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The Parish of Christ Church  

Andover, Massachusetts 

 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

August 31, 2025 

at nine o’clock in the morning 

 
Voluntary Meditation on a Theme by Tchaikovsky & Song Without Words Eric Thiman (1900-1975) 

Processional Hymn 598               Lord Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth Mit Freuden zart 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Summary of the Law 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 

your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 

commandment greater than these.”       Mark 12:29-31 

Song of Praise  BCP, page 356 
[Hymnal S-280]                           Gloria in excelsis  Robert Powell (1932-2025) 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you 

For this week’s 

announcements and 

prayer list, please scan: 
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Celebrant Let us pray. 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love 
of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the 
fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

A reading from Sirach (10:12-18 NRSV) 

The beginning of human pride is to forsake the Lord; the heart has withdrawn from its Maker. 
For the beginning of pride is sin, and the one who clings to it pours out abominations. Therefore 
the Lord brings upon them unheard-of calamities, and destroys them completely. The Lord 
overthrows the thrones of rulers, and enthrones the lowly in their place. The Lord plucks up the 
roots of the nations, and plants the humble in their place. The Lord lays waste the lands of the 
nations, and destroys them to the foundations of the earth. He removes some of them and 
destroys them, and erases the memory of them from the earth. Pride was not created for human 
beings, or violent anger for those born of women. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 112 

1 Hallelujah! 
     Happy are they who fear the Lord * 
     and have great delight in his commandments! 

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * 
     the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 
     and their righteousness will last for ever. 

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * 
     the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending * 
     and to manage their affairs with justice. 

6 For they will never be shaken; * 
     the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 
      their heart is right; 
      they put their trust in the Lord. 

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, * 
     until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

9 They have given freely to the poor, * 
     and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 
     they will hold up their head with honor. 

10 The wicked will see it and be angry; 
     they will gnash their teeth and pine away; * 
     the desires of the wicked will perish. 
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A reading from Hebrews (13:1-8, 15-16 NRSV) 
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you 
were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 
tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for 
God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be 
content with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave you or forsake you." So we can 
say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?" 
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 
that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God. 
Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn 477       All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine                                      Engelberg 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (14:1, 7-14 NRSV) 
At the Announcement, all say Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on 
the sabbath, they were watching him closely. When he noticed how the guests chose the places of 
honor, he told them a parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not 
sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by 
your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, `Give this person your 
place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go 
and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, `Friend, move 
up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." He 
said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite 
your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 
return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 
Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon  The Reverend Michael J. Hodges 

The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 

became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
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hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 

through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People Based on Form VI, BCP, p. 392 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Julia, our bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in God’s Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  

We pray especially for Becky, Peter, Debbie, Maddie, Nancy, Leslie, Timothy, Jessica, Virginia, 
Steve, and Ed, and for those family and friends of parishioners who have been commended to our 
prayers. 

I invite your prayers either silently or aloud. 

Silence – the people may add their own prayers either silently or aloud. 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

We give thanks for the Pennacook-Abenaki people who inhabited the lands upon which our 
church building is located, and we pray that we may be faithful stewards, in our time, of this sacred 
space. 

I invite your thanksgivings either silently or aloud. 

Silence – the people may add their own prayers either silently or aloud. 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, especially Reverend Mack Hagins and Jim Pickard, that they may 
have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
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Silence – The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 

The Peace 
Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
Then the Minister and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Offertory 
Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 

sacrifice to God. 

Offertory Anthem                 How lovely are Thy dwellings fair           Eric Thiman (1900-1975)    
Anney Barrett & Michael Barrett, Soloists 

How lovely are Thy dwellings fair, O Lord of Hosts, how dear Thy pleasant tabernacles are, Where Thou dost 
dwell so near.  My soul doth long and almost die, Thy courts, O Lord, to see: My heat and flesh aloud do cry, O 
living God, for Thee.  Happy who in Thy house reside, Where Thee they ever praise!  Happy whose strength in 
Thee doth bide, And in their hearts Thy ways!  They journey on from strength to strength, With joy and gladsome 
cheer, Till all before our God At length in Zion do appear.  For God the Lord, both sun and shield Gives grace 
and glory bright; No good from them shall be withheld Whose ways are just and right. Amen.  
   Paraphrase of Psalm 84 by John Milton (1608-1674) 

Hymn at the Presentation: 380, v. 3    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow  Old 100th 

The Great Thanksgiving                      Eucharistic Prayer A BCP, p. 361 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Here a proper Preface is sung or said. 

Therefore we praise you joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord [Hymnal S-129]   Sanctus  Robert Powell 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God [Hymnal S-163]   Agnus Dei Robert Powell 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

Invitation to Communion 

Celebrant This is Christ’s table of love and forgiveness. ‘The Bread of Life and the Cup of 
Salvation’ provide food for our souls. All are welcome to draw near and share these 
holy mysteries. Take Christ within your bodies and become the Body of Christ. 
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Postcommunion Prayer BCP, p. 365 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Announcements 

Hymn 438                            Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!                        Woodlands  

Dismissal 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Voluntary                                             Postlude in D Major                      Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover 

Serving at Today’s Service 

Celebrant and preacher The Rev. Michael J. Hodges, Rector 

Organist Barbara A. Bruns 

Summer Choir 

Soloists 

Lector 

Parish Choir Volunteers 

Anney Barrett and Michael Barrett  

Bobbie McGuire  

Eucharistic Minister Barbara Whitehair  

Ushers Missy Blanch, Matt Lennon 

Flowers Barbara Reichter 

Altar Guild Josephine Nason 

Verger  Chris Wagner 

Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense, License #A-734148. All rights 
reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. The collect, 
psalm, prayers of the people, peace, Eucharistic Prayer A (or B, C, or D), service of Baptism, and dismissal taken from The Book of 
Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. 
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Welcome to Christ Church!  

We’re delighted you have found us! We are blessed by your presence here today and want to do 
everything possible to make you feel at home. In our celebration of  Holy Communion, we believe 
that everyone is welcome at God’s table. Our welcome extends to all people without preference for 
age, ability, gender, race, ethnic or religious background, sexual orientation, marital or family status. 
We desire to know ourselves and one another as God knows us - as beloved children of  God - and to 
embody Jesus’ own example of  radical hospitality. If  you have questions about this parish specifically, 
or about the Episcopal Church in general, please ask someone seated near you. There’s a lot of  wisdom 
in the helpful people in the pews. You may also talk with the Rev. Michael Hodges, our Rector.  

Children: Children’s activity bags for borrowing are available on the children’s bookshelf  in the back 
of  the church. Our service is enriched by the presence of  children; they learn liturgical behavior by 
observation. Let them see you participate in and enjoy the service!  

Accessibility: Plastic magnifying sheets are available at the rear of  the church. There are also hearing 
assistance devices located in the rear of  the church. Please ask an usher for assistance.  

Restrooms: Restrooms, including one with a changing table, are located behind the Parish Hall at the 
end of  the long hallway on the left. 

Land Acknowledgement: We acknowledge that Christ Church is located on the ancestral lands of  
the Pennacook tribal nation, an Algonquian-speaking tribe of  the Wabanaki Confederacy composed 
of  the Pennacook, Pawtucket, and other Indigenous people. This was their home for more than 10,000 
years. We acknowledge these caretakers of  the land and waters: the elders who lived before, the 
Indigenous people today and the generations to come. We are guests on this land and have used it and 
its people for our betterment, often at their expense. We commit to doing our part to become better 
stewards of  this land, understanding the impact of  present and past exploitation, and working toward 
a more just and equitable future. 

Our Weekday Services: Our weekday services of  Morning Prayer take place on Zoom on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays at 7:00 a.m. Our Wednesday morning Eucharists take place in person in the 
North Chapel at 7:00 a.m. Our services of  Compline are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:00 p.m. 
on Zoom. All are welcome! To join any of  our online services, go to our homepage for the Zoom 
links.  

 

        Everything we do here at Christ Church is dependent on the generosity of our 
parishioners and other donors. Please use this QR code to donate today! Our vestry 
greatly appreciates your support! 
 

 
 

The Parish of Christ Church 

25 Central Street 
Andover, Massachusetts 01810 

978-475-0529 

www.christchurchandover.org 


