
St. Peter's Hamilton

29th Sunday (A)

Mission Sunday


18th October 2026

 


Our Parish Mission

All are welcome in this place

Behold Love's amazing grace


All are welcome

Bring your hopes, bring your dreams


Mercy flows and love redeems

 

5.33 am

I am in my office, the house the church is 
quiet. Putting the last few things in the 
bulletin. 

 


I was shocked on Sunday when I heard that 
Pope Leo had to go in for surgery to remove a 
nodule from one of his lungs. Then on Monday 
we heard that the operation would take place 
on Tuesday. Later that night we were told by 
the Vatican that he had lung cancer, and that 
the operation went well. He concelebrated 
Mass in the hospital yesterday. Let us pray for 
our Holy Father asking that the healing Lord 
will look after him. St. Peter Pray for him.

 




Mass of the Sick will take place a week on 
Saturday. The sacrament of the Sick will be 
available. If you have  physical, mental 
health, emotional or spiritual needs, then 
please come along to receive this healing 
sacrament. It is a sign of God's love for us.

 


The October Week holiday comes to an end on 
Sunday. I hope the pupils, staff of our 4 
schools had a dood holiday and everyone 
comes back to school safe and sound.

 

Next Weeks Mass Programme

Monday: No Mass

Tuesday : 10am Mass

Wednesday: 10am Mass

Thursday: 10am Mass

Friday: 10am Mass 

Saturday: 10am Mass

 


Week Day Mass will be held in the side 
Chapel, Except for Funerals and when the 
children come to Mass.

 


This Week's Rota 

Readers

4pm Vigil: J. Logan

9.30am: P. Davies

11am: D. Lee

 




Eucharistic Ministers

4pm Vigil: E. Gold, A. Conway & A. Gebbie

9.30am: K. O'Neill, M. Devanney & C. Bonnar

11am: M. McGuire, S. Cunningham & A. 
Leabody

 

Weekday 10am Mass Readers Rota

Tuesday: P. Davies

Wednesday: B. Cornes

Thursday: P. McKeown

Friday: J. McCluskey

Saturday: A. Devlin

 

Please pray for the following:

Sick:

Margaret Callaghan Doreen Cleary, Neil Boyle,

John Rielly, Molly Strang, James Clark,

Fr. Michael McLaughlin, Patricia Henderson,

Joanna Maier (Connecticut USA), Therese 
Gilgunn Tressy Callaghan, Suzanne McMurray, 
Marie White,

Lesley Watson (Spain) John McGuire, Jill 
Brown,

Maureen McHugh,Margaret Burke, Paul 
Kearney,

Kathleen Daly, Karen Pritchatt, Louise 
Newton,

Faith Lyndsey, Marie McGuire, James Morton, 




Thomas Daly, Andrew McCluskey,  Margaret 
Loan,

Premature Baby Vincent McDowell, 

Gudren Berk (Germany), Jaqueline 
McReynolds,

Mary Morrison, Helen Howarth (Easterhouse), 

Avril McCluskey, Carol Corr, Margaret Park,

Thomas Kennedy, Alana Hepburn, Michael 
Ritchie,

Hugh O'Donnell,  May Brandon, Michelle 
McDade and all our sick.

 


Recently Dead: 

Paul Ward, Marie Lavety, Paul Gillen, 

 

Month Minds & Anniversaries:

Jean McCann, Jane Hayes, Margaret Higgins,

Debbie McMahon, Peter Doyle, Agnes 
Gallacher,

Ann & Hugh Rodgers, Martin McPolland,

Giuseppe De Marco, Pat Dougan, Catherine 
Dickson, 

          


Please if you could make sure all month minds 
and anniversaries are handed in no later than 
Wednesday Night. If they come in after that 
they will be read out at Mass on Sunday. If the 
recently dead come in after the Wednesday 



deadline they too will be read out at Mass on 
the Sunday.


 

This Weeks Readings

First Reading 

Isaiah 45:1,4-6 

The Lord chooses Cyrus to subdue the nations 
for the sake of Israel.

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 96:1,3-10 

Sing praise to the Lord.

Second Reading 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b 

Paul greets the Thessalonians, recalling the 
Gospel they received.

Gospel Reading 

Matthew 22:15-21 

The Pharisees send their disciples to test 
Jesus with a question about taxes.

Background on the Gospel Reading

In today’s Gospel Jesus and the religious 
leaders in Jerusalem continue their tense 
exchange of questions and challenges. At this 
point the disciples of the Pharisees, together 
with the Herodians, try to entrap Jesus by 
their question about the payment of taxes.

Matthew sets up an unusual partnership 
between the Pharisees and the Herodians. 



The Herodians were supporters of Herod 
Antipas, a Jewish political leader who 
collaborated with the Romans. Such 
collaboration would have required a 
compromised observance of the Mosaic Law. 
The Pharisees, on the other hand, taught 
scrupulous observance of the Mosaic Law and 
opposed Roman occupation. Herodians 
favored the payment of taxes; the Pharisees 
opposed it. The Herodians and the Pharisees 
approach Jesus, asking that he take sides in 
their dispute. If Jesus answers with the 
Pharisees, he shows himself to be an enemy 
of Rome. If he answers with the Herodians, he 
offends popular Jewish religious sensibilities.

Jesus’ response to this attempt to trap him 
exposes the guile of his questioners. From his 
first words to them, Jesus shows that he is 
very much aware of what they are trying to 
do. He asks to see a Roman coin, which is 
readily provided to him. It may have come 
from the hand of a Herodian, but the 
Pharisees show themselves to be quite willing 
to accept this compromise. Jesus has already 
exposed the Pharisees as hypocrites.

Jesus takes his response one step further. He 
asks that his questioners examine the coin. 
Agreeing that it is Caesar’s image on the coin, 



Jesus tells them that it must belong to Caesar. 
Avoiding the question of lawfulness 
altogether, Jesus answers their question with 
simple logic. Then, going further still, Jesus 
tells them that their obligation is to pay to 
God that which belongs to God.

Jesus’ response to the Herodians and 
Pharisees suggests the ethic that Christians 
ought to adopt. It reminds us of the 
importance of keeping things in their proper 
perspective. Do we attach ourselves to 
worldly things at the expense of the love and 
honor that we owe to God?

 


Every Week from now on there will be a 
feast day of the week in the bulletin. The 
weeks is:

 

St. Pope John Paul II 22nd October


Saint John Paul II’s Story


“Open wide the doors to Christ,” urged John 
Paul II during the homily at the Mass where he 
was installed as pope in 1978. Born in 
Wadowice, Poland, Karol Jozef Wojtyla had 
lost his mother, father, and older brother 
before his 21st birthday. Karol’s promising 
academic career at Krakow’s Jagiellonian 
University was cut short by the outbreak of 



World War II. While working in a quarry and a 
chemical factory, he enrolled in an 
“underground” seminary in Kraków. Ordained 
in 1946, he was immediately sent to Rome 
where he earned a doctorate in theology. 
Back in Poland, a short assignment as assistant 
pastor in a rural parish preceded his very 
fruitful chaplaincy for university students. 
Soon Fr. Wojtyla earned a doctorate in 
philosophy and began teaching that subject at 
Poland’s University of Lublin. Communist 
officials allowed Wojtyla to be appointed 
auxiliary bishop of Kraków in 1958, 
considering him a relatively harmless 
intellectual. They could not have been more 
wrong! Bishop Wojtyla attended all four 
sessions of Vatican II and contributed 
especially to its Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World. Appointed as 
archbishop of Kraków in 1964, he was named 
a cardinal three years later. Elected pope in 
October 1978, he took the name of his short-
lived, immediate predecessor. Pope John Paul 
II was the first non-Italian pope in 455 years. 
In time, he made pastoral visits to 124 
countries, including several with small 
Christian populations. John Paul II promoted 
ecumenical and interfaith initiatives, 



especially the 1986 Day of Prayer for World 
Peace in Assisi. He visited Rome’s main 
synagogue and the Western Wall in Jerusalem; 
he also established diplomatic relations 
between the Holy See and Israel. He improved 
Catholic-Muslim relations, and in 2001 visited 
a mosque in Damascus, Syria. The Great 
Jubilee of the Year 2000, a key event in John 
Paul’s ministry, was marked by special 
celebrations in Rome and elsewhere for 
Catholics and other Christians. Relations with 
the Orthodox Churches improved considerably 
during his papacy. “Christ is the center of the 
universe and of human history” was the 
opening line of John Paul II’s 1979 encyclical, 
Redeemer of the Human Race. In 1995, he 
described himself to the United Nations 
General Assembly as “a witness to hope.” His 
1979 visit to Poland encouraged the growth of 
the Solidarity movement there and the 
collapse of communism in central and eastern 
Europe 10 years later. John Paul II began 
World Youth Day and traveled to several 
countries for those celebrations. He very 
much wanted to visit China and the Soviet 
Union, but the governments in those 
countries prevented that.




One of the most well-remembered photos of 
John Paul II’s pontificate was his one-on-one 
conversation in 1983, with Mehmet Ali Agca, 
who had attempted to assassinate him two 
years earlier. In his 27 years of papal ministry, 
John Paul II wrote 14 encyclicals and five 
books, canonized 482 saints and beatified 
1,338 people. In the last years of his life, he 
suffered from Parkinson’s disease and was 
forced to cut back on some of his activities. 
Pope Benedict XVI beatified John Paul II in 
2011, and Pope Francis canonised him in 
2014. Reflection Before John Paul II’s funeral 
Mass in St. Peter’s Square, hundreds of 
thousands of people had waited patiently for a 
brief moment to pray before his body, which 
lay in state inside St. Peter’s for several days. 
The media coverage of his funeral was 
unprecedented. Presiding at the funeral Mass, 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger—then dean of the 
College of Cardinals and later Pope Benedict 
XVI—concluded his homily by saying: “None of 
us can ever forget how, in that last Easter 
Sunday of his life, the Holy Father, marked by 
suffering, came once more to the window of 
the Apostolic Palace and one last time gave his 
blessing urbi et orbi (‘to the city and to the 
world’). “We can be sure that our beloved 

https://d145-b04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/V+113/d145-B04/VVXBFS3cTT-WW3dGHqG7ytDcyW5VG-2S5W7Lr9N197WX05kBVzW69t95C6lZ3nGW4jFbrv93jD7tVVTBth10Jj-hM6vJ7RNwdJ4W9csgjr93T1GhN3zTw1qtcR-WW65pcVB3L_mMvW6g7_3K5wfJNmW3Kt3rs3hW3-sN3P-mbSkPpKDW1kbjyY8hB86kN3csjV7sLCd6W34Q2k61NL-bqW7wQZcs7XzJ8QW8BYlkf7PwMlDW92s1Qm8-NjBlW3z5_WT1RSlWfW3zyCHV2M023PW1kgSzW409ZDXW7vhr5b7F68w4Vnfq7G19RLryW3DYcyc2SqcHDW4h_8N15L5ZbHW1jL8zn6_kYrzN95rSq3wWx2DW9gcyDh22NRCwW9ck92c296Q4jW16Bsnc77cxPRN22j6fXxdpcTW7WRYj78Pc8TJW3ZQl2P3dF76zW8qRBws1_wLfLN5DRQFf_VRlDW8dKlYs3QnP88W2JgRD47-gcHTW51P2Fn27Q1TPW68BDgZ95M1FhdY9_c204


pope is standing today at the window of the 
Father’s house, that sees us and blesses us. 
Yes, bless us, Holy Father. We entrust your 
dear soul to the Mother of God, your Mother, 
who guided you each day and who will guide 
you now to the glory of her Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen.”

 


Coffee Morning Every Tuesday.

Next one 20th October 

 

Dates for your Diary

24th October Mass of the Sick 10am Mass

7th November Annual Mass for the Dead 10am 
Mass

 

November Lists

Will be available in the porch from this 
weekend.


Mass will be offered each day in November for 
those names included on the list. You may 
include an offering alongside the list in your 
envelope.


And from Tuesday there will be a box in the 
porch to return them.

 


Christmas Cards etc will be available from 
next week in the side Chapel at 
competitive prices.




 


Breakfast with Santa

5th December

If anyone's workplace donate gifts for kids 
at Chrismas please keep St. Peter's Church 
in mind as we are organising Breakfast 
with Santa for over 100 children  in the 
area free of charge and any support woulf 
be greatly appreciated.... also tombola 
gifts and selectoon boxes ....give Anne 
Frances a message or hand in to the 
church.

 

Panto 2027

January 8th 2027

Goldilocks

Price £36 including Bus

Sign up Sheet in Porch

Scan the QR code on the notice board in the 
Church

Click on the following link as well.

St Peters Panto Trip Jan 2027 – Fill in form

 

Wrap Up Lanarkshire Appeal

Donated your spare winter coats or anoraks to 
The Rotary Club of Hamilton, helping us to 
support many local charities and community 
organisations which care for people who are 

https://d145-b04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/V+113/d145-B04/VVXBFS3cTT-WW3dGHqG7ytDcyW5VG-2S5W7Lr9N197WXW3m2nnW7Y8-PT6lZ3nPW1z3CLR12bmSFW8FXB4-5vd4wqW3lTGPY5gG3D0W2xPBKC6mw1_dW5kRrCp8YFd4GW7pg--j8VXVbvW4KCvkV6LKcrcW46kmwC9844fQW79vT3c7RDHwVW3y0Ff28XWJYYW5vy8sM45lZWlW1nqCXC1qbB0GW8qj_r33BRfWPW5GKJ_S4pHT_ZW82Dwmg8Nb4wCW3JCdWj4D_fsSW2LGd4j1mFn3FV9VjqY6QYBWSW3y4xBK52dBF3W7qMxkk5dJDFFW1LYp3k3rpsX_W1XmZHn7MJf6RW1-wRfN31L70hW8b4K4l9dFmryW4HJKPn7k8RL-W1xkpkm1Src4mf4t-0Kd04


homeless, escaping domestic violence, living 
in poverty, refugees.

No money donations thanks, just drop off your 
coat(s) in the box whilst at Church


Donate a coat during the month of 
October & sincere thanks

 

Powerpoint Remote Control:

I am also looking for Volunteers to move the

power-points on during the Sunday Masses,

Vigil 4pm, 9.30am & 11am.

It is very easy to operate, if we get enough 
volunteers for each Mass we would put a wee 
rota together. It would take a wee bit of 
pressure off me.

 

 


Gift Aid


If you wish to sign up for Gift Aid. It is a 
great way to help the parish financially, 
costing you absolutely nothing. If you wish 
to sign up contact myself or Doreen Lee 
and we will give you the form and hand it 
back as you can and we can get it 
organised. As I said it costs you nothing, 
but helps the parish so much.

 


Baptism/Wedding Meetings: THURSDAY 6pm & 
7pm. JUST TURN UP




 


The Bulletin is available by email 

 


I can't thank you enough for your generosity 
to the Parish. I really appreciate it. Please 
keep it up, Once again Thank You.

 


Fr. Frank


