
WE WELCOME OUR VISITORS WARMLY.   
At St James; 

 

• WE PROMISE to receive you in Christ’s name.   

We will honor the gifts you bring.   

       We will invite you into our common life, or wish you well if you choose 

another path. 

• WE PROMISE we won’t discourage your questions or insult your 

intelligence. 

• WE PROMISE to make the life of faith joyful. 

• WE PROMISE to nourish the hunger and hope for God that is    

                 in us all. 

 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost/Proper 18 

 September 6, 2026 

Rite I (8 AM) 
 

 

The Word of God 

 

Entrance Rite 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 323) 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be His Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY AND GREAT COMMANDMENTS 

 

THE KYRIE & GLORIA (BCP p. 324) 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:1-11 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Ezekiel. 

The word of the LORD came to me: O Mortal, speak to your people and say to them, If I bring 

the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take one of their number as their sentinel; and 

if the sentinel sees the sword coming upon the land and blows the trumpet and warns the people; 



then if any who hear the sound of the trumpet do not take warning, and the sword comes and 

takes them away, their blood shall be upon their own heads. They heard the sound of the trumpet 

and did not take warning; their blood shall be upon themselves. But if they had taken warning, 

they would have saved their lives. But if the sentinel sees the sword coming and does not blow 

the trumpet, so that the people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any of them, they 

are taken away in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at the sentinel's hand. 

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 

my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, "O wicked ones, you 

shall surely die," and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 

shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked 

to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 

iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: "Our transgressions and our 

sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?" Say to them, 

As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 

turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O 

house of Israel? 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 

Remain seated.  

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * 

and I shall keep it to the end. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 

I shall keep it with all my heart. 

Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 

for that is my desire. 

Incline my heart to your decrees * 

and not to unjust gain. 

Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 

give me life in your ways. 

Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 

which you make to those who fear you. 

Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 

because your judgments are good. 

Behold, I long for your commandments; * 

in your righteousness preserve my life.  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans. 



Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, 

weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate 

with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 

thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 

peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it 

is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." No, "if your enemies are hungry, 

feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap 

burning coals on their heads." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

  

Jesus said, "If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 

two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 

listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 

evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 

and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a 

tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 

about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 

are gathered in my name, I am there among them." 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

  

 

THE SERMON (BCP p. 326) 

 

THE CREED (BCP p. 326) 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 



of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 328) 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 330) 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your 

neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from 

henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble confession to 

Almighty God, devoutly kneeling. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Almighty God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

maker of all things, judge of all men: 



We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 

and wickedness, 

which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 

by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 

provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 

We do earnestly repent, 

and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 

the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 

the burden of them is intolerable. 

Have mercy upon us, 

have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and grant that we may ever hereafter 

serve and please thee in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of thy Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Priest stands and pronounces the absolution. 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 332) 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 333) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is meet and right so to do. 

  

 

SANCTUS (BCP p. 333) 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 336) 

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 



People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 337) 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS (BCP p. 337) 

The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up 

the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 

his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 339) 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 

holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that 

we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all 

faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly 

beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 

fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 

end. Amen. 

 



BLESSING (BCP p. 339) 

 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 340) 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


