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Today is the Fourth Sunday of Lent, also known at Laetare Sunday! Readings
can be found in the music handouts or on page 843 of the St. Augustine
Hymnal. The Order of the Mass can be found on page 7.

We invite you to make St. Mark your parish home!

Thank you for being a part of our parish, either as a visitor or a long-time
parishioner. We are thankful that you are here and welcome you back anytime
for Mass, prayer in our Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel or any of our
programs.

At St. Mark, we believe we are all called as one by Christ to embrace the spirit
of stewardship and engagement to Grow in Christ, Serve One Another, Share
Our Gifts and Connect in Faith. This mission is our quest for holiness. It is by
our intentional discipleship that each of us become stewards of the gifts God
has given us and to share them with others. Our time, our talent and our
treasure are given to us by God to share with others by spreading the Gospel
and building His kingdom.

If you are interested in registering as a member of St. Mark, E TS E
please go to stmarknc.org/registration or use the QR code. You v o &
may submit the form online or bring a paper copy to the =H
Welcome Desk during business hours, including Sunday 8:30
am-12:15 pm. Forms can be found in the narthex. Please know,
you do not need to be Catholic to join and come to our parish.

Please join us in the Prayer to St. Michael after the
Final Blessing. Please do not leave the
church until after the priests, deacons,
and servers have exited the church.
Thank you.

aint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in

battle.

Be our protection against the wickedness

and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him,

we humbly pray; and do Thou, O Prince of the

Guidelines for Communion For Catholics

1. To be in a state of grace, that is to say, to be free from any
unconfessed mortal sin.

2. To abstain for at least one hour before Holy Communion from
any food and drink, with the exception of water and medicine.

3. To know what you are receiving and to approach the altar with
devotion.

4. You may receive Holy Communion standing or kneeling.

5. Please consume the Holy Eucharist in front of the minister of
Holy Communion, before walking away.

For Non-Catholics: We welcome you to Holy Mass and are glad you

are here. Please feel free to participate by singing, standing,

kneeling, etc. However, the reception of Holy Communion is

Heavenly Host, by the Power of God, cast into reserved for Catholics in a state of grace. At the time of

hell, Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl
about the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Communion, please feel free to come forward with your arms
crossed over your chest for a blessing or to remain in your pew.

See page 1302 in the hymnal for more information.

Thank you for generously
sharing your gifts with the
parish.

You may make on online
donation at
stmarknc.org/online-giving
or scan the code.
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()//(/ are called. . .

as one by Christ to embrace
a spirit of stewardship and engagement
to Grow in Christ, Serve One Another,
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and Connect in Faith.
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FROM THE PASTOR

TEPIM  Today’s readings for

? this Fourth Sunday of
Lent are filled with
powerful contrasts —
God’s vision versus
human vision, the
light of Christ versus
the darkness of sin,
and spiritual
blindness versus spiritual sight.
Embracing a stewardship way of life frees
us from spiritual blindness, helps us see
as God sees, and allows us to reflect
Christ’s light in our daily lives.

In our Second Reading from Ephesians,
St. Paul reminds us, “... You were once in
darkness but now you are light in the
Lord. Live as children of light.” Through
Baptism, the very life and light of the
Blessed Trinity dwell within us. Yet amid
the busyness and challenges of daily life,
it is easy to forget this truth. We may
even struggle to recognize whether our
actions truly reflect Christ’s light.

A stewardship way of life — with its
intentional and grateful use of our time,
talent, and treasure — provides a daily
guide to help us live as children of the
light. It encourages us to make choices
that reflect Christ in the way we serve,
give, and love others.

In today’s Gospel from John, Jesus
restores sight to a man born blind, and
the man simply testifies that Christ
“opened my eyes.” During these Lenten
days, we too can ask Jesus to open our
eyes — to help us see areas where
spiritual blindness may still linger,
especially in how we use the gifts
entrusted to us.

As we continue our Lenten journey, let us
renew our efforts wherever our vision has
grown dim, so that by Easter we may truly
live as children of the light. © Catholic
Stewardship Consultants, 2026.

Pastoral Pondering - It is always good to
be reminded of the fundamentals of our
faith. Recently, | have become more
aware that some Catholics do not realize
or understand the necessity of assisting
at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days. With
that in mind, hopefully the following will
be of assistance.

As Catholics, we are called to make the
Eucharist the “center” of our spiritual
lives. Attending Mass on Sundays and
Holy Days of Obligation is not merely a
tradition or a good suggestion—it's a
fundamental precept of the Church that
helps us fulfill God's command and grow
in faith.

The Biblical and Divine Foundation

The importance begins with the Third
Commandment: "Remember to keep holy
the Sabbath day" (Exodus 20:8). For
Christians, Sunday—the Lord's Day—
replaces the Jewish Sabbath because it
commemorates the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ, the central event of our salvation.
The early Church gathered on Sundays to
break bread (the Eucharist) in memory of
the Lord's passion, resurrection, and
glorification (see Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians
16:2).

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches that "the Sunday celebration of
the Lord's Day and his Eucharist is at the
heart of the Church’s life" (CCC 2177).
Sunday Mass is the "foundation and
confirmation of all Christian practice" (CCC
2181). By participating, we obey Christ's
command at the Last Supper: "Do this in
remembrance of me" (Luke 22:19).

Why the Church Requires It

The Church, guided by the authority Christ
gave the apostles (Matthew 18:18), has
established this as a precept to help us
fulfill the moral law of worshiping God.
Canon Law states: "On Sundays and other
holy days of obligation, the faithful are
bound to participate in the Mass" (Canon
1247). Deliberately missing Mass without
a serious reason (such as illness, caring
for infants, or other grave circumstances)
constitutes a grave sin (CCC 2181).

This obligation extends to Holy Days of
Obligation, which highlight key mysteries
of our faith—events in the life of Christ,
Mary, or the saints that are so central they
call the whole Church to gather in worship.
These days remind us of God's saving
work and invite us to pause our daily
routines to give thanks and receive grace.

Benefits for Qur Spiritual Life
Attending Mass regularly:

Unites us with Christ in His sacrifice,
allowing us to receive the Eucharist, our
spiritual food and source of strength.

Builds community: We gather as the Body
of Christ, supporting one another in faith
(CCC 2182).

Sanctifies our week: It sets aside time for
rest, reflection, family, and mercy, helping
us avoid habits that harm our relationship
with God.

Testifies to our faith: Public participation
shows our commitment to Christ and His
Church.

Holy Days of Obligation serve a similar
purpose, celebrating core truths like the
Incarnation, Mary's role, or Christ's

Ascension. In the United States, these
typically include (in addition to all
Sundays):

e January 1: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of
God

o Ascension Thursday (transferred to
Sunday in our Diocese)

e August 15: Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (may be abrogated if it falls
on Saturday or Monday in some cases)

e November 1: All Saints' Day

o December 8: Immaculate Conception

e December 25: Christmas

A Joyful Invitation, Not a Burden

The Church's precept isn't meant to
restrict us but to free us for what truly
matters: encountering the risen Lord. As
one reflection notes, Sunday Mass
reorients our lives toward God, reunites us
in love, and pours out grace for salvation.
It's the "sweetest obligation ever imposed"
because it draws us into the mystery of
God's love.

If scheduling conflicts arise, speak with
your pastor—exceptions exist for serious
reasons. But let's embrace this gift: make
attending Mass a priority and let it
transform your week and your life.

May the Eucharist strengthen us all as we
journey together toward heaven!

2

Fatima Pilgrimage:
109th Anniversary
When: July 15-29, 2026

You are invited to join Fr. John Putnam
and Fr. Christopher Roux on a special
pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal and
Avila, Spain as they celebrate the
109th anniversary of Our Lady of
Fatima’s appearance to the three
shepherd children.

This pilgrimage offers a beautiful
opportunity to walk in the footsteps of
the saints, pray at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Fatima, and deepen your faith
alongside fellow pilgrims.

Organized through The De Deum
Foundation, the journey will include
sacred sites, prayer, and fellowship in
some of the most significant places in
Catholic history. Space is limited, and
reservations must be made by April 1.
For more information, visit

www.dedeumfoundation.org or call
336-765-8837.

www.stmarknc.org t 704-948-0231
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'REMEMBER INYOUR PRAYERS  'MASS INTENTIONS

Please Pray For
Tom Addison
Julie Andrews
Donald Arrup
Maryann Bahret
Lizzy Balzer
Deidre Beck
Richard Biddy
Brian Blatchford &
Family
Virginia “Gini” Bond
Kathy Brandt
Dave Breen
Helen Sally Buff
Carmen Cabranes
Anne Caestecker
Michelle Chicoine
Rod Clair
Jim Clark
Beth Collins
William Conklin
Vic Crognale
Janice D’Angelo
Sheila DeArmon
Judy and Rich
Deboer
John Deluca
Joan Demarco
Henry Diener

'READINGS | WEEK OF MARCH 15

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Sunday

To submit a prayer request, visit: stmarknc.org/prayerchain

Charlie Donovan

Jane & William
Dragoon

Joanne Errick

Jack Evans

Charles Fillipo

Al Fischlein

Alan Friedl & Family

Valeria Gerbasi

Daniel Gilbridge

Denny & Monica
Golden

Tom Goodwin

Lucas Graf

Paige Grieshop

Rachel Grieshop

Helen Haddad

Fran Hehn

Laura Hehn

Allan Helmbrecht

Madeline Louise
Henwood

Kevin Herman Sr.

Hannah Hopkins
Frank Hunnicutt IlI

Suzy Iskander

Cathi Kalberier

Karen Kastl

Mary Kate Knight
Dennis Koenig
Jackie Kopicki
Aubrey Lamb
Craig Leiker
Carolina Liendo
Marie Ligon
Peter R. Loew
Kitty Long
Wilfredo Lostaunau
Margaret Lynch
Utelia Malwitz
Tom & Colette
Manente
Melissa McDonald
Cathy Milligan
Lucille Modica
Linda Morella
Mary Morgan
Haleigh Moss
Niall Mulkeen
Elizabeth Mulligan
Angeles Murphy
Maria Magdalena
Murphy
Carl Muti
Paul Nealon Jr.
Paul Sr. and Sally

Nealon
Joann Nigro
The Ober Family
Louise Painter
Fernando Paverpai
Doug Peterson
Nicole & Bruce
Preiss
Joette Reid
Lindsay Remington
Butch Remesch
Thomas Rynne
Phyllis Searles
Mark Shields
Pennie Singh
Todd Singh
Bill Sirnack
Robert Somerville
Betsy Spartz
Mike Tolbert
Alston Torres
Haley Velez
Julio Velez
Kristine Yeager
Margaret Yeager
Caroline Vogel
Patricia Zeggert

1 Sam 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a, Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Eph 5:8-14;
Jn 9:1-41 or Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b; Jn 4:43-54

Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16

Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30
2 Sam 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29;

Rm 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12; Jn 7:40-53
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; Rm 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 or

Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

PRAY FOR OUR MILFARY

Air Force: C4C Andrew Bauders; Airman Gregory Burke; Amn Antoinio Diaz; Lt. Col. Michael
Dragoon; Capt. Stephen Hack; Lt. Col. Douglas Lincoln; Capt. Ryan Loyd; Alejandro
Martinez; Sgt. James McCormick; SCANG Sgt. John Andrew McCormick; 2nd Lt Connor
Milligan; SrA. Benjamin Salber; Airman Chloe Scott; Amn Michael F. Yellico

Army: 2nd Lt. Amelia Andretti; 1st Lt. Patrick Camatcho; 1st Lt. Sarah Camatcho; Major

Robert Caraccilo; SSgt. Darcy Fisher; Kyle Hawk; PFC. J. Parker Hogan; Capt. John Hughes;
Pvt. Chaz Margo; Maj. Daniel McCormick; 2nd Lt .Maria Morell; PV2 Matthew Pressley; Maj.

Stephen J. Romeo; SSG Andrew Sales; Andrew Santos; Capt. Ramon Ricardo Tapia; Spl.
Forces Nolan Tillotson; Josh Wagner; 1st Lt. Nick Worth; 2nd Lt. Matthew Zagar

Marines: LCPL. Richard Breier; Maj. Matthew Santoli; Cpl. Ben Holden; 1st Lt. Nathanael

Rusciolelli

Navy: DCFN Matthew J Bixler Jr ; LCDR. Matthew Giannone; SR Chase T. Golden; Lt. Albert
Remmey, Jr.; LCDR. Jordan Mayo; ENS. Rory Moran; OSSN. Daniel Pressley; LCDR. Jenna
Hehn Quist; ENS. Tyler Spear; LCDR. William Vey; CTT2. Zachary Wortham

..and all service members not listed.

Sunday, March 15
7:30 am St Mark Parishioners

9am Gege Beck

11am 1 Roberto Argente
1pm 1 Esperanza Rodriguez
5 pm T Msgr. Richard Bellow

Monday, March 16

7 am 1 Javier Vega

9am T Ryan Palmeri
Tuesday, March 17

7 am 1 John & Veronica Reardon
9am Emilio Gomez
Wednesday, March 18

7 am Laura Conter

1 Ryan Palmeri
6:30 pm 1 Kenneth Andrews
1 Ismael Sanchez

Thursday, March 19

7 am Madelyn Klassey

9am Mary's Women of Joy
Friday, March 20

7 am St. Mark Parishioners

9am 1 Patricia Warner
Saturday, March 21

9am Connor Theriot

5 pm 1 David Calabrase
Sunday, March 22

7:30 am 1 Pompei "Paul" Cedrone

9am St. Mark Parishioners
11am 1 Thomas Lavinio
1pm 1 Mario Franco

4:30 pm T Antionette Rinaldi
5 pm 1 Ernesto Marrero

1 Deceased
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PARISH MISSION: MARCH 16-18

16-18 MARCH 2026 | 10AM & 7PM
BILINGUAL EUCHARISTIC HEALING SERVICE
18 MARCH (WED) | 10AM & 7PM

FR. BENEDICT CROELL, O.P. FR. CORWIN LOW, O.P. FR. ELIAS FORD, O.P.
EASTERN PROVINCE, ROME 'WESTERN PROVINCE , ROME 'WESTERN PROVINCE
SAN FRANCISCO

SAINT MARK CATHOLIC CHURCH - 14740 STUMPTOWN RD, HUNTERSVILLE, NC 28078 | WWW.STMARKNC.ORG

This Lent, St. Mark welcomes the Dominican Friars of the Angelicum in Rome
for a parish mission titled The Presence of God.

Join us March 14-18 for Masses, mission talks, Eucharistic Adoration, confessions and
a bilingual Eucharistic Healing Service. Come encounter Christ more deeply in the Holy Eucharist and
rediscover the transforming power of His presence.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Saturday, March 14 and Sunday, March 15:

All parish Masses will be celebrated by a mission priest.

Monday, March 16 Wednesday, March 18
Divine Providence - Fr. Corwin Low, O.P. His Real Presence - Fr. Elias Ford, O.P.
6:15am  Confessions begin 6:15am  Confessions begin
7:00 am  Mass with mission priest 7:00 am  Mass with mission priest
8:15am Confessions begin 9:30 am  Confessions begin
9:00 am  Mass with mission priest 10:00 am Mission Talk* with Eucharistic Healing
10:00 am Mission Talk* with Eucharistic Adoration and Service with Confessions
Confessions 6:00 pm  Confessions begin
6:00 pm  Confessions begin 6:30 pm  Mass with mission priest
7:00 pm  Mission Talk* with Eucharistic Adoration and 7:00 pm  MAIN EVENT / EVENTO PRINCIPAL

Confessions
Tuesday, March 17 * Bilingual Mission Talk with Eucharistic Adoration and

The Divine Indwelling — Fr. Benedict Croell, O.P. Healing Service & Confessions

6:15am Confessions begin o o L o
7:00 am  Mass with mission priest Charla misionera bilingue con Adoracion Eucaristica y

8:15am Confessions begin Oracion de Sanacion y Confesiones.

9:00 am  Mass with mission priest

10:00 am Mission Talk* with Eucharistic Adoration and
Confessions

6:00 pm  Confessions begin

7:00 pm  Mission Talk* with Eucharistic Adoration and
Confessions

All morning and evening sessions are the SAME. You are
welcome to attend one or the other.

www.stmarknc.org T 704-948-0231 Page 5
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MARRIAGE MINISTRY
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1) Start and end your day with a prayer and a kiss.
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2) Affirm your spouse every day.
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3) Practice intentional presence.
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Marriage Ministry and Communio at St. Mark
See the Gift Again

Last week we reflected on presence. This week we turn to
something just as powerful and just as simple: gratitude.

Over time, it can become easy to notice what is missing. The
unfinished project. The forgotten errand. The difference in
personalities. The ways we wish our spouse would grow.

But marriage is not sustained by focusing on what is lacking. It is
strengthened when we learn to see the gift again.

Pope Francis writes that when we recognize our spouse’s weak
points, we must also have confidence in their good qualities and
help those grow. In other words, we are called to notice the good
and speak it out loud.

Gratitude changes the atmosphere of a marriage. It softens
tension. It builds friendship. It reminds us why we chose one
another in the first place.
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A Simple Practice for This Week

Each day this week, name one specific thing you appreciate about
your spouse. Not general. Not assumed. Specific.

Thank you for making time for the kids tonight.
| appreciate how hard you work for our family.
I admire your patience.

I am grateful for your sense of humor.

Small words, spoken sincerely, carry great weight.
As part of our Spring Date Night Challenge, consider sharing these
appreciations during your intentional date this month. Let gratitude
shape your conversation. Scan code to register for
the Spring Date Night Challenge and more info.
Lord, open our eyes to the gift of our spouse and
give us the grace to speak that gift with gratitude.

The Holy Face of Jesus and St. Joseph
When: Every Tuesday; 5:30 pm
Where: St. Mark Catholic Church

The primary purpose of this work is to make reparation for sins
against the first three commandments. A prayer to St. Joseph
asking his intercession for those who profane Sundays and Holy
Days (the third commandment) is included in our Holy Face
devotion.

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF
SUNDAYS AND FEAST DAYS

Most Glorious Patriarch, St. Joseph, obtain, we beseech
thee, from Our Lord Jesus Christ, His most abundant
blessings on all who keep festival days holy; and grant that
those who profane them may know, while there is yet time,
the great evil they commit and the punishments they draw

down upon themselves
both in this life and in
the life to come; and
grant that they may be
speedily converted.

O Most faithful St.
Joseph, thou who in
thine earthly life wast
ever faithful in keeping the law of God, grant that the day
may soon come when all Christian people shall refrain from
those works that are forbidden on festival days, devote
themselves earnestly to the salvation of their souls and give
glory to God; Who liveth and reigneth forever and ever.
Amen.

Join us to pray for these blessings and for needed conversions
“while there is yet time.”
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STEWARDSHIP

LOVE IS..
Discipleship & Stewardyhip

Return Commitment Cards
As our Stewardship Renewal draws to a close this weekend,
we thank you for taking time to reflect prayerfully on your
call to follow Jesus as His disciple.

Today, we invite you to return your completed Stewardship
Commitment Card as an offering of gratitude to God. Your
response, whether great or small, is a sign of trust, love, and
a desire to walk more closely with Christ.

Through our shared commitments, St. Mark Parish continues to
be a place where faith is
nourished, ministries flourish,
and the love of Jesus is made
visible in our community and
beyond.

If you were unable to complete
a card, additional copies are %
available at the Welcome Desk ®
in the Kerin Center and may be
returned at any time.

Thank you for being part of this parish
and for sharing your gifts

with love.

Stewardship
Spotlight:
Charitable
Services
Volunteer Now
Link

Growing in Christ,
Serving One
Another, Sharing
Our Gifts, and
Connecting in Faith

We are all called by
Christ to love and
serve others.
“Remaining in the
realm of ideas and
theories, while failing
to give them
expression through
frequent and practical
acts of charity, will
eventually cause even
our most cherished
hopes and aspirations
to weaken and fade
away... Whatever form
it may take, almsgiving
will touch and soften

our hardened hearts... Christian love breaks down every barrier, brings close those who
were distant... it works miracles and knows no limits.” (119.- 120. Apostolic Exhortation
Dilexite of the Holy Father Leo XIV to All Christians on Love for the Poor)

Our Charitable Services Committee connects volunteers with opportunities to serve in our
parish and community through the “Volunteer Now” link at stmarknc.org. Information is
updated regularly, so please visit often to see the latest needs. Please note that we are
committed to protecting children and vulnerable adults. In compliance with the Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People, St. Mark follows the established policies and
procedures for volunteers in the Diocese of Charlotte. New volunteers who are 18 or older,
please visit www.stmarknc.org/SAFE and follow the steps listed to become eligible to

volunteer.

If you work or volunteer with organizations or parish groups that need volunteers, you may

contact Bob Langbo at rwlangbo@outlook.com to explain the

opportunity. He will arrange for your information to be posted on the
“Volunteer Now” pages. Everything we are and everything we have is
Christ’s gift. May our hearts be filled with His love, so that in His Spirit we
may bond into a community of faithful, caring people committed to being

good stewards of the time and talents He has entrusted to us.

VIRTUES

Practicing
the Virtues:
Sincerity

Throughout this
year we have
been reflecting
on the virtues
named on the
pillars that
surround the
nave of our
church. These
virtues remind us that the Christian life
is not only about believing the right
things, but about allowing Christ to
shape how we live each day.

This Sunday is Laetare Sunday, when
the Church pauses in the middle of Lent
to remind us that the light of Easter is
already beginning to break through.

As Fr. John often reminds us, growth in
the spiritual life frequently happens
when God transforms a vice into a
virtue. The virtue we consider this week
is sincerity.

The vice opposed to sincerity is
hypocrisy — when our outward actions
say one thing but our hearts are
somewhere else. Sincerity calls us to
something deeper. It invites us to stand
honestly before God, allowing our
prayer, our words, and our daily actions
to reflect the same desire to follow
Christ.

In our church, the word Sincerity
appears above the pillar near the
Ascension window and close to the
image of the Resurrection. Its
placement is a quiet reminder that
Christ’s light reveals what is hidden in
our hearts not to shame us, but to heal
us.

During Lent especially, sincerity means
bringing our real selves to the Lord in
prayer and allowing Him to continue the
work of turning our weaknesses into
virtues.

New Moms Connect
When: Wed., March 25; 9:30 am
Where: North Mecklenburg Park

Are you a mom with a little one age two or under? We’'d love for you to join us
for a relaxed morning of connection, encouragement and community. This new
meet-up group is a wonderful way to get to know other young moms, share the
joys and challenges of this season, and let the little ones enjoy some fresh air

at the park.

We hope you’ll come to our first gathering and be part of this new community!

Contact: Hannah Gordon, hannahigordon19@gmail.com

www.stmarknc.org t 704-948-0231
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A pause in Lent:
LAETARE SUNDAY

In the middle of Lent, the Church

pauses for a moment of
encouragement.
The name Laetare (I)rnnnllln,'ui
Lay-TAR-ay) comes from the
Latin word meaning “Rejoice,”
taken from today’s entrance
antiphon: “Rejoice, Jerusalem.”
Even during this penitential
season, the Church reminds us
that Easter is drawing near.
You may notice a few visible signs
in the lilurg_\ :
* Rose vestments l'(‘l)]d('v violet
* Flowers return to the altar
* The tone of the prayers
becomes more hopeful
Laetare Sunday reminds us that
Lent is leading us toward the joy

of the Resurrection,

No one, however weak,
is denied a share in the
victory of the cross.
No one is beyond the help of
the prayer of Christ.

St. Leo the Great

REJOICE!
The Life of the Church in the Days Ahead
Even in the midst of Lent’s prayer, fasting, and sacrifice, the
life of the Church continues to unfold. The days ahead bring

opportunities for prayer, learning, celebration, and

&

[.(‘”()\\'Sl‘lil) as we continue our j()[ll‘l]k‘\' l()\\'al'(l [i<\.’~'[(,‘l'.

Parish Mission: The Presence of God
When: March 16-18, 10 am and 7 pm
Where: In the Church

Our parish mission invites us to pause in the middle of Lent and renew our
awareness of God's presence in our lives. Through preaching, prayer, and
reflection, these evenings will help us grow more attentive to the ways the Lord
speaks through Scripture, the sacraments, and the life of the Church. Parish
missions have long been part of the Church's Lenten tradition, offering a time
for spiritual renewal as we continue the journey toward Easter. See page 5.

St. Patrick’s Day

St. Patrick is remembered as the missionary who helped bring the Gospel to
Ireland. His life reminds us that faith is meant to be lived with courage and
shared with others. Even during Lent, the Church continues to celebrate the
saints who carried the message of Christ into the world and whose witness still
strengthens the faith of the Church today.

St. Patrick’s Day Mass at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church

When: March 17, 10 am
Where: 2139 Mountain Island
Highway / NC 273, Mount Holly,
NC

The Ancient Order of Hibernians invites
parishioners to a special Mass
celebrating the Feast of St. Patrick at St.
Joseph'’s Catholic Church in Mount Holly,
one of the oldest Catholic churches in
North Carolina and a historic site.
Because the parish is no longer active,
this annual Mass is one of the few times
the church is used for the celebration of
the Eucharist.

Fr. John Putnam will serve as the
celebrant. Before Mass there will be a
blessing of the grave of the church’s
founder and first pastor, Fr. T. J. Cronin of County Cork.

Note: There are no restroom facilities.
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40 Days of Prayer, Fasting,

and Almsgiving

Mission. Saints. Prayer. Fellowship. The Road to Easter.

3 *g Feast of St. Joseph:

A Feast in Lent!
When: March 19, 7 pm

Where: Church/Parish Hall

Join us as we celebrate the great Feast of
St. Joseph, the faithful husband of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and the earthly father
of Jesus.

When the Church says fast, we fast, but
when she says feast, we feast! This is a
day of celebration and feasting. Start with
Mass and prayer, followed by a reception
in the Parish Hall hosted by our Hispanic
Ministry with food, drinks, and desserts.

St. Joseph is honored as the Patron of the
Universal Church and is remembered for
his quiet strength, humility, and trust in
God'’s plan.

Friday Meal and Stations of the Cross: Tamales/Soup
When: March 20, 5:30 pm Dinner; Stations 7 & 7:30 pm Spanish
Where: Parish Hall/Church

No charge... hosted by Hispanic Ministry!

This evening begins with a shared meal before we gather in the church to pray
the Stations of the Cross together. There will be tamales, soup and other
meatless dishes. Walking the way of the cross invites us to reflect on Christ's
sacrifice and draw closer to Him during the season of Lent. Sharing a meal and
prayer as a parish community is a simple but meaningful way to support one
another on the journey toward Easter.

oL

Saturday, March 21 March 29
AOH St. Patrick's Day Dinner & Palm Sunday
Show
March 31
Friday, March 27 Diocese of Charlotte Chrism Mass
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry and
Ladies Auxiliary Bake Sale April2,3,4,5

Holy Triduum and Easter

Looking Ahead: Passiontide

As Lent continues, the Church
gradually turns her attention toward
the mystery of Christ’s Passion.
Many parishes observe the ancient
custom of veiling statues and crosses
during these final wecks before Holy
Week. This simple tradition helps
focus our prayer on the suffering of
Christ and prepares our hearts to
enter more deeply into the solemn
days that lead to the celebration of
Easter.

“Lent is not complicated. It is simply the
steady work of returning to the Lord.”
— Fr. John

Lent is not meant to be lived alone.
The Church invites us to walk this
season together through prayer,
repentance, worship, and the simple
moments of parish life that
strengthen our faith. Even in the
midst of Lent, the Church gives us
signs of hope. On Laetare Sunday the
rose vestments appear and flowers
return to the altar as a reminder that
Easter is drawing near,

The wisdom of the Church guides us
through this season with balance and
purpose. When the Church calls us
to fast, we fast. When she invites us
to feast, we rejoice with gratitude.
The Solemnity of St. Joseph reminds
us of that joyful rhythm even during
Lent.

If you are looking for a place to
return to the Lord this Lent, come
home to your parish. Come pray
with us. Journey with us as we
continue walking toward the joy of
Easter.

www.stmarknc.org T 704-948-0231

Page 9

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PARISH LIFE

Singles 45+ Fellowship Event

When: Sunday, March 15, 5 - 8 pm

Where: The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen,
20220 Chartown Dr, Cornelius

Join us for an evening of fellowship and
fun for those aged 45+! Whether you are
a regular or a newcomer, we invite you to
grab a friend and meet us for a great time
of community. It's the perfect opportunity
to connect and make new memories.

RSVP so we can plan for you at:
https://tinyurl.com/2jmws4hf

Questions? 45plussingles@gmail.com

Ongoing Food Bin and Gift Card
Collection

When: Anytime
Where: Narthex Bin

Please remember to bring non-perishable
food donations with you any time you
come to the church. We have a
permanent food collection bin inside the
entrance of the church. Volunteers take
this food every week to various food
pantries in Huntersville and Charlotte.

Grocery gift cards ($25) can also be left in
the parish office.

Please do not leave anything else in the
Narthex Bin. It is a hardship to the
volunteers to sort through clothing and
household items. We do not use these
items and do not have a way to get them
to people in need.

Thank you.

Summer 2026 Preschool Camp
Looking for a joyful way for your child to
grow in faith and have some summer
fun? St. Mark Preschool invites children
to join us for two special weeks of
summer camp filled with faith,
friendship, and hands-on activities.

This year’s themes will explore the Fruits
of the Spirit and the lives of the Saints.
Each week will include faith-filled
lessons, crafts, games, and plenty of
summer fun.

Cost: $130 per week (includes a camp t-shirt).
Full payment is due at the time of registration.

S
[ :

Camp Weeks

Week 1: Fruit of the Spirit, June 8-11

Week 2: Saints, July 20-23

To register, complete the form at www.stmarknc.org/preschool and bring it with
payment to the Welcome Desk.

If your child does not currently attend St. Mark Preschool, please also complete the
Authorization for Release Form and Emergency Contact Form and email them or bring
them to the Welcome Desk.

Please Help Us Care for the Parish Grounds

Our parish grounds are a place where
families gather, children play, and many
people stop to pray or spend a few quiet
moments near the fountain and gardens.
We are grateful that so many people
enjoy these spaces.

Over the past year we have made several
repairs to the fountain, including
installing new lights, and additional
maintenance is planned this year.

Unfortunately, rocks, sticks, mulch, and
other items have occasionally been
thrown into the fountain, which can
cause damage and costly repairs.

We simply ask parents to help remind children not to throw anything into the fountain.
Please also help care for the landscaping by not picking flowers, digging in the soil,
climbing the trees, or moving the drainage rocks around the beds.

A small team of volunteers and professionals works hard to maintain the grounds, and we
are grateful for the care they give to keeping the parish beautiful for everyone.

Thank you for helping us take good care of these shared spaces.

& O et W Ji s W]

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Young Adult Ministry

Friday, March 21: Spring Cookout Details to be announced

Looking for a place to belong, grow in faith, and build real
friendships? Our Young Adult Ministry invites adults ages 21-39
to gather for both faith-centered and social events throughout
the year.

Whether you are new to the parish or simply hoping to connect
more deeply, this group offers a relaxed and welcoming space to
do just that. Upcoming March events include:

Friday, March 28: Movie Night: The Passion of the Christ 6-10
pm at the Parish House

The best way to learn about upcoming
events for this ministry is through their
GroupMe address by scanning the QR code.

Contact: Sean Meier at
seanmeier1@gmail.com
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Stephen Ministers Commissioned at St. Mark: Help. Hope. Healing.

Last week, six parishioners were commissioned to serve as Stephen Ministers here at St. Mark.
= With their commissioning, our parish now has 23 trained Stephen Ministers serving the

f Stephen Ministers are lay members of the parish who receive specialized training to provide
:.,:‘ one-to-one Christian care to people experiencing a difficult season of life. Through prayer,

e listening, encouragement, and faithful presence, they walk alongside individuals who may be
&  grieving, facing illness, adjusting to major life changes, or simply in need of someone to talk

During the commissioning, Fr. John reflected on the words of Scripture that guide this ministry:
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the

God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort those in any

trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)
Stephen Ministry helps ensure that no one in our parish has to walk through hardship alone. It is one of the ways our
community lives out Christ’s call to care for one another with compassion and faith.

If you or someone you know could benefit from speaking with a Stephen Minister, please contact Leanne Vaccaro at
leanne.vaccaro@stmarknc.org or Rich Kull at rkkull1216@gmail.com. Info: stmarknc.org/stephen-ministry.

Diocesan Support Appeal: Many Gifts, One Mission

Thank you to everyone who has already participated in this year’s Diocesan Support
Appeal. Your generosity helps support the mission of the Church across our diocese.

The DSA allows the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte to do together what no single
parish could do alone. Through the appeal, we help form future priests in the seminary,
support Catholic education and faith formation, care for those in need through Catholic
Charities, and provide ministries that serve people throughout our region.

One of the most visible fruits of the DSA is the formation of seminarians preparing for
the priesthood. These men are studying, praying, and discerning their vocation today
so that our parishes will be served by faithful priests in the future. The support of the
whole diocese helps make that possible.

If you have not yet made a gift or pledge, we invite you to participate this week. Every
gift, no matter the size, strengthens the mission we share as Catholics throughout the
diocese. Participation from many households allows the responsibility
to be shared across the parish.

You may return a pledge envelope in the offertory basket or make a
secure gift online at charlottediocese.org/dsa.

Thank you for helping the Church continue its work of forming
disciples, serving those in need, and preparing future priests for the
generations to come.

Congratulations to St. Mark parishioner
and seminarian John Harrison, along with
Gabriel Lugo and Ronan Ostendorf, who
were instituted as acolytes on March 1 in
Rome.

Your support of the Diocesan Support
Appeal helps make the formation of
seminarians possible as they prepare for
the priesthood. Thank you for your
generosity and your prayers.

www.stmarknc.org t 704-948-0231
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Eucharistic Stations of the Cross: Week 3 One cannot separate

By: Donna Fodale/Adoration Coordinator the most Holy Eucharist
1IDownload the App Y / from the Passion of Jesus.

Tenth Station: Jesus Is Stripped

“Behold, | am with you, until the end of
time.” (Matthew 28:20)

Lord Jesus, they stripped you of your clothes and

i you stood before the crowds present in your body,
: 21Select ‘the. blood, soul and divinity, with nothing covering you.
Subscnptlon Lord Jesus this is exactly how you appear before us
you want in the Eucharist, where we see you uncovered in
your host, and your bare presence is enough for us.
Thank you for this great gift.

Eleventh Station: Jesus is nailed to the cross
“By his wounds you have been healed.” (1 Peter

Z 2:24)
3| Use your parish code Lord Jesus, to save our wounded human nature
for 2 FREE months you yourself suffered the punishment we deserved. Every time we break bread
may we remember that your body was broken for us and be “configured more
Parish Code: STMARKCLT deeply” to you by participating “with the whole community in [your] sacrifice by

means of the Eucharist” (CCC 1322).

Twelfth Station: Jesus Dies on the Cross
JOB OPPORTUNIT]ES “All of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death.” (Romans 6:3)
Director of Faith Formation Lord Jesus, we tremble to see you in your crucifix, but we cannot forget that what
the crucifix merely depicts, the Eucharist truly is, for “the same Christ who
offered himself once in a bloody manner on the altar of the cross is contained
and is offered in an unbloody manner” in the Eucharist (CCC 1367) Lord, in
profound gratitude, we unite our suffering, works, prayers and gratitude with your
offering once and for all to the Father.

Saint Mark Catholic Church is seeking a full-time
Director of Faith Formation to lead, oversee, and
supervise the parish’s comprehensive Faith
Formation Department.

The Director is responsible for the strategic vision,

pastoral leadership, administration, and Thirteenth Station: Jesus Is Taken Down From the Cross

operational management of all parish faith “Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
formation programming for children, youth, and clothes.” (Luke 2:7)

families. The Director ensures fidelity to the
teachings of the Catholic Church and alighment
with diocesan policies while fostering a vibrant
culture of discipleship within the parish.

Lord Jesus, seeing you taken down from the cross and placed in the lap of your
mother, we can’t help but remember your birthplace, Bethlehem, which means
House of Bread. We know that “no one, whether shepherds or wise men, can
approach God here below except by kneeling before the manger at Bethlehem

This role serves as a senior parish leader and and adoring him hidden in the weakness of a new-born child” (CCC 563) We
reports directly to the Director of Operations and adore you now, hidden in the Living Bread of the Blessed Sacrament.
the Pastor.
Those interested should send their resume to Fourteenth Station: Jesus Is Laid in the Tomb
Scott Bruno at scott.bruno@stmarknc.org. “They took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb.” Acts 13:39

Lord Jesus, they lay you in your tomb, but we know that you will not be there long
Homeschool Ministry Teaching Jobs but will rise as you promised. Lord, when we see the Blessed Sacrament placed

in the Tabernacle we also know that you will triumph soon, bringing the whole of
creation into your glory, for “There is no surer pledge or dearer sign of this great
hope in the new heavens and new earth ‘in which righteousness dwells,” than
the Eucharist” (CCC 1405).

St. Mark Homeschool Ministry aspires to
encourage and equip Catholic homeschool
families by providing academic, social, and
spiritual support and activities. We are expanding
our high school offerings and are seeking qualified
teachers, especially for the following subjects:
Math: Personal Finance; History: American or
World History; Electives & More

Conclusion

Lord Jesus, your Real Presence in the Eucharist “sustains our strength along the
pilgrimage of this life, makes us long for eternal life, and unites us even now to
the Church in heaven, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints” (CCC 1419).

If you're interested in teaching or know someone Be with us now as we leave your presence and continue your Way of the Cross in
who may be, please send recommendations to our lives.

Rolanda Bradley at rabradley4@yahoo.com. ) )

For general questions about our Homeschool To become a weekly Adorer register at: stmarknc.org/adoration

Ministry, contact To be a sub contact donna.fodale@stmarknc.org

homeschool.ministry@stmarknc.org.”
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YOUTH MINISTRY

St. Mark Life Teen

Theology of the Body: Life Night Series;

March 1 - Original Innocence

March 8 - The Law of the Gift

March 15 - Nuptial Meaning of the Body
March 22 - Shame

March 29 - Concluding Panel

All high schoolers are invited to join us for a
Life Night series about the Theology of the
Body by Pope St. John Paul II. Every night will
include dinner, a game, a talk, small groups or
prayer time, and more.

EVERY LIFE NIGHT WILL RUN FROM 6-8PM IN THE PARISH HALL.

Christ the King Catholic High School College Fair

When: Wed., March 18, 7-9 pm
Where: Christ the King Catholic High School Gymnasium,
2011 Crusader Way, Huntersville

Students and parents are invited to attend the Christ the King
Catholic High School College Fair. More than 40 colleges and
universities will be represented, offering families the opportunity
to meet directly with admissions representatives, explore aca-
demic programs, learn about campus life, and begin thinking
intentionally about the future.

This is an excellent opportunity for high school students of all
grade levels to start conversations, ask questions, and gather
information in one place. Whether your student is just beginning
to think about college or narrowing down options, this evening
provides valuable face-to-face connections.

Participating institutions include Belmont Abbey College, Da-
vidson College, UNC-Chapel Hill, NC State, Auburn University,
Marquette University, Appalachian State, Clemson, and many
more

CTK College Fair Graphic

.For more information, visit
www.ctkchs.org/college-fair or contact
Todd Porter at tporter@ctkchs.net.

All are welcome.

Bishop’s Youth Pilgrimage 2026

Middle and High School Students Invited!
Saturday, March 28

All middle and high school students (grades 6-12) are invited
to join St. Mark for the Bishop’s Lenten Youth Pilgrimage at
Belmont Abbey College.

This annual diocesan event brings together thousands of young
Catholics from across the Diocese of Charlotte for a powerful
day of faith, friendship, and encounter. The theme this year is “/
Thirst” — a reminder of Christ’s deep love for us and our own
desire to know Him more.

The day includes:

* Mass with Bishop Martin

* A Eucharistic Procession across the historic Belmont Abbey
campus

¢ Opportunities for Confession

¢ Praise and worship music

* Motivational Catholic speakers

e Games, lunch, and a vocations fair

» Separate tracks for middle and high school students

This pilgrimage is part of the Diocese’s annual Eucharistic Con-
gress and is often one of the most impactful faith experiences
of the year for our youth.

St. Mark Travel Details

Arrival: 8 am in the St. Mark parking lot

(departing promptly at 8:10 am)

Event: 9 am-3 pm at BelImont Abbey College

Return: Approximately 3:45-4 pm at St. Mark
Transportation: Chartered bus and parent/chaperone drivers
Cost: $25 per person

For more information or to register, contact

Augustine Free, Coordinator of High School
Ministry, at augustine.free@stmarknc.org.

Space is limited. Registration deadline is
March 13.

Let’s show up strong from St. Mark and
walk this Lenten pilgrimage together.

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Alan Ames Returns to the Diocese of Charlotte

Alan Ames, a Catholic evangelist who travels the world sharing
his powerful conversion story and gift of healing, will visit three
parishes in the area March 24-26.

Each evening will begin with Mass and will be followed by a
talk by Ames and then a time of prayer and a healing service.
March 24, 6 pm: Holy Family Catholic Church,

4820 Kinnamon Road, Winston-Salem

March 25, 6 pm: Saint Philip the Apostle Catholic Church,
525 Camden Dr. , Statesville

March 26, 6:30 pm: Saint Michael the Archangel Catholic
Church, 708 St. Michael’s Lane, Gastonia

For more information, visit www.alanames.org. or
www.catholicnewsherald.com

www.stmarknc.org T 704-948-0231
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Parishioner Assistance

Financial:
St. Vincent De Paul Society:

Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org

Life Crisis: Stephen Ministry
stmarknc.org/stephen-ministry

Food Insecurity:
Parish Office
stmarknc.org/assistance or

Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org or
704-948-0231, Ext. 102

Al-Anon

Ellen | 704-907-8555

Alcoholics Anonymous

Tom | 704-604-7739

Alateen program

Paul G. | 704-641-0654

Divorce Support Group

For anyone going through separation and/or
divorce. Meetings are held Monday evenings at
7 pm in Room 204. If parish offices are closed,
meetings are held at Lowe’s Foods, exit 23.

Contact: divorce.support@stmarknc.org

Mass Schedule
Mon/Tue/Thu: 7, 9 am
Wed: 7 am, 6:30 pm

Fri: 7,9 am
7 pm (Spanish)
Sat: 9 am, 5 pm Vigil
Sun: 7:30,9, 11 am, 1 pm (Espanol), 5 pm

All Masses may be watched live: stmarknc.org/livestream
Please use Online Giving or mail in your offertory
stmarknc.org/Online-Giving

Please do not attend Mass if you are sick, have a fever or
are in a high-risk group.

Confessions

Confessions are held 45 minutes prior to the start of Mass
for a 30 minute duration.

In addition, Wednesday: 6 pm — 7:15 pm and Saturday:

3 pm—5pm

Rosary in the Church

Tue: 7—7:30 pm

Wed: Immediately preceding 6:30 pm Mass

Sat: Immediately preceding 5 pm Mass

Sun: Immediately preceding 7:30 am Mass

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

Available in the Monsignor Bellow Adoration Chapel in the
Family Center. See stmarknc.org/adoration for complete
details.

Hospitalization

If you or your loved one are in an area hospital,

call the Parish Office to reach one of the Priests. The
Priests offer Confession, bring the Holy Eucharist to you or
administer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
Baptisms & Weddings

The use of the Church for Baptisms, Weddings and other
Sacramental events is available to active parishioners.
Contact the Parish Office. (Please note that weddings and
baptisms cannot be celebrated during Lent.)

Financial Counseling

Complimentary and confidential services are available to
provide financial literacy training, personal financial
coaching and/or advocacy support for you and your family.
Contact the Parish Office.

Carolina Catholic Corner Gift & Book Store
Open daily in the Family Center

Coffee & Conversation Social Gathering
Tuesdays, 9:30 am, Parish Hall.

Cursillo

Visit www.CharlotteCursillo.com for information on
upcoming retreat weekends, ultreyas and group reunions.

Natural Family Planning

Joe and Kathy Hack; Sympto-Thermal Method;
704-548-1834; hackhouse@bellsouth.net; ccli.org
Elisabeth Laskowski; Creighton Model;
creightonmodel@gmail.com; 484-332-9084

Crisis Pregnancy Help

Community Pregnancy Center of Lake Norman:
704-727-0535

Catholic Charities: 704-370-3262; Birthright:
704-975-8572; Post Abortion: 1-800-5-WE CARE

Poor prenatal diagnosis? You’re not alone. There is help.
benotafraid.net

Taken Abortion Pill? It may not be too late: Abortion Pill
Reversal 877-558-0333 or abortionpillreversal.com
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DEL PASTOR

W Las lecturas de hoy para este Cuarto Domingo
¥ de Cuaresma estan llenas de poderosos
contrastes: la visiéon de Dios frente a la vision
humana, la luz de Cristo frente a la oscuridad
del pecado, y la ceguera espiritual frente a la
vision espiritual. Adoptar una forma de vida de
mayordomia nos libera de la ceguera
espiritual, nos ayuda a ver como Dios ve y nos permite reflejar
la luz de Cristo en nuestra vida diaria.

En nuestra Segunda Lectura de Efesios, San Pablo nos
recuerda: "... Antes estuviste en la oscuridad, pero ahora eres
luz en el Senor. Vivid como hijos de la luz." A través del
Bautismo, la propia vida y luz de la Santisima Trinidad
habitan en nosotros. Sin embargo, en medio del ajetreoy los
desafios de la vida diaria, es facil olvidar esta verdad. Incluso
podemos tener dificultades para reconocer si nuestras
acciones reflejan realmente la luz de Cristo.

Una forma de vida basada en la gestion responsable —con su
uso intencionado y agradecido de nuestro tiempo, talento y
tesoro— nos proporciona una guia diaria para ayudarnos a
vivir como hijos de la luz. Nos anima a tomar decisiones que
reflejen a Cristo en la forma en que servimos, damos y
amamos a los demas.

En el Evangelio de hoy de San Juan, JesUs restaura la vista a
un hombre nacido ciego, y el hombre simplemente da
testimonio de que Cristo "me abri6 los o0jos". Durante estos
dias de Cuaresma, nosotros también podemos pedirle a
JesUs que abra los ojos — que nos ayude a ver areas donde la
ceguera espiritual adn puede persistir, especialmente en
como usamos los dones que se nos han confiado.

Mientras continuamos nuestro camino cuaresmal, renovemos
nuestros esfuerzos alla donde nuestra vision se ha apagado,
para que para Pascua podamos vivir verdaderamente como
hijos de la luz. © Consultores de Gestién Catodlica, 2026.

Reflexion pastoral - Siempre es bueno que se recuerden
los fundamentos de nuestra fe. Ultimamente, me he dado
cuenta de que algunos catélicos no se dan cuenta o no
comprenden la necesidad de asistir a la misa los domingos y
dias festivos. Con esto en mente, esperamos que lo siguiente
te sea de ayuda.

Como catoélicos, estamos llamados a hacer de la Eucaristia el
**centro** de nuestra vida espiritual. Asistir a misa los
domingos y en dias santos de obligacion no es simplemente
una tradicién o una buena sugerencia: es un precepto
fundamental de la Iglesia que nos ayuda a cumplir el
mandato de Dios y crecer en la fe.

La Fundacién Biblica y Divina

La importancia comienza con el Tercer Mandamiento:
"Recordad santificar el dia del sabado" (Exodo 20:8). Para los
cristianos, el domingo—el Dia del Senor—sustituye al Sabbat

judio porque conmemora la Resurreccion de Jesucristo, el
evento central de nuestra salvacion. La Iglesia primitiva se
reunia los domingos para compartir el pan (la Eucaristia) en
memoria de la pasion, resurreccion y glorificacion del Senor
(véase Hechos 20:7; 1 Corintios 16:2).

El Catecismo de la Iglesia Catdlica ensefa que "la celebracion
dominical del Dia del Senor y de su Eucaristia esta en el
corazon de la vida de la Iglesia" (CIC 2177). La misa
dominical es la "base y confirmacion de toda practica
cristiana" (CIC 2181). Al participar, obedecemos el mandato
de Cristo en la Ultima Cena: "Haced esto en recuerdo de

mi" (Lucas 22:19).

Por qué la Iglesia lo exige
La Iglesia, guiada por la autoridad que Cristo dio a los

apostoles (Mateo 18:18), ha establecido esto como un
precepto para ayudarnos a cumplir la ley moral de adorar a
Dios. El Derecho Canénico establece: "Los domingos y otros
dias sagrados de obligacion, los fieles estan obligados a
participar en la Misa" (Canon 1247). Faltar deliberadamente
a la misa sin una razén grave (como enfermedad, cuidado de
bebés u otras circunstancias graves) constituye un pecado
grave (CIC 2181).

Esta obligacién se extiende a los Dias Santos de Obligacion,
que resaltan los misterios clave de nuestra fe: eventos en la
vida de Cristo, Maria o los santos que son tan centrales que
llaman a toda la Iglesia a reunirse en adoracion. Estos dias
nos recuerdan la obra salvadora de Dios e invitan a pausar
nuestras rutinas diarias para dar gracias y recibir gracia.

SRS

CUIDANDO
el VINEDO
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ESPANOL

Celebracion de la Fiesta de San José : 19 de marzo, 7 pm

Todos estan cordialmente invitados a unirse a nosotros el 19 de marzo a las 7 pm para celebrar la
Fiesta de San José, el fiel esposo de la Santisima Virgen Maria y padre terrenal de Jesus. La
celebracion incluird la Santa Misa, oraciones de devocion y una recepcion en el Salén Parroquial
con comida, bebidas y postres.

San José fue elegido por Dios para ser el guardian de Maria y el padre adoptivo de Jesus. Su vida
es un ejemplo de obediencia fiel, humildad y confianza valiente en la providencia de Dios. En
momentos de incertidumbre, escuché la voz del Sefior y respondié con prontitud y fidelidad. Su
fortaleza silenciosa nos recuerda que la santidad muchas veces se vive en la fidelidad diaria y en
el servicio amoroso.

La Iglesia también honra a San José como Patron de la Iglesia Universal, titulo proclamado por el
Papa Pio IX en 1870. Asi como protegid a la Sagrada Familia, continta intercediendo y cuidando al
pueblo de Dios en todo el mundo.

Acompanenos en esta hermosa celebracion mientras damos gracias por la vida y el ejemplo de
San José. jTodos estan invitados!

AVISO IMPORTANTE: ¢Por qué es importante usar tus sobres de ofrenda?
Recordamos amablemente a todos la importancia de usar sus sobres de ofrenda cada domingo en la Misa.

El uso de sobres de ofertorio no solo es una forma de apoyar econdémicamente a la parroquia, sino que también permite documentar
adecuadamente su participacion en la vida de la Iglesia. Este historial de participacion nos permite ayudar a los feligreses que viven
fielmente segln los requerimientos de la Iglesia.

Al usar tu sobre, permite que la parroquia:

e  Proporcione cartas de buena conducta cuando sea necesario (por ejemplo, para fines migratorios).

e Conceda permiso para servir como padrino/madrina para el sacramento de bautismo.

e Conceda permiso para servir como Padrinos para la Confirmacion.

e Ofrezca ayuda financiera en momentos de necesidad, cuando sea posible.

Ten en cuenta que al colocar tu sobre de ofrenda en la canasta durante la misa es la forma de registrar tu asistencia y participacion.
Aunque no puedas contribuir econémicamente, poner tu sobre en la cesta con tan solo un délar nos permite marcar tu asistencia ese
domingo.

Su uso constante de los sobres de ofrenda nos ayuda a servirle mejor y fortalece nuestra comunidad parroquial. Gracias por su
fidelidad y apoyo continuo. *Si no estan recibiendo sus sobres y ya estan registrados en la parroquia, favor de notificarnos de
inmediato para asi hacerles llegar sus sobres al hogar**

UNA MISION PARROQUIAL DE CUARESMA CON LOS FRAILES DOMINICOS

LA PRESENCIA DE DIOS

16-18 DE MARZO DE 2026 | 7PM
ADORACION EUCARISTICA Y ORACION DE SANACION (BILINGUE)
18 DE MARZO (MIERCOLES) | 7PM

FR. BENEDICT CROELL, O.P. FR. CORWIN LOW, O.P. FR. ELIAS FORD, O.P.
EASTERN PROVINCE, ROME WESTERN PROVINCE , ROME WESTERN PROVINCE
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;r'{‘isthCCILELTKV\F,ggENESS ‘? Ad WEALTH ADVISORS, UC
' TER FIMNAST AL N -R

Teldn \cr1:rcs.s Ceive | Hunle-sville, MC 22078 FUNERAL HOME AND
office 704-507-1141 CREMATION SERVICES

* Comprehensive Retirement Planning

Family Owned & Operated

. }Nealth Igllanagement John Balcerzak Ehatﬂtae

¢ Income Planning Investment Advisor unkhouser i

® Medicare Consultin Representative, Investment Advisor On Site Crematory
9 Representative, 'wo Locations to Serve You:

Certified Financial Certified Personal

¢ Insurance Planning
Retirement Specialist™

® Long-Term Care Planning
e Social Security Maximization

16901 Old Statesville Road Huntersville, NC 28078
704-892-9669

y . Life Tribute Center

Fee-based financial planning and investment advisory services are offered by Ad Wealth Advisors, LLC a Registered 388 NC 16 Business Hwy. « Denver, NC 28037

Investment Advisor an SEC investment advisor. Insurance products and services are offered through A4 Insurance John & Claudia Kepner and son 704-966-4257
Solutions. A4 Wealth Advisors LLC and A4 Insurance Solutions are affiliated companies. Jonathan & Lindsey Kepner raymel‘ﬂl,com

Planner™

b i
{( ;f,f ﬂﬂ

“ e APartments R M
: Cameryn Elise

o SemOrS LUXURY YSENIOR LIVING

R]l Grace
Call to schedule a tour today! camerynelise.com

SENIORXPARTMENTS
70 4—363 —4086 | 8521 Sam Furr Rdl,

rileygraceliving.com
Drawn?Art  [CAROLINA'S VEIN & _|Fs¥iesdiinmaees
| aws  |VASGULARSOLUTIONS|=" " 15 |

Huntersville, NC 28078

FREE roductory Dr. Martin Carignan
Vascular'Surgeon; Parishioner;
Mention this ad & receive EXPERIENCE PERSONALIZED CARE AND
9259/0 OFF COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR
VASCULAR HEALTH JOURNEY. Book YOUR

your first month

(New Students Only) APPOINTMENT WITH OUR TRUSTED

VASCULAR SURGEON TODAY!
(704) 997-6068 | Drawn2ArtStudiogcom/CorneIius . Chrlstlall Brothers

Cornelius@Drawn2ArtStudios.com

GRA| NDA : : . Free ;c,huttle service
BUILDERS Mooresville, NC © Free courtesy inspection

SRR Al makes and modele

Mon - Fri: 7am - 6pm - Sat - Sun: Closed
After Hours Drop Off

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED BY:
Steve & Sherry Genenbacher
Owners & Parishioners

s ChristianBrothersAuto.com | (704) 727-0808

704.892.7640 | GraindaBuilders.com 16618 Old Statesville Rd, | Huntersville, NC

—B
I I L
|

FINANCIAL COACHING [OF#as

« Personal Financial Literacy
« CPA Tax Preparation &
4 Planning

. : 27729527, = T04-
gittall Business Consulting e CONCRETE&ASP%% 10% OFF
&Trammg i G Owner / Parishioner WITHWMEIFT(I)OJNEDCFAD

04-251-9123 * LakeCity : Complimentary 15 Consultation - Now Offering
704 737-0085 500 South Main Street, Suite 113 * Mooresville, NC 28115 Landscaping, outdoor kitchens, fire-pits, fireplac:
patios, fences and much more!

BTFinancialCoaching@gmail.com (Located inside Soul Wellness) Vmlandscapeandstone.

ERONEE

GARAGE FLOOR COATINGS

CABINETRY Consider
CAR LIFTS ‘
SLATWALL ORGANIZATION Remembering
OVERHEAD STORAGE Your Parish in
Visit our Huntersville showroom Your Will

704.897.7298

garageliving.com/charlotte

For further information,
please call the parish office.
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WISDOM TEETH
IV SEDATION
DENTAL IMPLANTS

EXTRACTIONS

. JAMES

FUNERAL HOME
CEMETERY & ONSITE CREMATORY

MICHAEL] COLEMAN, DDS N
PARISHIONER f28 - a2
MICHAEL ] FORAN, DMD - The Closest Fueral Hometo St. Mark

Lake Norman’s Only Family Owned
Funeral Home, Cemetery & Crematory Combination
jamesfuneralhomelkn.com | 704-584-9004 | northlakememorial.com
Traditional Funerals ¢ Cremation with Memorial Service
Service with Cremation to Follow e Graveside Services
Transportation of Remains to or from Anywhere in the World

LAKE NORMAN’S TRUSTED

CHOICE FOR ORAL SURGERY b
SINCE 1985 E 7 Our Cemetery Includes Catholic Consecrated Gardens

[NextHome>

Ana Sturt | REALTOR®

CRS, CLHMS, PSA :_. | e E#‘ql“' Infegnfy in
704.907.6907 : % every nail and

anasturt@gmail.com

www.anasturt.com y . ! E d

; Il 1 every detail - -
LOCAL SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST 20 years serving as a Realtor | Yl TODD DRIVER  678-768-41 5;“-

The top rated garage door company in the Charlotte-area INFO@EXTERIORHOMEREPAIRNET  LICENSED | BONDED | INSURED
Locally owned and operated —
Best warranty in the business T N X = Powerlifting
Installs - Repairs - Tune-ups ' al = Weightlifti
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 7 _ \ - \c/\:(e)lsgsr}trlﬂ,r:%
(980) 243-3655 5 . o gl ain
=l OLYMPUS ™ Bodybmldlng " Heavy Bag

a’rhli B h" LKN = Personal Training = Cardio
.
North Corolm 704-397-7582 14125 Statesville Rd.

I ML ‘5‘ COSMIET l( I"}F DL E olympus365.com Huntersville, North Carolina 28078

Voted “Top Dentists” 16 years CatholicMatch.com/goNC | i RYERTIIGIE KN Saint Mark Parishioners
running by our colleagues!

Dennis Wells
| oo 4M/1) MERULLA

» Comprehensive Care
for Adults & Children

i ants INTERIORS
« Sleep Dentistry _ Lake Norman
. ISILVCIIZ?C!Ic?nnDent'Str St. Mark Parishioners Charlotte Area
3 i i ~ We offer savi ith

. Dent(:\IoMglr'nS g\e{:'rs]ﬁfpvglani 704-966-7556

7049481111 13605 Reese Blvd. W. | Huntersville sherri@merullainteriors.com

. . 5 ' Sherri Merulla interi
www.ReimelsDentistry.com B s i et sional | “Owneribesigner.  Merullainteriors.com

KITCHEN / BATH

OFF

FOR PARISHIONERS

oo CHIROPRACTIC
"vgthgﬁr%:eﬁsﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂnh%c Drs. Tyler and Jess Slabaugh Jeawto.
New Construction - Handyman Services 3371 Cloverleaf Parkway )

St. Joseph the Worker, Pray for Us! Kannapolis, NC 28083 L
g nit ool S 9 80 248 1 7 8 8
704-247-7458 "" ¥on Parlshzoners BrittianChiropractic.com
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- pﬂ!fdgw gill F"/Zga"ic" ITAN BUILT CONSTRUGHI@GN
wner/ St. Mark
e iy RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PAINTING
COPPI?Hg:g el Parishioner ‘%\‘ KiTcHEN/BATH REMODELS * BASEMENT REMODELS
k " FLooring (HarRDWOOD, TiLE & MORE)

GRABER. | &Veryperan RICARDO URIAS Decee £ Fenees
e URIAS

" " FLOCRING COMPANY LLC
Quality products and superior uriasflooringco@gmail.com
customer sevice since 2000 (980) 475-7405

. . Charlotte, NC WWW.TITANBZJILTCONSTR(JCTION.COM
Plantation Shutters | Blinds & Shades

www.uriasflooringlic.com Ask FOR JAY HORTON * OWNER & PARISHIONER
704.947.9822 | www.cwcsouth.com 704-777-0100 « Lic & Ins.
y

JHortonTitanBuilt@gmail.com

L I DAVID SELF
FAMILY LAW & MEDIATION
EXPERIENCED - HONEST - ADVOCACY

SACRED HEART

DERMATOLOGY
Blake Sanders, D. O

Board Certified Dermatolog|st

Privately Owned Clinic - Accepting New Patients
170 Medical Park Rd | Suite 203

Moorseville, NC 28117 (980) 550-2400
€XPERT CLeanInG FOR YOUR sPace fRASH & RECYCLING REMOVAL SERVICES Lol B YUY (Y] O TTCR |

Serving the local community since 2020
Massage Therapy

*\ M Residential Cleaning

% Y Move in/out Cleaning Ny q‘ma&fﬁ?%mr 25
ﬁs“wm Commerical Cleaning 4 DUMPSTER ' RESIDENTIAL years experience

Airbnb Turnover Services I. * COMMERCIAL

(980) 622-6071 704-201-3828

Parishioners Call for your FREE 16930 W Catawba Ave Suite 110
SegoviaCleaningServices.net estimate today! Cornelius NC

We Come to You...

[ﬁj_l DO eth . = WATER

for Cars & Boats [J<f st MHEATER

o & LRl S
GleamUp (1570 704-960-2050

for Parish Members .
gleamupdetailing.com (with bulletin) - Same Day Water Heater Replacement & Repair

= Tank Conversion to Tankless . .
Owner - Josh Cohn - Parishioner Mention Bulletin &

ensed & Insured Receive $100 off

HHAMém I—IIGI—IVIE\X/
andymanj, & |LEUINTERIORS

| “Your Home 2
HIGHV ILWIVILRIORS (0\1

SERVICES:
eam"""w“"" ot « SPATIAL PLANNING
{ MOOD BOARDS

. g
pvmicl & PN LAST LAYER DESIGN A DV E RT I S E

% - Painting & Plumbing \=2 .
- General Repairs « HOME REMODEL
« VIRTUAL CONSULTING HERE

JENNIFER EARNHART
SL Mark Volunteer & Parishioner

Famil Owned - Full-Time Employees - 10+ Years in Business

EXQUISITE "HAND MADE" CATHOLIC SACRAMENTALS E -
THE VERY FINEST Q_UA.L[TY PIECES!

‘,._ (MADE FROM AUTHENTIC GEM STONES, CZECH "FIRE POLISHED' GLASS, ETC...) 3%
J HoLy ROSARIES / CHAPLETS (TO THE VARIOUS SAINTS) |
4 7 SORROWS OF OUR LADY CHAPLETS / BENEDICTINE DOOR. HANGERS

CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN BRACELETS & MUCH MORE! AL .
,-7 Chuck Koury (Artist) / BandOfTheLeaf.Etsy.com / Parishioner (@ St. Therese Since 1963 Give us a call! 800-292-9111

}V° 32% of Seniors Overpay for
P A Y
Get this bulletin M%}:ﬁﬁ;%?g‘::p

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

emailed to you Al
ready on Medicare?
! every week. Are You &ﬁzngdﬂ the Benefits { @
: Simply go to You Qualify for?
AI FXANDRA L FI ONG www.DM.CHURCH/4367 You Ha[ve %ltzst}ons IdHave/:Answers. g
Broker & Parishioner ] s i,@ﬁ;ﬁw%f” LocaIDEu):pert
(704) 996-9424 R PLUS MARIA HANSEN
Alex.Lelong@allentate.com -+ O SCan = M I Have Health St. Therese Parishioner

19460 Old Jetton Rd., Cornelius, NC 28031 oXoDISCOVERMASS I';:lr":ﬂ(:zéas?s 7 . 6.9213 ‘
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WHITEANDHAINES

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Steven M. White, DDS, PA | Parishioner

Brad S. Haines, DDS, PA
Claire E. Papp, DMD
704.896.9535
drswhiteandhaines.com

9725 Caldwell Commons Circle Cornehus NC 28031

COLEMANEDASTRM’

s TRY

ELEVATED

137

DEN
Dennis Coleman, DDS

Parishioner 5

Joseph Dastrup, DDS v -

L

-y
A\

Mention
this Ad for a
Free T-Shirt!

C.JL:)ALLAS
IROPRACITIC

‘Whele Healih Wellnes: Canter

WHOLE HEALTH WELLNESS CENT
St. Mark Parishioners

NECK PAIN | BACK PAIN | HEADACHES

704.896.8080
2

9718-D Sam Furr Road
www.BallasChiropractic.com

(Located across from Target)

GENERAL, FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

www.dentistryelevated.com
460 S. Main Street, Suite #101 | Davidson, NC 28036 | 704-892-6602

LAKE NORMAN

ORTHODONTICS
Dr. Anne Marie Payne
704- 896 8452 www.Iknortho com

ILL6-262-008-1 8sieApy ol « NV STOOIJ

Faith guides your life,
why not your financial
decisions?

For over 140 years, the Knights of
Columbus has been committed to
helping families plan their financial
future and achieve economic
security, a tradition carried on today
through its insurance products.

Book a complimentary
financial needs analysis
today.

Bob Gordon
516-551-7838
robert.gordon @kofc.org

Blrkdale

((—\ I Avdiology

~Advanced Hearing Care

Advanced Hearing Care Services
¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic
Hearing Tests
* Communication Needs
Assessments
* Hearing Aid Fittings and Repairs
* Tinnitus Evaluations & Management
¢ Ear Wax Management
* Custom Ear Molds
Kelly Knolhoff, AuD.

Doctor of Audiology ® St. Mark’s Parishioner
704.237.4099
www.BirkdaleAudiology.com
8936 Northpointe Executive Park Dr | Ste 195 | Huntersville, NC 28078

smmmmm Personal Injury & Employment Lawyers

Experience & skills matter. Work with us when you need Jt most.
harmanlawnc.com 704.286.0947

Personal Injury | Employment Law | Workers' Comp
Estate Planning | Social Security Disability

ELITE

ROOF & SOLAR

N

HARMAN LAY

Fraternal Benefits Advisor

No purchase necessary.
1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

APRODUCCIONES VALLE

FOTOGRAFIA Y VIDEO PROFESIONAL

CALIDAD Y BUEN] SiE'!RVICI@

- f 1I5PANO@SHBODAS]
704 70 8215 AGUSTIN VALLE

Call Elite when you
need a new ‘ROOF’!

704-970-2471

D VSIA GuisiliaApy /Wwoo'uesad0iq 1e auljuQ

704.992.7474

il eliteroofandsolar.com

MICK KOSTER, Co-owner & Parishioner

Renee Birch, MS

PhilipJ.
0'Donnell, MD

parishioner /. Accepting New Patients!

Faith-Based Counseling

ofities

REAL ESTATE

Trust, Commitment, Excellence.

I treat all my clients like family!
Please do not hesitate to reach out for
a NO obligation consultation.

@stevekrealtornc

Direct: 781.850.6553
[_E 2 skeane@paraclerealty.com

©2025 Diocesan

Steve Keane, MS

Broker/Realtor® | Navy Veteran | Parishioner
PARACLE Member of the Knights of Columbus
Ancient Order of Hibernians

JARDLUXURYTRAVEI
Donny Woodard 0-483-36

St. Mark Volunteer & Parishioner

OMING HOSTED TR

October 2026 - Camino
April 2027 - Danube River Cruise
October 2027 - Divine Mercy

Specializing in:

» Customized Luxury Experiences: Couples, Singles, Families

» Group Travel: Clubs, Organizations, Teams, Friends, Alumni, Reunions
» Luxury Sporting Events: NCAA, Olympics, Ryder Cup, Super Bowl, FIFA
« Catholic Pilgrimages

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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