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Event Debrief

Event Summary 

Facing North 2023 was a collaborative arrangement between

the Darwin Major Business Group and the NT Government to

showcase the Territory as a diverse economy with real

opportunities and to further cement the position of the

Territory as vital to Australia’s resilience, growth and

prosperity. 

The initiative provided a unique opportunity for NT

businesses and industry representatives to meet with Federal

Parliamentarians and key government and industry decision

makers to forge key relationships for the future business and

economic benefit of the Territory. 

Project Management

Darwin Major Business Group / NT Government Working

group 

Avril Baynes, General Manager, Mindil Beach Casino Resort 

Michael Sitzler, Director, Sitzler 

Peter Savoff, General Manager, Darwin Convention Centre 

Polly Lamond, Centre Manager, Sentinel Property Group 

Shaun Drabsch, Chief Executive Officer, DITT 

Wendy Pritchard, Executive Director Strategic

Engagement, DITT 

Stephanie Lutzke, Event Development Lead, DITT 

Jill Morris, Director Programs and Partnerships, DITT 

Luis Da Rocha, General Manager Strategy and Policy, DITT 

Mez Korbetis, Executive Director Strategic Engagement,

DITT 

Marijana Tadic, Agentur  

Britta Decker, Agentur 

Canberra Based Professional Conference Organiser 

Damsel and Sprout



Events & Program

Facing North Pre-Departure Business and Industry Briefing

Tuesday 18 July 2023, 4:30pm - 6pm 

Northern Australia Development Office, Development House, 76 the

Esplanade Darwin

A valuable pre-departure business and industry briefing was held with

presentations by:

The Honourable Nicole Manison MLA 

Scott Lovett, A/ Chief Executive Officer, Department of Industry,

Tourism and Trade 

Avril Baynes, Chair, Darwin Major Business Group 

Anya Lorimer, Campaign Edge Sprout 

Mez Korbetis, A/Executive Director Strategic Engagement, DITT 
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Facing North Forum

Wednesday, 2 August 2023

Theatrette, Parliament House 9am - 3pm

A plenary program with facilitated panel discussions and presentations to

provide an overview of the Territory's strategic, economic, commercial

and cultural capabilities. The four plenary presentations topics included: 

Facing North for a cleaner energy future. 

Facing North to the forefront of Australia's national resilience. 

Facing North for commercial prosperity. 

Facing North to Australia's cultural heart. 

Events & Program
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Wednesday, 2 August 2023

The Great Hall, Parliament House

Hosted by Northern Territory Federal Parliamentarians together with Hon

Natasha Fyles MLA, Chief Minister of the Northern Territory, and Avril

Baynes, Chair, Darwin Major Business Group 

An evening showcase of the very best of the Northern Territory, featuring

Territory industry, produce and talent, with a unique Territory inspired

menu. Over 350 guests included Federal and NT Parliamentarians, senior

members of the Federal and NT governments and senior business and

industry leaders. 

A wonderful Welcome to Country was provided by Aunty Jude Barlow. 

The Chair of the Darwin Major Business Group, Avril Baynes addressed

guests in her opening speech which was followed by the addresses from: 

Chief Minister of the Northern Territory, the Hon. Natasha Fyles MLA 

Prime Minister, the Hon. Anthony Albanese MP  

Leader of the Opposition, the Hon Peter Dutton  

Mr Luke Gosling, OAM, MP, Member for Solomon 
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The evening was designed to showcase Darwin and the 

Territory as a sophisticated, professional, modern and 

diverse economy.  

19 Exhibitors showcased their NT products and and 

services at the Showcase. 

The Exhibition display was coordinated with a uniformed 

display concept featuring the signature artwork.

The following Organisations and Companies exhibited:

Dept. of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics

Dept. of Industry, Tourism and Trade 4DBaru

Dept. of the Chief Minister and Cabinet National 

Aboriginal Art Gallery

Northern Hub

Ventia

Darwin Festival

Centrefarm / ALEDA

Office of Northern Australia

Core Lithium

National Critical Care and Trauma Response Centre

CareFlight

INPEX

Sitzler Pty Ltd

APPEA

Santos

Charles Darwin University

NTBIN

Kungka's Can Cook

Kakadu Kitchen 12
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Territory hospitality was at the forefront of the evening, as was the NT

sense of humour. 

Guests were greeted on arrival by two giant, sequinned, high-heeled

performing crocodiles who set the tone for an evening of surprising and

unique offerings. 

Guests entered the Great Hall through an extraordinary light and sound

installation from Parrtjima  (https://parrtjimaaustralia.com.au/) from

Central Australia where they found themselves emersed in the colours,

sounds and spirit of the NT. 

Events & Program

https://parrtjimaaustralia.com.au/


Events & Program

A Native Culinary Journey from

the Centre to the Top End

featured a canape menu using

ingredients unique to the Nothern

Territory, prepared by the

Territories finest proponents of

bush food – Kakadu Kitchen

(representing the north) and

Kungkas Can Cook (representing

the centre). 

Canapes were served from an

attractive display, featuring the

tropical greenery of the north and

the many indigenous bush food

ingredients that are native to the

Territory. 

Menu

Kangaroo Fillet glazed with wattleseed

balsamic Kutjere (bush tomato)

chutney saltbush chips 

Mini Saltbush Koftas Native Basil

Tzatziki 

Paperbark Smoked Buffalo 

Barra Mango Curry Balls 

Pearl Meat Skewers 

Anantye Bush Potato Macadamia

Cream, Rosella Jus, Native lemon grass 

Additional vegetarian item 

Water Lily Salad 

Mini Quandong Tarts with wattle

mascarpone whip

Green Ant, Kakadu Plum, Choc Dipped

Strawberry and Cream 
14



Events & Program

Beverages equally featured products unique to the Northern Territory.

There were cocktails designed specifically for the evening and showcasing

locally distilled gin, an alcoholic lemonade, territory brewed beers and

non-alcoholic cocktails featuring Indigenous ingredients. 

Drinks were served from the Darwin Festival Bar, its colourful façade

contributing to a sense of fun and informality on the night. 

Serving staff were provided by Saltbush Social Enterprises (Saltbush), a

not-for-profit organisation that believes that a person with a job is a

person with a future. Saltbush tailors flexible services in local indigenous

communities with a ‘boots on the ground’ philosophy to deliver local

solutions to local Indigenous challenges in the NT. 
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Darwin Aboriginal Art Fair

Foundation was represented

by much lauded NT fashion

designer Paul McCann whose

extravagantly glamourous

gowns drew much

admiration from the fashion-

conscious Canberra

audience. 

Guests at Facing North were treated to a haunting blend of ancient

Aboriginal and contemporary music with a performance by Ngulmiya

Nundhirribala, from Numbulwar in Arnhem Land. Ngulmiya performed work

from his self-titled album with his son Nayurryurr and two other

Territorians, double bass player Anthony Gray and violinist Emma Williams. 

The senior ceremony man, who has been performing for more than 20

years, is in demand around the world.  
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Master of Ceremonies - Dan Bourchier

Both the Forum and the Showcase 

were MC’ed by Territory born 

journalist and television presenter

Dan Bourchier. Dan is best known for 

his work at the Australian

Broadcasting Corporation and Sky 

News Australia. He is currently

leading the ABC coverage of the

Voice to Parliament as ABC 

Referendum/Voice Correspondent,

and hosting ABCs The Drum.  

Post-Event Networking Function

Wednesday 2 August 2023 9pm - 11pm 

Ostani Bar

Following the Great Hall Reception and Showcase, attendees continued to

connect and network with delegates in an informal setting  
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Registrations

Registration Statistics

337

66
FEDERAL SENATORS

/ MEMBERS

TOTAL REGISTRANTS

61
FULL DELEGATES 
COMPLIMENTARY

32
EXHBITORS

3
FORUM ONLY

14
GREAT HALL

RECEPTION AND
SHOWCASE ONLY

26
INVITED

DELEGATES

11
SPEAKERS

124
FULL DELEGATES 
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Highlights

63%
of registrations were 
representatives from the 
Northern Territory

54%
of registrants had not 
previously attended a 
Facing North

64%
of registrations were from
corporate, industry or non-
government organisations
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The top three things registrants said they hoped to 

achieve by attending were: 

1. Demonstrate Support for the NT

2. Further Develop Existing Relationships

3. Connect with National Decision Makers 

Highlights


