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Scandia is blessed to have you serve. The dedication to
our ministry is truly a testament of your love for your
church and community. Thank you for being a shining
light in our congregation.




PASTOR ELAN’S MESSAGE PASTOR ELAN’S MESSAGE

This morning, | got up early and went over to the fellowship hall to watch the
sunrise and admire the beautiful windows that Pastor Carroll Marohl and Cher-
yl Drew made with the help of their wonderful spouses, Cynthia and Warren. It
was still dark when | got there, much as it was the other night when Pastor
Carroll came to talk to the Confirmation classes about the windows. | shared
how the windows weren't shining. We couldn't see what they were because
the light wasn't shining through. The stained glass windows were in darkness,
the world is in darkness, just like we are, until the light of God shines through.

Pastor Carroll gave a wonderful introduction to the Confirmation classes about
the windows and the stories behind them. If you have not seen the windows, |
encourage you to please come over and look at them. If you would like to
watch the sunrise, let me know the night before, and I'll make sure the church
is unlocked for you. The fellowship hall is a great place to walk, sit, read, or
meditate. So much went into the windows: the countless hours, the thoughts,
the prayers, the joy, and even the heartbreak. They are a gift of love, and you
can feel God's blessing on these windows. I'm certain of it. There's something
holy about being around them, locking at them, just seeing the sunlight shine
through the glass, knowing they are telling the story of God's lave far this
world. The Holy Spirit is hovering over the chaos as God brings light into our
world.

On this morning, my attention was drawn to window numberthree: the stone
tablets, "Broken Promises. Stolen Dreams.' As | sat in the dark, the sun started
slowly shining through. It began with a pink tinge. To elaborate a little, if you
haven't seen them, the calorin the actual glass is more of 2 burnt orange. The
window depicts the devastation, the drought, and the barren landscape, re-
flecting the condition of the Israelites as they came out of Egypt. While |
watched, the light shining through got brighter and brighter, turming to a
deeperred, almost a dried-blood color.

My thoughts focused on those Ten Commandments and how they were given
to the people as a2 way to live. The Ten Commandments were given to Moses,
who brought them down the mountain to the people below. They had had
enough of waiting for Moses. They were having an orgy, as Pastor Carroll
points out, not just a party but an orgy, and made for themselves a falseidol.
Moses was upset. He threw the Commandments and broke them, but God
gave him another set.

What people tend to forget about the Ten Commandments is God gave these
laws to the people out of love. The commandments are a way to live. Don't do
these things; do these things, but behind the law, the motivation was always
love. | know we forget that in our day-to-day lives, even in our education and
teaching, just as the Israelite people did in the time of Christ.

It wasn't until centuries later that Luther elaborated on what this means.
What does it mean when we love God? What does it mean when we don't lie,
that we don't steal, and that we don't kill? The motivation behind all this is to
love Cod and love each other. It's not just about rules for better behavior; it's
about treating everybody with decency and respect. The love behind the gift
helped us understand, but | don't think we really understood it fora long
time.

It wasn't until, as Pastor Carroll likes to say, God's Plan B: when Jesus Christ
was made incarnate through the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus Christ taught us about what love is. Jesus Christ, the image of God
showed us God's heart and the love behind every single thing that God does
to help make this world a better place. The laws weren't given just to make
us behave. They were to offer us 2 better way of life, a blueprint of caring for
each other. A way to live that lets the light of God shine through each one of
our lives.

The way the sun shines through those beautiful windows. Evenin the dark-
ness, when you can't see anything but shadows and suggestions of what
they could be like, they tell a story about what this world would be like, what
we as individuals would be like without the love of God. The darkness we
would be forevertrapped in without the differences in this world that the
coming of Jesus Christ made, and continues to make through the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Let there be light!

Pastor Elan Ashby

We will be doing the Noisey Offering for the Global Barn Yard
during Lent. Cans will be available
Ash Wednesday, February 18, and

each Sunday following The cans

will be collected Palm Sunday, April 5.




Scandia Lutheran Church Annual Meeting — January 25, 2026
Unapproved Minutes

President Daniel Knutson called the 2026 Annual Meeting to order at 12:15 pm with 38
members present. Annual Reports and 2026 Ballots were handed out to those present. Vicar
Brent gave a word of prayer.
The minutes from the 2025 Annual meeting were reviewed. A motion to approve the
muinutes was made by Jean Smith, Lee Rist seconded; motion carried.
The President’s report and the Pastor’s report are both available to read in the Annual Re-
port.
Treasurer’s report for 2025 was reviewed. Motion by Steve Knutson to approve the report,
seconded by Philip Christofferson: motion carried. Putting reminders on Facebook about
giving was discussed.
The proposed 2026 budget was reviewed and discussed. Motion made by Vonni Knutson
to approve the proposed 2026 budget: seconded by Lori Hecht; motion carried.
Ministry Team and Organization Reports are available in the Annual Report for review.
Mission and Outreach Team, Stewardship Team, Christian Fellowship Team

Christian Education Team

Worship and Music Team

Circles; Rachel and Ruth; and Bible Studies with Brent

Funeral Committee Report

Youth Group Report

Altar Guild

Church Library Report

Quilters Report, Prayer Shawls Report

Property Report

Coffee Group

Freezer Meals, Scandia Mission Action

Thrivent Financial Report
The candidate ballot was reviewed, noting no candidates for President and Treasurer. Op-
tions such as dual roles or external hires were considered to fill the treasurer’s position. A
motion made by Pastor Carroll Marohl and seconded by Jean Smith to temporarily combine
the Council Secretary and Treasurer positions; motion passed with one dissenting vote.
Chuck Oster was nominated for President by Pastor Carroll Marohl Motion made by Brad
Preheim, seconded by Lor Hecht, to add Chuck Oster to the ballot for President; motion
carried.
Char Adamson made motion to add Daniel Knutson to the ballot for Personnel committee,
seconded by Warren Drew: motion carried.
Elaine Ostrem moved to approve the slate of members for various positions; Warren Drew
seconded, and the motion passed. Officers elected: Chuck Oster (President), Daniel Knut-
son (Vice President), Ruth Stevens (Secretary/Treasurer), Connie Peterson (Financial Secre-
tary). Other elected positions include Shane Rist (Trustee); Kory Muller and Vonni Knutson
(Deacons); Ashley Gerken (Christian Education); Pastor Carroll and Cynthia Marohl, and
Vonni Knutson (Worship and Music); Kevin Hecht and Steven Knutson (Property); Kim
Preheim, Cheryl Drew, and Daniel Knutson (Personnel); Andrea Anderson and Darrell
Mark (Audit Committee). Christian Education and Ministry Team still need more team
members.
Old Business:Daniel requested approval for a constitutional change proposed i January
2025 to merge three teams into the Ministry Team starting January 2026. Brad Preheim
moved, Cheryl Drew seconded, and the motion passed to combine Christian Fellowship,
Mission & Outreach, and Stewardship teams into the Ministry Team.

Council Vice President is currently head of the nominating committee and recruits individ-
uals to help in the search for volunteers to serve i positions.

New Business:

Daniel suggested reducng the number of trustees and deacons on the council from four to
three each because of declining membership. This constitutional change would be voted on
at the annual meeting in January 2027, Kory Muller moved, and Char Adamson seconded,
to approve consideration of this change: the motion passed.

Daniel updated members on several items that could be used in the church, including a
wireless microphone for use in the fellowship hall since the current system no longer
works. He also suggested considering a TV and speakers for the family room so parents
can view services. Another future item would be equipment to bring the media system
broadcast into the fellowship hall. Carpet for the fellowship hall is m fund raising stage.
The decision will need to be made whether to go with carpet rolls or squares. Squares are
more expensive but have a longer life span.

Chery Drew recommended that Scandia create a list of needs and projects for the church
to help those asking where they can direct memorials or other donations.

Being no further business, Pastor Elan was asked to give the closing prayer and benedic-
tiomn.

Roxanne Exans made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mark Christofferson;
motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Stevens, Secretary

From the Pages of Scandia Church Library

Under the Tulip Tree by Michelle Shocklee is a book I recently read. If
you like historical fiction, I think you will enjoy checking this book out.

- What it's about: A young journalist in the Great Depression meets a former
W slave whose story challenges her preconceptions about slavery and con-
nects them in unexpected ways.

A reviewer's comment: "Slavery, the Civil War, The Stock Market Crash,
followed by the Depression. Two era of US history are juxtaposed in this
novel, two eras which demanded unfathomable bravery to survive. Somewhere in the
middle of this novel comes the question, - How do you surviver What does it taker The
answer comes as well, by living with grace and forgiveness."

I read The Women of Christmas by Liz Curtis Higgs during the
Advent season. It explores the biblical stories of Elizabeth, Mary,

and Anna in the book of Luke, chapters one and two. Ms. Higgs
unwraps each verse with tender care. Angelic encounters, miracu-
lous conceptions, unexpected visitors, and outbursts of praise: A
fresh look at the nativity story! Be sure to check this one out from

our library.

For the fifth year in a row, Scandia's library is gifting the congre- n
gation with a Lenten devotional. The Sanctuary for Lent 2026 pro-

vides readings for each day during Lent that include scripture, a
short devotion, and a daily prayer. The booklets will be available in

(.:hml'ch on Sunday, February 15. Be sure to pick up a copy for your EOR LENT
family: 2026
b

AMY SIGMON

Roxanne Evans, Scandia librarian



BRENT’'S MESSAGE

Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to otfer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this
1s your logical service. Do not conform to the pattern of this age, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to prove out what
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Paul has laid out his presentation of the Gospel to the Romans. It has been full
and comprehensive, cogent and convincing. But what does it mean for us in
the here and now? Paul’s use of the word therefore tells us he is about ready to
come to exactly this point and with some urgency. Paul is convinced the Gos-
pel he knows should be lite changing. It is not merely an intellectual curiosity
to be debated by philosophers and rhetoricians on some acropolis or in the
halls of academia. Paul urges his readers to build on the sound spiritual logic of
what God has done for us in Christ. This is no call to go along and get along
with the world out there, but rather to be transformed and transforming. The
verb here for urge 1s related to the word paraclete. Remember the Holy Spinit is
called the Paraclete, the Counselor. Paul 1s giving us wise spiritual counsel here
and spurring us on to act upon it.

Paul tells us the process of transformation begins with the mind, and the word
he uses for mind points to the intellectual thinking rational mind. Many people
come to religion for the feeling it gives — hope, peace, security. It i1s not wrong
to come to God for these. He is indeed the source of all wellbeing. But the
Churistian who refuses to embrace the intellectual, logical, reasonable implica-
tions of the faith is not a serious Christian. Faith remains shallow without the
mind being engaged — the mind leading to renewal and action. That is why the
Scripture should be diligently studied and the Spint of God be invited to renew
our minds.

Two things Paul tells us will be needed. 1. We will need to present ourselves as
living sacrifices. It is only reasonable. God has given us all, should we not now
1n gratetul response present all of ourselves, body included, to the God who
has freed us and made us alive in His Son¢ Of course! But also “of course as
someone has said, “The problem with a living sacrifice is that it wants to crawl
off the altar.” There will indeed be these struggles on the disaple road, yet I am
very glad that Paul speaks of a “living” sacrifice. Martyrdom is not something
to be sought for, as in some other faiths. Endured in faith? Yes, if it is inevita-
ble, but not sought after. Our Lord 1s a lite giving Lord and that is us ultimate
goal. 2. Our renewed mind will then allow us to prove out in the living of
God’s prnciples - what God’s will is for us. Notice God’s will is good, pleasing
and perfect, not just to God but for us as well.

Do you want to know what God’s will for you is — for the New Year, for life?
Let the Holy Spint renew your mind and then act on the true principles He
reveals in Scripture. Every day then will be a new revelation of God’s will in
your life! Blessings, Vicar Brent

Reagan Lane Nelson
Scandia Lutheran, Centerville, SD
Born October 26, 2019
Baptized January 11, 2026

Presley Kay Nelson

Scandia Lutheran, Centerville, SD
Born October 8, 2025

Baptized January 11, 2026

Parents:
Jeremy &
Michaela
Nelson

Sponsors: —_—— Sponsors:
Ashton Parish |i\| Caiden Parish

Jennifer Sweeter ) I ! Amanda Weinzetl
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Holy Huxley
- Baptism Charles
= Hanssen

Scandia Lutheran,
Centerville, SD

Born November

Taylor Nixt

Alex Walburg @ 1 2 ’ 2 02 5
~ Baptized January
: 11,2026
Adam Hanssen B ¢
New
Members

We are so happy
you have become a Class 2025 Parents:
member of Scandia

Courtney &

Lutheran Church in ALS
Adam Hanssen |

2025. Finding a
spiritual home is a signifi-
cant journey, and we are
honored you’ve chosen

Doug & Jennifer Sikkink

to walk this path with us. .
Our prayer is that you find SpOllSOl‘S.. .
this to be a place of deep Ryan & Heidi
connection, spiritual Austin

growth, and genuine
friendship. So glad to
have you as a member of
Scandia's family of God.



CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES

Scandia Church Council held its regular meeting on lanuary 20, 2026. Those present included
Daniel Knutson, Char Adamson, Cheryl Drew, Kevin Hecht, Philip Christofferson, Ruth Stevens,
Vonni Knutson, Kim Preheim, Andrea Anderson, Kory Muller, Pastor Elan, and Pastor Carroll
Marohl. Joyce Vasgaard was not able to attend.

The meeting began at 7:30 pm; Pastor Elan gave devotions.

Pastor Carroll Marohl updated the council on the stained-glass project and the dedication event
held on January 18, 2026. Pastor Carroll was asked about providing an explanation of the mean-
ings of other stained-glass windows similar to those provided for the new windows. The council
expressed its thanks to Pastor Carroll and Cheryl Drew for all their work on the windows. Pastor
Carroll then left the meeting.

Pastor’s Report: Movie Nights (or Afternoons!) Light of the World and the Gift of Christmas were
both watched and enjoyed. We will be making arrangements for more movie-watching, perhaps
on Sunday afternoons. That is almost the only time without sports, and it is also the only day
people can have family time, so we want to be sensitive about this, The kids want to watch an
animated David and Goliath movie, recently released or soon to be released.

Sugar Cookie Kits. Some of the confirmation class helped Pastor Elan and Marsha Rist make sugar
cookies. They were offered for sale on a Sunday following the church service, and by the after-
noon, all were sold, raising over $200.00 for the church.

Text study in Vermillion: weekly on Tuesdays except on the first Tuesday of the month, when we
have our monthly conference gatherings.

Epiphany at the Parsonage for the SE Conference Pastors. On January 6, we hosted the gathering
of Pastors and their spouses. Bishop Constanza also attended. John Shubeck was able to be 2
speaker. Good food and Fellowship, including Holy Communion.

Brent and | are doing a pulpit exchange on Sunday, January 25. | will be going to Brent's two
churches; he will be walking across the alley to preach here. He will zlso be at the annual meeting
here, and | will get here as fast (and carefully) as | can.

Weekly Wednesday services at CCRC with Holy Communion once a month. On January 28 at 2:00
pm, we will hold 2 Memorial Service for all those who passed away in 2025 at CCRC.

Baptisms and new members. Three children were baptized on January 11, and Brent and | hosted
families, sharing meals and Fellowship, getting to know each other, and going over concerns and
guestions with individuals interested in joining the church.

Hospital and Hospice visits continue.

Freezer Meals are available and offered to anyone in need. If you would like to help, make meals
or deliver them, or if you know of someone who could use them, please let Pastor Elan know.

Men’s Bible Breakfast meets on Saturday mornings at eight, and the men are currently studying
the book of Romans. Adult Bible Study will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 1:30 at the Par-
sonage. All are welcome. There is also a Bible study on 100 Prophecies about lesus from the Old
Testament on Saturday afternoons at 1:20 at the Parsonage.

Good Grief! (Grief Recovery Classes) are held weekly on Thursday afternoons at 3:00 PM at the
Parsonage. If you need comfort and support as you mourn the loss of 2 loved one, please consid-
er joining us. We have meals, Fellowship, Bible study, and group support. (We voted to change
the name from Grief Recovery to Good Grief.)

Also on Thursdays: 2nd Thursday, Rural Café Zoom, 3rd Thursday, Dean’s call, Support Ministry.

Pastor Elan and Brent hosted a New Year's Eve Party for the AA group and their families.

Pastor Elan and Brent will host the next M & M on Sunday, February 15, at 5 pm.

President’s Report: Daniel gave each of those present his letter to the congregation for the annual
report. On February 1% there will be no organist, and CDs will be used for music during the ser-
vice. Daniel is training others to operate the media system when he is not available for services.

Secretary’s Minutes: Secretary’s minutes from the December meeting were reviewed. Motion by
Vonni, second by Kim to approve minutes; motion carried.

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer's reports for December and for all of 2025 were reviewed. A motion
was made by Vonni, seconded by Char, to approve the treasurer’s report; the motion carried.

Financial Secretary’s reports for December and 2025 were reviewed.

Committee Reports:

Education— Sunday Schoo! will sing in church on February 8.

Mission and Outreach — New members to Scandia will be introduced on January 25, 2026.

Property — The rugs inside the south door need replacement as they are becoming a tripping
hazard.

Worship and Music—Ash Wednesday service will be held on Wednesday, February 18" at 7
pm, in the Sanctuary. Lenten services will be held at 7 pm in Fellowship Hall. Easter Sun-
day Service (April 5) will be at 8:30 am. Installation of council members will be during ser-
vices on February 15.

Stewardship— no report

Fellowship—no report.

0Old Business: Updated Scandia Rental Agreement for use of faciliies was reviewed and discussed.
Some changes were suggested. Motion by Cheryl, seconded by Kevin, to approve agreement with
noted changes; motion carried.

Council discussed the ballot for the election of council and team members at the annual meeting.
There are still some open positions for the council and teams. The ballot will be finalized for the
Annual Meeting. Council members will be installed during services on Sunday, February 15, 2026.

Council reviewed the proposed budget for 2026. Motion was made by Char, seconded by Philip,
to approve proposed budget and submit it to the congregation for a vote at the Annual Meeting
on lanuary 25, 2026.

New Business: The office computer used by the secretary needs replacement/update as itis caus-
ing problems. Daniel will check with Quint Pease for a bid on a replacement.

The group discussed serving coffee after Lenten services and holding Easter brunch after the 8:30
am service. Ministry team members will be contacted about plans to serve coffee and cookies at
Lenten services. Council discussed offering cinnamon rolls and fruit for Easter Brunch.

Members debated cleaning the carpet or spot-cleaning stains and agreed to possibly consider
cleaning the carpet during the summer.

Council was updated on brochures for the new stained-glass windows. Brochures that were pre-
pared for dedication were donated to the church. Photos will be taken of the installed windows,
and a brochure will be put together using those photos. The cost to print that brochure will be
about $250.

Daniel suggested obtaining quotes for a TV in the family room so parents with young children can
follow the service. The handheld microphones are no longer working. Another proposed project is
to add eguipment to share the media system feed in the fellowship hall.



It was noted that ceiling fans in the sanctuary could be left on during the winter months, as they
help to circulate the heat in that area of the church building.

It was suggested that a wish list of needs and projects for the church be created to help potential
donors who are asking what they can designate donations for.

Motion was made by Kory, seconded by Vonni, to go into Executive Session at 8:55 pm. Daniel
declared the Council out of executive session at 9:25 pm.

The next council meeting will be held on February 18, 2026, following Ash Wednesday Services.
Motion to adjourn meeting by Kory, seconded by Cheryl; motion carried.

Meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer. Respectfully submitted by Ruth Stevens, Secretary

A special card of Thanks, for re- ) >
membering Arden “Pete” and I this| !S deeply appreciated & gratefully
acknowledged. Thank you Pastor

Elan & Brent for your beautiful ser-
vice & being at the burial and with
us when Don passed. It was such
a comfort. Thank you to the ladies

Christmas! I am partial to Gnomes
so I especially Love My Christmas
Gnome.. Thanks for the whole
package for both of us. Thank you
to Pastor Elan for all your visits.
God’s Blessings Love, Arden

“Pete” & Julie Junker _The family of Don Hookie

Altar Guild:
Kim Eide & Roxanne Evans
Communion Assistants:

Warren & Chery Drew

Your kind expression of sympathy |

in the kitchen which was so helpful !

Sympathy to the
family of
Priscilla Ann

Landsman
Born 7/3/1930
Died 12/24/2025
Funeral 1/9/2026

Scandia Lutheran Church, Thank you so much for the PACT grant I re-
ceived for attending Augustana University. I am very grateful for this con-
tribution as I continue my education, I had a great first semester of classes
and joined a bible study group on campus. I'm excited for my spring
semester coming up soon. Thank You, Anna Preheim

To the Scandia Church Family, We wanht to thahk you all SO
much f£or your mahy prayers for Mom over the years.
Also, thahk you for the many potluck [unches and gifts
given to the residents at CCRC. It all meant so much.

Thanhk you, Pastor Elah, for being there for us and Mom in those
l[ast Few days. Your message at Mom’s funeral was beautiful and
SO personal, whiCh we loved.

Sherrie, thank you for keeping ih ContaCt with us to make sure
everything went just as we wished. Thahkyou, also to Dahiel ¢
Sherrie for the streaming and Video, whiCh were both perfect.
We apprecCiate Dahiel, that you were willing to come early to
make sure everything was ready.

A big thahk you to all the ladies that worked in the Kitdhen for
the fuheral. We appretiate eaCh ah every ohe of you.

God’s blessings, PrisCilla Landsman’s Family,

Joni & Larry SChuler & Kathy ¢ Jon Peterson

USHERS for February

1 Gerken Family The church is open Monday &
8 Katie Knudson Famjly Wednesday 9:00-11:00 &

. Thursday from 9:00-4:00 or

15 Mark Family you can call Sherrie 605-530-
18 7910 to get in to the church
22 any time.
READERS for February

1 Vonnie Knutson

8 Connie Peterson

15 Darrell Mark

18

22 Mark Christofferson

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE for February
1 Isaiah Perry & Bryer Martz

8 Brooke Blake & Aubrey Hafner-Gerken
15 Wesley Moore & Turner VanHull
18 Miles Stevens & Walker Bendert

22 Jace & Carter Muller

This is a requirement for your
confirmation. Ifyou cannot
acolyte when you are sched-
uled, you must find your own
replacement and let the
church office (563.2458)
know by Thursday so it can be
posted right in the bulletin.

If your
birthday or
anniversary is
not listed or is
wrong please call
the office @ 605-
563-2458 or call
/text Sherrie
(605-530-7910).

Thank you for
your patience!




Pastor
Elan Ashby
507-828-9514
elanhacker@gmail.com

Scandia Lutheran Church
251 Broadway St. PO Box 147
Centerville, SD 57014-0147
Office Phone: 605-563-2458
E-mail:office(@scandialutheran.com

Office Administrator:

Sherrie Knudson
605-530-7910
knudsonstamp@hotmail.com

Pancakes 8:45am Sunday School 9:15am

Everyone Welcome!

February BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
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[ =) ] - February 7

I Ep Gary & Jer: Williams
/1 | _

Worship 10:30am

February 8
Merle & Barb Nelson
February 2 February 16 February 17
Becky Moore Jovce Vasgaard Don & Jean Smith
February 3 Isaiah Perry February 19
Brady Ellis February 18 Dale & Betty Johnson
Hudson Hoesing Breanne Nelsen FEbﬂ_mry 2} _
February 5 February 19 Jamie & Naomi Mastz
Marlys Nelson Chris Anderson
Johnitta Van Hull ~ February 21
February 7 Brent Ashby “
Aiden Bobzin February 22
February 8 Bethany Knutson
Roxanne Evans February 24
Alison Laska Dianna Olson
February 9 February 26
Glenda Wiese Dana Nelson
Roger Blake February 27
February 10 Katie Pingrey
Joel Locke February 28
February 11 Aaron Van Hull
Grayson Reif Dustin Stevens
February 14 Anna Preheim
Denver Anderson February 29
Nash Van Hull (Leap Year)
February 15 Blake Meyer

Wesley Moore

Grace Leuthold




