THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT CYCLE A MARCH 8, 2026

This Frida 5——Mamh 13th

MASS SCHEDULE CONFESSION ROSARY
WEEKEND Saturday 3:15 PM Monday through Friday
Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM and by Appointment 12:00 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
WEEKDAY Monday through Friday Monday through Friday
Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM 8:30 AM to 9:30 AM 3:00 PM
Rosary and Adoration Wednesday 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM
after 8:00 AM Mass First Wednesday of Each Month
(Monday - Saturday) All Day Adoration

8:30 AM to 8:00 PM

27 Kresson-Gibbsboro Road e Gibbsboro NJ 08026

(856) 784-3878 - Visit us online — www.churchofsaintandrews.org
Office hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30 AM-3:00 PM




Our Pastoral Team - We’re Here to Serve You! 856-784-3878

Clergy
Rev. Msgr. Louis A. Marucci, VF, D. Min. Pastor msgrmarucci@churchofstandrews.org  ext. 19
Rev. Anthony Infanti Parochial Vicar frinfanti@churchofstandrews.org ext. 14
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Permanent Deacon
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Deacon Anthony Malatesta
Deacon Bill Slaven
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Parish Administration

Parish Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Worship & Music
Lifelong Faith Formation
Administrative Assistant
Ministerial Support
Compassionate Outreach
Senior Adult Ministry
Parish Bookkeeper
Maintenance Director
Maintenance
Sacristan

Deacon Aaron Smith
Kristen James

John Michael Thomas
Kathy Emrich
Michelina O’Neill
Rebecca Poland
Chris Parry

Tese Hemschoot
Bibiana Sola Trejo
Matthew Johnson
Carl Zuccarelli

June Stengel

asmith@churchofstandrews.org
kjames@chuchofstandrews.org
jthomas@churchofstandrews.org

856-784-3878
856-784-3878
leave message at Office

kemrich@churchofstandrews.org ext. 33
moneill@churchofstandrews.org ext. 15
rpoland@churchofstandrews.org ext. 12
spcpl@comcast.net 856-906-5127
themschoot@churchofstandrews.org ext. 36
bsolatrejo@churchofstandrews.org ext. 11
mjohnson@churchofstandrews.org ext. 35
czuccarelli@churchofstandrews.org ext. 35
jstengel@churchofstandrews.org ext. 18

Parish Registration
Welcome to St. Andrew the Apostle Church! We invite you to join our family! You may register or update your current
information by calling the Parish Office or visiting our website. www.churchofstandrews.org

Parish Office Information

Parish Office Hours of Operation

The Office hours for the Parish Office are 8:30 AM to
3:00 PM.

Gluten Free Hosts

Those who are gluten intolerant and wish to receive Holy
Communion should speak with an usher or member of
the hospitality ministry before the start of Mass.

Children and Family Masses are held on the 3rd Sunday
of each month at the 10:00 AM Mass.

Masses of Inclusion are held on the 2nd Sunday of each
month at the 4:00 PM Vigil (Saturday) Mass.

New to the Parish?

Call the Parish Office to learn about our ministries and
how to register with the parish, or you can visit our
website to register online and find information about our
many ministerial opportunities.

Parish Lost and Found

Numerous items get left behind after Mass and parish
events - umbrellas, hats, reading glasses, etc.

The parish lost & found is located on the shelf in the hall-
way near the priest’s sacristy. Due to space concerns, the
lost and found is cleaned out monthly, with items being
donated. Thank you!

Sacrament of the Sick
Call the Parish Office to request a home or hospital visit.

Prayer List for Those that are in Need of Healing
Please call the Parish Office to add someone to the list.

Marriage
Arrangements are made at least one year in advance.
One wedding may be scheduled on Saturday afternoon.

Baptism

Please call the Parish Office to schedule. Baptisms take
place on the first and third Sunday of each month at
11:30 AM.

Mass Cards
You may request a Mass for your intention through the
Parish Office, or conveniently through the website.

Sanctuary Candle / Blessed Mother Candle

We offer candle remembrances for special intentions.
Please call the Parish Office to reserve a Sanctuary or
Blessed Mother Candle.

Spiritual Bouquets

Your prayer intention will be remembered on First
Fridays for six consecutive months. Your prayer intention
may be for anyone either living or deceased. Please call
or stop by the Parish Office to obtain a Spiritual Bouquet.



From the Pastor’s Desk

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:
Lenten Pilgrimage Week 3
The Woman At the Well:
Truth That Quenches (John
4:5-42)

Several years ago, a man
told me about a moment
that changed the way he
prayed. He had been travel-
ing for work, rushing be-
tween airports, running on
little sleep, and feeling spir-
itually empty. During a long
layover, he wandered into one of those small airport
chapels—quiet, dimly lit, mostly empty chairs. He sat
down with no plan, no polished prayer, not even the ener-
gy to pretend he was doing well. After a few minutes, he
said aloud—just once—“Lord, I’'m tired.”

To his surprise, that was enough. Something within him
softened. He later described it like this: “/ didn’t hear
God'’s voice. Nothing miraculous happened. But admitting
the truth—my real truth—felt like drinking water after a
long thirst.” That simple moment captures the heart of
this week’s Gospel.

The story of the Samaritan woman at the well is not
about having the perfect prayer or the perfect life. It is
about what happens when Jesus meets us exactly where
we are—at the dry places, the complicated places, the
painful places—and offers the water our souls have been
craving.

In today’s Gospel, John tells us that Jesus arrived at
Jacob’s well at noon, the hottest part of the day, when no
sensible person would go out to draw water. Except, of
course, someone who is avoiding others. Did you notice
that the woman came alone—no companions, no crowd.
She carried not only her jar, but also her shame, her dis-
appointments, her messy past, and a longing she could
not quite name. And there, at that very moment, Jesus sat
down and waited for her.

Many people wonder WHY the Samaritan woman traveled

all the way from her hometown (Sychar) to Jacob’s well
when there were closer sources of water available. Scrip-
ture does not give a direct explanation, but the details
that John provides paint a vivid picture. She arrived at the
well at noon, the hottest time of day—precisely when no
one else would be drawing water. This unusual timing tells
us something important: she likely wanted to avoid the
other women of the town. Given her complicated past
and the social stigma that would have surrounded her, the
town well would have been a place of whispers, judg-
ment, and humiliation. Jacob’s well, farther from the cen-
ter of town, offered her the one thing she could not find
among her neighbors—privacy.

But distance alone is not the whole story. Jacob’s well sat
on land deeply connected to the faith of her ancestors, a
place associated with the patriarch Jacob and fed by a
reliable underground spring. For someone who carried so
much emotional and spiritual weight, this well may have
represented not only physical water, but a sense of safety,
stability, and sacredness. In a life marked by broken rela-
tionships and disappointment, the well stood as some-
thing constant—a place where she could draw water with-
out drawing scrutiny.

And it is precisely there, at the place she retreats to hide
from others, that Jesus chose to meet her. Not in the bus-
tling town square, not in the synagogue, not in a moment
when she felt put together—but in her place of avoid-
ance, in the heat of the day, at the margins. Her journey
to Jacob’s well was likely an attempt to escape the eyes of
others, yet it became the place where the gaze of Christ
met her with truth, mercy, and transforming love.

Notice how Jesus approaches her. He began not with
judgment, but with a request: “Give me a drink.” It is a
disarming question. A beginning point. A way of saying, “I
see you. | am not avoiding you. | want to be in conversa-
tion with you.”

This is the first lesson of this week’s Lenten Pilgrimage:
Jesus meets us where we are, not where we think we
should be. He did not wait for her to fix her life before
approaching her. He did not shame her for approaching
the well at a strange hour. He simply began with honesty,
openness, and presence.



From the Pastor’s Desk

It is also important to notice that Jesus was tired when He
arrived at the well. The Savior of the world chose to enter
human exhaustion so that no one can say, “He doesn’t
understand what I’'m going through.” He sat at the well
not to expose her weakness, but to share His own human-

ity.

Here is an interesting fact about today’s Gospel. The dia-
logue between Jesus and the woman is the longest rec-
orded conversation Jesus had with anyone in the Gospels.
That alone should tell us something: Namely, God has
time for our complicated lives. God has time for those
who feel misunderstood; for those who feel far from per-
fect, and for those who come to the well at noon.

What fascinates me about Jesus in this story was that He
slowly drew her into deeper truth—not to condemn her,
but to free her. He revealed her history: “Yes, you have
had five husbands.”

He named her pain without crushing her, and He called
her deeper without humiliating her. Truth becomes the
doorway to mercy. And then came the extraordinary
promise: “Whoever drinks the water | shall give will nev-
er thirst.”

He was not speaking of physical thirst. He was speaking of
the inner thirst every human heart carries—the thirst for
love, belonging, purpose, forgiveness, stability, identity,
and peace. The woman'’s response was simple and stun-
ning: “Sir, give me this water.” It is the honest prayer of
every soul that has tried everything else and finally dares
to ask God for what truly satisfies.

This week, for our “Stay-at-Home” Lenten pilgrimage, im-
agine this Prayer. Imagine yourself walking to the well at
noon. You feel the heat, the weight of what you carry, the
weariness of your life. Jesus is already there—waiting, not
judging. He looks at you with kindness and says, “Give me
a drink.” In other words: “Let me into your real life. Start
from where you actually are.” See yourself offering Him
your fears, your worries, and your struggles. Hear Him say:
“l will give you living water.”

This week’s Gospel teaches us valuable lessons: First, Je-

sus meets us in our thirst, not in our perfection. Name
your thirst this week—your longing for hope, understand-
ing, healing, reconciliation, rest. Let that be the beginning
of prayer. Second, Truth and love always travel together.
Jesus named the woman’s wounds but did so with tender-
ness. Allow Jesus to speak truth into your life—not to
shame you, but to liberate you. And Third, Grace turns us
into witnesses. The woman left her water jar—her old
burdens—and ran to the town proclaiming, “Come and
see!” When you experience God’s mercy, don’t hide it.
Share it.

Let me suggest the following Spiritual Practices for this
third week of our “Stay-at-Home” Lenten Pilgrimage:

1. Pray with your thirst. Each morning, complete this sen-
tence: “Lord, today | thirst for...” Let this guide your pray-
er.

2. Leave one “water jar” at the well. What habit, burden,
or shame have you been carrying? Name it. Ask Jesus to
carry it with you or take it from you.

3. Offer encouragement to someone who feels alone.
The woman came to the well alone. This week, reach out
to someone who may feel isolated.

4. Pray this prayer each day during the week: Lord Jesus,
meet me at the well of my life. Speak into my thirsts, my
fears, and my hidden places. Give me Your living water—
Your presence, Your mercy, and Your peace. Help me to
let go of what no longer gives life and make me a witness
of Your love to others. Amen.

| hope and pray that this Lenten Pilgrimage is helping you
grow in your faith.

With a loving and grateful heart,

Msgr. Louis Marucci, VF, Ph.D., D.Min.
Pastor

Msgr. Marucci’s Humor Box

What do you call a fish that prays during Lent?

A holy mackerel



For Whom Shall We Pray

A Time to Be Healed

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2026
8:00 AM Mass: + Ann Marie Lento r/b Mary Ann DeAngelis
10:00 AM Mass: + Donald Howe

r/b Edward and Susan Garruto

10:00 AM Mass: + Mary McHugh r/b Tom and Nancy McShane

6:00 PM Mass: + Lou and Madeline Veronica,
James Leo Skanes Jr., and Juliann Jones r/b
Dolores Doyle

MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2026
8:00 AM Mass: + Brenda Ruggiero r/b Judy Madera

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026
8:00 AM Mass: Pro Populo Mass

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026
8:00 AM Mass: + Maureen Tomaselli
r/b Joseph and Frances Centurione

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026
8:00 AM Mass: + Isabella O. Lisa
r/b Michelina O’Neill and Family

FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2026
8:00 AM Mass: + Thomas Murphy Jr.
r/b Matthew and Dawn Johnson

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026
8:00 AM Mass: + Bill Mayer r/b Pat Mayer
4: 00 PM Mass: + Frank Donohue r/b His Wife and Children

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026
8:00 AM Mass: + Frances and John Flamma
r/b John and Lisa Flamma
10:00 AM Mass: + Anne Marie Lento r/b Clare Zebrowski
10:00 AM Mass: + Marie Borger r/b Carolyn Quinn
6:00 PM Mass: + Rose Pittorino r/b James LaBarbera

The Sanctuary Candle Burns in Memory Of
Francisco Suplizio

The Blessed Mother Candle Burns in Memory of
Bernice Brennan

We Welcome the New Members of Our Parish
Ashley Bubula
Kathleen and David Cook
Ashley Radcliffe and Michael Salamon

Maye Alfonso
Peggy Badey
Joseph Bello, Sr.
Valerie F. Butler
Gary Carmody
Timothy Cody
April Cole

Bob DeRenzo
Tony Del Pidio
Stephen Dilizio
Maryann Donohue
Guinevere V. Faulkner
Bob Freer
Alexander Fromnic
Rob Gallo

Sr. Alma Gallagher
Joan Geier

Nancy Giampietro
Joe Gilmore

Amy Glenney
Dottie Glenney
Neil Glenney
Donald Ray Hamilton
Carson Hill

Tina Joelstein
Robert Joynes

Tim Klauder

Peter Kricken

Loretta Lipp

Bill Long, Jr.
Maria LoPresti
Nicolina Marucci
Anna Mascino
Dan McGravey
Bob Merkert
Marge Merkert
Theresa Matteuci
Jay McGovern
David Misilewich
Jane Mooney
Mike Mooney
Anthony Pallante
Andrew Papp
Linda Pinson
Linda Raymond
Michael Ruggiero
Anthony Simone
Maryann Simone
Mary Bauman Soards
Don Stoll

Nina Stone
Helene Taylor
Jess Verrecchia
Baby Abigail Volk
Jane Weiman
Robert Wozniak

A Time for Peace

Luke Bianchini,
Staff Sargent, USAF
Melvin Dastas, Navy

Officer Bill Walsh
Officer Kevin Wynne

Presider Schedule March 14/15

Saturday, March 14

8:00 AM: Msgr. Marucci

4:00 PM: Fr. Anthony Infanti / Deacon Smith

Sunday, March 15

8:00 AM: Msgr. Marucci / Deacon Smith
10:00 AM: Fr. Anthony Infanti / Anthony Malatesta
6:00 PM: Msgr. Marucci / Deacon Slaven



3rd Sunday of Lent: God-Centered Stewards

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13

Jesus reminds us that material things, even something as basic as water, can never satisfy us over the long run. When
we build our lives around material possessions we will always want more, and no amount will ever satisfy our desire.
True joy and peace only come when we follow Jesus - when we as His Stewards become more “God-centered” and less
“self-centered.”

At the Rite of Election, Bishop Joseph A. Williams welcomed 238catechu-
mens who will enter into the Catholic Church during the Easter Vigil Mass-
es on April 4th, 2026 at their respective parishes. The Bishop received
Shanelle Griffin and Adam Howsare into the order of the Elect. Shanelle
and Adam will receive the three Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vig-
il at St. Andrew the Apostle.

Drop & Go Food Drive ¢ Sunday, March 15

Please help support our Parish Food Drive by picking up a shopping bag in the atrium of the church and filling it with
food items listed on the bag. Drop off your food donations outside the Parish Hall on Sunday March 15th from 8 AM
toll AM.

Help Us Reach Our Goal for the
South Jersey Catholic Ministry
Appeal and the
Building Up the House of the Lord

Capital Campaign

Pledge Cards Can Be Found in the
Vestibule of the Church

Please be generous!



Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
Are You Interested in Becoming Catholic?

If you have been coming to Mass for a while but are not
Catholic, we invite you to take a deeper look into the
Catholic faith.

If you are already Catholic and have not yet completed
your Sacraments of Initiation (First Communion or
Confirmation), we invite you to join us and see what
steps you need to continue your journey to the Lord.

If you or someone you know might wish to learn more
about this possibility, please contact
Fr. Anthony Infanti or Kathy Emrich.

You may call 856-784-3878 or e-mail Fr. Infanti at
Frinfanti@Churchofstandrews.org or Kathy Emrich at
KEmrich@churchofstandrews.org

Join Us This Lent for Our Parish Book Study
March 12th, 19th and 26th at 6:00 PM!

This Lent, we invite you to journey with us
through Story of a Soul: The Autobiography of Saint
Thérese of Lisieux. Discover the magnificent and
deeply moving story of St. Thérése, the Little Flower,
whose “little way” of holiness continues to inspire
hearts around the world.

Meetings will be conducted over Zoom:

https://zoom.us/j/937758605237?

pwd=QMdJkXapQaXAwY1CylJ82aUG6Qgnlb.1

All are welcome—whether you are new to spiritual
reading or returning to a familiar favorite. The book is
available for purchase on

Amazon.
this Lent as we walk with
St. Thérese toward a deeper
relationship with Christ.

Come grow with us

Convalidation of Marriage

If you were not married in the Catholic Church, Msgr.
Marucci is available to assist couples in navigating the con-
validation process and ensuring that your union is celebrat-
ed in accordance with Catholic teachings.

In seeking the blessing and convalidation of your marriage,
you are embracing the fullness of the sacrament and inviting
Christ to be at the center of your union. This step not only
strengthens your relationship but also brings you into deep-
er communion with the Church.

The journey toward convalidation is one of reflection, prepa-
ration, and celebration, where the grace of God transforms
your marital bond into a sacred covenant.

Please email Msgr. Marucci for more information about the
possibility of convalidation of your marriage at the following
email address:

MsgrMarucci@churchofstandrews.org



Messages of the Heart
Thursday, March 19 ¢ 9:00 AM-2:00 PM e Parish Hall
Set aside time this Lent to let the Lord speak to your heart. Mary Neary and Joan Sandell will lead us with two uplifting
presentations—“Mary’s Greatest Hour” and “The Life of Saint Joseph.” These talks are designed not only to inform but
to move the heart toward deeper trust, courage, and love. We'll begin with welcome and prayer, hear the first talk,
break for lunch (provided), and return for the second talk and closing prayer.

This gathering is a perfect opportunity for women to be renewed in faith and to enjoy prayer and fellowship with oth-
ers. Bring a friend! For more information, contact Angie Fieni: (856) 651-0544 or fienil234@gmail.com. Brochures will
also be available in the vestibule.

Men’s Prayer Group
Saturday, March 21 at 8:30 AM ¢ Upper Room
The Men’s Prayer Group at St. Andrew the Apostle warmly invites all men of the parish to gather in prayer, fellowship,
and faith. Meeting twice each month, the group provides a relaxed and welcoming space where men can support one
another as brothers in Christ. Together, they grow spiritually, build meaningful friendships, and strengthen their rela-
tionship with God.

No prior experience is needed—ijust a desire to walk the journey of faith alongside other men. Our next will be held on
March 21 at 8:30 AM. For more information, please email Sam Parry at spcpl@comcast.net or text 856-761-7999. All
are welcome.

“The way we react reveals more about us than the situation itself”

Dear Seniors, Does spring really start this month? Does it feel like we have been through

a really rough winter? Yes! It's been especially difficult for those of us who had no way to

dig out! But we got through it, and hopefully we can relax and enjoy the beautiful spring
that God gives us every year. Keep an eye out for the daffodils!

This week, after our exercise, someone from the Diocese Hospital Chaplaincy program will be here to tell us about
their mission in our diocese. Then, after Tai Chi on Thursday, we will try a new “Talking Game” (We all know how
much everybody loves to talk!!). It's called Christian Talking Points. You don’t have to know a lot, this game asks sim-
ple questions that everyone can just answer for themselves. | look forward to hearing your responses!

Why not make a plan to come to the center and spend some time with us? I’'m sure you will see people you already
know from our parish. We have plenty of activities, but there is a lot of time for socializing. Come to the Upper Room
on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays between 9:30 AM and 10:00 AM. Check us out. We serve breakfast and a delicious hot
lunch, and there is no cost. Just send me a note at themschoot@churchofstandrews.org, and | will send you a sched-
ule. There is no commitment or cost to join, so what’s stopping you?
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Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus will serve complimentary soup
every Friday evening during Lent at 5:30 PM in the Parish
Hall, prior to the Stations of the Cross. We hope to see
you there!

Women of Joy
Saturday, March 14 at 9:30 AM e Parish Hall
Women of Joy is an uplifting program designed to en-

hance the spiritual lives of Christian women. We share a
delicious breakfast, enjoy the fellowship of other women,
and listen to a presentation by a Catholic speaker at our
monthly Prayer Breakfast. Please  join us
on Saturday, March 14th for our next Wol Prayer Break-
fast at 9:30 AM in the Parish Hall. March’s presenter will
be Father Vince Guest, pastor of Sacred Heart Parish,
who will be presenting on the Sacred Heart and the Cry
of the Poor. Registration is recommended due to food
preparation. Please email catherineknasiak@yahoo.com
or call / text 856-693-0200. Free will offering graciously
accepted.

OPEN ENROLLMENT
for September for
Little Angels Academy
Preschool is currently
underway!

It’s time for open enrollment at Little Angels Academy!
Classes fill quickly, so, if you have not yet registered
your Little Angel for September, please do so as soon
as possible so that we can reserve a place for your
child!

Please visit the Church website
(www.ChuchofStAndrews.org)
to download the registration form.

Our classes do fill early...so don’t delay! Give your
child the gift of a Little Angels Academy education!

Full and Part Time Programs
Before and After School Care
Afternoon Enrichment Programs

Contact: Kathy Emrich  856-435-1585
Or visit the parish website for more information.
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