitzer
Secretary:  Cintia Weber
O.C.ILLA. Anne Leclercq 203-748-8177
Parish O ization Contact

Parish Corporation Trustees:

Gerald Palanzo, Jr., M.B.A.

Barbara Whitlock, M.S.

Parish Council: Mary Ellen Ryer 203-748-3256
Finance Committee Chairperson:

Lisa Schneider 203-746-5223
Catholic Charities of Northern Fairfield County
Board Member:

Dr. Roger LaGratta rlagratta@comcast.net
Council of Catholic Women:

Antonia Stalzer 203-456-5170
Knights of Columbus: Ryan Moore 203-744-9562
Men’s Faith Group: Mark Azzara 203-947-4012

Lay Carmelites: Diane Chirdo 203-470-0444
Respect Life Group:

Lani Gonzales 203-512-1629
Scouts (Boy): John Zilliox 203-770-3454

et ot

Information about our Parish Groups can be
found on the Parish website

www . stjosephdanbury.org
Parish Life tab: Ministries & Organizations.
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SINTENTIONS

Saturday, Mar. 14:
8:00 AM Catherine Valente—Family
4:00 PM John Masi—Michele & Family

Sunday, Mar. 15:
7:30 AM Pasquale Perry—Son, John
9:30 AM Dolores Barrett—Ray & Maria
11:00 AM Juan Ramirez—Family
5:00 PM Intentions of Parishioners

Monday, Mar. 16:
12:05 PM Mary C. Smith—M/M Frank Sullivan

Tuesday, Mar. 17:
12:05 PM Int. of Mary Lou Scebelo
—Szurawski Family

Wednesday, Mar. 18:
12:05 PM Natividad Gonzalez—Zobia DelLeon

Thursday Mar. 19: St. Joseph, Spouse of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
9:00 AM Intentions of Parishioners
12:05 PM Giuseppe & Nina Ferraro—Cousin
5:00 PM Intentions of Parishioners

Friday, Mar. 20:
12:05 PM Fr. Naji Kiwan—Cheri & John Jowdy

Saturday, Mar. 21:
8:00 AM Intentions of our Parishioners
4:00 PM Kenneth Ruppeil—Daughter, Brenda

Sunday, Mar. 22:
7:30 AM Caroline & Eugene Montalto
—Donna Montalto
9:30 AM Mario & Patricia Riccardi
—Ivo & Alberta Riccardi
11:00 AM Thomas A. Smith—M/M Frank Sullivan
5:00 PM Intentions of Parishioners

The Sanctuary Candle will burn
this week in memory of

Francesca Mariani

Requested by:
Rocco & Angela Cefaloni




FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 15, 2026

Pastor’s Corner for the Fourth Sunday of Lent

Praised be Jesus Christ!

This coming Thursday, March 19", we celebrate our patronal feast day of Saint Joseph! There are
many practices and devotions to Saint Joseph that have been passed down through the genera-
tions, such as, the Litany of Saint Joseph”, the Novena to Saint Joseph {(or the Holy Cloak of Saint
Joseph), the Cord of Saint Joseph, the Rosary of Saint Joseph, the devotion to the sleeping Joseph,
the consecration to Saint Joseph, and so many more. One particular devotion to Saint Joseph is
incredibly powerful and has been prayed in a variety of ways throughout the centuries: the Seven
Sorrows and Seven Joys of Saint Joseph. This devotion meditates on seven joyful moments in the
life of Saint Joseph as well as seven sorrowful moments in his life. It is rooted in the biblical text
and it allows all those who are willing to set aside intentional time for meditation on these mo-
ments to delve into the relatively clandestine life of our patron saint. The devotion has sometimes
been prayed on the seven Sundays leading up to the feast day of Saint Joseph but it need not be
prayed in that way because it is also a beautiful and powerful meditation that can (and should!} be
prayed throughout the entirety of the year. The devotion is a prayerful opportunity to “help us find
out what God is telling us through the simple life of Mary’s husband” (St. Josemaria Escriva; Christ
is passing By, no. 39). Read the scriptural passages, reflect, and pray on the individual sorrows and
joys; it is customary to say one “Our Father”, one “Hail Mary”, and one “Glory be” after reflecting
on each individual sorrow or joy. | would encourage families to pray this together, possibly before
dinner or bedtime, in order to grow in our love for Saint Joseph, as well as to grow in our love of his
virginal son, Jesus. We could never love Saint Joseph as much as Jesus but we certainly can try!
God bless you all, a very blessed feast day of Saint Joseph, and a most fruitful rest of your Lenten
season. Saint Joseph, pray for us!

In Christ & Mary,
Father Silva

n Sorr & Seven f Sain h

12t Sorrow: “The Doubt of Saint Joseph” 4t Joy: “The Effects of the Redemption”
(Matthew 1:19) (Luke 2:38)

1# Joy: “The Message of the Angel” 5th Sorrow: “The Flight into Egypt”
{(Matthew 1:20) (Matthew 2:14)

2r Sorrow: “The Poverty of Jesus’ Birth” 5 Joy: “The Overthrow of the Idols in Egypt”
(Luke 2:7) (Isaiah 19:1)

2nd Joy: “The Birth of the Savior” 6t Sorrow: “The Perilous Return From Egypt”
(Luke 2:10-11) (Matthew 2:22)
«d Sorrow: “The Circumcision” 6t Joy: “Life with Jesus and Mary at Nazareth”
(Luke 2:21) (Luke 2:39)

31d Joy: “The Holy Name of Jesus” 7t Sortow: “The Loss of the Child Jesus™
(Matthew 1:25) (Luke 2:25)

4 Sorrow: “The Prophecy of Simeon” 7t Joy: “The Finding of the Child Jesus in the

{Luke 2:34) Temple” (Luke 2:46)



PARISH EVENTS

CCW IRISH SODA BREAD SALE
& RAFFLE BASKETS
Weekend of March 14-15
In the Main St. Vestibule After Masses

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN
(CCW) MEETING
Monday, March 16
1:00 PM in the Rel. Ed. Building

WEEKLY HOLY HOUR & CONFESSION
Monday, March 16 from 7:00-8:00 PM

ST. JOSEPH FEAST DAY MASS SCHEDULE
9:00 AM—St. Joseph School & Parishioners
12:05PM & 5:00 PM

*»***ST. JOSEPH FEAST DAY RECEPTION****
Thursday, March 19
After 5:00 Mass in the Church Hall
Italian pastries and fellowship for all!

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Friday, March 20 from 5:00-6:00 PM
(And all Fridays in Lent)

L) L L) * * »

5t, Joseph's Council of Catholic Women [CCW] Presents:

gt Patrick's Day Irsh Soda Breaq g,
+1“mm'ﬂh

Weekend of March 14 & 16 »
In Main Street Vestibule After All Masses

Irish Soda Bread — Back by Popular Demand!
$700 each for both Plain and Seeded {
»

7 Big Beautiful Raffie Baskets:

Foe the Ladies—Spa Dag Beskst

For the Men—Tools & Spirits Basket

FPor the Sonl —Spirtinal Reflection & Study Basket

For the Family—#1 Mangia! Mangial lialian Basket
#2 "Dat, pinzal"Come oo, pizsel” ltalian Basket
#3 Buon Appetitol ltalian Basket

Fox the Irish in Us All—St Patrick's Day Bosket

Raffle Tickets are $5 each and 3 for §10

Lenten Stational Churches Pilgrimage

The Diocese’s Lenten Pilgrimage is underway
with daily Masses in 30 churches {Ash Wed.)
through April 2 (Holy Thursday morning).

Participation Pamphlets, with Bishop Caggiano’s
Message, Prayer, and the schedule of Masses,
are available at the church entrances.

All are welcome and encouraged to participate
in this special devotional opportunity.

Missionary Sponsorship Opportunity

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This summer | am serving as a Service Corps high
school missionary with the Apostolate for Family
Consecration in Ohio. There, over 1,000 families
encounter Christ through the Fatima message dur-
ing a week-long vacation/retreat. | am a parishioner
of St. Joseph. My family loves the AFC's retreats,
and | have been attending ever since | was a baby. |
humbly ask you to partner with me in supporting the
AFC's mission. Your prayers and your sacrifices are
irreplaceable. Financial support goes to the AFC,
helping to house the summer missionaries and
keep costs down for families to attend the AFC's
retreats.

If you are willing to donate, scan the QR code, scroll
down to "Monica Suess” on the page it directs you
to, click the "Support" button beneath my name,
and fill out the information. To find out more about
the AFC, visit afc.org.

| truly appreciate your partnership with me to sup-
port the AFC. | am praying and sactrificing for you as
| serve this summer.
In Christ,

Monica Suess




Stewardship of Time, Talent, and Treasure Worship Offerings

Weekly Offertory 3/3/26—3/9/26 $8,786.00

This weekend's Second Collection is for Catholic Relief Services & Aid to Church in
Central & Eastern Europe

Loaves & Fishes donations are accepted throughout Lent.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES - PART 2

All interested parishioners (and guests) are
invited to participate in the upcoming session of our
adult bible study program.

Acts, written by St. Luke, is the companion piece to
his Gospel. The first half of Acts presents the Ascen-
sion of Jesus, the descent of the Holy Spirit, and the
subsequent actions of St. Peter and the other Apos-
tles as they converted people to Christianity in Jerusa-
lem.

The second half of Acts concentrates on the con-
version of St. Paul, his missionary trips to convert
Gentiles, and his arrest and trip to Rome where he
was tried, condemned and put to death. Throughout,
it is inspiring to see the Holy Spirit in action among
some familiar saints who are shown to be very human.

As we have in the past, we are employing a nation-
ally known program “Little Rock Scripture Study”,
published by The Liturgical Press. The study was divid-
ed into two sections. The first section (the first 15
chapters of Acts) was presented last Fall. The second
section (Acts chapters 16 through 28) will be present-
ed in April and May of this year.

The group meets each week to discuss the read-
ings. Each session will take place on Tuesday, from
7:00 to approximately 8:30 p.m., in the Carmen
Buck Religious Education Building. The meeting
dates will be April 14, 21 and 28, and May 5. Each
meeting will also be presented on Zoom. Zoom meet-
ings will be recorded and can be viewed at a later time
for those who are not able to attend the live classes.

Those who are just now joining the group for Part 2
may wish to purchase the books which give some
commentary on the readings. For more information,
to register for the program, or for information on ob-
taining books, please contact Deacon Bill Timmel at
dadatim®@yahog.com, or (M-F 9-5) at 203-270-8300.
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2026 Bishop's Appeal

DIOCESE OF BRIDGEPORT

Saint Joseph Parish

2026 Bishop’s Appeal as of 3/6/26

Bishop’s Appeal Goal: 598,000
Total Pledged: $30,665 (31%)
Donors to Date: 61 Donors

To make a gift, or for more information, please visit us at
2026BishopsAppeal.org, call (203) 416-1470 or scan with
your phone,

stand by the side entrance.
Please submit completed pledge cards into the
box at the bulletin stand, or to the Parish Office.

If you include payment with your pledge card,
please make checks payable to Bishop’s Appeal.

Funds pledged or gifts over our goal, by June
30, will be returned to St. Joseph Parish.

Thank you to all parishioners who have already
contributed to the Annual Bishop's Appeal .




FAITH FORMATION

In Baptism, Jesus reveals himself to us. We are
called to be like the man in this Sunday’s Gospel,
accepting the gift from Jesus so that we may truly
see Jesus as our Lord and worship him. Jesus
heals the man born blind and reveals himself to
him as the Son of Man. It was truly a great gift
when Jesus healed the man’s blindness, but it
was an even greater gift when Jesus revealed him-
self as the Son of Man, the Messiah. And the man
received that second gift as willingly as he ac-
cepted the first one. He became a believer and
worshiped Jesus.

When infants are baptized, parents, with the help
of the godparents, assume responsibility for rais-
ing the child as a follower of Jesus. The process of
maturation in the faith is much like the example
found in the story of the man born blind. The man
is cured of his blindness. Each time he meets
someone after the healing, the man comesto a
deeper awareness of who Jesus is. In a similar
way, we who are baptized continue to mature in
faith as our relationship with and knowledge
about Jesus grows. (Sunday Connection, LP)

Our last classes in March continue to meet on
Tuesdays, March 17, 24, and 31, and on Wednes-
days, March 18 and 25. Our Confirmation candi-
dates will present a moving enactment of the
Living Stations of the Cross, on Friday, March
27, at 7pm in the church.

Please pray for all Faith Formation candidates
who will be receiving sacraments this spring.

Faith Formation Office Hours:

Monday to Wednesday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Thursdays from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon

The office is closed on Fridays.

SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL

Website: www.sjsdanbury.org
Office 203-748-6615

Dr. Louis Howe, Jr., Principal
lhowe@sjsdanbury.org

School Advisory Board: Mrs. Jeanne Spain

Parent Teacher Organization:

Mrs. Katie Duncan ptopresident@sjsdanbury.org

New Day Bereavement Program
Spring Session registration now open
Tuesday afternoons 4:30 - 6:00pm
April7-June 2

St. Mary Church, 26 Dodgingtown Rd., Bethel
www.Thegrief.org
Carolyn Killian - 203-404-0023

JUNE 10, 2026

RICHTER PARK
GOLF COURSE

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO HELP CONTACT DENIS!:
SJSGOLFOUTING@SJSDANBURY.ORG

For a Communion, confession, and/or ancinting
homebound visit, please call the Parish Office:
203-748-8177




FSHCADO)

Open 7 day a week with a variety
of fresh fish and live seafood.
Todos los dia FRESHFISHCADO
les ofrece mariscos fresco
Place your order or stop in!
@ 397 Main St, Danbury
®203-616-5864 « 646-338-5230
Plenty of parking
FISHCADORJ(E)

WILLTIAM RAVEIS

—— REal ESTATE » MORTGAGF + INSURANCE

The Largeat Famuly Owned Real Ecoic Company w the Noctheat

T WE APPRECIATE 0UR
. ADVERTISERS!

They atlow ".‘ IH ‘nrint
this bulietin. Thank yout

MDMedAlert!™

" Ambulancn v’ Police v Family

2

v GPS & Fall Alert

2 I800.80892%4 ;i

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Anthony Praskavich

apraskavich@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6656

NEVER MISS

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

SUE FISHER
— Realtor —
€. 2034709291
Sue Fisher@raveis.com
SueFisher.avels.com
48 Ml Plaln RG., Danbury, CT

.

| ANEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
| print and digital
newsletters to reach
| your community,

Visit Iplcommunities.com

B Wam C. Timmel

Attorney At Law, LLC

| Wills ~ Powers of Attorney

Real Estate ~ Probate

203-270-8300
30 Church Hill Road, Newtown

dadatim@yahoo.com

DOM'S  DANBURY'S
FIRST &

GARDEN | ARGEST

CENTER

‘ 49 Padanaram Road = Danbury, CT

00M GENERALI

2 | [203) 744-6755 - www.domsgardencenter.com |

Scan to
contact us!

VISIT WWW.PARISHESONLINE.COM

®

Ad infe. 1-800-477-4574 « Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 » www.4lpi.com

St. Joseph, Danbury, CT

93-0283
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COMPLIMENTS OF JOWDY KANE PEMBROKE PUMPING BROOKFIELD

M SERVICE, INC. TECHNOLOGY CENTER
McKENNEY FUNERAL HO Complete Septic Voice - Data - Cabling - Fiber Dptics

. & Sewer Services Phone Systems - Servers - Firewals - Wireless
MECHANICAL 9 Granville Ave., Danbury

Portable Toilet Rentals 203-775-5009

203-748-6262 203-746-1424  203-790-8075 | [T L p bt i

. Lynn, MS. CCC-A. 1 Sandpit Road :
Knights of Ucen‘:::el’::g%nedMéﬂﬁgﬂAAzmogIsf B“ZAID APPLIA"CE ginb:pCTDa e =i 4

Coumbus Fochipin-tikiridll| [ ° SCRATCH-N-DENT OUTLET
c Custom Eammold Products e PLUMBING
Home Parish Pexticipating wimost Health Ins. 203-743-6321 AIR CONDITIONING
i 203-304-9744 227 Federal Road, Brookfield CT crlimentavayi2 4 26003 THEATING
107 Church Hil Rd., Ste. 2€. Sandy Hook. CT 203-775-7066 203-791-8089
KoC29.0rg  203-744-9562 annehear7118gmall.com Owned & Operated by Cemnine lapaluccio

www.Buzaid;A!ppliance.com

[ Green Funeral Home —  |Relelloanelicnn
: fﬁ Proudly Cering For Families Since 1935 e SR T :
sl ik ,:Burlals, Cremations, Pre-ammangements, Monuments and Inscriptions | .onneclticu

Daabarr CF Dignity  203.748-2131 ASSOCIATES |
EVERY DETAIL REMEMBERED® Cuthc:lrchmfch com/CT m
!
Servmg breakfast all day :&?;631872:2; i
Open 24 hours
(.-!na) 743-4004 Farez72cgmail.com

126 South St, Danbury, CT 06810 Kitchens - Bathrooms
Basements - Windows

DAGVEORIN Order dehvery with . BT Electrical - Plumbing

* JOANNE VISOVSKY,
CIE_?) @@ Realtor
=T Licensed in CT & NY

CoURNEL  914.548.2310 ' Al BEYOURSELF
REALTY JoanneVisovsky@cbrealty.com - ; BRING YOUR PASSION.

WORK WITH PURPOSE.

+ Paicl frinning
« Some trave

PANADERIA, PESCADERIA,
CARNICERIA, PRODUCE,

DA'HY’;;:?,?::'\ADOS' - Work-hie batance conlac‘.?s’ at
i : I S cirpary:adipl,cQm or
Tenemos productos A AGIEAL XD E DT wwwe.A D comgammars
importados de Latino America! = Sarve your Community BRI B e
OPEN MON-SAT 7AM-9PM & — —
SUN 8AM-9PM

La Placita Market
289 Greenwood Avenue, Bethel - 203-616-5967 RECOVER MORE WITH

Visit website: www.laplacitamarkets.com 8
f La Placita Bethel Market ||| %1-844-FOR-SKOR & www.skorlaw.com
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

(iei} Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 = Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 www.4lpl.corﬁ St. Joseph, Danbury, CT 03-0283



