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Imminent danger is a condition or practice that poses a threat of 
death or serious physical harm1234to an individual or a group of 
individuals. Imminent danger requires immediate intervention24to 
prevent or eliminate the danger, and cannot be resolved through 
normal procedures123. Imminent danger is often defined by laws or 
regulations that aim to protect workers, consumers, or the public from 
harm34.

In the context of domestic violence, imminent danger refers to a 
situation where an individual faces an immediate and serious threat to 
their safety or well-being. It signifies that harm or violence 
is immediately impending and requires urgent intervention. When 
someone is in imminent danger due to domestic violence, they may be 
at risk of physical harm, sexual assault, or psychological abuse. If you 
are a victim of any act of domestic violence or have reasonable cause 
to believe that you are in imminent danger, you can seek a protective 
order from the court to prohibit domestic violence1. It’s crucial to take 
such threats seriously and seek help promptly to ensure safety and 
prevent further harm. Remember that domestic violence can have 
severe consequences, impacting both physical and mental health, and 
it’s essential to address it effectively2. 
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