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The Parish of Christ Church  
Andover, Massachusetts 

 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
   with Holy Baptism 

April 12, 2026 
at eight o’clock in the morning 
at ten o’clock in the morning 

 
Voluntary                          Partita on “This Joyful Eastertide” Paul Bouman (1918-2019) 

All stand, as able 
Processional Hymn 193            That Easter Day with joy was bright Puer Nobis 

Holy Baptism BCP, p. 299 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit;      
People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant One Lord, on Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all. 

Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may 
show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A reading from The Acts of the Apostles (2:14a, 22-32 NRSV)  

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “You that are Israelites, 
listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 
power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this 
man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from 
death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him, 
‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore 
my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. For you will not 
abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. You have made known 
to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ “Fellow Israelites, I 
may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb 
is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him 
that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 
experience corruption.’ This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

 
 

For this week’s 
announcements and 

prayer list, please scan: 
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At the 10:00 a.m. service, the congregation remains seated and is invited to sing the ANTIPHON. 

 

Psalm 16 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 
     I have said to the Lord, "You are my Lord, my good above all other."   

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 
     upon those who are noble among the people.    ANTIPHON 

3 But those who run after other gods * 
     shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 
     nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.    ANTIPHON 

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; * 
     it is you who uphold my lot. 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
     indeed, I have a goodly heritage.      ANTIPHON 

7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; * 
     my heart teaches me, night after night. 

8 I have set the Lord always before me; * 
     because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.    ANTIPHON 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 
     my body also shall rest in hope. 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
     nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

11 You will show me the path of life; * 
     in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
     and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.    ANTIPHON 

A reading from 1 Peter (1:3-9 NRSV) 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the 
genuineness of your faith-- being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by 
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fire-- may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn 178 (10:00 a.m.)    Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord Alleluia No. 1 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (20:19-31 NRSV) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he 
said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." A week later his disciples were again in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered 
him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so 
that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon The Rev. Michael J. Hodges 

Baptismal Hymn 192, verse 1 (10:00 a.m.)      This joyful Eastertide Vreuchten 

Holy Baptism BCP, p. 301 
This morning we welcome into Christ’s Body the Church 

Bowen Arthur Richards, son of Madeline Surgenor Richards and Michael Richards 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate 

The Celebrant says  The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
Parents and Godparents I present Bowen Arthur to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is 
brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the 
full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God's help. 
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Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against 
God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 
creatures of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them.  

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do.  

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in 
their life in Christ? 

People We will. 

Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 
baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He  will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the 
bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 

People  I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity of 

all creation?” 
People  I will, with God's help. 

Prayers for the Candidate 

Celebrant Let us now pray for this child who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
A Person appointed leads the following petitions 
Leader Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Open his heart to your grace and truth. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Send him into the world in witness to your love. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may 

live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 
lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 

The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 
the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt 
into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by 
the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the 
bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it 
we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful 
obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Baptism 

Bowen, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Celebrant Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you 
have bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life 
of grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the 
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder 
in all your works. Amen. 

Using chrism, the sign of the cross is marked on the child’s forehead with these words: 
Bowen, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

A candle is lit from the Paschal Candle and handed to the newly baptized with these words: 
Bowen, receive the light of Christ: a symbol of the new life enkindled in you. 

Celebrant  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
Celebrant and People We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ 

crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal 
priesthood. 

The Peace 
Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
Then the Minister and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  

The Offertory 
Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

Offertory Hymn 205 (8:00 a.m.)   Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!                    Gelobt sei Gott 

Offertory Anthem  (10:00 a.m.)      Most glorious Lord of life William H. Harris (1883-1973) 

     Hymn at the Presentation: 618, v. 4    O friends, in gladness let us sing Lasst uns erfreuen 

The Great Thanksgiving                      Eucharistic Prayer A BCP, p. 361 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Here a proper Preface is sung or said. 

Therefore we praise you joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord [Hymnal S-128]   Sanctus (10:00 a.m.) William Mathias (1934-1992) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us 
to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God [Hymnal S-165]   Agnus Dei (10:00 a.m.) William Mathias 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world: grant us your peace. 

Invitation to Communion 
Celebrant This is Christ’s table of love and forgiveness. ‘The Bread of Life and the Cup of 

Salvation’ provide food for our souls. All are welcome to draw near and share these 
holy mysteries. Take Christ within your bodies and become the Body of Christ. 

Communion Hymn 206 (10:00 a.m.)       Alleluia! O sons and daughters, let us sing! O filii et filiae 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP, p. 365 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 

Announcements 

Hymn 205                 Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!                                   Gelobt sei Gott 

Dismissal BCP, p. 366 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Voluntary                                            Rondo in G   John Bull (1562-1628) 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~ Christ Church Andover 
Serving at Today’s Service 

Celebrant and preacher The Rev. Michael J. Hodges, Rector 
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Lectors (8:00) Frances Jennings Dodson (10:00) Tim Pickard 

Eucharistic Ministers (8:00) Marie Wagner (10:00) Barb Whitehair 

Ushers (8:00) Janice Parent (10:00) Matt Calnan, Jay Donovan 
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Altar Guild (8:00) Debbie Kelley (10:00) Nancy Taber 
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Acolytes 
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Videographer  Michael Marcinelli 
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Everything we do here at Christ Church is dependent on the generosity of our 
parishioners and other donors. Please use this QR code to donate today! Our vestry 
greatly appreciates your support! 
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