COME REST IN HIS PRESENCE

An Evening for Married Couples
Saturday, September 19, 7 pm
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24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Today is the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The

MATTHEWAS2] If you are interested in registering as a member, please go to E 1' 2 E

readings can be found in the music handouts or in the

St. Augustine Hymnal on page 930. The Order of the Mass /
can be found on page 7; Mass prayers are on the last page of
the hymnal.

We invite you to make St. Mark your parish home!

Thank you for being a part of our parish, either as a visitor or a long-time
parishioner. We are thankful that you are here and welcome you back
anytime for Mass, prayer in our Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel or
any of our programs.

At St. Mark, we believe we are all called as one by Christ to embrace the
spirit of stewardship and engagement to Grow in Christ, Serve One Another,
Share Our Gifts and Connect in Faith. This mission is our quest for holiness.
It is by our intentional discipleship that each of us become stewards of the
gifts God has given us and to share them with others. Our time, our talent
and our treasure are given to us by God to share with others by spreading
the Gospel and building His kingdom.

stmarknc.org/registration or use the QR code. You may
submit the form online or bring a paper copy to the Welcome |
Desk during business hours, including Sunday 8:30 am-
12:15 pm. Forms can be found in the narthex. Please know,
you do not need to be Catholic to join and come to our parish.

Please join us in the
Prayer to St. Michael
after the Final Blessing.
Please do not leave
the church until
after the priests,
deacons, and
servers have exited
the church. Thank
you.

S aint Michacl, the
Archangel, defend

us in battle. Be our
protection against the
wickedness and snares
of the Devil. May God
rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do
Thou, O Prince of the
Heavenly Host, by the
Power of God, cast
into hell, Satan and all
the evil spirits, who
prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

Guidelines for Communion For Catholics

1. To be in a state of grace, that is to say, to be free of any unconfessed mortal sin—this includes, if
married, being married in a way recognized by the Catholic Church.

2. To abstain for at least one hour before Holy Communion from any food and drink, with the
exception of water and medicine.

3. To know what you are receiving and to approach the altar with devotion.
4. You may receive Holy Communion standing or kneeling.
5. Please consume the Eucharist in front of the minister of Holy Communion, before walking away.

For Non-Catholics: We welcome you to Holy Mass and are glad you are here. Please feel free to
participate by singing, standing, kneeling, etc. However, the reception of Holy Communion is reserved
for Catholics in a state of grace. At the time of Communion, please feel free to come forward with your
arms crossed over your chest for a blessing or to remain in your pew. See page 1302 in the hymnal
for information.

Thank you for
generously ‘

sharing your
e ot DID YOU KNOW THAT
D YOU CAN GIVE YOUR 4
' OFFERTORY ONLINE? |

Planned
Proportionate
Intentional
Consistent

sign up at stmarknc.org/online-giving
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FROM THE PASTOR

Today's readings
invite us to
examine the state
of our hearts —
our thoughts,
attitudes, and
emotions. In our
First Reading
from Sirach, we
hear about the
destructive power
of anger: "Could anyone nourish anger
against another and expect healing from
the Lord?"

All of us have been hurt by others at
some point, some more deeply than
others. While our emotions are gifts from
God, we are called to steward them well
rather than allowing them to control us.
How do we do that? Sirach gives us the
answer: "Remember your last days, set
enmity aside... Remember the Most
High's covenant and overlook faults."
Instead of dwelling on past hurts, we
choose gratitude. We remember God's
countless blessings, His unfailing mercy,
and His faithful love, placing our trust in
Him.

In today's Gospel, Jesus reminds us of
who we are before God through the
parable of the unforgiving servant. A king
forgives a debt so enormous it could
never be repaid, yet the servant refuses
to extend that same mercy to someone
else.

The story should sound familiar. God has
given us life, forgiven our sins through
His Son, and opened the way to eternal
life. We could never repay such a gift.
The only fitting response is to offer Him
our whole lives and to extend the same
mercy and forgiveness He has shown to
us.

That is the freedom and joy found in the

stewardship way of life. ©Catholic
Stewardship Consultants, 2026
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Pastoral Pondering - | have been listening to a few podcasts about holiness in daily life
and most recently about the virtues and life of G.K. Chesterton. We keep the saints in
stained glass and on the calendar, which is good. It is also a way of keeping them at a
safe distance. We remember Francis with the birds, Thérése with the roses, and the
martyrs with their palms, and we quietly conclude that holiness is a specialist’s job. It
belongs to people who lived long ago, or far away, or under circumstances that will
never be ours.

Chesterton is a useful corrective, not because the Church has declared him a saint —
she has not — but because he refused that distance. He was a married journalist. He
wrote against deadlines. He argued in public, laughed in public, and went to Mass. He
was large, rumpled, and fond of the ordinary gifts of creation. When people began to
speak of him as holy, the surprise was part of the point. He did not look like our idea of
a saint. He looked like a man who had a job.

That was not an accident. Chesterton once wrote that he knew of no reason, in heaven
or on earth, why a barmaid should not one day be canonized. The question, he said, is
not her trade. The question is with what motive and in what spirit she minds the bar. He
was not being cute. He was stating Catholic doctrine. Baptism is the ordinary door to
holiness. Most of the saints the Church will ever know will never have a feast day. They
will have been mothers, mechanics, nurses, teachers, cashiers, and men who came
home tired and still chose to be gentle.

The danger in admiring Chesterton is that we make him the stained glass: the clever
convert, the man of

paradoxes, the exception. e

He would have hated that.
His whole vision was that
grace does not wait for an
extraordinary résumé. It
waits for consent. The
childlike wonder he never
outgrew, the refusal to
despise an opponent, the
habit of gratitude, the sense
that the world is gift and not
raw material — these are not
literary devices. They are the
shape of a soul that has
begun to see as God sees.

So the invitation this week is not to start a petition. It is to look around.

Look at the couple who still arrive early and sit where they have sat for thirty years. Look
at the grandmother who brings two children who are not her own. Look at the usher who
knows the name of the stranger. Look at the man who goes to confession on Saturday
afternoon when no one is watching. Look at the young mother who is exhausted and still
sings. Look at the parishioner who quietly pays a bill for someone else and does not
need the story told. Look at the person who has every reason to be bitter and is not.

That is not sentiment. That is how the Church actually grows saints. Heroic virtue rarely
announces itself. It looks like fidelity on a Tuesday. It looks like a father who is present.
It looks like a woman who will not let illness make her cruel. It looks like someone who
forgives the same offense more than once. It looks like the person beside you who has
carried a cross you know nothing about and has not dropped the faith.

Chesterton helps us because he makes holiness recognizable again. If God can sanctify
a Fleet Street journalist, He can sanctify the life you are already living, and the lives you
brush against in this church and in this town. The extraordinary thing is not the
biography. The extraordinary thing is charity that does not quit.

Ask for the grace to notice it. When you see it, do not keep the secret. Thank the person.
Imitate what you can. And remember that the Communion of Saints is not only a list of
the officially recognized. It is also the hidden holiness already at work among us, waiting

for eyes that have learned how to see.
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Please Pray For...

To submit a prayer request, visit: stmarknc.org/prayerchain

I
MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, September 13
7:30 am T Richard B. Smith

Tom Addison Charlie Donovan Farnejad Family Sarah Obermiller e
Julie Andrews Jane & William Dennis Koenig Louise Painter ifm T Eatr!c:fcngers%
Donald Arrup Dragoon Jackie Kopicki Donna Paniagua am T Patrick McDonal
Maryann Bahret James P. Durcan Aubrey Lamb Fernando Paverpai 1pm T Esperanza Rodriguez
Lizzy Balzer Joanne Errick Craig Leiker Jack Parley 4:30 pm 1 Robert Tremblay
Daisy Bayona Jack Evans Carolina Liendo Doug Peterson 5pm St. Mark Parishioners
Deidre Beck Charles Fillipo Marie Ligon Nicole & Bruce Monday, September 14
Barbara Benner Al Fischlein Peter R. Loew Preiss 7 am T Johnny Ocampo Hernandez
Richard Biddy Padraic Foley Kitty Long Angela & Gianni 9am + Thuc-Cuong-To-Van-Hang-Dau
Brian Blatchford &  Alan Friedl & Family = Wilfredo Lostaunau  Piraino Tuesday, September 15
Family Tom Fox David Luongo Johnathan Rametta 7 o, + Roland Luze
Virginia “Gini” Bond  April Gallo Margaret Lynch Joette Reid 9am + Patricia Anderson
Kathy Brandt Valeria Gerbasi Utelia Malwitz Lindsay Remington Wednesdav. September 16
Dave Breen Daniel Gilbridge Tom & Colette Butch Remesch ednesday, september
Lynne Bridges Denny & Monica Manente Natalie Roberts 7am 1 Rafelina Crisostomo

T Santos Siao & Margarita Moral
6:30 pm T Carolyn Cancarano
1 Marilyn Hayes

Golden
Corbin Golightly
Tom Goodwin

Sharon Marshall
Melissa McDonald
Cathy Milligan

Carman Butler
Helen Sally Buff
Carmen Cabranes

Thomas Rynne
Jack Schneider
Phyllis Searles

Anne Caestecker Lucas Graf Terry Milstead Mark Shields Thursday, September 17
Anthony Cain Paige Grieshop Lucille Modica Todd Singh 7 am Joseph Cruz
Michelle Chicoine Rachel Grieshop Linda Morella Bill Sirnack 9am Mary's Women of Joy
Rod Clair Helen Haddad Mary Morgan Robert Somerville ;
Jim Clark Victoria Hart Haleigh Moss Betsy Spartz ;rgir?]y, Se;?el\ﬂn;t:;rf(ﬁephme & Catherine
Beth Collins Fran Hehn Niall Mulkeen Mike Tolbert ’ ’
William Conklin Laura Hehn Elizabeth Mulligan  Alston Torres Cleary
Vic Crognale Allan Helmbrecht Angeles Murphy William and Sharon 9 @m Blaise Redpath
Ridge Curwood Madeline Louise Maria Magdalena Tumidanski 7pm 1 Martha Ortiz
Janice D’Angelo Henwood Murphy Mario Valinhas Saturday, September 19
Sheila DeArmon Bill Hille Carl Muti Haley Velez 9am 1 David Cross
Judy and Rich Hannah Hopkins Emily Nash Julio Velez 5 pm T Nancy Stone
Deboer Frank Hunnicutt IlI Paul Nealon Jr. Karen Vogel Sunday, September 20
John Deluca Cathi Kalberier Paul Sr. and Sally Elise Weiss 7:30 am 1 Rosalie & Frank Sternisha
Joan Demarco Mary Kate Knight Nealon Al Wiltz iahi
Henry Diener The Kibbee and The Ober Family Patricia Zeggert ?fr;m 2: MZ:E Eg;:zn:gggz

Stay Connected With St. Mark. gpm. T Jose dgar Flores

X X X pm T Marilyn Bissinger
Find us on all social media platforms + Deceased
080 READINGS

or sign up for our weekly enewsletter at Sun. Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
g Sir 27:30-28:7; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10,
stmarknc.org/emailnewsletter 11-12: Rom 14:7-6; Mt 16:21.35
Mon. Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
PRAY FOR OQUR MILI i ARY Num 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,
38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17
Ai’rVIForr]ce:I (I3)3C Andre(\:/v Balédersr;' Airlr_lnarLGéegonI;BurkLe; %irr:lan Ar(;toir’:/ilo Diaz; Lg. Col. Tue. Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows
ichael Dragoon; Capt. Stephen Hack; Capt. Ryan Loyd; Alejandro Martinez; Sgt. 1o A A .
James McCormick; SCANG Sgt. John Andrew McCormick; 2nd Lt Connor Milligan; i (35053;21;'22;42'727 31a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3,
Airman Chloe Scott; Airman Michael F. Yellico T T i
Army: 1st Lt. Amelia Andretti; Capt. Patrick Camatcho; Capt. Sarah Camatcho; Maj. Wed. Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and
Robert Caraccilo; Sgt.Maj. Darcy Fisher; Kyle Hawk; PFC. J. Parker Hogan; Capt. John Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs
Hughes; Pvt. Chaz Margo; Maj. Daniel McCormick; 2nd Lt .Maria Morell; PV2 1 Cor 12:31-13:13; Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and
Matthew Pressley; Maj. Stephen J. Romeo; SSG Andrew Sales; Andrew Santos; Capt. 22; 1k 7:31-35
Ramon Ricardo Tapia; Spl. Forces Nolan Tillotson; Josh Wagner; 1st Lt. Nick Worth; Thu. 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;
2nd Lt. Matthew Zagar Lk 7:36-50
Marines: LCPL. Richard Breier; 2nd Lt. Drew Brenner; Maj. Matthew Santoli; Cpl. Bobby Fri. 1 Cor 15:12-20: Ps 17:1bcd. 6-7. 8b. 15:
Holden; Cpl. Baylin Prescott, Capt. Nathanael Rusciolelli Lk 8:1-3 ' T
Navy: MIDN 3C USNA Kellan Azzopardi; DCFN Matthew J Bixler Jr ; LCDR. Matthew
gannone; SR Chase T. Golden;pMIDN 3C USNA Malerie Lague; Lt. Albert Remmey, Sat. 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-12,
Jr.; LCDR. Jordan Mayo; LTJG. Rory Moran; OSSN. Daniel Pressley; LCDR. Jenna 13-14; Lk 8:4-15
Hehn Quist; ENS. Tyler Spear; LCDR. William Vey; MIDN 3C USNA Patrick Walsh; Sun. Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

CTT2. Zachary Wortham
Coast Guard: BM2 Hannah Schramke
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MARRIAGE MINISTRY

.. e o o 0&

OUTDOOR

.

Come rest in the presence of Christ,
reconnect with your spouse,

and enjoy an evening of

faith and fellowship.

SATURDAY, SEPTEM

BER19 -

8:00-9:00 PM
OUTDOOR WINE &
CHEESE RECEPTION

v
v
v
v
v

Come rest in the presence of Christ, rec
and enjoy an evening of faith

Register online at
www.stmarknc.org/marriage-ministry

ST. MARK MARRIAGE

? Fellowship with other

—— Fnee Event ——
\v

7:00—8:00 PM ¥ Eucharistic Adoration
COUPLES EUCHARISTIC | ¥ Comessionavalabe
ADORATION h T.eacet u flnlJS]C an pra)fer
3 »  Time to place your marriage
(in the Church) before the Lord
Confession available
@ Couples are invited to bring a

favorite bottle of wine to share
(optional)

Cheese, appetizers, and

light refreshments provided
Relaxing outdoor atmosphere
Quiet instrumental music
Meaningful conversation

married couples

onnect with your spouse,

and fellowship.

MINISTRY

Invitation to Learn About the Annulment Process

When: Mon., Sept. 14; 7 pm
Where: Parish Hall

Are you or someone you know seeking clarity, healing,
or a fresh start after a divorce?

You are warmly invited to an informational meeting ab

Catholic Annulment process on Mon., Sept. 14, at 7 pm in the

Parish Hall.

Widow’s Ministry
When:

[ ta.
‘&\‘-\ e |
el A s

Together in Holiness Marriage

Conference

When: Sat., Nov. 21; 8 am-3:15 pm

Where: Charlotte, NC and
Greensboro, NC

Married and engaged couples are
invited to the 8th Annual Together in
Holiness Catholic Marriage Enrichment
Conference, presented by the St. John
Paul Il Foundation and the Diocese of
Charlotte. Spend a day strengthening
your marriage through dynamic
speakers, quality time together, and
opportunities for Mass, Adoration, and
Confession. Childcare
will also be available.

Cost: $64 per couple/
$40 per individual.
Register by October 5
for a discounted rate.
Visit
TogetherIinHoliness.org or use the QR
code to register.

Marriage Troubles?

There is Help.

If your marriage has become troubled
and stressed, unloving or uncaring; if
you might have grown cold and
distant; or even if you are divorced or
separated, or are thinking about it,
Retrouvaille can help...as it has
already helped tens of thousands of
others. Our next program begins

Oct. 24, 2026.

For information, visit
www.helpourmarriage.org, or call Bill
& Lyn Folsom (727) 343-6701. Not
counseling or group therapy. All
contacts and names held in absolute
confidence.

Thurs.; 10 am - 12 pm (weekly)

Where: Kerin Family Center, Room 204

peace,

We welcome you to join our widow’s ministry, a caring and

supportive community where widows come together to share

out the

experiences, offer encouragement, and support one another.
Contact: Karen Lynn, 405-305-9380, cwik2016@aol.com

Page 5

www.stmarknc.org T 704-948-0231

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com


TogetherInHoliness.org
https://doccs.sharepoint.com/sites/StMarkCatholicChurch/Shared%20Documents/General/New%20Bulletin%20Files/2026%2004-19/cwik2016@aol.com
http://www.helpourmarriage.org

W

Caring for the Priests Who
Have Cared for Us: Priests’
Retirement & Benefits
Collection Next Weekend!

Throughout their years of ministry, our
priests walk with us through some of
life's most important moments. They
baptize our children, celebrate our
weddings, hear our confessions, visit
us when we are sick, bury our loved
ones and bring us Christ in the
Eucharist.

Next weekend's Priests’ Retirement &
Benefits Collection is an opportunity to
care for them in return. The collection
helps provide pension and health
benefits for retired diocesan priests
while also helping provide for the future
retirement of the priests serving our
parishes today.

This collection is important to St. Mark,
too. Every parish in the Diocese of
Charlotte is assessed an amount for
priests’ retirement and benefits. If
contributions fall short of our
assessment, St. Mark must make up
the difference from parish operating
funds. That isn't theoretical for us; St.
Mark's own financial communication
has explained that shortfalls in this
mandatory assessment must be
covered by operating funds.

Please prayerfully consider supporting
the collection next weekend in
gratitude for the faithful shepherds who
have given so much to the Church.

Thank you.

Honoring Our

Faithful Shepherds

The annual appeal for
Priests’ Retirement Benefits Collection
will be held in every parish
September 19-20, 2026.

Calendar: of Events

September Now-20
Diaper Drive

Tuesday, September 15
Coffee and Conversation
Saturday, September 19
Couples Adoration, Wine and
Cheese Night

Saturday, September 26
SeptemberFest
Tuesday, September 29
Prayer and Praise

Saturday, October 3

Men’s Evening

Sunday, October 4

Prayer Chain for Life
October 10 & 11
Coat/Blanket/Toy & Baby Drive

Saturday, October 17
Blue Mass

Wings and Trivia

October 24-November 1
Thanksgiving Food Drive
Sunday, October 25

New Member Meet & Greet
Middle/High School Fall Fest
Monday, October 26
Concert in the Church
Sunday, November 1

All Saints Day

Monday, November 2

All Souls Day

Mass of Remembrance
November 7-8

Men’s Welcome Retreat
Saturday, November 14
Marriage Date Night
Wed, November 18
Young at Heart Luncheon
Friday, November 20
Middle School Craft & Football
Tuesday, November 24
Prayer and Praise
Sunday, November 29
Advent Begins

St. Nicholas Breakfast

Saturday, December 5
Family Christmas Event

Tuesday, December 8
Immaculate Conception
Thursday, December 10
The Vigil Project
Saturday, December 12
Rorate Mass, Our Lady of
Guadalupe

December 15-23
Posadas

December 25

Christmas

Wednesday, January 6
Young at Heart Luncheon
January 15-17

Marriage Retreat

www.stmarknc.org T 704-948-0231
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Stewardship Spotlight:
Young Adult Group

If you are 21 -39 and looking for ways to
connect with other faithful, our Young
Adult Group would love to have you join
them. Activities include both group study
and social events. This group may be
especially helpful for those new to the
parish or otherwise looking to build new
friendships.

The best way to learn
about upcoming events
for this ministry is
through their GroupMe:
https://groupme.com
join_group/87871689
ffPiyWbp.

St. Mark Young Adult September
Events

September 18: Dinner with a Priest
7 pm, Parish House

September 20: Mass & Coffee

9 am Mass, Waterbean Coffee
September 24: Bible Study

7 pm, Parish House

September 26: Septemberfest

6 pm, St. Mark

Contact group leader Sean Meier at
seanmeierl@gmail.com if you have any
questions about this group.

Catholic Sports Ultimate Frisbee
League

Catholic Sports is bringing Ultimate
Frisbee to Charlotte this fall! Young
adults ages 18 and older are invited to
join the 5v5 coed league. All skill levels
are welcome.

Games will be played Sundays from 4-7
pm, October 11 through November 22,
at Providence Baptist Church in
Charlotte. Register with a team, a small
group of four or fewer, or individually as
a free agent.

Register at catholicsports.net/charlotte-
sports.

Questions? Contact Liz Kenney at
elizabethmkenney@gmail.com

Young Adults: A Place in the Life of the Church

For young adults, the years after high school and college can bring a lot of change. A
first job. A new city. Marriage. Children. Graduate school. A career change. New
friendships and new responsibilities.

It can also be a time when staying connected to the Church becomes more difficult.

The U.S. bishops have made ministry with young adults a renewed priority in the
Church. In their national pastoral framework Listen, Teach, Send, they encourage
parishes not simply to provide programs for young adults, but to listen to them,
accompany them in their faith and give them meaningful opportunities to participate in
the life and mission of the Church.

That matters because young adults are not simply the future of the Church. They are
part of the Church now.

At St. Mark, our Young Adult Ministry offers an important place to begin. Through
opportunities for prayer, faith formation, fellowship and friendship with other Catholics,
young adults can meet people who are navigating many of the same questions and
stages of life.

That community is important. But Young Adult Ministry does not have to be the only way
a young adult finds a home at St. Mark.

In a parish as large and active as ours, there are countless ways to become part of
parish life.

A young adult who loves the Mass might consider serving as an usher, lector, greeter or
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion (homebound EMs also needed.) Those with
musical gifts may find a place in the choirs or even help relaunch the Psalm 150 band
for the Sunday 5 pm Mass.

Someone looking for a deeper prayer life can spend an hour with Our Lord in our
Perpetual Adoration Chapel. Others may find community through a Small Group, OCIA, a
Bible study, Welcome retreat or another faith formation opportunity.

Young adults can also help form the generation coming behind them. Life Teen, EDGE
and Faith Formation depend on adults willing to share their faith, listen to young people
and simply be present. A Catholic in his or her 20s or 30s can be a particularly powerful
witness to a teenager who is beginning to ask what living the Catholic faith looks like
beyond school and Confirmation.

There are opportunities to serve, too. Outreach ministries, food and supply drives, the
Knights of Columbus, Rosary Makers and many other ministries throughout St. Mark
put faith into action. Parish events need volunteers. Ministries need organizers,
workers, hospitality volunteers and people willing to carry tables, greet newcomers,
make phone calls or lend whatever particular talents God has given them.

And sometimes becoming involved begins with something much simpler: showing up.

Come to Mass regularly. Stay for coffee or a parish event. Introduce yourself to
someone. Attend a Young Adult gathering. Try a Small Group. Stop by Adoration.
Volunteer once. Ask a ministry leader what help is needed.

You do not have to wait until you know everyone, understand everything about the faith
or feel as though you have reached some particular stage of Catholic adulthood.

In fact, involvement itself is often how a large parish begins to feel smaller.

The U.S. bishops describe young adult ministry as connecting young adults with Christ,
with the Church, with a community of their peers and with the mission of the Church in
the world. That is a good reminder that belonging to a parish is about more than finding

a program designed for your age group. It is about discovering where your own gifts,
interests and vocation fit within the Body of Christ.

St. Mark's Young Adult Ministry can help make those first connections. But the invitation
goes further.

There is a place for you in the life of this parish.

Come pray with us. Learn with us. Serve with us. Bring your gifts. Meet the people sitting
beside you at Mass. And help us build the Church together.

A complete Stewardship Guide can be found at stmarknc.org/stewardship-directory or
reach out to Stewardship Coordinator Karen Donahue at karen.donahue@stmarknc.org.
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RESPECT LIFE

Walki ng with
@ 4.in Need

Walking with Moms in Need Diaper and Wipe Drive!
When: Now through Sept. 20
Where: Leave donations in Narthex Bin
St. Mark’s Walking with Moms in Need (WWMIN) ministry is
collecting diapers and wipes to support mothers and families
facing challenging circumstances in our parish and local
community.
Most needed: Diaper sizes 3-5 although donations of all diaper
sizes, formula and wipes are welcome.

Thank you for helping Walking with Moms in Need offer practical
support and remind mothers in our community that they are not

alone. Please bring donations to the collection bin in the Narthex.

NORTH CAROLINA

A National WY R|ghtT0

RIGHT TO LIFE

%&zm’/y S -

GALA

September 17, 2026
Hilton Charlotte Uptown

Featuring
Rachel Campos-Duffy

NY Times bestselling author and
FOX News television personalzty

nricgala.com
events@nriccom @ 222East 3rd St, Charlotte

Ongoing Food Gift Card Collection

Mational
RIGHT TOLIFE

St. Mark Parishioner Dr. Matthew Harrison to
Receive National Pro-Life Honor

St. Mark parishioner Dr. Matthew Harrison will be honored this
week for a decision he made 20 years ago that helped change
the course of pro-life medicine.

National Right to Life and North Carolina Right to Life will
present Dr. Harrison with the Proudly Pro-Life Award during
the Proudly Pro-Life Gala Sept. 17 in Charlotte. One of
National Right to Life’s highest honors, the award recognizes
individuals whose leadership and commitment have made a
lasting contribution to the defense of human life.

Previous recipients include St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta,
President Ronald Reagan and St. John Paul Il

Dr. Harrison’s contribution began in 2006, when a woman
contacted him after taking the first drug in the two-drug
chemical abortion regimen. She regretted her decision and
wanted to know whether there was anything that could be
done to save her baby.

Drawing on his medical knowledge and research by Dr.
Thomas Hilgers, founder of NaProTechnology, Dr. Harrison
administered progesterone in an effort to counteract the
effects of the abortion drug.

The treatment succeeded, and months later a healthy baby
was born.

It was the first known successful case of what became known
as Abortion Pill Reversal, a treatment intended for women who
have taken the first medication in a chemical abortion and
then change their minds. Dr. Harrison’s work helped open the
door to further development and use of the protocol.

“Dr. Matthew Harrison represents the very best of the pro-life
movement: courage in the face of uncertainty, compassion for
a mother in crisis, and an unwavering determination to save a
child’s life,” said Carol Tobias, president of National Right to
Life.

She said his willingness to respond when that mother sought
help ultimately contributed to an effort that has offered other
women a second chance to continue their pregnancies.

The Proudly Pro-Life Gala will be held Thursday, Sept. 17, at
the Hilton Charlotte Uptown. Rachel Campos-Duffy, co-host of
FOX & Friends Weekend, will be the keynote speaker.

We congratulate Dr. Harrison on this national recognition and
give thanks for his commitment to protecting the dignity and
sanctity of human life.

We are running a little low on grocery gift cards to help parishioners in need. If you are able to donate $25 gift cards to local grocery
stores (ALDI and Food Lion especially needed), please leave donation with the receptionist at the Welcome Desk in the Family

Center. Thank you!

www.stmarknc.org T 704-948-0231
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“In the liturgy, to sing and to play music means to pray.”
Pope Leo XIV * August 19, 2026

Help Fill St. Mark with
Sacred Music

As our parish continues to grow,
so should the voices
that help lead us in worship.

Music is an important part of the life of
St. Mark, and there is a place
for parishioners of all ages
to share their gifts.

This fall, our Children’s Choir, Psalm 150
and Adult Choir are all welcoming new
members, from young singers
discovering the joy of sacred music to
teens, young adults and adults ready to
lend their voices or musical talents.

Help us ensure that the beautiful sound
of a parish singing its faith
continues for generations to come.

Prayer to St. Cecilia

St. Cecilia, patron saint of
music and musicians, pray for
our parish and all who serve
God through sacred music.

Inspire those who have been
given the gift of song to offer
their voices in praise of the
Lord.

Encourage the young,
strengthen those who already
serve, and call new voices to our
choirs.

May the music of St. Mark lift

hearts to God and resound in

our church for generations to
come.

St. Cecilia, pray for us. Amen.

Children’s Choir
Grades 3-8

Does your child love to
sing?

The St. Mark Children’s
Choir welcomes children
in grades 3-8 to discover
the joy of sacred music
while growing in faith,
friendship and
confidence. Children
learn to use their voices
in service to God and our
parish as they help
provide music for Mass
and other special celebrations throughout the year.

The new season begins September 9 but you can still join. To register or learn more,
contact Children’s Choir Director Lorie Gabriel at Imgabriel@stmarkcatholic.net.

St. Mark Adult Choir: Your Voice Is Needed
Practice Begins September 17

You don’t need to be a professional smger to have a place in the choir. You need a love
of sacred music, a willingness to z
learn and a desire to serve. Our .
Adult Choir sings at the Sunday
9 am Solemn Mass and helps
bring the Church’s rich tradition
of sacred music to life at St.
Mark.

In a parish of more than 5,000
families, there is tremendous
room for our choir to grow.
Whether you have sung in a choir
for years or have wondered if this
might be the time to begin,
consider adding your voice. Every
new member strengthens the choir and helps ensure that sacred music remains a
vibrant part of worship at St. Mark for generations to come.

Rehearsals are Thursday evenings. To learn more or join, contact Director of Sacred
Music Manny Mora at manuel.mora@stmarknc.org.

Psalm 150 Relaunch: Calling Musicians, Vocalists & Mentors
Psalm 150 is being refreshed and rebuilt!

This ministry offers teens and young adults ages 13+ an opportunity to share their
musical gifts through spiritually grounded, contemporary Catholic music.

We are looking for vocalists and experienced instrumentalists, as well as adult
musicians who would enjoy helping lead and mentor our young people.

Those interested in learning soundboard and audio support are also needed. There is
no Mass commitment yet. The first step is gathering a core team, rehearsing together
and building the ministry.

Interested? Contact Katie Bolstad at katrina.bolstad@gmail.com or 760-585-5634.
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WHAT
MATTERS
MOST?

WHO IS
GOD
CALLING
YOU
TO BE?

THERE IS
MORE TO
EIFE;

®a DynamicCatholic.com
Be Bold. Bc(‘azholic’

MEN, THERE IS
MORE TO LIFE.

MEN’S WELCOME RETREAT
NOVEMBER 7-8

Maybe you've asked yourself: What am | here for? What
matters mosi? Am | becoming the man God is calling me fo
be?

Sometimes we need to step away from the demands of
everyday life long enough to ask the questions that matter.

The St. Mark Men's Welcome Refreat is a 1'4-day experience
created by Dynamic Catholic and led by men of our own
parish.

Through personal witness, fellowship, prayer, Mass,
Adoration and time for reflection, Welcome offers an
opportunity to look more deeply at your life, your faith and
your relationship with God. It is a time to build genuine
friendships with other Catholic men along the way.

Since 2020, more than 400 men of St. Mark have attended a
Welcome Retreat. This fall, we invite you to be part of our
eighth Men's Welcome Retreat.

You don't need to be at a particular place in your faith.

Welcome is for the man who feels close to God, the man
who feels far away, and everyone in between.

Come as you are.

There is no cost to attend, but space is

limited. El'l-rﬂ‘-; E

REGISTER TODAY: = 3
Please use the QR code or go to _
stmarknc.org/welcome-retreat E -

Welcome.

There is More to Life

Serall
Groups

Find Your Small Group This Fall

Registration is now open for fall Small
Groups and our eight-week study of
Romans: The Gospel of Salvation.

When parishioners shared their Small
Group experiences at Mass recently, we
heard something worth remembering.
Many joined hoping to learn more about
Scripture and their Catholic faith, but
found something more: friendships,
people who pray for one another, and a
community that walks together through
the joys and sorrows of life.

In a parish as large as St. Mark, those
smaller communities can be a great gift.

Groups are available for men, women,
couples, singles, young adults and
others, with a variety of days, times and
locations. You don't need to be a
Scripture expert, and you don't need to
know anyone before you come.

Find the group that fits you and join us
this fall. $15 /Optional
workbook $10
Register at
stmarknc.org/small-
groups or scan the QR
code.

FORMED: Free Catholic Streaming for St. Mark Parishioners

Did you know that St. Mark provides every parishioner free access to FORMED? Often called the "Catholic Netflix," FORMED offers
thousands of Catholic movies, documentaries, Bible studies, audiobooks, and children's programs. Whether you're looking to deepen
your faith, learn more about the saints, study Scripture, or find wholesome entertainment for your family, FORMED is available anytime
on your computer, tablet, or smartphone. To create your free account, visit signhup.formed.org and search for St. Mark Catholic Church.

formed

Forming Catholics for /ife.
The Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin

Mary

The Seven Sorrows of Mary is a traditional Catholic devotion featuring
meditations on sorrowful episodes in the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Join us in prayer as we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows,

Our parish has a free Formed subscription for you! Simply scan the QR code
or visit formed.org/signup to create your account and select our parish
1o get free access to this content and much more!
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Somewhere Quiet to Pray...
By: Donna Fodale/Adoration Coordinator

This past week the events happening in the world
and things happening to those around us felt
particularly heavy on my heart. So many things are
going on. Things that are out of our control. At
times, many of us just simply feel helpless. When
that happens, it is especially important to stop and
ask the Lord... what is it that you want me to do to
help? How can | help? What can | do Lord?

For me in those moments, without fail, the desire
to pray more intensifies and | find myself spending
more time in Adoration.

Have you ever felt a pull to just go to the Adoration
chapel? Have you ever felt a pull to go somewhere
quiet to pray?

While we know praying can be done most
anywhere, why not go to the place where Jesus is
truly present? A place where you can ask Him
those difficult questions that weigh heavily on your
heart. A place where you can offer the one thing
that we are all called to do for our brothers and
sisters that are suffering. To pray for them.

St. Padre Pio once said that Prayer is the best

weapon we have; it is the key which opens the heart of God.”
That quote from St. Pio has been one that | re-read repeatedly especially during the times that | feel powerless. It is a reminder that
when we pray from our hearts, we possess something much greater than all the riches in the world. We possess the ability to move
the heart of God. Though sometimes we don’t always get the answers that we want, we trust that God is at work and will work out all
things for the good of those who love him.

So, next time you feel that pull to pray, make your way to the Adoration Chapel. Send your Guardian Angel ahead to save you a seat
and go to the place where Jesus waits for you and remember what Philippian’s 4:6-7 tells us...

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” It teaches trust in
God and the calming power of prayer.

Please prayerfully consider committing to a Holy Hour. Register at: www.stmarknc.org/adoration
TO BE A SUB PLEASE CONTACT donna.fodale@stmarknc.org

Stephen Ministry: Help, Hope, Healing

Life brings seasons when we all need someone to listen, encourage, and pray with
us. Whether you are grieving the loss of a loved one, facing illness, caring for a family
member, experiencing divorce or separation, struggling with loneliness,
unemployment, parenting challenges, or another difficult life circumstance, you don't
have to walk through it alone.

Stephen Ministers are trained parishioners who provide one-on-one, confidential
Christian care to those who are hurting. They offer a compassionate presence, a
listening ear, and ongoing support rooted in Christ's love.

If you or someone you know could benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister,
please contact Leanne Vaccaro at leanne.vaccaro@stmarknc.org or Rich Kull at
rkull@optonline.net.

Learn more at stmarknc.org/stephen-ministry.
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Can you find these words from this week'’s bulletin?
Words may be hidden across, down, backward or diagonally.

Find: FORGIVENESS, CHESTERTON, PRIEST RETIREMENT,
YOUNG ADULTS, SMALL GROUPS, ROMANS, ADORATION,
SEPTEMBERFEST, LIFE TEEN, SACRED MUSIC, PRAYER CHAIN
DIAPER DRIVE, COUPLES, FRISBEE, FORMED, STEPHEN
MINISTRY, KNIGHTS, SORROWS

Off to a Great Start!

Our Faith Formation year
is underway!

No classes this weekend.
We’ll see you again
September 20-22!

Please keep our
students, families and
catechists in your prayers
as they grow together in
faith.
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Our Lady of Sorrows
Feast Day: September 15

When we picture Mary, we often think of her joy at the
birth of Jesus or her loving care for Him as a child. But
Mary also knew great sadness.

The Church remembers Seven Sorrows of Mary, moments
in her life when she suffered because of what was
happening to Jesus. That is why Our Lady of Sorrows is
often pictured with seven swords piercing her heart.

Mary's sorrows began when Jesus was still a baby and
Simeon told her that a sword would pierce her own soul.
She and Joseph later fled to Egypt to protect Jesus from
King Herod. She experienced the fear of losing the 12-year
-old Jesus in Jerusalem and, years later, the terrible sorrow
of seeing Him carry His Cross, die on Calvary and be
placed in the tomb.

Through every sorrow, Mary remained close to Jesus and
continued to trust God.

Our Lady of Sorrows reminds us that being faithful does
not mean we will never be sad or afraid.

When something hurts, we can bring that sorrow to Jesus
just as Mary did. We can also ask Mary to stay close to
people who are suffering and help us notice when
someone else needs our prayers, kindness or friendship.

Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for us.
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

New Life Teen Year!

All high school students are invited to join us for another
exciting year of Life Teen.

Life Teen gathers on Sunday evenings after the 5 pm
Mass throughout the year with engaging talks, small group
discussions, games, prayer, fun and opportunities to form
friendships.

And dinner is always included!

September 13: Themed Movie Night

September 20: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
September 27: Color Games

October 4 : The Incarnation

October 11.: Life in the Church

chtober 18: ngvest Festival E' 'I'E
(Middle and High School) - T,

Stay connected by signing up for Flocknote!
Scan to sign up or go to https://
stmarknc.flocknote.com/lifeteen E

Info contact Gus Free at
augustine.free@stmarknc.org.

LIFE TEEN
ANNUAL

PARISH LIFE

C & ffee

& Conversation

Every Tuesday after
9am Mass in the
Kerin Family Center

IMeet new people.
“€njoy old friends.
‘Connect to the community.

STARTS BACK SEPT 15!

St. Mark Prayer Chain Ministry

Everyone is invited to become a Prayer Warrior through the
St. Mark Prayer Chain.

Each volunteer prays for the requests submitted through
the private prayer form found on the St. Mark website in
addition to praying for the people whose names are listed
in the St. Mark bulletin.

Each prayer warrior prays for these prayer intentions
separately, at different times, and in different ways.

For example, in nightly family prayer time, during times at
the Eucharistic adoration chapel, at home, using the rosary,
or through the intercession of saints.

If you would like to become a member of the St. Mark
Prayer Chain Ministry please contact us.

"For where two or three gather in my name, there am | with
them." — Matthew 18:20

Peace, Kevin & Janet Urban,
Contact us: urbkev@yahoo.com, 704-689-3847
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Join the Knights of Columbus
Ladies’ Auxiliary!

When: Mon., Sept 21, 6-7 pm
Where: Family Center Room 200

The Knights of Columbus Ladies’ TounNAMENT
Auxiliary is a fun and supportive :

community of like-minded women. Our organization % ‘

offers women a chance to form friendships, do the work “ MONMY,II}IDBEII&N%

of the parish, and support the mission and activities of Event Details

the Knights of Columbus. Cowan's Ford Gol Glub, Contacts:

We raise funds through flower sales at Christmas, 761 Club Drive, Stanley, NC 28164 ann Knignt, 703.618.3779;
Mother’s Day, and Easter to provide funding for the St. 18-hole Captain’s Choice with cart and lunch  RiCk Szafran, 704.564.2814;
Joseph College seminarians and Daughters of the Virgin Sign-in: 8:30 am Bill Pugh, 704.309.7466
Mother sisters. We provide and sell baked goods at the Shotgun start: 10:00 am

annual Lenten Fish Fry, help the parish with hospitality Registration: $160 per player /

at receptions, and run the annual children’s Cupcake $640 per foursome

Walk at SeptemberFest.

Our meetings always include a meal, hospitality, and -
time to socialize plus we have an annual Christmas Opportunities:

party and end-of-year dinner. / .
All women of the parish are invited to our first meeting ‘Pleas\e ure;reglster qnﬂ submit payment fO'f p!ayers”teams‘ ana |
sponsorshipsiby,scanning I_HB QR.code or visiting qugnevemscum/kufcuult.

for the 2025-26 year. We will meet on Monday,
A sign-up drive will be held after Masses the weekend of September 19 & 20.

Registration and Sponsorship$

September 21 at 6 pm in Room 200 in the Kerin Family
Center. The potluck dinner meetings only last for one
hour (officially) however we generally stay and socialize

for a while. Please consider joining this year a wonderful 806(/( tdoa//( to

group of women whose mission is to help the
community of St. Mark Parish. septemberFest 2026

Information: MaryJane Zimmerman, email

stmarkkocladiesauxiliary2011@gmail.com S e pfe m ber 2 6' 6_9 p m

. . Parish-Wide Family Social!
+
Singles 45+ Fellowship Event DJ Dance PartyeGame TruckeFood Trucks

When: Sun., Sept. 27; 5-8 pm Beer and Wine TenteCupcake WalkeInflatables*Bingo
Where: The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen (L\M A Photo Booth*Cornhole+Children Craftse
20220 Chartown Dr, Cornelius QUE ¥ < Face Painting*lce Creame+Kona Ice

Join us for an evening of fellowship and fun for those FISHBAUGH U Q . w

aged 45+! Whether you are a regular or a newcomer,
we invite you to bring a friend and meet us for a great
time of community. It's the perfect opportunity to
connect and make new memories.

RSVP Today: Please let us know you’re coming so we

Mini‘stg\rja ﬂigpano
can plan for you. e

jons? !
Questions? We are here to help._FeeI free to reach BRUf'SI'ER’S
out to us at 45plussingles@gmail.com. redl o eream

We look forward to seeing you there!
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Saint Mark Parish Directory
stmarknc.org | 14740 Stumptown Rd, Huntersville NC 28078
Parish Office | Mon-Thur 9 am-7:30 pm, Fri 9 am-4:30 pm
Sun 8:15 am-12:15 pm | Phone: 704-948-0231

Pastor
Very Rev. John T. Putnam, JV
Parochial Vicars
Rev. Kevin Martinez
Rev. Christopher Angermeyer
Rev. John Cuppett (in residence)
Deacons
Rev. Mr. Thomas Martin
Rev. Mr. Richard McCarron
Rev. Mr. Thomas McGahey
Rev. Mr. Tom McMahon
Rev. Mr. Louis Pais
Rev. Mr. Ramon Tapia
Director of Sacred Music
Manuel Mora
manuel.mora@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 130
Director of Finance
Richard Cataldo
richard.cataldo@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 116
Director of Parish Operations
Scott Bruno
scott.bruno@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 118
Liturgy Coordinator/Office Manager
Emily Bixler
emily.bixler@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 102
Sacristan
Sr. Mary Philomena
sacristan@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 211
Baptism Coordinator
Sr. Mary Jacinta
mjacinta@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 121
Sacrament Admin/Adoration
Donna Fodale
Donna.fodale@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 104
Annulments, OCIA
Rev. Mr. Rich McCarron
deacon.rich@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 113
Hispanic Ministry Coordinator
Emilio Gomez
emilio.gomez@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 117

Parishioner Assistance

Financial:

St. Vincent De Paul Society:
Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org

Life Crisis: Stephen Ministry
stmarknc.org/stephen-ministry
Food Insecurity:

Parish Office
stmarknc.org/assistance or
Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org or
704-948-0231, Ext. 102

Stewardship Coordinator
Karen Donahue
karen.donahue@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 136

Calendar Management
Sue Bruce
sue.bruce@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 123

Public Relations Coordinator
Amy Burger
amy.burger@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 155

Marriage Enrichment Coordinator
Christine Wisdom
christine.wisdom@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231

Director of Faith Formation
Becca Spurgeon
becca.spurgeon@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 137

Faith Formation Admin Asst
Sharon Torczynski
sharon.torczynski@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 103

Elementary Faith Formation

Coordinator
Maddie Torres
maddie.torres@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 124

Middle School Youth Ministry

Coordinator
Olivia DiGiovanni
olivia.digiovanni@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 105

High School Youth Ministry

Coordinator
Augustine Free
augustine.free@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 122

Tribunal Advocate
Rod Brostrom
rnbrostrom@rcdoc.org
Angelo Sedacca
aasedacca@rcdoc.org

Bulletin Team
bulletin@stmarknc.org

Al-Anon

Ellen | 704-907-8555

Alcoholics Anonymous

Tom | 704-604-7739

Alateen program

Paul G. | 704-641-0654

Divorce Support Group

For anyone going through separation

and/or divorce. Meetings Monday 7 pm,

Room 204. If parish offices are closed,
meetings are at Lowe’s Foods, exit 23.

Contact: divorce.support@stmarknc.org

Mass Schedule
Mon/Tue/Thu: 7, 9 am

Wed: 7 am, 6:30 pm
Fri: 7,9am
7 pm (Spanish)
Sat: 9 am, 5 pm Vigil
Sun:  7:30,9, 11 am, 1 pm (Espanol), 5 pm

All Masses may be watched live: stmarknc.org/livestream
Please use Online Giving or mail in your offertory
stmarknc.org/Online-Giving

Please do not attend Mass if you are sick, have a fever or
are in a high-risk group.

Confessions

Confessions are held 45 minutes prior to the start of Mass
for a 30 minute duration.

In addition, Wednesday: 6 pm — 7:15 pm and Saturday:
3pm—5pm

Rosary in the Church

Tue: 7—7:30 pm

Wed: Immediately preceding 6:30 pm Mass

Sat: Immediately preceding 5 pm Mass

Sun: Immediately preceding 7:30 am Mass

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

Available in the Monsignor Bellow Adoration Chapel in the
Family Center. See stmarknc.org/adoration for complete
details.

Hospitalization

If you or your loved one are in an area hospital,

call the Parish Office to reach one of the Priests. The
Priests offer Confession, bring the Holy Eucharist to you or
administer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
Baptisms & Weddings

The use of the Church for Baptisms, Weddings and other
Sacramental events is available to active parishioners.
Contact the Parish Office. (Please note that weddings and
baptisms cannot be celebrated during Lent.)

Financial Counseling

Complimentary and confidential services are available to
provide financial literacy training, personal financial
coaching and/or advocacy support for you and your family.
Contact the Parish Office.

Carolina Catholic Corner Gift & Book Store

Open daily in the Family Center

Coffee & Conversation Social Gathering
Tuesdays, 9:30 am, Parish Hall.

Cursillo

Visit www.CharlotteCursillo.com for information on
upcoming retreat weekends, ultreyas and group reunions.

Natural Family Planning

Joe and Kathy Hack; Sympto-Thermal Method;
704-548-1834; hackhouse@bellsouth.net; ccli.org
Elisabeth Laskowski; Creighton Model;
creightonmodel@gmail.com; 484-332-9084

Crisis Pregnancy Help

Community Pregnancy Center of Lake Norman:
704-727-0535

Catholic Charities: 704-370-3262; Birthright:
704-975-8572; Post Abortion: 1-800-5-WE CARE

Poor prenatal diagnosis? You're not alone. There is help.
benotafraid.net

Taken Abortion Pill? It may not be too late: Abortion Pill
Reversal 877-558-0333 or abortionpillreversal.com
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Las lecturas de hoy nos
invitan a examinar el
estado de nuestro
corazén — nuestros
pensamientos, actitudes y
emociones. En nuestra
Primera Lectura de Siracias,
escuchamos sobre el poder destructivo
de la ira: "¢Podria alguien alimentar la
ira contra otro y esperar sanacion del
Senor?"

Todos hemos sido heridos por otros en
algin momento, algunos mas
profundamente que otros. Aunque
nuestras emociones son dones de Dios,
estamos llamados a cuidarlas bien en
lugar de permitir que nos controlen.
¢Como hacemos eso? Siraj nos da la
respuesta: "Recuerda tus Ultimos dias,
deja a un lado la enemistad... Recuerda
el pacto del Altisimo y pasa por alto las
faltas." En lugar de recrearnos en los
heridos pasados, elegimos la gratitud.
Recordamos las innumerables
bendiciones de Dios, su misericordia
infalible y su amor fiel, depositando
nuestra confianza en El.

En el Evangelio de hoy, Jesls nos
recuerda quiénes somos ante Dios a
través de la parabola del siervo
implacable. Un rey perdona una deuda
tan enorme que nunca podria ser
saldada, pero el siervo se niega a
extender esa misma misericordia a otro.

La historia deberia sonar familiar. Dios
nos ha dado la vida, ha perdonado
nuestros pecados por Su Hijoy ha
abierto el camino a la vida eterna. Nunca
podriamos devolver tal regalo. La Unica
respuesta adecuada es ofrecerle toda
nuestra vida y extender la misma
misericordia y perddn que El nos ha
mostrado.

Esa es la libertad y la alegria que se
encuentran en el modo de vida de la
administracion. ©Consultores Catélicos
en Mayordomia, 2026

Reflexion pastoral - He estado escuchando algunos podcasts sobre la santidad en la
vida diaria y, mas recientemente, sobre las virtudes y la vida de G.K. Chesterton.
Mantenemos a los santos en vidrieras y en el calendario, lo cual es bueno. También es
una forma de mantenerlos a una distancia segura. Recordamos a Francisco con los
pajaros, a Teresa con las rosas y a los martires con los salmos, y concluimos en
silencio que la santidad es trabajo de un especialista. Pertenece a personas que
vivieron hace mucho tiempo, o lejos, o0 bajo circunstancias que nunca seran nuestras.

Chesterton es un correccional Gtil, no porque la Iglesia lo haya declarado santo — no lo
ha hecho — sino porque rechazé esa distancia. Era un periodista casado. Escribia
contra los plazos. Discutia en publico, reia en publico y iba a misa. Era grande,
desalinado y aficionado a los dones ordinarios de la creacion. Cuando la gente empez6
a hablar de él como santo, la sorpresa fue parte del punto. No se parecia a nuestra
idea de santo. Parecia un hombre con trabajo.

Eso no fue un accidente. Chesterton escribié una vez que no tenia ninguna razoén, ni en
el cielo ni en la tierra, por la que una camarera no deberia ser canonizada algun dia. La
cuestion, dijo, no es su oficio. La cuestion es con qué motivo y con qué espiritu cuida el
bar. No estaba siendo gracioso. Estaba exponiendo la doctrina catélica. El bautismo es
la puerta ordinaria a la santidad. La mayoria de los santos que la Iglesia conocera
nunca tendran un dia de fiesta. Habran sido madres, mecanicas, enfermeras,
profesoras, cajeras y hombres que llegaron a casa cansados y aun asi eligieron ser
gentiles.

El peligro de admirar a Chesterton es que lo convirtamos en la vidriera: el converso
astuto, el hombre de las paradojas, la excepcion. Eso le habria odiado. Toda su visién
era que la gracia no espera un curriculum extraordinario. Espera el consentimiento. La
maravilla infantil que nunca superd, la negativa a despreciar a un oponente, el habito
de la gratitud, la sensacién de que el mundo es un regalo y no materia prima — estos
no son recursos literarios. Son la forma de un alma que ha empezado a ver como Dios
ve. ER -

Asi que la
invitacion de esta
semana no es
para iniciar una
peticion. Es para
mirar alrededor.
Mira a la pareja
que todavia llega
tempranoy se
sienta donde lleva
treinta anos
sentada. Mira a la
abuela que trae a
dos hijos que no
son suyos. Mira al
ujier que sabe el nombre del desconocido. Mira al hombre que va a confesarse el
sabado por la tarde cuando nadie esta mirando. Mira a la joven madre que esta
agotada y sigue cantando. Mira al feligrés que paga silenciosamente la factura de otra
personay no necesita que se cuente la historia. Mira a la persona que tiene todas las
razones para estar amargada y no lo esta.

Eso no es sentimentalismo. Asi es como la Iglesia realmente forma santos. La virtud
heroica rara vez se hace presente. Parece fidelidad un martes. Parece un padre
presente. Parece una mujer que no deja que la enfermedad la haga cruel. Parece
alguien que perdona la misma ofensa mas de una vez. Parece la persona a tu lado que
ha llevado una cruz de la que no sabes nada y no ha abandonado la fe.

Chesterton nos ayuda porque hace que la santidad vuelva a ser reconocible. Si Dios
puede santificar a un periodista de Fleet Street, puede santificar la vida que ya llevas, y
las vidas que rozas en esta iglesia y en esta ciudad. Lo extraordinario no es la biografia.
Lo extraordinario es la caridad que no se rinde.

Pide la gracia para notarlo. Cuando lo veas, no guardes el secreto. Agradece a la
persona. Imita lo que puedas. Y recuerda que la Comunién de Santos no es solo una
lista de los oficialmente reconocidos. También es la santidad oculta que ya actta entre

nosotros, esperando ojos que han aprendido a ver. %_\ §

www.stmarknc.org T 704-948-0231
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lel 4l \cr1:rcs.s Dreivz | Hunbeosville, NC 28078 FUNERAL HOME AND
affice: 704-507-1141 CREMATION SERVICES

* Comprehensive Retirement Planning
* Wealth Management

| Pl s John Balcerzak rS__Imﬁntae Family Owned & Operated
¢ Income Flanning Investment Advisor unkhouser :
e Medicare Consulting Representative, Investment Advisor On Site Crematory

Representative,
Certified Personal
Retirement Specialist™

Two Locations to Serve You:
16901 Old Statesville Road, Huntersville, NC 28078
704-892-9669
_ Life Tribute Center
Fee-based financial planning and investment advisory services are offered by Ad Wealth Advisors, LLC a Registered 388 NC 16 Business Hwy. « Denver, NC 28037

Investment Advisor an SEC investment advisor. Insurance products and services are offered through A4 Insurance T R e 704-966-4257
Solutions. A4 Wealth Advisors LLC and A4 Insurance Solutions are affiliated companies. Jonathan & Lindsey Kepner raymel‘ﬂl,com

Certified Financial

e Insurance Planning Planmere

® Long-Term Care Planning
e Social Security Maximization

Apartmeénts [k (88
I ""F f’lﬁww nl TSR

- —— = for S

R]l ey Grace (@ 01(0) %)
SENIORYAPARTMENTS
rileygraceliving.com

14801 Stumpton Rd.
Huntersville, NC 28078

Cameryn Elise
LUXURY “SENIOR LIVING
Call to schedule a tour today! camerynelise.com

704-363-4086 e
\Drawn?Ar \//c./-utLL’)L%\' : E/LL}[%\' T' E
ne Art Instruction 4 yrs-, Mult _/ELSC .‘\ -,\" UL L \S A — =
Dr. Martin Carignan (K EMHEE
Vascular'Surgeon, Parishioner . SERVIEES| L'r‘[”‘&"ﬂ

EXPERIENCE PERSONALIZED CARE AND Bl S luaniCorteci

COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR
VASCULAR HEALTH JOURNEY. BOOK YOUR CALL NOW 704-937-5033
APPOINTMENT WITH OUR TRUSTED Lawn Maintenance © Landscaping * Paver ® Grading

VASCULAR SURGEON TODAY!

Irrigation Repair o Pine Needle & Mulch'Installation'* Land Clearing

Parishioner

'( L/ HEALTHY BODY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Chad Wilson
MOTR/L

—— SPECIALIZING IN ——
Upper Extremity Rehab
704.625.6191
Chad @ healthybodypt.com &
www.healthybodypt.com

GRAINDA

BUILDERS . Mooresville, NC @
- + & Huntersville, NC

4 Convenient Locations:
¢ W. Catawba, Cornelius ¢ Davidson

* Bailey Rd, Cornelius * Mooresville
FULL-SERVICE CONCRETE & LANDSCAPING

&,

DRIVEWAVS PATIOS FIREPITS RETAINING DRAINAGE ~ SOD INSTALLATION
&SIDEWALKS ~ &PAVERS WALLS SYSTEMS & MAINTENANCE

Now offering financing. e 704-251-9123 » Take y
ions!
VINCE:': :,lgl:ﬁ;g: : ffx,:g:n::::;i"m Q) 704590-8658 500 South Main Street, Suite 113 » Mooresville, NC 28115
@ VMLandscapeandstone.co 704-277-9527 (Located inside Soul Welflness)

u CHAMBERS p
III:".qI:I'.‘-.\"!'Z..: ID I.I:I?I;ilj_'\'.l REALTY

ERONEE

GARAGE FLOOR COATINGS

CABINETRY Melissa Chambers | Nathan Chambers
CARLIFTS SRES® Seniors Real Estate Specialists
SLATWALL ORGANIZATION

OVERHEAD STORAGE [£,704-439-6232 | 704-793-7572

= mc@chambersrealtyteam.com

St. Mark Parishioners for over 23 years
Selling real estate for over 14 years.
Ikncharlottehomes.com

Visit our Huntersville showroom

704.897.7298

garageliving.com/charlotte
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IV SEDATION

MICHAEL ] COLEMAN DDS
PARISHIONER
MICHAEL J. FORAN, DMD

704.892.1198

CAROLINAOMS.COM

LAKE NORMAN’S TRUSTED
CHOICE FOR ORAL SURGERY
SINCE 1985

catholicmatch

North Carolina
CatholicMatch.com/goNC

WISDOM TEETH

DENTAL IMPLANTS
A EXTRACTIONS

[NextHome>

Ana Sturt | REALTOR®
CRS, CLHMS, PSA

704.907.6907
anasturt@gmail.com
www.anasturt.com

20 years serving as a Realtor
Reviews available on my site.

. JAMES

FUNERAL HOME
CEMETERY & ONSITE CREMATORY

The Closest Funeral Home to St. Mark
Lake Norman’s Only Family Owned
Funeral Home, Cemetery & Crematory Combination
jamesfuneralhomelkn.com | 704-584-9004 | northlakememorial.com

Traditional Funerals ¢ Cremation with Memorial Service
Service with Cremation to Follow ¢ Graveside Services

Transportation of Remains to or from Anywhere in the World
Our Cemetery Includes Catholic Consecrated Gardens

@F‘ Integrity in
every nail and

<
every detail : _
TODD DRIVER 678-768-415;‘-
INFO@EXTERIORHOMEREPAIRNET  LICENSED | BONDED | INSURED

= Powerlifting

= Weightlifting

= (ross Training
oLYMPUS " Bodybuilding ® Heavy Bag

— CONSTRUETION LLE—

JMJ Construction LLC

l\T\iIl\ &,K{ (W’\iiTl( l"}E"\iES'I RY
Voted “Top Dentists” 16 years

running by our colleagues!

» Comprehensive Care -
for Adults & Children

« Implants

» Sleep Dentistry

« Invisalign

L A St. Mark Parishioners
« Sedation Dentistry

~ We offer savings with a
Dental Membership Plan ~

704.948.1111 13605 Reese Blvd. W. | Huntersville
www.ReimelsDentistry.com

GARAGES KITCHEN

©2026 Diocesan

LKN = Personal Training = Cardio
365 24/7

Catholic General Contractors Serving NC
Remodels - Additions
New Construction - Handyman Services
St.Joseph the Worker, Pray for Us!

Eregg{y‘\snlrl:l;t;:sﬁ::rggznsnll !33“ 704.397—7582 14!25 Statesville Hd
704-247-7458 £ olympus365.com Huntersyﬂle, North Farpllna 28078
olympus365@yahoo.com Saint Mark Parishioners

Dennis Wells
Golf Coaching

Learn from the Best!

MERULLA

INTERIORS

Lake Norman

Charlotte Area
704-966-7556

sherri@merullainteriors.com

hioner SherriMerulla  mepylainteriors.com

#|LPGA Master Professional | Owner/Designer

S NROOM

EF_ree
Estimate!

i@jl INFO@RCBCONSTRUCTIONMGMT.COM
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Creative Bill Fitzpatrick
Window Owner / St. Mark
Coverings e Parishioner
GRABER DELIGHT IN
. EVERY DETAIL

Quality products and superior
customer sevice since 2000

Plantation Shutters | Blinds & Shades
704.947.9822 | www.cwcsouth.com

ySEALS %

Lol & Fondly Cloned!

Owned by Life-Long Saint Mark
Parishioners!
Proudly Serving Huntersville,

ITAN BUILT CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PAINTING
KitcHEN/BATH REMODELS * BASEMENT REMODELS
FLooring (HarRDWOOD, TiLE & MORE)
Decks & FENCES

«m

[N\ OA
URIAS

RICARDO URIAS
OWNER

uriasflooringco@gmail.com
(980) 475-7405
Charlotte, NC
www.uriasflooringllc.com

WWW.TITANBUILTCONSTRUCTION.COM
Ask FOR JAY HORTON ®* OWNER & PARISHIONER

704-777-0100 - Lic & Ins.
JHortonTitanBuilt@gmail.com

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Ruth

Davidson, Comnelius, & Mooresville

20% OFF

INVISALIGN

FOR
PARISHIONERS

Jones ) QW el

= Upright Medical

Dr. Matthew Gidaly
PARISHIONER

Massage Therapy
3

¢

Fran Orthadantic
Canmultaticns

SR | suikarihain ARt LI 25
iaiG.  Techalogy iy o
A e DUMPSTER ° RESIDENTIAL years experience

Accepes ALL PPO
Insurance Flans

« COMMERCIAL
L. 704-201-3828

16930 W Catawba Ave Suite 110

HARRISHUBE LOCAT!

HAMBLETON

! & (704) 413- 4769 .
Handyman -

* Carpentry & Wood Rot
* Drywall & Painting

* Bathrooms Remodels
* Honey-Do Lists

Give us a call!
800-292-9111

Promote your Business

| HIGHVIEWINTERIORS. (0\1

A ADVERTISE HERE A

AND support your Parish.

Cornelius NC

ZMWATER
HEATER
S LNLRESS

704-960-2050

- Same Day Water Heater Replacement & Repair

= Tank Conversion to Tankless Mention Bulletin &
ention bulletin
Owner- lnshCohn Parishioner .
Receive $100 off

I—IIGI—IVIE\X/
“INTERIORS

SPATIAL PLANNING
MOOD BOARDS

LAST LAYER DESIGN
HOME REMODEL
VIRTUAL CONSULTING

2% of Senlors Overpay for
Medicare Plans!
Turning 65 Soon?
Alread(ly on Medicare?
Are You Getting All the Benefits
You Qualify for?

You Have Questions. I Have Answers. e
T will /ye/p{znd a plan Your
that’s right for you! Local Expert

MARIA HANSEN

|'

JENNIFER EARNHART
SL Mark Volunteer & Parishioner

PLUS
I'“a"e He:llth St. Therese Parishioner
nsurance Plans
for ALL AGES! 704.756.9213

4 : 0 Get this bulletin c th Io pl
q dotzs } emailed to you athnoliC FPianners
| sNea every week. M A R C H B A N K S * Planners * Holy Days  + Notes Sections
ALEXANDRA LELONG Simply go to — ACCOUNTING & ADVISORY — & Calendars & Feast Days & more!
b A R s www.DM. CHURCH/4367 ‘?ﬁ — L — Iy 2020 .
..or scan =p [5] ————— e
= @ %DISCOVERMASS

ALEXANDRA L FI ONG
Broker & Parishioner
(704) 996-9424
Alex.Lelong@allentate.com
19460 Old Jetton Rd., Cornelius, NC 28031

AMERICLEAN

SLUIPPLY INC.

412 E. Front St., Statesville

PH: 704-883-9565 *
skip@americleansupply.com

Parishioner of St. Philip the Apostle

FAX: 704-883-9575

ADVISORY

O 704-438-7061

BOOKKEEPING ACCOUNTING

Erin Marchbanks

Parishioner

=
S_.

JDiocesan.comlshop

marchbanksaccounting.com
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Steven M. White, DDS, PA | Parishioner

Brad S. Haines, DDS, PA
Claire E. Papp, DMD
704.896.9535
drswhiteandhaines.com

HITEANDHAINE
;N WWT tS (L @ COLEMANSDASTRUP
enera osmetiC bentistry STRY ELEVATED

9725 Caldwell Commons Circle Cornehus NC 28031 Joseph Dastrup, DDS v - /‘\ L

’L

Dennis Coleman, DDS
Parishioner 5

Mention
this Ad for a
Free T-Shirt!

C.E)ALLAS
IROPRACITIC

‘Whele Healih Wellnes: Canter

WHOLE HEALTH WELLNESS CENT
St. Mark Parishioners

NECK PAIN | BACK PAIN | HEADACHES

704.896.8080
9718-D Sam Furr Road
(Located across from Target) ]

www.BallasChiropractic.com

GENERAL, FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

www.dentistryelevated.com
460 S. Main Street, Suite #101 | Davidson, NC 28036 | 704-892-6602

LAKE NORMAN

ORTHODONTICS
Dr. Anne Marie Payne
704- 896 8452 www.Iknortho com

ILL6-262-008-1 8sieApy ol « NV STOOIJ

Faith guides your life,
why not your financial
decisions?

For over 140 years, the Knights of
Columbus has been committed to
helping families plan their financial
future and achieve economic
security, a tradition carried on today
through its insurance products.

Book a complimentary
financial needs analysis
today.

Bob Gordon
516-551-7838
robert.gordon @kofc.org

77~ Birkd |
((-—j A:dl:l:gy

0 ~Advanced Hearing Care

Advanced Hearing Care Services
¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic
Hearing Tests
* Communication Needs
Assessments
* Hearing Aid Fittings and Repairs
* Tinnitus Evaluations & Management
¢ Ear Wax Management
* Custom Ear Molds
Kelly Knolhoff, AuD.

Doctor of Audiology * St. Mark'’s Parishioner
704.237.4099
www.BirkdaleAudiology.com
8936 Northpointe Executive Park Dr | Ste 195 | Huntersville, NC 28078

smmmmm Personal Injury & Employment Lawyers

Experience & skills matter. Work with us when you need Jt most.
harmanlawnc.com 704.286.0947

Personal Injury | Employment Law | Warkers' Comp
Estate Planning | Social Security Disability

ELITE

ROOF & SOLAR

N

HARMAN LAY

Fraternal Benefits Advisor

No purchase necessary.
1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Call Elite when you
need a new ‘ROOF’!

704-970-2471

D VSIA GuisiliaApy /Wwoo'uesad0iq 1e auljuQ

704.992.7474

il eliteroofandsolar.com

MICK KOSTER, Co-owner & Parishioner

i @

Renee Birch, MS

PhilipJ.
g I{gﬂﬂ:e,m Accepting New Patients!

L9EY

Faith-Based Counseling

Trust, Commitment, Excellence.

I treat all my clients like family!
Please do not hesitate to reach out for
a NO obligation consultation.

@@stevekrealtornc

Direct: 781.850.6553

[E @ skeane@paraclerealty.com

Steve Keane, MS
%el!:lts PARACLE Broker/Realtor® | Navy Veteran | Parishioner )ARDLUXURYTRAVEI—
FeRiterare QECEri S Donny Woodard 0-483-36

St. Mark Volunteer & Parishioner

OMING HOSTED TR

October 2026 - Camino
April 2027 - Danube River Cruise
October 2027 - Divine Mercy (Poland)

Specializing in:

» Customized Luxury Experiences: Couples, Singles, Families

» Group Travel: Clubs, Organizations, Teams, Friends, Alumni, Reunions
» Luxury Sporting Events: NCAA, Olympics, Ryder Cup, Super Bowl, FIFA
« Catholic Pilgrimages
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