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October BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES   

October 1 
   Cory & Tori  
               Cunningham 
October 4 
   Ryan & Heidi Austin 
   Matt & Kelsey Laska 
October 7 
   Conway & Pam  
                    Lunning 
October 8 
   Justin & Sara  
                 Poppenga 
October 17 
   Doug & Jan Stevens 
October 23 
  Doug & Wendy  
                        Knutson  

October 19 
 

October 22 
Greg Birgen 

 
October 24 

Taylor Lindgren  
October 25 

Starla Adamson   
Vonni Knutson 

October 26 
Alex Walburg 
Charlie Eide 
Henley Hybertson 
Reagan Nelson 

October 27 
Patty Vasgaard  

October 28 
Kim Hult 
Bailey Johnson 

October 29 
Carol Knutson  
Connie Petersen   
Emmarie Anderson 

October 30 
Rachel Blake 

October 31 
Odell Overgaard   
Marsha Rist 
Tara Adamson 
Courtney Blake 
Hadisyn Hybertson  

  SCAND IA LUTHERAN

 Worship Windows

October 2026
2026 Confirmation class 

 Will be confirmed on 
Oct. 25 at the 10:30am Worship Service.

Brooke Violet Blake, Carter Larry Muller,
Jace Alan Muller, Isaiah John Perry,

Miles Dean Stevens

Faith Statements will be read on 
 Wednesday, Oct. 21, at 7:30pm.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
 



PASTOR ELAN’S MESSAGE 

I welcome you with open arms!  Except I’m not quite 
ready for you and all of your golden hues and red.  The leaves cov-
ering the ground and pumpkin spice everything.  To be honest, I’m 
never quite in sync with pumpkin coffees.  It’s a combo that doesn’t 

But I'm happy to ingest pumpkin and chocolate, 
pumpkin cheesecake, and even the pretty pumpkins scattered 

Fall O Ween is just around the corner!  I 
love how Centerville celebrates children, food, and laughter!  
Centering ourselves on Christ enhances everything else. Every-
thing you can imagine is better with Jesus. We were designed to 
be joined with God, and without this connection, nothing else will 

You will think you are missing out on something, if you 
You are homesick for a place you have never 

deep hunger, this haunting void, will only be filled 

When you have the peace of God that is only found through Christ, 
the world feels different. When we place our trust firmly in the 
hands of our Redeemer, we discover our true north.  
Whatever activity or endeavor you reach for with your hands and 
heart, Christ meets you there. Already having navigated the path 
and joined you for this journey. You are beautifully and uniquely 

Your traveling partner is as eager as 
you are for the adventures. Keep up the dialogue!  Some call it 
prayer; you can call it conversation, too.   
Comment on the beauty, the delightful occasions, and the less-

Know in advance that nothing is wast-
ed; everything you encounter and how you progress through each 
and every challenge will mold you and shape you.  Smooth off the 
rough edges and refine away every trait that causes harm.  Every 
nuance that separates you from the goodness of God’s great love 
for you will be addressed. At no point does our Holy Companion 
look for an exit ramp to get away from us. The Divine finds joy in 
the journey and in the simple pleasure of our company.  Hard to 
believe the God of the Universe longs for our fellowship.   
The next time you have a cup of coffee, pumpkin spice or other-
wise, or enjoy a sunset, or the feel of your hands in warm, sudsy 
water as you wash dishes, spend time with your family, or open a 
good book, acknowledge the presence of the Holy Spirit! Whatever 
you are doing, it is better with God.    

 ACOLYTE SCHEDULE for  October
 

  4. Gage Goetz & Drew Moore
11. Bergen Hansen & Ellie Mark
18. Hudson Hoesing & Wesley Moore

25. Hadisyn Hybertson & Aubrey Gerken 
                                                                      

This is a requirement for your 
confirmation. If you cannot 
acolyte when you are sched-
uled, you must find your own 
replacement and let the church 
office (563.2458) know by 
Thursday so it can be 
posted right in the bulletin.  

      Altar Guild                     
 Char Adamson &  Sherrie Knudson

    Communion Assistants
Vonni Knutson &  
          Jeannie Meyer Hoagland

  USHERS for October  

 

             4. Muller Faimly 
  11. Dan & Roxanne Evans
  18. Cody & Ava Carstensen
  25. Allen & Kathy Skotvold

READERS for October 
4.  Laurie Muller 

11. Roxanne Evans 
18. Cody Carstensen 

25. Allen & Kathy Skotvold 
 



Rylie Laurrick  

Devyn Rose 
Perry 

Scandia Lutheran 

Born may 21, 2026 

Baptized August 31, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nevaeh Bendert, Henry Gerken, Mason Gerken, Ryley 
Klement, Gracie Langley, Ally Mark, Camden Muller, 
Hesston Poppenga, Rylee Poppenga, and
Elaine Ostrem.  

Blankets will be given on Oct. 11,  to these 
children coming off  the cradle roll & 

attending Sunday School;
Marlee Nelsen                  Neveah Bertrand

Reagan Nelson                    

Reading Awards

October 11, 2026: 
Please sign up so we know how many to plan for 
lunch.  Join us for worship & stay for lunch! Kathy 
McHenry (Lutheran Planned Generosity)
ple, no-cost ways to create or update your will and 
smart tools to make your generosity go further. 
Don’t miss this chance to learn how your life can 
make a lasting difference!  



S MESSAGE 

The book of Daniel in the Old Testament is one of my favorite 
books. A lot of action, supernatural events and answers to pray 
make this book full of hope for people who sometimes feel 
powerless. Daniel and his friends along with many other Israel-
ites were taken into captivity by King Nebuchadnezzar of Baby-
lon. We will be exploring some of the amazing things that God 
does, especially in turning hearts toward Himself, in the next 
few months. Before we get started in the text itself some back-
ground information will help us.  
Daniel is a fascinating and controversial. The setting is 

around the beginning of the 6th century BC, but many 
scholars have held that the book is written much later, 
even as late as the 2nd century BC. For many the prophetic 

the fine details of which match actual 
is too much to swallow. For scholars com-

mitted to a naturalist/materialist philosophy, there can be 
no such miraculous foretelling of history and therefore a 
late date must be assigned. Other scholars have noted 
there seem to be late language constructions in the text, 
which would place the work later rather than in the time 
purported by the work. Languages change over time and 
so can be used in helping date a text. Elizabethan English 
(the language of Shakespeare) may tell us a text is old, un-
less someone in the modern age is deliberately using this 
500 year old form of the English language. 

In favor of an early date (a date in Daniel’s day or soon 
thereafter) is the argument that there are also very old lan-
guage constructions in the book and that later words and 
phrases may not be as late as is supposed or may be ac-
counted for as editing, updating the text for readers of a 
later age. This editing would be something similar to the 
New King James edition over against the original King 

s the same translation but updated 
to make it more readable today. We know that this kind of 
thing happened in the recording of sacred Scripture. 1 
Samuel 9:9 even tells us of this updating process by giving 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

Reading awards and 3rd grade Bibles will be presented on September 27.

Sunday School will be singing, and cradle roll will be on October 11.

Confirmation students will give faith statements on October 21; Confirmation is Oc-
tober 25.  

Ministry team: Men’s Prayer Breakfast starts on September 19 at 8:00 am.  Scandia is serv-
ing at the Sioux Falls West Banquet on September 23; and the annual Fall Basket Ba-
zaar will be held on November 1. 

Property: The handrails for the ramp and steps are at the shop for powder coating.  Screen 
project for Fellowship Hall will be discussed at the next meeting, and a water spigot at 
the parsonage needs repair.   

Worship: Service time changed to 10:30 am on September 13. The committee will meet in 
October to select music for the coming month’s services.

Old Business: 

The committee met with a prospective youth leader to discuss the church’s needs and is 
awaiting the individual’s decision. If the individual interviewed accepts the position, the 
council discussed and approved providing a stipend to help pay for a class they are taking. 
Payment would be dependent on the youth leader fulfilling the council’s expectations for 
events throughout the year. 

The council briefly discussed starting the process to make arrangements for youth to attend 
the National Youth gathering in Minneapolis next year.

New Business: 

The council discussed Kathy McHenry’s visit to Scandia on October 11 to share infor-
mation about types of giving opportunities. She will deliver a temple talk during the service 
and lead a lunchtime workshop after service.  Council members will provide a light lunch 
for those attending the luncheon workshop. 

The council was informed that new job requirements limit Rachael Carstensen’s custodial 
hours. Emma Birgen has offered to assist Rachael and McKenzie with the custodial work. 
Daniel made motion to add Emma Birgen to the custodial staff; Kory seconded the mo-
tion, and the motion carried. The total number of approved hours will remain unchanged.

The need to clean or replace chairs in Fellowship Hall that are badly stained was discussed.

The council discussed the Fellowship Hall carpet project and decided to go ahead with 
getting bids. Council discussed type of carpet to get bids on and agreed to request bids on 
commercial carpet tiles for fellowship hall, choir room, library, stairway, and two offices, 
with costs itemized by area rather than only a total. If possible, members would like a cou-
ple of options to pick from when deciding which bid to present to the congregation.

The next council meeting will be on October 14, 2026, beginning at 8:00 pm, with Vonni 
giving devotions.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:23 pm and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted 

Ruth Stevens; Council Secretary 



CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES  

UNAPPROVED MINUTES  The Scandia Council held its regular meeting on September 
16, 2026.  Members present included Chuck Oster, Daniel Knutson, Connie Petersen, 
Vonni Knutson, Char Adamson, Joyce Vasgaard, Philip Christofferson, Ruth Stevens, 

President Chuck Oster called the council meeting to order at 7:33 pm.  Connie gave de-

Motion was made to enter executive session at 7:36 pm. Council was declared out of exec-

The council reviewed the minutes of the August 26, 2026, meeting and the August Treas-
urer Reports. Kory made a motion to approve the minutes and reports, seconded by Con-
nie; motion carried.  Financial Secretary’s report was reviewed. 

The council discussed consolidating savings accounts at One American Bank to earn 
higher interest and reduce service charges. They also discussed possibly moving some of 
the funds held in checking account to savings. A motion was made by Char, seconded by 
Shane, to combine four savings accounts into one Savings Plus Account; motion carried. 
The funds in the savings account will continue to be tracked individually. 

Chuck expressed thanks to everyone who provided treats and 
served coffee after summer services; those attending enjoyed the fellowship. He also 
thanked Daniel for his work on the signage and railings, and the lawn service for maintain-
ing the church grounds. He updated the council on Kathy McHenry of the South Dakota 
Synod’s October 11 presentation during the service and the luncheon workshop afterward. 

Pastor Elan updated council on activities and upcoming events. 

Pastor Elan and Brent attended a class in Aberdeen on August 21-22. 

They both enjoyed a California vacation August 31 through September 12. 

Pastor Elan and Brent attended the Fall Theological Conference September 13-16 in 

A tree by the parsonage needs removal after it was damaged again by weather.  

Confirmation classes started on September 16. 

Pastor Elan has decided on a continuing education class that she is planning to regis-

Pastor has reached her tenth anniversary of being an ordained minister. 

The Scandia youth are showing more interest now in attending the youth gathering in 
Minneapolis next summer and have put together some ideas on fundraising. 

The next M & M will be on September 27. 

The Southeast Pastor’s Conference will be held at Scandia on October 6 at 9:30 am; 
Pastor Elan and Brent will provide lunch to the group. 

Confirmation Students will give their Faith Statements on October 21. Confirmation 

Education: Sunday School started on September 13 with 38 students attending.  

BRENT’S MESSAGE

  
 To this argument for an early date may be added the curi-
ous facts related in Daniel that would likely be missed by 
an author or editors 400 years after the historical event. As 
an example, the information that Belshazzar (Dn. 5:1) was 
co-regent with his father Nabonidus seems to be unknown 
to later historians like Herodotus (c. 5th century BC) and in 
fact was unknown up until 1854 when an inscription of 
Belshazzar’s name was discovered. Daniel, as an assumed 
detail of his story includes this information when Belshaz-
zar offers to Daniel a place of authority as 
ruler” in the kingdom (Dn. 5:16). Belshazzar, son of Nabo-
nidus, was himself number two after his father. This is the 
kind of detail that would be missed if the book of Daniel 
had been written by a later author. Someone purporting to 
record narratives that are much older than the age in 
which they lived would likely not know such details.
  A final argument in favor of an early date as against the 
naturalist/materialist assumption that there can be no gen-
uine prophetic miracle, is the fact that Daniel chapter 9 in-
cludes a time clock that accurately predicts, to the day, the 
presentation of Jesus as Messiah on Palm Sunday. The at-
tempt to date Daniel to around 200 BC fails at this point to 
remove the miraculous information encoded in this book. 
Post dating the prophecies as revelation after the events 
will not remove this astounding prophecy, for it is known 
that Daniel was written prior to the birth of Christ, certainly 
by enough years for it to be considered Scripture by many 
of the Jews in Jesus’ day. 
   In light of this information, an early date seems much 
more likely. Much of the information may be sourced back 
to those who witnessed the events and certainly Daniel 
himself who was given the prophetic visions. Our God is a 
God of amazing prophecies and as believers we should not 
be ashamed of asserting the miraculous nature of God
Word to reveal and  to change hearts in faith.

 
Blessings, Vicar Brent 



9:30 Coffee                                                  
Hour 

7:00pm AA 

9:30 Coffee                                                
Hour 

9:30 Coffee                                                     
Hour 

9:30 Coffee                                                
Hour 

7:00pm AA 

11:15 CCRC
Worship Service/

11:15 CCRC
Worship Service

11:15 CCRC
Worship Service

7:00pm AA 

9:30 Ruth Bible 
Study 5:30pm & 6:30pm

Confirmation
7:00pm Rachel Bible 
8:00pm Council

5:30pm & 6:30pm
Confirmation
7:30pm Faith 
Statements

7:00pm AA 5:30pm & 6:30pm

11:15 CCRC
Worship Service

11:15 CCRC
Worship Service/
Buffet
 

5:30pm & 6:30pm
Confirmation

5:30pm & 6:30pm
Confirmation

SE Conference 

9:30 Coffee                                               
Hour 

9:30 Coffee                                               
Hour 

  9:30 Coffee                                                  
  Hour 

11:15 CCRC 
Worship Service/ 

11:15 CCRC 
Worship Service 

9:30 Coffee                                               
Hour 

11:15 CCRC 
Worship Service 

5:30pm & 6:30pm 
Confirmation 
7:00pm Rachel Bible  
8:00pm Council 

5:30pm & 6:30pm 
Confirmation 
7:30pm Faith  
Statements 

5:30pm & 6:30pm 

11:15 CCRC 
Worship Service 

11:15 CCRC 
Worship Service/ 
Buffet 

4:00 Grief Class 

  9:30 Coffee                                                  
  Hour 

4:00 Grief Class 

4:00 Grief Class 

4:00 Grief Class 

5:30pm & 6:30pm 
Confirmation 

5:30pm & 6:30pm 
Confirmation 

4:00 Grief Class 


