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From the Pastor's Desk

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK:
32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time

I am sure you have heard the expression, “Never put off until tomorrow, what you
can do today.” James Matthew Barrie, the author of “Peter Pan” once wrote that
“the most dangerous day in a person’s life is the day he learns the word
"tomorrow" for on that day, they learn how to procrastinate.” In a few weeks, it
will soon be Advent, which seems almost incomprehensible.

Every year, during this season and other times throughout the year, we are given
the challenge, “Be on guard, be Alert," for we never know the day, time, or hour
that the Lord may come again or when our lives will be required of us. Therefore,
the prudent disciple is the one who uses the time they have - this day, this hour,
this moment to ready themselves accordingly. So, let me posit this question. If
we hear this warning repeatedly, why do we continue to put things off? | know a
gentleman who consistently changed the batteries in his smoke detectors on
January 1st every year. He procrastinated one year and erroneously thought he

would get to it next week. You can imagine how frustrated the man became when his house caught fire the
following week. Thankfully, his family safely exited the home, but all of their belongings were destroyed. A very
dear friend felt a lump in her breast but put off going to the doctor because her husband was already undergoing
cancer treatment. She did not want her (adult) children to be very overwhelmed with both parents dealing with
cancer, so she thought, “I'll get my husband through his treatments and then deal with my own needs.”
Unfortunately, by the time she started to deal with her condition, her cancer had metastasized so quickly, and she
returned to the Lord within a year. So, once again, let me posit this question. If we hear these warnings repeatedly,
why do we continue to put things off?

Perhaps you are familiar with today’s Gospel story because it is often read at vigil and funeral services. Our
warning is to be prepared because we do not know the day or the hour. We should always be ready when Jesus
comes. Getting ready is work, and work requires motivation. It is good to heed the old proverb, “Do not put off
until tomorrow what you can do today.” But some folks say, “I do my work at the same time each day...The last
minute!” And Mark Twain, speaking for all experienced procrastinators, took it one step further when he quipped,
“Don’t put off until tomorrow what you can do the day after tomorrow.” Indeed, it is precisely this kind of
foolishness that Jesus challenged his followers when he told the story of the wise and foolish virgins
(bridesmaids).

In the ancient world, weddings were important occasions celebrated quite differently than we are accustomed to
today. One significant difference was that weddings were often weeklong, festive celebrations. To add a bit of
excitement to the celebration, the bridegroom often pulled a prank on the bridesmaids. He would delay his arrival
to catch the bridesmaids off guard (unaware). Thus, they miss the festive celebration if they are caught “unaware”
when the bridegroom arrives. The bridegroom in our parable must have been a man of unique character, for he
came in the middle of the night, hoping to catch them unaware...and the lesson became crystal clear.

Jesus used this image of the ten bridesmaids to teach us what it means to make wise preparations for God’s reign
(the ultimate banquet). The foolish bridesmaids with their burned-out lamps expected someone else to cover up
for their carelessness. Wise people know that they need to be both faithful and flexible. They draw on experience.
they know what it means to be committed to God’s call and make it a priority to live their lives accordingly.
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In today’s Gospel, Jesus taught that the reign of God comes upon us without warning, without allowing us the
luxury of making on-the-spot preparations. | often wondered why the wise bridesmaids did not lend some oil to the
foolish ones. After all, sharing is a form of loving our neighbor. During my studies, | learned that in some Jewish
writings of this period, “oil for the lamps” was a symbolic phrase for good works. Remember the passage, “Neither
do men light a lamp and put it under the bushel; Rather, they place it on the stand; and it shines for all to see. Even
so, let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
(MT. 5: 15-16) Thus, in this parable, the oil is not shared because the good work done by one person cannot
substitute for the good work that another could do but fails to do.

If a person authentically claims to be a disciple of Jesus, they would always be ready for the Lord’s coming
(whenever and wherever) because they are busy with the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. The call to
Christian Stewardship, sharing our time, talent, and treasure to build up the Kingdom of God, allows us always to
be prepared. The wise disciples make it a life priority to do the Lord’s work (by doing the corporal and spiritual
works of mercy) and are prepared accordingly, for whenever He comes. If God came for you today, would you be
busy with genuine good works, or would you be caught unaware? Remember the lesson of the parable: those
caught “unaware” when the bridegroom arrived missed out on the festive celebration; the festive celebration that
we prepare for today is the banquet of eternal life.

Are you readying yourself, or will you be caught“unaware?” So, let me posit a new question. What do you need to
do today to be ready?

With a loving and grateful heart,

Msgr. Louis Marucci, VF, Ph.D., D.Min.
Pastor

Msgr. Marucci's Humor Box



For Whom We Shall Pray

Mass Intentions

Sunday, November 8, 2026

8:00 AM: T Chin Yu by Luisa Kaczorowski

10:00 AM: T Godafredo Navarro by Delia Navarro & Family
10:00 AM: T John McGoldrick by Clare & Paul Zebrowski
6:00 PM: T Maryann De Lassus by The Gottlob Family

Monday, November 9, 2026
8:00 AM: T Michael Calingasan by Dan & Sherry McGravey

Tuesday, November 10, 2026
8:00 AM: Pro Populo

Wednesday, November 11, 2026
8:00 AM: T Catherine Sullivan by Family

Thursday, November 12,2026

8:00 AM: T Valentin & Caridade Bandeira by Bandeira Family

Friday, November 13, 2026
8:00 AM: T Stanley D Bonner by Family

Saturday, November 14, 2026

8:00 AM: T Robert D Fanelle by Family

4:00 PM: T Gerry Ciaccio by Giosa Family

4:00 PM: 1 Andy & Jean Santorelli by Gottlob Family

The Sanctuary Candle
Burns in Memory of
Jay McGovern by Mary Lou Lucas

The Blessed Mother Candle
Burns in Memory of
Erin Marie Hulbert by Hulbert Family

We Pray for the Repose of the Souls Who Have
Entered into Eternal Life in Christ.
Dr. Bernard-Dean F. Marucci

We Pray for Those Experiencing New Life
Through the Waters of Baptism
Eliza Lee DeLaurentis
Jaxon David Raroha
Liam Maxwell Tkachuck
Maeve Marie Franzoni

A Time to Be Healed
Maye Alfonso
Geraldine Buck
Valerie Butler
Gary Carmody
Bob DeRenzo
John DiRiego
Stephen Dilizio
Elizabeth DiPaolo
Angie Fieni

Bob Freer

Sr. Alma Gallagher
Joan Geier

Nancy Giampietro
Mary K. Lombardi
Bill Long, Jr.
Nicolina Marucci
Dan McGravey
Bob Merkert
Robert Monetti

A Time for Peace
Luke Bianchini,
Staff Sargent, USAF
Melvin Dastas, Navy

Austin Woolston, Navy

Jack Erickson, USAF

Jane Mooney

Mike Mooney
Jimmie Nunnenkamp
Marie Pacifico
Andrew Papp

Linda Raymond

Gina Roman

Michael Ruggerio Jr.
Brenda Lee Salvatore
Mary Bauman Soards
Anthony Simone
Maryann Simone
Luciano Tiné

Robert Wozniak

Officer Bill Walsh
Officer Kevin Wynne
Eamon Lostus, Navy

Presider Schedule: November 14/15

November 14,2026

4:00 PM: Msgr. Marucci and Deacon Smith

November 15,2026

8:00 AM: Fr. Infanti and Deacon Smith
10:00 AM: Msgr. Marucci and Deacon Malatesta
6:00 PM: Fr. Infanti and Deacon Smith

We Pray For All Mothers Who are Expecting
the Birth of a Child



Please submit as soon as possible. Limited quantities available. Cost: $75.00 each.



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUR
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR!

We are looking for volunteers to help
make our Christmas Bazaar a success
on Saturday, November 21, and
Sunday, November 22!

Whether you can spare an hour or a
few hours, your time and talents would
be greatly appreciated.

What better way to kick off the holiday
season than by giving back to our
parish community and spreading a
little Christmas cheer?

Thank you for helping us make this
event a wonderful experience for all!

Men's Prayer Group

The next meeting of the Men's Prayer
Group is scheduled for Saturday,
November 21 at 8:30 AM (following 8 AM
Mass). The group will read and discuss the
Acts of the Apostles during this meeting.

Members of the prayer group will also
participate in the following upcoming
events:

1. ManUp South Jersey Men’s Conference -
Saturday, November 14 (see
manupsouthjersey.com)

2. Malvern Epiphany Retreat - Friday,
January 8 through Sunday, January 10,
2027 (see malvernretreat.com)

Contact Sam Parry via email at
spcpl@comcast.net or text at
856-761-7999.



Compassionate Outreach

Pastoral Coordinators- Chris Parry and Lois Siebert. If you are faced with challenges or know someone who may be
struggling, we’re here to help. Call Chris or Lois at 856-784-3878 Ext 127.

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
St. Andrew’s is preparing our annual Thanksgiving Food Baskets to help families in our community enjoy a warm

holiday meal.

If you need food assistance or know someone who does, please contact Chris at 856-906-5127.We’re happy to
help. Basket distribution is scheduled for Friday, November 20, 2026, from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM.

Have an extra turkey? Many local grocery stores offer promotions where shoppers can earn a free turkey. If you
have earned one and won’t be using it, please consider donating it to our Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive.

Please bring your frozen turkey to the Parish Office during their office hours of Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM-3 PM,
before Wednesday, November 18, 2026. Your generosity will help a neighbor enjoy a special Thanksgiving
dinner.

ShopRite gift card donations are also greatly appreciated. Last year, your generosity allowed us to provide every
family receiving a Thanksgiving Food Basket with a$25 ShopRite gift card—and, in some cases, more to
purchase additional trimmings for their holiday meal.

Gift cards may be placed in the collection basket at church or dropped off at the parish office. Please place them
in an envelope labeled “Thanksgiving Food Baskets.”

Thank you for your continued support and for sharing the blessings of Thanksgiving with our neighbors! Call or
text Chris at 856-906-5127 with any questions.

Winter Coats
As the colder months approach, we are collecting winter coats in all sizes for adults and children. We welcome
donations of new coats. Coats can be placed in the Compassionate Outreach cart at the church entrance.

Joseph’s House Monthly Casserole Recipe
Last month, we collected 30 casseroles for Joseph’s House! A heartfelt thank-you to our volunteers for your

continued commitment to this ministry. In addition to casseroles, we will continue collecting individual snack bags
for Joseph’s House clients.

Our next curbside casserole drop-off will be Thursday, November 19,2026 from 10 AM to 11 AM in front of the Parish
Hall. We will deliver the donations to Joseph’s House later that day. If this date or time does not work for you, other
arrangements can be made. Please call or text Chris Parry at 856-906-5127 with questions or to confirm that you will
prepare a casserole.

Prepare one or more casseroles—every donation is deeply appreciated! To obtain a copy of this month's recipe,
please scan the code below.




If you would like to reserve a Memorial Tree, please complete this form and return it to the

Parish Office with your payment of $100 by Friday, November 20.

Important information: While we are hopeful that the Memorial Trees will be delivered by November 28th and the Memorial Tree Lighting
will be on December 5th,it is dependent on our distributor. We will communicate with you via email as soon as the delivery date is
confirmed. ALL TREES MUST BE DECORATED BY SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5TH UTILIZING LED LIGHTS ONLY. You must provide your own lights
and decorations for your tree(s).

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time : Stewards Alert
“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” - Matthew 25:13

Many of us have put off doing something because we think we are too busy. We’ve all said, “I'll do it later when |
have time.” Unfortunately, too many of us apply this attitude to our Faith. Jesus’ call to stewardship is urgent, in
the here and now, in your current circumstances. How is God calling you to use your gifts today? Don’t delay. None
of us is guaranteed tomorrow.



Kathy Emrich — Employee of the Quarter
We are delighted to recognize Kathy Emrich as our Employee of the Quarter!

Kathy serves as our Pastoral Associate of Lifelong Faith Formation and
Coordinator of Discipleship and Evangelization. In these roles, she oversees our
Little Angels Academy preschool program and Religious Education program,
plays an active role in our Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) program,
and provides leadership and guidance to our Parish Council.

Kathy was also instrumental in the formation of two of our newest ministries:
Grace in the Ordinary, a faith-based community for young mothers, and
Grounded in Christ, a ministry dedicated to connecting and engaging young adults in parish life.

Through her dedication, leadership, and passion for faith formation, Kathy continues to create meaningful
opportunities for parishioners of all ages to grow in faith, build connections, and become more engaged in our parish

community.

Please join us in congratulating Kathy on this well-deserved recognition and thanking her for all she does for St.
Andrew the Apostle Parish!

Keep Your Light Shining! Catholic Family Challenge

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 25:1-13), Jesus tells the parable of the ten bridesmaids, reminding
us to stay ready to welcome Him into our lives.

Your Family Challenge This Week:

Each evening, gather as a family and light a candle (or battery-operated candle). Take turns sharing one way you
showed God's love that day and one way you can grow closer to Him tomorrow.

Close with a simple prayer:

Lord Jesus, help us keep the light of faith burning brightly in our hearts. Teach us to be ready to welcome You every
day. Amen.

Remember: Being ready for Jesus isn't just about waiting. It's about living our faith through love, kindness, and
prayer.

Cornerstone Retreat

Women of St. Andrew the Apostle experienced spiritual
renewal and deepened friendships at our annual Cornerstone
Retreat held at the Mother Mary Joseph Center in Cherry Hill.

Mark your calendar and save the date for next year's retreat
scheduled for October 22 through October 24, 2027.



Our Pastoral Team - We're Here to Serve You! (856) 784-3878

Clergy

Rev .Msgr. Louis A. Marucci Pastor msgrmarucci@churchofstandrews.org ext. 119
Rev. Anthony Infanti Parochial Vicar frinfanti@churchofstandrews.org ext. 114
Deacon Aaron Smith Permanent Deacon asmith@churchofstandrews.org Main Office
Deacon Anthony Malatesta Permanent Deacon amalatesta@churchofstandrews.org Main Office

Parish Administration
Deacon Aaron Smith
Kristen James

856-784-3878
856-784-3878

asmith@churchofstandrews.org
kjames@chuchofstandrews.org

Parish Administrator
Administrative Assistant

John Michael Thomas Worship & Music jthomas@churchofstandrews.org Main Office #
Kathy Emrich Lifelong Faith Formation kemrich@churchofstandrews.org ext. 133
Michelina O’Neill Administrative Assistant moneill@churchofstandrews.org ext. 115
Rebecca Poland Ministerial Support rpoland@churchofstandrews.org ext. 112
Chris Parry Compassionate Outreach cparry@churchofstandrews.org ext. 127

Tese Hemschoot Senior Adult Ministry themschoot@churchofstandrews.org Main Office
Bibiana Sola Trejo Parish Bookkeeper bsolatrejo@churchofstandrews.org ext. 111
Matthew Johnson Maintenance Director mjohnson@churchofstandrews.org Main Office
June Stengel Sacristan jstengel@churchofstandrews.org ext. 118

Kate Braunstein Youth Ministry Coordinator kbraunstein@churchofstandrews.og Main Office

New to the Parish?

Call the Parish Office to learn about our ministries and how to register with the parish, or you can visit our website to register
online and find information about our many ministerial opportunities.

Please register or update your current information by calling the Parish Office or visiting www.churchofsaintandrews.org

Parish Office Information

Parish Office Hours of Operation
The Office hours for the Parish Office are Monday through Weekend

Friday from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM. Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM

Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM

MASS SCHEDULE

Low-Gluten Hosts

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to receive Holy Weekday

Communion should speak with an usher or member of the Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM
hospitality ministry before the start of Mass. Rosary and Adoration

after 8:00 AM Mass
Children and Family Masses are held on the 3rd Sunday of each

month at the 10:00 AM Mass. Rosary
. Monday through Friday
Masses of Inclusion are held on the 2nd Saturday of each 12:00 PM

month at the 4:00 PM Vigil (Saturday) Mass.

Divine Mercy Chaplet

Sacrament 'of the .Sick - Monday through Friday
Call the Parish Office to request a home or hospital visit. 3:00 PM

Prayer List for Those that are in Need of Healing Confession
Please call the Parish Office to add someone to the list. Saturday 3:15 PM (or by Appointment)

Marriage _ Eucharistic Adoration
Arrangements are made at least one year in advance. « Monday through Friday

One wedding may be scheduled on Saturday afternoon. 8:30 AM to 9:30 AM

. * Wednesday 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Baptism * First Wednesday of Each Month

Please call the Parish Office to schedule. Baptisms take place on
the first and third Sunday of each month at 11:30 AM.

10

 All Day Adoration
8:30 AM to 8:00 PM



Wilson R. Bradley, Owner Jill Bradley Ingram, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 2917 NJ Lic. No. 4226

(856) 983-1005

www.BradleyFHMarlton.com

601 Route 73 - Marlton

(At Evesham Road)  Cremations - Pre-Arrangements - Funeral Counseling

Patrick P. Smarrito, NJ Lic. No. 3571 - Brian J. Barnett, NJ Lic. No. 3909 - Kevin T. Comber, NJ Lic. No. 4660 - Jared A. Kirschenbaum, NJ Lic. No. 4716
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COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
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LEROY P. WOOSTER FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

LeRoy P. Wooster, CSFP Onlyfuneral home in the area with Patrick J. Reynolds

Owner/Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3820 Director, N.]J. Lic. No. 4746
. an on-site cremator

Gary T. Harris Y- Stanley R. Hanna

Director, N.J. Lic. No. 3922 441 White Horse Pike « Atco, NJ 08004 —1— 856-767-0539 Director, NJ. Lic. No. 4055
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? WEST BERLIN LAW OFFICES OF

DENTAL CARE L.L.C. ﬁ,w&% IN:'C JOHN M. PALM wic
W Paul B. Hammond, D.D.S. Drisined & LRonded Gibbsboro, New Jersey

Relax Because We Care 856-767-TOWN (8696) 856_783_5461
162 HADDON AVENUE - WEST BERLIN, NJ - 856-767-7766 George P. Scelso, NJ Lic. #93174 jpalm@johnpalmlaw.com
~
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ANTHONY E. PRIMO, 111
Owner/Manacer
N.J. Lic. No. 4433

MICHELLE A. PRIMO
Direcror
N.J. Lic. No. 4639

(856) 768-0688 vicrors. costantino Almark Home
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BerLiN, NJ 08009 n Improvements
costantinoprimofh@gmail.com Handyman Jobs, Home Repairs & Remodeling
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> Bathroom Refinishing Services CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
> Bathtub - Shower - Tile FULL SERVICE HOME CLEANING
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Call or text James at 856.217.2968 or email james@glazedtub.com

5 DeChristopher Memorials
DaVls & Mendelson Family Owned & Operated Since 1915

Integrity - Compassion - Professionalism Cemetery Monuments

Leonard=QNeill

Insumnce

ROGER A. LEONARD, JR. AAI
President ~ Parishioner

856-627-2600 X 427

info@log-insurance.com
Hich RinGe Commons - Suite 301 - 200 HapponrieLb-Beruin Roap - Gissssoro, NJ 08026

Markers & Mausoleums

HOWARD S. MENDELSON, ESQ. On Site Lettering & Cleaning

~ A Parishioner Serving Our Community ~ Theresa DeChristopher-Bellon

856-627-0100

= hmendelson@davismendelson.com
® camdencountymediation.com

© 1200 Laurel Oak Road - Suite 101 - Voorhees, NJ 08043

PLATINUM LEVEL FOR 38 YEARS PLEASE CATERING & COOKING
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Diane Nussbaum
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71 South Lakeview Drive ORDER ONLINE & SAVE!
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Gluten Free & Vegan Cakes WE DELIVER Only available for online orders placed at
SanremoRestaurantPizza.com
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