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Parish Registration
Welcome to St. Andrew the Apostle Church! We invite you to join our family! You may register or update your current
information by calling the Parish Office or visiting our website. www.ChurchofSaintAndrews.org



From the Pastor’s Desk

| am blessed with profound childhood memories of Easter. | still remember my blue and white
stuffed Easter Bunny that Mamma would take out of storage the day before Easter and give us
to enjoy on Easter Sunday and a few weeks to follow. We had a new Easter outfit every year,
which would become our Sunday clothes for the rest of the year. We would have our Easter
Basket filled with chocolate bunnies, jelly beans, Peeps, and decorated eggs (which we dyed in
advance). After Easter Sunday Mass, we headed to my Grandmother’s home for dinner with all
the relatives (Grandmom, Aunts, Uncles, and Cousins). The adults sat at one table; the kids sat
at the kids’ table. The dinner always started with a cup of Fruit Cocktail, with half of a
Maraschino cherry on top. After the appetizer, we would enjoy a cup of Skarol (escarole) soup,
followed by the primi piatti (First plate) Ravioli, meatballs, and sausage, and then the secondo
piatti (second plate) complete with meat, salad, vegetables, and potatoes. My Mother and Aunts would do the dishes
while the Uncles called the grandchildren outside for the highlight of our day, our annual Easter Egg Hunt in my
Grandmom'’s backyard. It was always a day of incredible joy.

Today, as you celebrate Easter, what comes to your mind? Chocolate bunnies, fond childhood memories of brightly
decorated Easter baskets, or coloring eggs with your kids? Maybe Easter feels like a family celebration to kick off the
new life and hope that seems synonymous with Spring. In truth, Easter is so much more than these things. If you are
unfamiliar with Christianity, you should know that Easter is the most important celebration on the Christian religious
calendar. For centuries, Christians have celebrated Easter to commemorate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. While
today, many families still enjoy the non-religious traditions of painting eggs and festive Easter candy, these modern
traditions are simple ways to help us celebrate Easter Joy. The miracle of Easter ignites new possibilities, new hopes,
and a profound joy that we never dreamed possible. The key to why Christians celebrate Easter is grounded in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is the Gospel, or Good News, for Christians. For believers, Jesus’ death and
resurrection made a way for those who follow him to experience eternal life after earthly death.

Ultimately, Christianity revolves around who Jesus Christ is and what He did. Scripture in the New Testament tells us
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (Matthew 3:17). When Jesus came to Earth, his radical teachings of grace, mercy, and
forgiveness amazed Jewish culture. Jesus was the only man to live a sinless life, who then died a sacrificial death and,
ultimately, rose from the dead. Jesus had been crucified on a Roman cross, and then on the third day after his death,
eyewitnesses discovered that the tomb where Jesus was buried was empty. Many additional witnesses saw that he had
risen, defeating death through the power of God (1 Corinthians 15:3-8).

Christianity revolves around the belief that humanity needed a savior. Maybe today, you are unsure about whether you
need a savior. Perhaps you try to live a good life and hope your good deeds will be sufficient. However, in the New
Testament (Romans 3:23 ), we are taught, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” This means we can not be
made right before God without a mediator or a sacrificial Savior to save us from our sins (Ephesians 2:8-9). Catholics
hold to the truth that we are saved through our faith (profession in our belief in Christ) and our works (the good deeds
we do in the name of Christ).

In the face of sin, there is hope in Christ Jesus. By giving himself willingly to die on the Cross, Jesus sacrificed his life to
save sinners like us. (Philippians 2:8). Jesus canceled the punishment of sin for those who believe and choose to follow
Him (2 Corinthians 5:21). This is why Catholics and other Christians celebrate Easter!

We can have hope for new life because of what Jesus did at Easter. For Christians, Easter is an important reminder of
why faith is so important. This reality struck close to home this past week through the sudden and very unexpected
death of our beloved Father Michael Rush. Last Wednesday, Father Rush was supposed to assist us with our Wednesday
Lenten Reconciliation program, “The Lights are On for You.” You could set your watch by Father Michael’s arrival every
week because he always arrived 45 minutes before the start of Mass. When he did not show up at 7 PM, Deacon Aaron
called his cell phone, which went to his voicemail. Father Infanti heard confessions for two hours that night, and when
he arrived back at the Rectory, he informed me that Father Rush did not show up for Confessions. | called him, and
again, the call went to his voicemail. | decided to text him and waited 15 minutes for his response. When he did not
return the text message, Father Infanti and | drove to his home to do a wellness check on him. The house lights were
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From the Pastor’s Desk

on, and his car was in the garage. When we entered the home, we found Father had passed away, most likely from a
heart attack, just a few hours before. We found him sitting in his desk chair, working until the end.

While death often has a sting, sudden and unexpected death leaves people bewildered. Quite frankly, we are shocked.
Last Tuesday, he celebrated Confirmation with us and joined us for dinner afterward. On Saturday, he joined us for
dinner in the Rectory, which he was accustomed to doing, and on Monday, he stopped into the office to obtain a few
addresses. Father Michael Rush was healthy, exercised regularly, and, during his recent vacation to Aruba, swam 1.5
miles every day. Jesus taught us that death might come like a thief at night; therefore, we should always be prepared.

I am comforted by several things. First, our belief in the meaning of Easter assures us that Father Michael Rush will have
a most glorious Easter this year beyond our wildest imagination. | am confident that the gates of heaven flung open
upon his arrival because of his holiness, how he lived his life, the gift of his priesthood, and his service to our
parishioners and others throughout 50 years of priesthood. Second, | accompanied him to his car after dinner last
Saturday night. Before he stepped into the car, | told him, Michael, | want to tell you something. | told him there were
not enough words | have for the blessings he provides to me and the people of our parish. And then, | said to him that |
loved him like a brother. He told me, Louie, you don’t understand; the blessings have been all mine. | love this parish,
the good people of St. Andrew’s, and most especially you. These past three years have filled me with joy. We embraced,
and he drove back to his home. Those were our final words to one another. While there is profound sadness in our
hearts, our faith reminds us that Father Michael has run the race, finished the course, and now enjoys the crown that
was waiting for him. And that, my dear Brothers and Sisters, is what Easter Joy truly brings.

So, let us remember Father Michael Rush in our prayers, along with his family, but let us hold to our belief in eternal life
that Michael Rush is more thrillingly alive at this moment than he has ever experienced during this lifetime. May he rest
in peace. May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

For those who remain, let us celebrate the Joy that Easter brings. If Jesus had not embraced the Cross, we could not ex-
perience eternal life.

With a loving and grateful heart,
Msgr. Louis Marucci, VF, PH.D., D.Min.
Pastor



Your Ministries

SAVE THE DATE!
Knights 3rd Annual Golf Outing ~ Monday, June 10
Indian Spring Country Club, Marlton

Golf ~ Delicious Buffet Dinner ~ Dancing ~ Prizes ~ 50-50 Raffle
Entertainment Provided by Sir Knight Al Armato
Now in its 3rd Year, St. Jude Council’s Annual Golf Scramble is a fun way to enjoy a beautiful day out on the
links, camaraderie with your fellow parishioners and neighbors, dinner and dancing...
all while supporting St. Andrew’s Ministries and Local Knights of Columbus Charities!
Over 100 people attended last year, please consider supporting this worthwhile event.
18-Hole Golf Greens Fees, Cart, and Full Hot Buffet $140 ~ Dinner Only $60 Per Person
For more information, contact:
A.J. Ariani at 856-630-2030 aariani@comcast.net OR
Bob Sperrazza at 856-761-2226 sperr_r@comcast.net

Fe o Riven! AHleluia, rWleluca!

My resurrected Lord, my hope is in You! Alleluia, You are alive and You have conquered all sin, all death, all
evil. You bring forth new life to all who turn to You in their need. My Jesus, | do turn to You and abandon
myself to You in Your death, so that | may rise with You in Your Resurrection to new life.

Breathe into me this gift of new life and allow me to begin anew. Jesus, | trust in You.

The next meetings of the St. Andrew Men’s Group
will be held on:

Wednesday, April 3rd at 8:30 AM and
Saturday, April 20th at 8:30 AM
Immediately following the 8:00 AM Morning Mass.

Please join us in the Upper Room of the Parish Hall for coffee,
donuts, prayer, and time to engage in learning
about our faith.



For Whom Shall We Pray

MASS INTENTIONS EASTER SUNDAY OF
THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2024

8:00 AM For People of the Parish
9:30 AM For People of the Parish
11:00 AM For People of the Parish

MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2024

8:00 AM + Thomas Rapa r/b Roger and Josie Tizon

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2024

8:00 AM Pro Populo Mass

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 2024

8:00 AM + Dolores Buongiovanni r/b Mom

THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2024

8:00 AM + All Souls in Purgatory r/b Michael Calingasan

FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2024

8:00 AM + Kathryn Payne r/b Walt and Florence Kowalewski

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2024

8:00 AM + Kathleen Fielis Smyth r/b Richard Smyth and Family

4:00 PM + John and Sharon Hemschoot r/b Jim and Tese

+ Deceased L Living

The Sanctuary Candle Burns in Honor of
Anthony Simone on His 100th Birthday
r/b Papp and Simone Families

There will be an
additional Mass next
Sunday, April 7th
at 12 Noon for the

Feast of Divine Mercy.

Next Sunday, we will
have an
8:00 AM Mass
10:00 AM Mass and
12:00 PM Mass

A Time to Be Healed

Caddy and Maye Alfonso
Mary Bauman Soards
Peggy Badey

Gary Carmody

Silvia Ciliberto

April Cole

Barbara Curtis

Tony Del Pidio
Stephen Dilizio
Maryann Donohue
Debbie Filipone

Joan Geier

Amy Glenney

Neil Glenney
Donald Ray Hamilton
Carson Hill

Robert Joynes
Loretta Lipp

Dan McGravey
Marge Merkert
Robert Merkert
David Misilewich
Mike & Jane Mooney
Matt Murphy

Rita Romano
Anthony Simone
Maryann Simone
Mabel "Dolly" Staton
Don Stoll

Nina Stone

Amanda Yakacki & Family

A Time for Peace

Devin Thomas Badey, Army
Sgt. Austin Tyler Cole, USMC

Officer Bill Walsh
Officer Kevin Wynne

Baptisms

A Time to Die

Fr. Michael Rush

Elizabeth (Betty) O’Neill

The Blessed Mother Candle Burns in Honor of

Michael McLaughlin, Emily Nannos and Jim Poland

Adoration/Holy Hour

Wednesdays
7 PM to 8 PM

"Help me to be humble, Lord, so |
may imitate You and please You."
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Little Angels Academy Preschool

OPEN ENROLLMENT for September 2024
for Little Angels Academy Preschool
is currently underway!

It’s time for open enrollment at Little Angels Academy!
Please visit the Church website
(www.ChurchofSaintAndrews.org)
to download the registration form.

Our classes do fill early...so don’t delay! Give your child
the gift of a Little Angels Academy education!

¢ Full and Part Time Programs

¢ Before and After School Care

¢ Afternoon Enrichment Programs

Contact: Kathy Emrich, Director
856-435-1585
Kemrich@churchofsaintandrews.org

Open Enrollment for CCD for
September is now available.

To learn more about our program, or to regis-
ter, please visit the Church website .

www.ChurchofSaintAndrews.org

Did you know...Not all preschools are created equal!

As a parent, you want the absolute best for your child.
Early Childhood Education is an investment in your child
and his or her future. It is very important to learn a few
essential things about any preschool before you entrust it
with your child's early childhood education.

Every preschool should be clean, safe and provide a
positive learning environment, but there is so much more
to a school than simply providing a nice facility and friendly
teachers.

When choosing a preschool for your child, it is important
to ask the right questions. You may be surprised by what
you are able to learn. Visit our webpage for more
information.

www.ChurchofSaintAndrews.org
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Compassionate Outreach Pastoral Coordinators - Bob Sperrazza and
Chris Parry. If you are faced with challenges or know someone
struggling, we’re here to help. Contact Bob at c# 856-761-2226

or rsperrazza@churchofstandrews.org or Chris at c# 856-906-5127 or
spcpl@comcast.net.

Local Outreach

The following items are needed for individuals we are assisting in our
Local Outreach program:

Adult pull-ups- women’s size medium and large

Diapers- size 3 for a 4 month old boy

Diapers size 4T-5T for an Autistic little boy

Donations can be left in the Compassionate Outreach cart in the
entrance of the church

Feast of Divine Mercy Mass and Retreat
Sunday, April 7 at Noon

In a series of revelations to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska in the 1930s, our Lord called
for a special feast day to be celebrated on the Sunday after Easter. Today, we know
that feast as Divine Mercy Sunday, named by Pope St. John Paul Il at the canonization
of St. Faustina on April 30, 2000.

Join us for a most memorable afternoon to commemorate the Feast of the Divine Mer-
cy. Receive the Special Indulgence, complete and total forgiveness of sin and
punishment.

The day begins with Mass at noon, followed by Adoration, Confessions, Rosary, St.
Faustina Stations of the Cross, Reflection on the life of St. Faustina, and concluding
with the Chanted Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3 PM.

Legion of Mary
Be Joyful Mary!! Your son has risen. Let us pray to our Blessed Mother this Easter Sunday as we celebrate with Mary
the resurrection of her son Jesus. Pray that we can imitate her faith, hope and perseverance as she stayed present
with Jesus during His passion. And now we can rejoice in His resurrection. Recite her
prayer, the Magnificat meditating upon the words of the prayer. Now it is time to
Rejoice in His rising from the dead and remain hopeful as we journey through our own
personal challenges.
My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.
He looks on his servant in her lowliness, henceforth all ages will call me blessed.
The Almighty works marvels for me, Holy is his name!
His mercy is from age to age, on those who fear him.
He puts forth his arm in strength and scatters the proud hearted,
He casts the mighty from their thrones and raises the lowly.
He fills the starving with good things, sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant, remembering his mercy,
the mercy promised to our fathers, to Abraham and his sons forever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen.



Your Ministries

Women of Joy Breakfast
Please join us for our next Women of Joy Breakfast!
Saturday, April 6th 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM.

Our speaker is Andres Arango, Bishop Sullivan's Delegate
for Hispanic Ministry and Director of Evangelization in the
Diocese of Camden.

o The topic is:
Please join us for our next How to Build Intimacy with Jesus Through the Eucharist
Women of Joy Breakfast!

Saturday, April 6th 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Tell Us About Your First Holy Communion!

Do you remember your first experience receiving communion?
What emotions do you recall feeling?
Is there a particular moment that stands out?
How has your life been changed by this moment?

We want to hear from you! Send in your memory along with a digi-
tal copy of your First Communion picture to
MsgrMarucci@ChurchofStAndrews.org.

We will be including the reflections in upcoming bulletins.
May our stories inspire those making their
First Holy Communion next month!

St. Andrew the Apostle Life Teen Group

What is LIFE Teen? Spend time with your peers, make friends, have fun
and serve others! Learn about your interests and gain self-confidence!
Take a moment to gain a different perspective and learn more about
your faith in others and God!
All 8" to 12" grade teens and their friends are welcome!
LIFE Teen Group
How to get notified about Group Events?
Go to Remind.com and enroll in @39bab4 by entering your cell # or
email address.
QUESTIONS ABOUT JOINING LIFE Teen?
Call or text Dan Maney, Youth Leader, at (609) 706-0981 or email
DManey@churchofsaintandrews.org. For more information, go to
church web site http://churchofsaintandrews.org then
select education, then youth ministry.
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Saint Andrew’s Senior Ministry Welcoming Day! Join Us!
(The Renaissance Center) invites you to a Welcoming Day on April 2, 2024
for any new seniors, men and women, age 65 or better, who would like to attend.

We will meet in the Parish Hall between 9:30 AM and 10:30 AM for a day of socializing, fun and food.
Please join us and find out how we are staying active, learning, and growing in our faith.
Please contact Tese Hemschoot at themschoot@churchofstandrews.org,
or call the office at 856-784-3878 for more information.

Our Seniors celebrated the Feast of Saint Joseph by enjoying a St. Joseph’s Table

Italians have had a special love of St. Joseph, and a famous
miracle led the people of Sicily to begin a tradition known
as the Tavola di San Giuseppe (Table of St. Joseph).

Congratulations to Mary Lou and Millie for
preparing a beautiful Tavola di San Giuseppe!

South Jersey Catholic Ministry Appeal Update

South Jersey Ministries Appeal

We're almost at our Parish Goal! 250,000
Remember to complete your pledge form
today! 200,000
150,000
100,000
Diocesan Goal 176,500 50,000
Parish Goal 225,000

Amount Pledged 223,187
Diocesan Goal Parish Goal Amount Pledged
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Live Well

Meredith Bethea, REALTOR®
Licensed in NJ & PA
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