For this week’s

The Parish of Christ Church onouncements and
prayer list, please scan:
Andover, Massachusetts

Bl

The Seventeenth Sunday after September 20, 2026 [=]
Pentecost at eight and ten o’clock in the
Holy Eucharist, Rite 11 morning
Voluntary Lied, Opus 31, No. 17 Louis Vierne (1870-1937)
All stand, as able
Processional Hymn 9 Not here for high and holy things Morning Song
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Peaple And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Summary of the Law
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other

commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:29-31
Glory to God BCP, page 356
[Hymnal S-280] Gloria in excelsis (10:00 a.nm.) Robert Powell (1932-2025)

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.



Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now,
while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from Exodus (16:2-15 NRSV)
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.
The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt,
when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to
rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that
day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day,
when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So
Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord,
because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain
against us?” And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of
bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—
what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.” Then Moses said to
Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard
your complaining.”” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked
toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses
and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat
meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am
the Lord your God.” In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning
there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of
the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw
it, they said to one another, “What is it?”” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them,
“It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.”
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Congregation is invited to sing the Antiphon at the 10:00 a.m. service.
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From A HymnTune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition © 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr. and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.



3 Glory in his holy Name; *

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. [ANTIPHON]
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *

continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *

his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *

O children of Jacob his chosen. [ANTIPHON]
37 He led out his people with silver and gold; *

in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.
38 Egypt was glad of their going, *

because they were afraid of them. [ANTIPHON]
39 He spread out a cloud for a covering *

and a fire to give light in the night season.
40 They asked, and quails appeared, *

and he satisfied them with bread from heaven.
41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, *

so the river ran in the dry places. [ANTIPHON]
42 For God remembered his holy word *

and Abraham his servant.
43 So he led forth his people with gladness, *

his chosen with shouts of joy.
44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, *

and they took the fruit of others' toil,
45 That they might keep his statutes *

and observe his laws. Hallelujah! [ANTIPHON]

A Reading from Philippians (1:21-30 NRSV)
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for
me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.
Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I
come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your
salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of
believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that
you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Lector The Word of the Lotd.
People Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn 482 (70:00 a.n.) Lord of all hopefulness Slane

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (20:1-16 NRSV)
At the Announncement, all say Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them



into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is
right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the
same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’
He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual
daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them
also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend,
I'am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs
to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what
I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be
first, and the first will be last.”

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon The Rev. Michael J. Hodges
The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Based on Form 17, BCP, p. 389
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lotd, have mercy".

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault
at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for Julia, our own Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and
for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all
may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.



Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the
earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are
in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory
in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those who have been commended to our prayers, especially Maddie, Nancy, Leslie, Ed, Ila,
Bonnie, Roger, Kendra, Kathy, and Carol, and for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being
freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

I invite your prayers and thanksgivings either silently or aloud.

Silence. The people may add their own petitions.

Remembering all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is
known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no
pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.

To you, O Lord our God.
Silence. The Celebrant then adds a concluding Collect.

The Confession BCP, p. 360
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.
Amen.

The Celebrant continues.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



The Peace
Celebrant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.
Then the Minister and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
The Offertory
Celebrant  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to
God.
Offertory Hymn 522 (8:00 a.n.) Glorious things of thee are spoken Austria
Offertory Anthem (70:00 a.».) Panis Angelicus César Franck (1822-1890)

Anney Barrett, soloist
Transitation: The bread of the angels becomes the bread of mortals;
the bread of heaven puts an end to prefigurations. O wondrous thing!
The poor, the slave and the humble feed on their Lord.
Of you, threefold and one God, we ask: Come to visit us as we worship you;
lead us on your paths to where we want to go: to the light in which you dwell.
Text by Saint Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225-1274)

Hymn at the Presentation 380, vs. 3 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow Old 100"
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B BCP, p. 367

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Here a proper Preface is sung or said.

Therefore we praise you joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord [Hymnal S-129]  Sanctus (10:00 a.m.) Robert Powell

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God [Hymnal S-163] _Agnus Dei (10:00 a.n.) Robert Powell

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion

Celebrant  This is Christ’s table of love and forgiveness. “The Bread of Life and the Cup of
Salvation’ provide food for our souls. All are welcome to draw near and share these
holy mysteries. Take Christ within your bodies and become the Body of Christ.

~ Everyone is Welcome at God’s Table ~

The Congregation is invited to join the Choir in singing the communion hymn.
Communion Hymn 343 (70:00 a.m.) Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless St. Agnes
Postcommunion Prayer BCP, p. 365

Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and



courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Announcements
Hymn 522 (70:00 a.».) Glorious things of thee are spoken Austria
Dismissal
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
Voluntary Postlude on “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” Charles Callahan (1951-2023)
Serving at Today’s Service

Celebrant and preacher The Rev. Michael J. Hodges

Organist and conductor Barbara A. Bruns

Musicians (10:00) Parish Choir

Lectors (8:00) Mike Smotrich (10:00) Kretcha Roldan

Eucharistic Ministers (8:00) Chris Wagner (10:00) Nancy Taber

Ushers (8:00) Mike Smotrich (10:00) Jon Vacik, Matt Calnan

Flowers Judy Wright

Altar Guild (8:00) Abigail Plemmons (10:00) Mark Plemmons

Verger Chris Wagner

Videographer Ross Morgan

Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense, License #A-734148. All rights reserved. Used with
permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. The collect, psalm, prayers of the people, peace, Eucharistic Prayer A (or
B, C, or D), service of Baptism, and dismissal taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.

Welcome to Christ Church!

We are delighted you have found us! We are blessed by your presence here today and want to do
everything possible to make you feel at home. In our celebration of Holy Communion, we believe
that everyone is welcome at God’s table. Our welcome extends to all people without preference for
age, ability, gender, race, ethnic or religious background, sexual orientation, marital or family status.
We desire to know ourselves and one another as God knows us - as beloved children of God - and to
embody Jesus’ own example of radical hospitality. If you have questions about this parish specifically,
or about the Episcopal Church in general, please ask someone seated near you. There is a lot of
wisdom in the helpful people in the pews. You may also talk with the Rev. Michael Hodges, our Rector.

&5 ] Everything we do here at Christ Church is dependent on the generosity of our
: parishioners and other donors. Please use this QR code to donate today! Our vestry
s greatly appreciates your support!

The Parish of Christ Church

www.christchurchandover.org



