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ST. FAUSTINA PORTRAIT DONORS

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

Your tremendous support for the Alumni sponsoring of the St. Faustina painting in the NEW DIVINE MERCY SHRINE is very encouraging.
The following 79 Shrine Fund donors allowed us to raise $7695 and as a result are providing the $4000 we committed for the painting. The
remaining funds then went into our Rainy Day Fund for future elementary school, parish, or alumni needs as well as helping to cover Spire

newsletter costs.

ALSO — * there were 8 donors who provided $665 directly into Rainy Day Fund
AND — * 3 donors giving $200 to the School Literacy Fund.
THANK YOU ALL! YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!

$1000+
Florence (Karash) Nowocin ‘60
Norm *60 & Iris Pieschalski —
(Kickstarter—see page 3 story)

$500-999
Nicholas & Christine Yovanovic

$200-499
Paulette (Sledz) & Reed Brooks
*in memory of Caro/ fﬁhcs
Jim ‘60 & Betty Cackowski
Richard “Dick” Walker
n memory of Caro/ /’fincs

$100-199
Larry Bender
P. Blados CCC’73 & M. Gasparik
Dennis ‘61 & Chris ES’58 Deluga
Louise (Hemel) Ganley ‘61
Rita Golubski ‘48
Linda Golubski ‘66 & Jim Walkuski ‘62
Larry ‘61 & Joyce (Blake) ‘62 Guzy
Ron ES’49 & Wanda Halinski
Robert Hasinski ‘71
Donna (Roginski) Heid ‘61
Steve Hujarski ‘65
Louis Kleis ‘55
Judy (Konopinski) Kovats ‘61
Jan Juchnowski ‘69
Donna (Michalski) Lantos ‘66
Mary (Praszniewski) ‘61 & Joe Popelka
Carol (Koprowski) Orzech ‘61
Cynthia (Dobies) Preseren ‘68
Dorothy (Leszczynski) Serfilippi ES’44
Ed & Mary Ann Sklodowski ‘51
Bob ‘61 & Ingrid Sledz *in memory of
Caro/ /7'1'!155, 505’5 5/st‘cr
Sue Sledz *in memory of Carol [Hines
Diane (Karwoski) & Ed Slovenski ‘69
Mary Ann Stanky ‘61
Jan (Karash) Swift <58
Catherine E. Wolanski ‘56
Donald Wozniak ES 67
Diane (Waszewski) Yoblin 57

Below is a listing of all donors for the funds.

Elizabeth (Pajak) Allen ‘66
David Anderson ‘64
Tony Asher ‘61
Donna Bressan ‘66
Kevin Brody
Loretta Budzinski
*in memory achromc 48
Donna (Larca) ‘60 & Bob Burovac
*in memory of Caro/ /’f/ncs
Liz Citko ‘69
Mike & Anna Dechert ‘69
Frank Franz ‘55
Ron Gill ‘61
Dale & Linda Kast #/n memory of Carol [Hines
Ed Klasa ‘56
Laura Hudak & Nancy Koballa
*in memory of Caro/ /’f/ncs
Tom ‘60 & Alice ‘62 Kulwicki
Clare Larca *65 *in memory of Carol [fines
Linda (Lis) Misencik ES’60
Alan Mosinski ‘68
Anthony ‘63 & Jadzia 69 Prusinski
Jack ‘54 & Diane Toronski
* in memory of Carol [Hines
Camille (Boguski) Toman ‘62

$20-49

Donna Ciborowski *in memory of Carol Hines

Joe Feckanin
Mary Garapic ‘59
Carol Gazda ‘55
Rita Golubski ‘48
Andrew Guzy ‘59
Teri (Kowalski) Hanek ‘61
Donna (Roginski) Heid ‘61
*in memory of Caro/ /'7'/'ncs

Cynthia (Runo) Kirk ‘66
Alice Klafczynski ‘49
Ralph Konkowski ES’44
Ed Ksiezyk ES’56
Karyn (Karpowicz) Lee
John Malicki ‘51
Ron ‘59 & Barb Okleson
Ed Oleksiak
Suzanne Paschall
Larry Pizon *in memory of Caro/ /‘]'incs
Joyce (Ruminski) Purson
Dorothy (Kaliszewski) Rivellino ‘61
Jerome Rodek (friend)
Gerry (Tatalinski) Sajetowski ‘61
*in memory of Caro/ /’f/ncs
Roberta “Bobbie” Sovizral ‘56
Bob & Betty Tomkalski
*in memory of Cara/ /'7’/'/165
Linda (Stybel) Ziniewicz

RAINY DAY FUND
2020 Part 11

$100+ Star Performers

Jim & Betty Cackowski ‘61
Barbara (Chester) Dixon ‘58
Larry ‘61 & Joyce ‘62 Guzy
Chester Slabinski ‘60

$25-99 Benefactors
Terri Donahue
Alice Klafczynski ‘49
Eileen (Halter) Rini ‘58

LITERACY FUND —
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

$50+
Ron & Wanda Halinski ES’49
Clare Larca ‘65
Barbara Sledz
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Kickstarter donor identified:
Back in July 2020 when we started the St. Faustina Portrait fund raising drive, there was an “ANONYMOUS, ART
LOVING, ALUMNUS” who offered a $1000 challenge to match your donations in an effort to help reach our $4000

goal.
WHO WAS THIS PERSON?

Well—-it was Norm Pieschalski ‘60! He is an active Alumni committee member with a love for St. Stanislaus parish &
schools ingrained in his soul. He attended the schools, was an altar server, HS 5/0:%:: column writer, athlete, and later
became a teacher & coach at the high school -AND- was there in ‘69-70 School year when Cleveland Central Catholic
HS was started.

Norm’s art loving skills are greatly influenced by his charming wife Iris, who is a retired nurse and a very gifted

watercolor artist.
THANK YOU NORM for the great “KICKSTART”!

UPDATE OF: NEW DIVINE MERCY SHRINE

At the time of our July newsletter, the status was at a “stand still” because we were waiting for the three paintings to be finished.
Today we are six months later, and we are still at the same point.

The official Czestochowa artist- Mariusz Gradman has been working on the project. When he is finished with the three large oil
paintings, he will personally (with his wife) bring them to Cleveland. Travel will be after the corona-19 vaccine is developed and they can
safely travel out of Poland.

The paintings will be rolled into travel cylinder for transport. Once arriving at St. Stan’s — he will stretch the artwork onto their
wooded mounting frames. Then over a period of several weeks the pictures will be installed into the shrine at which point the remaining wood
carvings will be added and the lighting completed.

Thanks to your generosity we can look forward to seeing “our” St. Faustina portrait which will have familiar Cleveland theme images
in the portrait background.

The St. John Paul II portrait will contain background images of St Stan’s parish representing a personalized connection to his actual
visits here. The third and largest image of Divine Mercy will be mounted in the Center location of the shrine.

At this time, it is VERY DOUBTFUL that the entire project will be completed by Divine Mercy Sunday (one week after Easter) which is on
April 11, 2021, more likely it would be finished by 2022.

In the meantime, we can still visit, pray, & reflect at the shrine when we come to church AND visualize how the completed project

will look when the parish celebrates its 150th year anniversary in 2023.

ADDENDUM
To refresh your understanding of the history of Divine Mercy Image, St. Faustina, St. Peregrine, and Sr. Estelle— go to the parish web site
www.ststanislaus.org and select the July 2020 Spire under Alumni newsletters pages 1-3.

From Spire Editor: Bob Sledz Early in that school year 7e Spire had an election

survey open to all students. The Kennedy-Johnson
As I’m writing it is Thanksgiving time and we are in the midst of the team soundly defeated the Nixon-Lodge ticket.
3" wave of the COVID-19 Virus wearing our face masks, keeping The Spire reported that Kenned* s “New Frontier”,
our distance and ‘laying-low” as we cautiously prepare for his offering of sacrifice and his Catholicity were a
Chrigtmas, as well as future activities. And Praying for an effective major reason for voting him into the presidency. I
vaccme. | also remember that someone put a Nixon bumper-

sticker on Sister Carmella's lectern podium! There
was turmoil for a day in our homeroom, until a
matching Kennedy sign was brought in the next
day. Balancing the classroom atmosphere was
only fair.

Lately there has been plenty of time to look back on all that has
changed in the past year AND beyond. The wonderful September
2019 opening ceremony to celebrate 50 years since the founding of
Cleveland Central Catholic High School was a magical event. Then
another Annual October weekend with the Parish Polish Festival and
that was soon followed in November by our ‘First Alumni Harvest
Pork Chop Dinner’. Such wonderful opportunities to help, do good,

But most of all I remember 7e Spire article about
Mary Praszniewski, the survey and the local Democrats inviting

visit, and celebrate. We all were looking forward to a brighter future. asst,jtgg,: ;?:3gh5:iaks Senator John Kennedy to speak. The timing and
Then as 2020 was starting, a worldwide COVID-19 pandemic Kennedy during his photo angle was perfect for classmate and Spire
consumed our lives. EVERYTHING HAS SLOWED DOWN - Cleveland stopover. reporter Mary Praszniewski at the JFK Parade

From The Spire Friday,

but, we still have much to be thankful for. October 7, 1960,

downtown. They both looked great in what looks
like an interview. We were happy for Mary! What

Thank goodness the presidential election for 2020 is over! As I .
a great picture!

reflect on previous elections over the years, I am reminded of
November 1960. That was 15 presidential elections ago and I was a And we were optimistic about the future after JFK
senior at Saint Stanislaus high school. was elected President.

Kind of like today.
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2020 Virtual Polish Festival

Normally and historically the annual St. Stanislaus Polish Festival is
held during the first weekend of October. This event has always been
amajor fundraiser for the parish and requires a dedicated commitment
by workers and volunteers. (2019 the total profit was just over
$56,700) This year because of Covid-19 and the pandemic, there was
an October VIRTUAL Festival.

This smaller scale event was possible because of MANY of the usual
workers such as — Fr. Eric, David Krakowski, the ENTIRE
Sklodowski Family, Larry Bender, Donna Ciborowski, Ron Zeszut,
Grace Hryniewicz, Alex Harnocz, Mike Leahy, Eva Kozlowski, Dan
Michelich & daughters, Larry Mielczarek, Frank Krajewski, and Jane

Bielawski to highlight a few.

*+% HOWEVER ***
There are TWO alumni we want to call to your attention and hear their stories:
DENISE SCHULTZ - ES ‘82, CCC ’86 Festival Coordinator and
ROB JAGELEWSKI - ES ’67, CCC 71 Parish Historian.

Denise Schultz’s story in her own words....

“Carrying on a 30+ year tradition of the Polish Festival in a normal year is a daunting task. Attempting it in the year of a respiratory
type pandemic may seem foolhardy. Yet, our goals are simple. One, increase fellowship among parishioners and within the community.
Two, raise money for the church. In this year of the pandemic with the help of an amazing group of volunteers, some creativity, and lots of
prayers to St. Rocco, we achieved our goals and more!

“In any given year of a normal Festival, we start planning in February, advertising by Easter, and fill more than 300 volunteer
positions for the weekend. This year we started in August, only advertised on Facebook and by word of mouth, and carried it out with less
than 100 volunteers. Our amazing group of volunteers were determined to serve the most important and popular menu items and do it well;
be flexible and figure out a drive thru delivery system-sometimes on the fly and in the midst of chaos; and generate a can-do attitude that
gives us hope and a blueprint for future Festivals.

“This was the year we reinvented the wheel. Throwing out the traditional concept of our beloved Polish Festival, we focused on
a “Virtual Polish Festival” experience. We offered pre-orders for the first time ever. Czarnina and Kolachki were surprisingly popular. We
pre-recorded a polka band and posted it to YouTube. This was perfect entertainment while eating the new Baxter and Forman platters. And
we offered our traditional raffle tickets along with an online auction that replaced Basket booths, 50/50 raffles and instants. We had all the
elements of “Polish Festival” just with a 21st century spin.

“As a faith community, our actions often speak louder than our words. This year we said a lot of words in the form of prayers to
St. Rocco. We may be Polish, and St. Rocco is Italian, but our ancestors showed us in 1918 that prayer can get you through anything- even
a pandemic year Virtual Polish Festival! We did it!

Rob Jagelewski Church historian

Usually during the regular festivals, Rob would conduct small group church tours at set times during the weekends. He would
weave the history of the parish, interesting stories, and point out many features in the Shrine Church. You ALWAYS learned
something from Rob’s tours. This year you can have a Virtual tour— go to the parish web site (www.ststanislaus.org) and
click on the 5-minute 2020 Parish History Tour Video. Look for new tours at this location in the future.
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St. Stanislaus Elementary

School Corner
Deborah Ann Martin, Principal

Being a fierce advocate for the safety of our students, we monitor the housing situation on Forman very carefully. The big blue
house, right across the street from the school, finally came down right after school started this year. The dialogue I had with
parishioners regarding the sadness of that now vacant lot made me pause.

Such stories that big blue house could tell. The last time I was in it, there
were tin ceilings that held memories of many families who gathered in the
living room. The upper floors had wear marks from hundreds of years of
little feet sliding on the hardwood floors. But before the big blue house held
families, it held something more precious: the church and school of Saint
Stanislaus.

Here is what history I could dig up: 4 plain frame, 35 ft (11 m) by 86 ft

(26 m), building was erected. The upper story served as a temporary
church, and the lower story as a school. The building cost $4,600. It was
dedicated to St. Stanislaus of Szczepanow by Bishop Gilmour, on Sunday,
November 13, 1881.

1881 church/school
building
Eventually divided
in half and moved
to two lots on
Forman

Nov 3, 1907
new Elementary
Construction site

Now that space continues to serve the students of Saint Stanislaus as the
Fifth Grade and I planted bulbs under the new trees. We look forward to
the Spring when tulips will bloom along with hope for another faith-filled
year of serving the Saint Stanislaus community.

Half of Old School prior to demolition

6524 Forman View after demolition View after demolition

Note from the Alumni & Friends:

Congratulations to Mrs. Martin and her dedicated staff during these
troubling times. They have created a safe, disciplined, and valuable
learning experience for all under their care.

Students are being educated in Christian values and as a result a
Historical Legacy School continues.
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Cleveland Central Catholic updates: Leo Hyland, President

Here at Cleveland Central Catholic, this year was both disappointing and yet inspiring. Disappointing, certainly, for our graduating
seniors. The Class of 2020 was denied those rights of passage that make for lifelong, cherished memories — Senior prom, Honors Assembly,
Baccalaureate Mass, and Commencement. Despite the circumstances, CCC continued its excellent tradition of graduating our seniors, as we
saluted the 129 (of 130 — 99.2%) seniors who achieved this goal. Bravo to them!

We are, of course, grateful to all who helped, supported, and encouraged these young people to work hard and to pursue their
dreams. We thank their families, who entrust their precious teenagers into our care and the ministry of Catholic education. We praise our
faculty and staff, who work tirelessly with these students, to help nurture their faith formation and guide them through these turbulent
times. And we express our gratitude for our partners, benefactors, board members, volunteers, and friends, who consistently provide the time,
energy, resources, experience, and wisdom we need to succeed.

Yes, Catholic education is alive and well on our shared campus! Working together, we are serving over 710 students each
year. Imagine the positive impact our schools are having on these students, families, and our broader community. Simultaneously, we are
preparing our campus to be a more attractive, welcoming, safer, and more secure place for us all. This will surely benefit our students, but it
will also make our campus a community asset to share with others.

Thanks to our collaboration with St. Stanislaus Parish and School, we have embarked on several improvements that are focused on
the Social Center building. To date, we have completed these items:

v Main restrooms, hallway and cafeteria floors and walls scrubbed and sealed v New bleachers installed on both sides

v New LED lighting in gym, lobby, hallway, and main floor restrooms v New sound system replaced old one

v New stalls in both main floor restrooms (including ADA stall in each) V' Leaking plumbing repaired

vV Electric hand dryers installed in both main floor restrooms v New sign installed on Social Center fagade

Also, in coordination with
the City of Cleveland,
Baxter Ave. has been
repaved and restriped. The
City also replaced several
lights at Stefanski Stadium,
with superior LED
lighting, which our
students will appreciate as
they make their way back
to campus.

»

“The Desperados
Wild Bill, Annette —
our Indian Princess
Victor & Chester —
the “The Hangmen”

Bill Dix: Neighborhood Tales of the Old West
Part One — “The Hangmen”

When my friend’s families and our first television set arrived, early 50s, it seemed as though all that was shown were cowboy
movies from the 1930s and 1940s. The stars were: Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, Tim Tylee, Tom Mix, Richard Dix (no kin), Hoot
Gibson, Range Rider, Bob Steele, Hopalong Cassidy, Lone Ranger, Tonto, and the Cisco Kid with Poncho. We often re-created
movie scenes all over the neighborhood.

Most of us had cowboy hats, kerchiefs, lassos (clothesline pieces), cap pistols, holsters, and horses (bikes).

One part of a movie scene stands out in my memory. | recall being led down East 59, with a noose around my neck, by Chester
and Victor Slabinski. How and why this happened, | have no idea. Perhaps from watching the Oxbow incident?? Anyway, in front
of my house, we were confronted by my father who was trimming our hedges. When he saw what was happening, he yelled at
Victor and Chester to remove the noose or he would snip off their ears! They did and they ran home. In later years, my father
often talked of the incident, always ending with “those two boys just ain’t right!”

| talked with Victor, God rest his soul, in Virginia last year. He said he vaguely remembered

the incident and then laughed a great deal. | spoke with Chester last month in Connecticut
. That and he “categorically denied” any knowledge of it. Apparently even brilliant scientists and
Famous  inyentors have their “Inconvenient Truth.”

Polish
Cowboy” | P.S.—Don’t worry, | forgive you. However, | still have those hedge clippers! Just saying...
DGet?e Part Two— “The Stage Coach” ... Coming next addition.
oore

All previous boy & girl ‘Cowhands’, send your best picture in your outfit to B. Sled for next issue!!
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Tough Times During the Pandemic

Friend and classmate Joe Lasinis has always been an integral part of the class of ‘61 reunions, memory books, and
email communications. Joe grew up on East 54 St and went to St Stan’s thru most of elementary & high school. This
year while we all dealt with the coronavirus pandemic — Joe’s Family also stressed about a beloved family treasure
in the Sierra Nevada Mountains AND the health and safety of his firefighting grandson Jordan.

Here is Joe’s story in his own words:

| was the senior sales rep for Xerox Corp in the Cleveland area in the late 60’s and then... In the Spring of 1969, | requested and received
a job transfer to Fresno, CA, my wife Patty’s hometown. There were basically 3 reasons for the move: first, to allow Patty to be closer to
her family; second, to be within a 2 hour drive of Yosemite National Park (where Patty and | first met 6 years earlier); and third, to be less
than an hour’s drive from Shaver Lake and the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Patty’s folks shared a cabin they built with 2 other couples in the
small vacation community of Shaver Lake, and we (including our 4 children) enjoyed weekends there. When the three couples put the
cabin up for sale, | tried to find a way to buy it, but could not afford to do so. For the next 14 years, we looked for a cabin we could afford,
while camping in the ‘Shaver’ campgrounds.

Finally, in 1991, we found a cabin that was built in the ‘40’s that we bought. We spent the next 28
years lovingly updating everything ... electrical and plumbing all had to be replaced, as well as most
of the interior and exterior walls and interior flooring and ceilings. We basically rebuilt every part _
of the cabin! Eventually, we made less and less trips to Shaver because LIFE kept getting in the way! : : oA .
Sadly, the taxes, insurance, utilities, homeowner’s fees, etc. never stopped, so we decided to sell ‘ /_[“ -l
in 2019. All of our children had such great memories, even as adults with their children, that our . L
oldest child and her contractor husband made us an offer that not only was acceptable but kept :
the cabin in the family! It was a classic “win-win”!!!

Sadly, less than a year later (on September 4%, 2020), the Sierra Nevada mountains exploded in flames!
The largest single forest fire in California history erupted less than 12 miles from Shaver Lake! Known as
the “Big Creek” fire, as of this writing in late November 2020, the fire is only 78% contained and has
destroyed almost 1,000 structures and 380,000 acres of forest (for a perspective, Cuyahoga County is
about 293,000 acres)! Additionally, we have experienced the worst air quality in memory!

Side note: about 5 years earlier, the Association that governs our village placed a fire hydrant on our
property, less than 30 feet from our cabin. | was livid about that, mostly because it cut down on the

: . S parking spaces available, which are at a premium at each cabin. As it turned out, that fire hydrant
Ironically, this cabin was became the base location of 5 fire trucks and all the firefighters that were based in Shaver! “Our” cabin

only about 300 yards away was probably the safest structure in the community and would probably be the LAST to burn!!!
from Joes cabin and the fire

jumped to destroy it.

<

Second side note: My daughter and her husband have 3 children ... their family has been enjoying the cabin
ever since the sale occurred, as well as 20+ years before. They have spent the first 10 months of their ownership
doing what Patty and | did when we first bought the cabin — redecorating and improving everything. Only one
member of the family, a son named Jordan, has not been available to spend much time at the cabin ... he, as a
California fire-fighter has been “on the fire line” of many of the ongoing fires in the State. In fact, he was
scheduled to transfer to the “Big Creek” fire from one he was fighting in Northern California, as soon as that
one was contained ... which means he would be basically based on the front porch of “our” cabin - he would
be protecting the cabin owned by his own family! Unfortunately, a new fire erupted in the north and he was
reassigned to that one.

As of today, it appears that Shaver Lake will be spared from the “Big Creek” fire’s destruction. As it turns out,

memories of 2020 will be, at best, mixed. Although we ALL have much to despise about this year, please know Joe & Patty with
that the forest management that took place over many years in the Shaver Lake area, and was lacking in most Jordan at his
other areas of California, is a testimonial to common sense and foresight. We can only hope the caretakers of graduation.

the State’s forests learn from this tragedy!
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IN MEMORIAM

The St. Stanislaus Alumni & Friends extends its condolences to the families and friends of the following
recently departed and pray the Lord will welcome them into everlasting life.

Mary Ann (Curtis) Fetchik (age 74) ‘64 Curtis Bassett (64)
Dolores (Macek) Dobransky (86) ‘52 Joanne (Rogalski) Black (85) ES’49, HS’53
Jerry Lubinski (78) ‘59 Kenneth (formerly- Mikolajczyk) Mikol (85)
Beverly Walters (77) Thomas Fasko (62)
- wite of JTom Wa./tcrs 'y ~ husband of, A//ison ka&zynshj and
Ray Tegowski (92) ES ‘41 ~son in law ofA/ice @cdnarslél)/(/afcz_ynsb +9
Victor Slabinski (81) ‘57 Carol Hines (83)
Ron Bartek -sister of Pob & /ngn'a’,_‘S/ca’z 671
Richard Drinski (84) ‘55 Janice Kruskowski ‘56
Jerome Szemplak (84) Giles “Ziggy” Fisher- best friend of Tom Jasinski ‘65
~brother of _Jim Szemplak 61 Virginia (Maciejewski) Krolikowski
Michael R. Jones (62) ~ wife ofKa‘g Krolikowski 47
Harold Hissam (87) Tom Polomsky (80)
Elaine (Kuczmarsk.i) J edr;ej ek (82) ‘56 ~ husband ofJua’y @c/ﬂ, festival suPporfcrs
Andrew “Andy” Fijalkovich (76) “62 Katherine “Kae” (Edwards) Turbett ‘62

husband of Jucly (Stadnit) €& and Virginia Luty (87) - aka Folish Peddler
-brother of Frank 63 & _John 65 Cliff Nowak (77) 61

Eleanore Ganley (82) ‘56 Frank Kubat ‘49

To inform the Alumni about the death of a member of the Alumni & Friends family please contact either:
Rita Golubski or Donna Heid
216-341-0881 dheid1961@gmail.com

Thank You Suzie and Larry Upcoming events:
Hovater for being there for

the Slavic Village EVERYTHING ? ???

Community and the St. . .
Stanislaus Alumni. Parish & Alumni Events are all on HOLD

What we have done 1in 2020...

$200 for Elementary School supplementary PPE Products.
$200 for Supplementary Literacy Assistance Books.
$4000 for St. Faustina Portrait.
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